
With the June 30th ending of Co-
lumbian Year 2006-07 rapidly ap-
proaching I thought it would be of inter-
est to Chatter readers to be brought up 
to date with regard to the various activi-
ties carried out by Rock Creek Council 
members during that year.  Such a list  
broken down by our five service pro-
grams are as follows: 

 
CHURCH: Our major church event 

is our Veterans Day Memorial Mass for 
our departed Brother Knights, the vic-
tims of abortion, Brother Knights who died on 9-11 and Brother 
Knights currently in harm’s way in the Middle East.  Before the 
Mass the Rosary is prayed at our outdoor Memorial to the Un-
born.  Refreshments are provided after the Mass.  Volunteers are 
provided for various Pro-Life activities and a Pro-Life article ap-
pears monthly in The Chatter.  Brother Knights serve as ushers at 
five of our member parishes and at Washington’s Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception and as volunteers at the Right to Life 
booth at the Montgomery County Fair.  Brothers also participate 
in the May processions at our member churches and attend the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights, 
So often when something un-

usual happens in our lives or in the 
lives of those around us, we wonder 
why and say, “if only we knew the 
meaning of this!” or “Why does God 
let these things happen?” 

What is God trying to tell us?   
Whatever it is, we don't al-

ways understand His language!   
Perhaps we turn to each other 

to try to make sense of events, or to 
make the best decision in the cir-

cumstances in which we find ourselves. 
In the gospel for the feast of The Ascension of Our Lord, 

Jesus is talking to the disciples trying to prepare them for the 
events of his passion and death which are on the horizon.  The 
disciples are mystified by what he is saying.  Jesus tells them that 
in a short time they will not see him, but soon they will see him 
again.  Jesus even says that he is going back to the Father.   

What could Jesus possibly mean by all of this?   
They kept trying to figure his words out among themselves, 

but Jesus confuses them more when he tells them “… you will 
(Continued on page 9) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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Grand Knight Morris 
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At a small gathering of friends, neighbors and brother knights, our Worthy Recorder Emeritus Norbert Wittrock celebrated his 95th Birthday.  
Among the present, our Grand Knight, seven Past Grand Knights and our Worthy Warden.  Congratulations Norb! 
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An End and a Beginning! 
 

 I am pleased to inform you of the success that District 18 accomplished over the 
past year.  Every goal and requirement for both the State Council and Supreme were 
met.  The District met its overall recruitment quota and is getting closer to meeting the 
insurance requirement.  If you want to help your Council get the coveted Star Council 
Award, then bring in a candidate to become a new member.  Stress our insurance pro-
gram as one major benefit.  If you don’t have or need life insurance, consider a 
Knights of Columbus annuity.  It is an easy way to put money aside for your retirement 
and you also count as an insured member.  You owe it to your Council and the Knights 
to recruit and become an insured member in one or another.   

My great thanks to Grand Knights William Morris, Jr. (Rock Creek),  Patrick Fre-
imuth (Saint Joseph Manyanet), Wilsie Adams (Mater Dei), Brian Hoffman (St.  Eliza-
beth), and William Bolin (Monsignor Wells), for the opportunity to work with five first 
class Grand Knights.  I am confident that you will remain active in your Council and 
help the new crew find their way to success.   

I look forward to another year as District Deputy.  The District has an excellent 
group of Grand Knights coming so the sky is the limit for next year.  Welcome, Anto-
nio Ibáñez (Rock Creek), Jamie Bernardo, Jr. (Saint Joseph Manyanet), William 
Shaffer (Mater Dei), Richard Earenfight (St. Elizabeth), and Dave Czarnecki 
(Monsignor Wells).  And most important, I thank all the wives in District 18.  Without 
their encouragement and support, the Knights could not achieve their goals.   

Special thanks go to my wife Julie who has met every requirement and demand 
placed upon a District Deputy’s wife!  Julie and I look forward to the next year and, 
maybe, District 18 can do something that has never happened before, such as District 
family picnic! 
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L ADIES  AUXILIARY  NEW S 
Jennie P. Morris, President 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary had its last 
business meeting of the year on Tuesday, 
May 8th.  We will resume those meetings 
on September 11th. 

 
Our final activity to end this year will 

be a dinner at the Promenade Restaurant 
on Pooks Hill Road in June, to which hus-
bands are also invited.  The Telephone 
Callers will be in touch with the member-
ship shortly to give members the informa-
tion regarding the event.  I trust the date 
will be one that is doable for all.   

 
I want to express my sincere appre-

ciation to the ladies for their participation 
in the Teachers Appreciation celebration 
on Friday, May 4th.  They were there 
early to set up, brought wonderful food, 
floral decorations to make the hall cheery, 
and then they cleaned up afterwards.  
There were many teachers present from 
the six parishes within the Council’s juris-
diction so it was a lively and fun time for 
everyone.   

 
At this time I also want to thank the 

Telephone Callers who are always so 
ready and willing to call our members to 
remind them of meetings and other activi-
ties we get involved with.  A special thank 
you also to Treasurer Emelia Aragon for 
her detailed reports which help us make 
financial decisions, and keeps us solvent! 

 
One final thought:  I would like to 

invite any ladies who have been thinking 
about joining the Auxiliary, please give 
me a call – 301-530-0210. 

 
To all:  Have a relaxing summer; stay 

well!  God bless! 

������� �

Annual Lenten Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament service at St. Jane de Chantal.  
Five of our six parishes have Parish 
Roundtables and we are working on the 
sixth, for which we need the Pastor’s ap-
proval.  Finally, Rock Creek Council sup-
ports two seminarians and one Postulant 
with an annual stipend. 

 
COMMUNITY: Selling nearly 8,000 

tickets, Rock Creek Council topped all 
KofC Maryland Councils in this past 
Fall’s State Car Raffle.  Our Tootsie Roll 
Campaign raised $5,500, the fourth largest 
in Montgomery County, to help the men-
tally handicapped.  Rock Creek also par-
ticipated in the State’s Wheelchair, World 
Day of Prayer and voter registration pro-
grams and three Brothers attended and 
spoke to State legislators at the 23rd annual 
Lobby Night in Annapolis. The Council’s 
18th Annual Teacher’s Appreciation and 
Awards Night was held with Best Teacher 
of the Year selected overall and for each 

of our six parishes. As always our annual 
2-bus trip to Atlantic City was a huge suc-
cess.  

 
COUNCIL: Perhaps first and fore-

most among the Council’s activities is the 
publication and mailing of the award win-
ning monthly newsletter, The Knight 
Chatter.  During the year the Council held 
Thanksgiving, New Year’s Eve and St. 
Patrick’s Day Parties and there will be a 
Workers Party in June.  Also offered was 
the Second Annual Brookside Garden 
Walk and an inspirational lecture, “Prison 
as a Religious Experience,” by a Brother 
Knight about his many visits to Cambodia, 
Laos, and Vietnam in search of living 
POWs. Other lecturers spoke on the Ig-
natian Volunteer Corps, Catholic mission-
ary work and needs in Kenya and the 
Archdiocese’s Victory Housing Program.  
The Council’s Seniors Club holds a vari-
ety of monthly activities for its 150 mem-
bers.  The Council raised $550 for the 
State’s Charity Fund and its needs by 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  
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For nearly two hundred years from its 
founding, America could be considered a 
Christian society.  Although church and 
state were separate, the public life of the 
nation was conducted in conformity with 
Christian principles: God was welcome in 
the public venue; actions of political and 
business leaders were guided by a com-
mon sense of virtue and morality that 
formed the ethos of the general public; 
churches were free to conduct their social 
and charitable works according to the 
norms of their religion. 

Then, beginning in the 1960s and con-
tinuing to the present, there has been a 
continual movement to treat religion as a 
solely private matter, to remove all refer-
ence to God from public affairs, to impose 
militantly secular norms on religiously-
based organizations and activities.  What 
Justice Potter Stewart, who cast the only 
dissenting vote when the Su-
preme Court ruled in 1963 that 
reading Bible passages or reciting 
the Lord’s Prayer in school was 
unconstitutional – practices that 
had been common since public 
education was begun -- said is 
coming to pass: the decision 
would lead to the “establishment 
of a religion of secularism.” 

These changes have occurred 
because Christians have not resisted them.  
They have accepted a total separation of 
religious beliefs from the life of the world.  
Limiting devotions to Sundays, they have 
adopted an exclusively secular way of 
thinking and living the rest of the week.  
At best, they have tried to adapt religious 
principles to the changing society, while 
ignoring the role that Christianity can play 
in shaping that society.  America, follow-
ing the lead of Europe, is developing a 
culture that excludes God from public 
awareness, thus eroding the nation’s spiri-
tual foundations.  As then-Cardinal 
Ratzinger has warned: “The attempt to 
shape human affairs to the total exclusion 
of God leads us more and more to the 
brink of the abyss, toward the utter annihi-
lation of man.” 

The nation’s need is for a public mo-
rality capable of counteracting the advo-
cacy of people who consider God irrele-

vant.  America must revitalize its Christian 
heritage.  The road back is not a return to 
the past, but to the development of a doc-
trine of the modern world based on Chris-
tian principles and an ordering of our na-
tional life with it.  It is an attempt to gener-
ate from the central teachings and insights 
of our Faith the spiritual energy to re-root 
Christian tenets into the life of the nation. 

The path will not be easy.  To change 
society is a daunting task.  The difficulty 
of leading a Christian life in a militantly 
secular society is compounded by our in-
volvement in a network of institutions and 
relationships from which we cannot disas-
sociate ourselves: our businesses, schools, 
associates, neighbors, the media, adver-
tisements, recreational venues -- influ-
ences that in many cases are not neutral, 
but anti-Christian.  Far-reaching changes 
are called for in the institutions, laws, 

practices and activities of existing society.  
It will take a stupendous effort to bring 
about the spiritual and moral revitalization 
needed to order the collective tempera-
ment of the nation in accordance with a 
Christian understanding of life.  If it is not 
done, however, our Faith, as well as that of 
our children and their descendents, will be 
at risk. 

As a start, a program of education and 
spiritual formation is needed.  It can no 
longer be assumed that Christians, includ-
ing Catholics, have an adequate knowl-
edge of their Faith, of why they were born, 
and toward what end they are destined.  
Catholics, as well as all Christians, must 
develop a deeper understanding of the 
purpose of their existence and make that a 
basis for their lives.  The education, begin-
ning in the parishes and continuing 
through organizations such as the Knights 
of Columbus, must be directed toward 

developing a Catholic philosophy of life, 
based on the unchanging tenets of the 
Faith, to instill values that will help the 
individual act in a Catholic manner in the 
world-at-large.  The aim is to have the 
person’s religious and social behavior 
united, so that one’s religious beliefs guide 
one’s actions in social life, business deal-
ings, and pleasurable activities. 

Catholics, and Christians generally, 
have operated in a reactive mode to the 
transformation of society.  Those advocat-
ing secularism have advanced their cause a 
step at a time, law suit after law suit, chal-
lenge after challenge, change after change.  
Now it is time for Catholics to take a more 
proactive stance, and what organization is 
better suited to do this than the Knights of 
Columbus, acting in concert with our 
Bishops and Priests. 

The Knights of Columbus is already 
playing a role in this effort with its 
consistent stand on pro-life issues, 
its support to keep the mention of 
God in the Pledge of Allegiance, 
and its growing willingness to 
speak out on political issues that 
have moral aspects that are in op-
position to Catholic teaching.  But, 
much more must be done.  Imag-
ine the effect on the nation if one 
million Catholic men and their 

families took a stand for decency – 
pledged not watch videos that were inde-
cent; did not patronize businesses that sup-
ported immoral life styles; said Grace be-
fore meals when in public restaurants; 
wrote their Congressmen about legislation 
that had moral implications (good as well 
as bad); complained to corporate sponsors 
about their sexually-suggestive advertis-
ing; said the Rosary as a family each day.  
The shift toward secularism has been 
many decades in the making, and it will 
take an extended period to fully reverse 
the trend.  As Knights, we can began with 
prayer, continue with educating our mem-
bers about the problems and what can be 
done, and then help develop public aware-
ness and stimulate public action to restore 
religion to its proper place in American 
democracy.  Although the task is Hercu-
lean, we are not alone – God is on our 
side.  Remember, Vivat Jesus! 

���������	
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Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

THE WAY  BACK  

(Fourth of a series of four articles) 
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McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

 
The June Chapter meeting will be 

held at Fr. McKenna Council No. 
11024 on Wednesday, June 20, at 
Mother Seton Parish Center, 19951 
Father Hurley Blvd., Germantown, MD 
20874.  

The exchange of Jewels of Office 
will take place at this meeting . 

Come and meet the new slate of 
officers which will head our Chapter. 

For further details, please contact 
Grand Knight Morris. 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Meets monthly at Fr. Rosensteel 
Council, #2169 at 8:00 pm, with 
Rosary beginning at 7:30 pm.  

The regularly scheduled meeting 
for the month of June will be on Thurs-
day the 21st.  All 4th Degree members 
from our Council are always welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 
 

Maryland  
State Council News   

 
The Maryland State Council pre-

pares a series of activities to enhance 
and help the success of every Council 
in the State; thus, a series of meetings 
are held statewide geared to Officers, to 
Activities Directors and chairmen, Fi-
nancial Secretaries and Grand Knights. 

 

Other activities include: 
 

· June 23—Grand Knights and Dis-
trict Deputies Seminar in Essex, 
Maryland 

· June 30—Installation of State Offi-
cers and District Deputies 

 
The Maryland State Convention in 

Ocean City was a success, and those 
from our Council who attended had a 
great time.  Maybe you should consider 
attending the next Convention… you 
have a year to think about it! 

 

NEWS FROM  SUPREME  

Supreme Knight  
Pledges ‘New Solidarity’ 
with Priests to Renew 
Parish Life 
Knights challenged to be the 
‘strong right arm of parish 
priests’ 
  

It is at the parish level and in support of 
parish priests that the Knights of Columbus 
will continue to make its mark on the 
Church.  That was the commitment Supreme 
Knight Carl A. Anderson made to more than 
100 priests and bishops from throughout 
Connecticut who were guests of honor at a 
banquet hosted by the Supreme Council on 
Founders Day, March 29.  “This year, in 
honor of the parish priest who was our foun-
der (Father Michael J. McGivney), the 
Knights of Columbus pledge to increase the 
vitality and spirituality that will help our 
parishes become the leading edge of a re-
newed and energetic Catholic Church,” said 
Anderson. 

Andersen further commented that every 
parish should have an active K of C pres-
ence.  Guided by Father McGivney’s vision, 
he said “we have worked hard to establish 
parish-based councils and promote greater 
solidarity with our priests”. 

“There are thousands of parish priests 
who are active members of the Knights of 
Columbus, and there are thousands of coun-
cils already active in local parishes.  We are 
providentially positioned to help lead the 
renewal of parish life in every country 
where we are active,” Anderson said.  He 
then cited the Order’s “works of charity, 
programs of Marian and Eucharistic devo-
tion, and efforts to promote family life and 
priestly vocations,” as among the ways the 
Knights make their mark on parish life. 

Anderson went on to say that the Or-
der’s anniversary would be a time “not to 
look back, but to look forward—to consider 
the great challenges that our Church today 
faces and to consider in what way we should 
act.”  Beginning on Founder’s Day, he said, 
Knights would commit to “providing a liv-
ing witness to the reality of the Gospel of 
life through our works of charity, unity and 
fraternity.” 

 

(Above excerpts taken from KoC 
“Knight Line”, April 5, 2007) 

placing an article along with return ad-
dressed envelopes in The Chatter.  The Fa-
ther McGivney Guild’s request for new 
members was also publicized in The Chat-
ter.  The Council hosted Tootsie Roll fund 
distribution meetings, 1st and 3rd degree ex-
emplifications and a hospitality room at the 
Annual Convention. A well-planned and 
executed Membership Blitz was carried out.  
Steps are underway to implement a major 
county approved renovation program of the 
Council’s home.   

 
FAMILY: Rock Creek selects each 

month a Family of the Month and a write-up 
of the family is included in The Chatter 
each month as a means of publicly thanking 
them for their work on behalf of the Council 
and encouraging others to emulate their ac-
tions.  Two family Pot Luck parties were 
held, one a Christmas Party with carols and 
Santa, the other celebrating Valentine’s Day 
with a craft table for the children and a Tar-
zan movie. Families of all ages joined in 
two afternoons of fun at our Seniors Coun-
try Western Parties.  

 
YOUTH:  Yearly our Council awards 

five $1,000 scholarships to 8th grade stu-
dents from our six parochial schools. The 
scholarships are renewable for up to four 
years to be applied to tuition at local Catho-
lic high schools.  Our Council also supports 
the Catholic education of two children in the 
Holy Land.  Housing, continental breakfasts 
and some transportation were provided for a 
dozen young pilgrims visiting Washington 
to participate in January’s Annual March for 
Life.  A  “Mind” Mass is offered each 
month at St. Jane De Chantal for mentally 
challenged youth, following which they and 
their parents proceed to the Council where 
they are treated to a continental breakfast, 
hot chocolate and sodas.  

 
As you can well imagine the carrying 

out of all these activities required an enor-
mous amount of time, effort and often 
money contributions by my Brother 
Knights, their families and friends.  Not to 
be overlooked has been the spirit of coop-
eration, support and patience rendered to us 
by out parish pastors.  To all of the forego-
ing I extend my sincerest thanks for helping 
make this a most successful year for Rock 
Creek Council.   

(Continued from page 2) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  
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Sunday, July 22, 2007 
Mass and Installation at 

HOLY  CROSS CHURCH  
4900 Strathmore Avenue, Garrett Park, MD  20814 

11:30 a.m. 
 

Reception, Dinner and Program at 
��������	����

� �

2:00 p.m. 
Reservations for the Reception & Dinner are a must - $30.00 per person 

For information, please call PGK Larry Grayson at 301-933-8731�
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Make your check payable to: ��32���))2���'(3�1�5�
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And mail it to:  5417 West Cedar Lane, Bethesda, MD  20814-1517 

Yes! Reserve space for us for the ��
�
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������������	��
����	�������
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July 22, 2007, 2:00 p.m., at Cantrel Hall 

We will be _______ adults at $30.00  each                TOTAL ENCLOSED: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Phone Number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  E-Mail Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    

CUT THIS STUB AND MAIL IT WITH YOUR CHECK TO PGK JO SEPH MURPHY, F.S. 

Are you a Booster? 
(Please circle) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

������
� �
(BEER & WINE)�



Community/Youth Activities 
 

2007  
O’H ARA  SCHOLARS  NAMED  

 
 Five outstanding students from our 

parochial schools have been selected to 
receive the Charles O’Hara Scholarships 
for the coming academic year.  

They are: Christopher DiMisa and 
Caitlin McDonnell of St. Bartholomew; 
Kelsey Reilly from Our Lady of Lourdes, 
and ZZ Krebs and John O. Hogan of Holy 
Cross School. Congratulations to you all! 

Each scholarship is for $1,000, renew-
able for up to four years.   

The selection was based on academic 
achievement, character, financial need, and 
the quality of their essay on the topic What 
the Catholic Faith Means to Me.   

Christopher and John will attend Gon-
zaga College High School; Caitlin is going 
to Georgetown Visitation Preparatory 
School; Kelsey to the Academy of the 
Holy Cross; and ZZ will attend Connelly 
School of the Holy Child.  

Added to the 16 continuing awardees, 
Rock Creek Council will now be support-
ing 21 students this coming year.  They 
represent all six of the parishes our Council 
serves.   

Members of the selection committee 
were PGKs Lawrence Grayson (chairman), 
John Cunningham, Neil Dorian, Peter Fer-
rigno, Roberto Ibáñez, and Robert Waters, 
and Grand Knight William Morris. 
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 At the Maryland State Council’s May Convention Rock 
Creek Council’s bulletin, The Knight Chatter, was awarded 
second place honors in the State’s Best Bulletin Contest.  
Thanks are indeed due to editor, Roberto Ibáñez, for his dedi-
cated efforts to get the Chatter to the judges on time! This re-
quired not only pleading with contributors but also, at times, 
cajoling and even threatening them.  Also, the State awarded 
Grand Knight Morris’s essay, What Does ‘Living Our Faith’ 
Mean to Me, second place in its Senior Citizen Essay Contest 
of that title. 

 In addition Rock Creek Council received a plaque recog-
nizing its participation in the State’s 2006-07 Surge with Ser-
vice Program.  This required that quarterly the Council carry 
out and report to State programs in each of five program areas--
Church, Community, Council, Family and Youth.  Thanks are 
due to many Council members for securing this award for the 
Council. 

   GK Morris demonstrating his athleticism at the Grand Knight’s Olympics 
during the 109th Maryland State Council’s  Annual Convention. 

RROCKOCK  C CREEKREEK  S SNARESNARES T TWOWO  S SECONDSECONDS  
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Knights of Columbus 
Celebrating 

125 Years 
of Faith in Action 

1882—2007 
 
March 29, 1882 
 

The Knights of Columbus, a new fraternal benefit 
society, is chartered by the State of Connecticut with 
11founding members.  
Inspired by a New Haven Catholic priest’s concern for 
the plight of widows, orphans and others in need, the 
organization quickly spreadsth roughoutt he state and 
beyond. 

 
March 29, 2007 
 

The 700 employees at the New Haven headquarters of 
the Knights of Columbus serve more than 1.7 million 
Knights in 13,000 councils on four continents.  
With $62 billion of life insurance in force, it provides 
rock-solid security for members and their families,who 
in turn donated more than $139 million and 64 million 
hours of volunteer service to charity last year. 
 

Are your proud to be a Knight of Columbus? If you are, why not show your 
true colors and purchase Knights of Columbus automobile license plates? 
See the flyer included next page. 
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Last month, April 28, 2007, I had the occasion 
to usher at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
for the Pilgrimage of the Archdiocese of Philadel-
phia. A crowd of over three thousand pilgrims as-
sembled at noon for a welcoming by Reverend Jo-
seph Holcomb, Director of Pilgrimages for the Na-
tional Shrine, and then a Bicentennial presentation 
took place.  

The Rite of Reconciliation followed in the Up-
per Church. By 2:00 P.M. the full congregation 
marched in a procession, crowning the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, Reconsecrated the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, and for a few minutes there was a concert of 
Sacred Music provided by the Bicentennial Elemen-
tary Chorus.  

The Principal Celebrate of the Eucharist and 
Homilist was by Justin Cardinal Rigale, Archbishop of Philadelphia. He announced that 
this was a year of Jubilee for the Church of Philadelphia as they celebrate the 200th An-
niversary of the establishment of the Diocese of Philadelphia. On April 8, 1808, recog-
nizing the pastoral needs of the newly arrived and growing immigrant Catholic commu-
nity, Pope Pius VII established Philadelphia as a Diocese with Bishop Egan as the first 
Bishop. In addition to Cardinal Rigale, Anthony Cardinal Bevilaequa was present, five 
bishops of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and over a hundred priests, deacons, and 
seminarians. To participate in any Mass at the Shrine is such a blessing, but now add the 
additional pleasure to have this Mass said to over three thousand pilgrims.  

Don’t forget that only Third Degree Knights of Columbus may serve as Ushers at 
the National Shrine.  There’s always need for more Ushers.  The service is for one Mass 
per month.  ONE MASS PER MONTH!  Practically everybody could do that!  Please 
consider this ministry at Our Lady’s Shrine.  Call me for more information.   

God Bless 

weep and mourn, while the world rejoices; 
you will grieve, but your grief will become 
joy.” 

Even this was not a direct answer to 
their concerns, so they had to make the 
decision of either accepting Jesus’ answer 
in faith or turning away in disappointment. 

 
Often we, too, are like the disciples.  

We can get distraught and confused, not 
knowing how to respond to the events oc-
curring in our lives or in the world.  Even 
after careful discernment we are not always 
sure what is the correct decision or path to 
follow.  However, God does hear our 
prayer and does give us support and direc-
tion.  God speaks to us through prayer, the 
Church, and sometimes through events 
themselves. 

But God’s answers are seldom direct 
or specific.  God reveals to us what we 
need to know at the time and we, like the 
disciples, must listen in faith, trusting that 
God is guiding us along the way.   

We do, indeed, walk by faith and not 
by sight. 

God bless you. 
Msgr. Gatto 

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
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Finally! The Supreme Court 
presented a 5-4 decision on 
April 18, 2007 to uphold the 
Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act. 
President George W. Bush 
signed this into law in 2003, 
after an overwhelming Congres-
sional bipartisan majority vote 
was passed. It took another four 
years of legal maneuvering to 
arrive to this Decision. Voting in 
the majority were Chief Justice 

John Roberts, Samuel Alito, Antonin Scalia and Clarence Tho-
mas.  

Right away, Cardinal Justin Rigali of Philadelphia, head of 
the U.S. Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities said “The 
court’s decision does not affect the legal status of the great ma-
jority of abortions, and does not reverse past decisions claiming 
to find a right to abortion in the Constitution.” He then added, 
“However, it provides reasons for renewed hope and renewed 
effort on the part of pro-life Americans.” 

Seven years ago, the Supreme Court had turned down this 
ban, with, then Justice Sandra Day O’Connor siding with the 

majority. In the mean time, Congress received sufficient evi-
dence that partial-birth abortions were never medically neces-
sary. They were convinced that other safe medical methods were 
available. President Bush was most pleased with this decision, 
realizing his role, taken to assist in this final say of the justices.  

We should however realize that the Supreme Court Justices 
are not against abortion on demand but just against this one par-
ticular form. It is a shame that Justice Ruth Ginsburg expressed 
her harsh contempt that this was the beginning of the Supreme 
Court taking away the rights of  American women. It is obvious 
that now that Sandra Day O’Connor has left the court, the new 
justice with the swinging vote will be Justice Kennedy.  

It would be great if I could say that this was the beginning of 
our pro-life movement to, once and for all, end abortion. I am 
afraid that this is not the case. But, who knows, with prayers, 
maybe with divine intervention, this could be the case.   

Please keep “a respect for life in all stages” in your prayers. 
Each time you say the rosary, let this be one of your intentions. 
Banning partial-birth abortion just seems to make us feel, by a 
small notch, a better person. We will then continue to work to-
ward a day when every new born is permitted into this world and 
our law of the land asks that they be protected.  

God Bless. 

 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

  

 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 
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Our Seniors’ Club once again had a tremendous success 
with a Country-Western themed party, and even though names 
are being withheld to protect the innocent, you can tell that they 
all had a great time. 

 
Seniors’ President, PGK Bob Waters commented that they 

would be making another $1,000 donation to the Council’s 
Charity Fund, and that his group strongly suggests it is used to 
help seminarians studying for the priesthood. 

True to his word, PGK Waters gave our Grand Knight said 
check, and he did it during the Maryland State Council Conven-
tion in Ocean City (left).  Also witnessing the event in front of 
our Hospitality Room, was DGK Tony Ibáñez. 

Seniors’ Second COUNTRY-WESTERN Party a resounding success! 

   

Holy Cross School—Ms. Sadie Peterson St. Bart’s School—Ms. Christine Davidson Holy Redeemer School—Mr. David Norton 

St. Jane’s School—Ms. Sarah Maguire Little Flower School—Ms. Rita Curley 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year 2007 
Our Lady of Lourdes School—Ms. Linda Merkel 

18TH ANNUAL  TEACHERS APPRECIATION  AND AWARDS NIGHT  
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Our Second Country-
Western Party was a huge suc-
cess!  It was bigger and better 
than our November Party.  Many 
thanks to PGK Wes Chin, to our 
VP Jim Young and his wife 
Louise, to Ann Doby, Hilda 
Stofko, Bill Kiley, Jim McCabe, 
Charlie and Marge Swanke, Tom 
Locraft, Mark Emery & wife 
Patty, to Roberto Ibáñez 
(Chatter) and Jean Gordon 
(flyer), to Darlene Coleman for the mailings, 
etc., and to Helen Brennan for keeping our 
records.  The Seniors will again donate 
$1,000.00 to the Council’s Charity Fund, and 
we recommend it be used to support two 
seminarians. 

At our May meeting we had only four (4) 
members attending.  This is very discourag-

ing as I again made the trip back 
from Ocean City!  As I men-
tioned in my last Report these 
meetings are important to discuss 
our future events.  We have 
scheduled for June another 
“Summer Splash,” for July our 
traditional Indoor Picnic, for Au-
gust perhaps a visit to “Alfio’s,” 
and for September a cocktail 
party or another Country-
Western.   

As you know, I live more than half the 
time in Ocean City since my condo was de-
stroyed by fire.  We need chairpersons to run 
these functions.  I will help as much as possi-
ble.  If you enjoy your Seniors’ Parties, we 
need your help! 

We would like to give our most special 
congratulations to our member Norb Wittrock 
for recently celebrating his 95th Birthday! 

Remember to support our Council func-
tions and to invite your clergy to ours. 

 

 GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 
 

   PRAYER CORNER 
 
In your prayers remember:  Mannie 

Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, Tom Becker, William “Will” Bello, 
Larry Bisnett, John Bruce, PGK Larry Cain, 
Ray Celada, Dr. Lou Chacos, Jinny Chwirut, 
Dick Fay, PGK Peter Ferrigno, Ed Flaim, 
Marge Gallery, Katharine Giodati, FS Art and  
Carole Hanley, Stacey Harim, Marie Horan, 
Fr. Matt Kieman, Gertrude King, Julia Mar-
cus (Art Hanley’s granddaughter), James 
Marketos, Tony Mastro, Leona Newton, our 
Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. William O’Donnell, 
Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, Anna 
Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, George and Joan 
Reed, Helen Rogers (sister of Hilda Stofko), 
Pat Siemien, Gloria Skapik Estelle Stoltz, 
Stephanie Suff, Mildred Swank, Ray Timm, 
Joselyn Walter Graham and Regina Walter, 
Barbara Waters, R. Joyce Waters, Miriam 
Webster, my cousin Bernice Wilt, our Re-
corder Emeritus Norb Wittrock, Karen Zack 
and Fran & Frank Zello. 

PGK Bob Waters 

 

 
CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 
GRAND KNIGHT 

William J. Morris  -  301-365-0275 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 
CHANCELLOR 

Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 
WARDEN 

Manuel A. Aragón  -  301-530-4798 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Arthur G. Hanley - 301-881-3423 

RECORDER 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

INSIDE GUARD 
Stephen Schwartz  -  301-654-6724 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - Neil Dorian, PGK - 301-977-3840 
2-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
3-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240 - 432 - 7838 
CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

Manuel A. Aragón  -  301 - 530 - 4798 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Thomas A. Stallone  - 703 - 898 - 2133 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 

LECTURER 
Joseph P. Aukward  -  301 - 530 - 2889 

 
PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 

Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 
 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 

William J. Morris  -  301 - 365 - 0275 
4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 

Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK  -  301- 469 - 6099 
 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
 
 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 
CHATTER EDITOR 

E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 
e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
CHATTER MAILING CAPTAIN 

John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
WEBMASTER 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
 

BUILDING  MANAGER 
Arthur G. Hanley - 301-881-3423 

 
COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 

Sometimes it is easy to overlook the 
simplest of things. 

Take the beneficiaries on your life in-
surance policies.  If your policy was applied 
for and issued several years ago, it could 
very well be that the beneficiary originally 
designated to receive the proceeds from that 
policy needs to be updated.  If you bought 
the policy when you were single, for exam-
ple, you may have named your parents as 
beneficiaries.  If you have since been mar-
ried, that could be updated to reflect your 
spouse, and even your children. 

Most people list a primary beneficiary – 
that person is specifically designated as the 
first in priority to receive policy proceeds.  
We also encourage the naming of a contin-
gent beneficiary – an alternate person desig-
nated to receive policy proceeds, usually in 
the event that the original beneficiary pre-
deceases the insured. 

When I call to arrange your annual 
“insurance check-up,” one of the matters 
that we can discuss is the status of your 
beneficiary designations.  If they need up-
dating, and they often do, I can usually com-
plete the paperwork during the appointment. 

I look forward to meeting with you to 
review all your life insurance policies. 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

For additions, deletions or changes to 
this list, please call me at 301-493-8883 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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Most Holy 
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10 
Corpus Christi 

WORKER’S 
PARTY�

11 12 
EXECUTIVE 

7:30 pm 
AUXILIARY 

1:30 pm 

13 
SENIORS 

12:30 pm 
K-C Club 
7:30 p.m 

14 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 
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Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 
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FATHER’s 
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SEMINAR 
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Rosary 7:30 
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