
Thanks to the dedicated, untiring 
work of our Tootsie Roll Campaign 
Chairman, Vince Bunag, Rock Creek 
Council has again met its annual 
$5,000-6000 Campaign goal.  Unfortu-
nately space precludes our thanking 
each and every one who participated in 
the collection of funds for the Campaign 
but we do thank you all for your time 
and effort.  I must, however, extend spe-
cial kudos to Mannie Aragon and Neil 
Dorian for their early Saturday morning 
stand at below freezing temperatures 
and take special note of the record collections attained by Carole 
Hanley and her grandson Ben Marcus.  We expect to see you and 
all of this year’s participants again next year, we have your 
names! 

In my November Chatter report I requested reader’s views 
on my summary status report on Rock Creek’s building program 
and the question which I raised concerning the possibility of sell-
ing the building, Unfortunately I did not give my complete E-
mail address.   

My correct address is williammorrisjr@verizon.net.  Two 
(Continued on page 3) 

Dear Knights, 
  

Each year the Church celebrates 
the Feast of Christ the King on the 
Last Sunday in Ordinary time.  

For the Israelites, Yahweh was 
their one true king and His covenant 
with his people was one of love and 
patronage.  The man on the throne of 
Israel was to be the prime instrument 
of God’s will and power.  He was to 
keep a copy of the laws relating to 
the King, and was to read them every 

day of his life “that he may learn to fear the Lord, his God, and to 
heed and fulfill all the words of this law and these statutes.”  The 
kings of Israel were not to fight battles or negotiate treaties; they 
were to live in obedience to God’s law so as to give an example 
to their subjects.  In this tradition, Jesus was truly a king. 

We proclaim the rule of Jesus and His power during each 
Mass.  We stand in prayer before we receive the Bread of Life 
and the Cup of Salvation and ask that the Kingdom of God on 
earth will be one of unity and peace.  In a symbolic act that is 
rooted in our discipleship, we reach out to one another with a sign 

(Continued on page 9) 

Chaplain  Gatto 

 

����������		
�������� Published Monthly, at no charge, by Rock Creek Council, 5417 W. Cedar Lane, Bethesda, MD  20814              �����

������� ���

� �� �� ����� �	 �
���� � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � ���

���� �� ��� �� �� 	�
���������	
��		�
�
 ��

�����
���
���	
������
 ��

��	�����
�������	
������
 ��

�����	
��������� 
 ��

������
���������	
������ 
 ������

�������
���
�����
 �!	
 ��

�������
���
�		��"��
 �!	
 ��

�������
���������	
������ ���� �������

���������
���������	
������
 ��

������
���������	
������
 	�

���"��	���
 
�

������	
���"
������ � ���

#����
$
%��&��'�
���������	 
 
�

 

Grand Knight Morris 

MEMORIAL MASMEMORIAL MAS SS  

As is traditional in our Council, on Veterans’ Day we held our own Memorial Mass in honor of our de-
parted Brother Knights.  All our local widows received a personal invitation on the mail.  Above we see GK 
Morris leading the Prayers of the Faithful, after which he read aloud each name of the brothers who went to their 
eternal recompense in the past 24 months.  The Color Corps added dignity to the moving ceremony. 
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W I L L I A M  J .  MO R R I S ,  JR . ,  G K  
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R E V .  M S G R .  V I N C E N T  S .  GA T T O ,  K H S H  



There is an interesting article in the November 19 New Advent web site.  The arti-
cle references the turn about from eliminating the word Christmas in many of the 
places that we shop during this season to actually changing back to the theme of 
“Merry Christmas.”  Maybe there is hope for mankind after all! 

As I write this, Thanksgiving is right over the horizon and then we will enter the 
Advent season.   The season gives us an opportunity to prepare for the great celebration 
of Christmas and the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is time to find the Advent 
wreath and candles and remember those who will not be with the family during this 
wondrous and holy season. 

My Saint of the month is St. Francis Xavier, a Jesuit Priest.  He is considered the 
greatest missionary since the time of the Apostles, and the zeal he displayed, the won-
derful miracles he performed, and the great number of souls he brought to the light of 
true Faith, entitle him to this distinction.   

May you have a merry and safe Christmas! 
Tom Schneider 
District Deputy 
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The Family of the Month selection 
for October, 2006 is the Hanley family.  
Art is the Financial Secretary of Rock 
Creek Council, a position he has held 
since 2000.  His wife is Carole, and they 
are the proud parents of five children, 
David, Patricia, Arthur, Jr., and twins 
Michelle & Michael.  All their children 
were provided CCD education and are 
grown.  Grandchildren include Ben, 
Emily, Julia, and Sarah.   

Art and Carole have been parishion-
ers of St. Elizabeth for the past 43 years 
having served in several volunteer capaci-
ties.  Carole, along with daughter Mi-
chelle, and grandson Ben, have volun-
teered time to request donations in the 
State Council Car Raffle and Tootsie Roll 
program to benefit the mentally handi-
capped.     

Art has been a member of the Fourth 
Degree Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle No. 
0386 Assembly for several years and has 
been the Council Lounge Manager for 

many years.    Art has accepted the posi-
tion of Building and Rentals Manager and 
began his responsibilities November first.  
He is a member of the O’Hara Memorial 
Scholarship Committee.  Each year this 
committee reviews applications submitted 
by eighth-grade students from six paro-
chial schools to select five scholarship 
winners, each to receive a $1,000 award 
to the Catholic High School of his choice. 

Carole is an active member of the 
Ladies Auxiliary and organizes and pre-
pares food dishes for the annual 
Teacher’s Appreciation Night. Art and 
Carole help set up and attend the three 
dinner-dances held at the Council every 
year.   

The members, wives, and families 
thank you for your time and commitment 
to our Council for so many years.  We 
extend our appreciation for the many acts 
and the jobs which you perform that we 
all too often take for granted and fail to 
recognize. 

FAMILIY  ACTIVITIES REPORT - Family of the Month 
By PGK Neil Dorian, Chairman 

The Family of F.S. Arthur and Carole Hanley 

ATTENTION LADIES! 
 
There is going to be a change in our  

DECEMBER meeting date.  We are all 
going to get very busy in the next few 
weeks, so we’ve decided  to meet on 
TUESDAY, DECEMER 5 AT 1:30 PM  AT 
THE COUNCIL HOME rather than De-
cember 12.    We are going to have our 
own little Christmas celebration by hav-
ing a prepared lunch at the meeting 
(courtesy of our Treasury) and dessert 
will be the cookies our members will 
bring as part of the Christmas Cookie 
Exchange.  Each member will bring 2 
dozen cookies to share at the luncheon 
and will take home a few of each other’s 
cookies so we’ll have an assortment. 

As is our usual custom at Christmas, 
we will determine at the meeting to which 
charity we will send a donation.  Also this 
year we are going to prepare shoe boxes 
with items suitable for a man, woman or 
child that we will deliver to Bethesda Ca-
res.  Items that could be included are 
gloves, warm hats, Kleenex packages, 
shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrush, de-
odorant, razors, soap and hand lotion.  
The toiletry items should be travel size.  A 
small toy could also be included in the 
child’s box.  The box tops and bottoms 
should be wrapped in Christmas wrap-
ping but left unsealed.  The boxes should 
be brought to the meeting on the 5th. 

The Telephone Tree Callers have 
placed calls to everyone on our member-
ship list but any ladies who get this mes-
sage and would like to participate would 
be most welcome.  Just be sure to call me 
if you plan to attend so I can have a count 
when ordering the sandwiches.  My phone 
number is 301/530-0210; e-mail is  

Jennie512@aol.com.   
 

I’ll be waiting to hear from 
you!   Thanks for all your 
help!   
 
God Bless!     
 

��������

L ADIES  AUXILIARY  NEW S 
Jennie P. Morris, PresidentJennie P. Morris, President  
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Wishes a safe, happy and holy Christmas and New Year 
Season to all Rock Creek Members and their families. 
May our Divine Savior and Our Blessed Mother watch 

over all of our Council Family throughout 2007. 
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Brothers, however, overcame this obstacle 
and reached me with comments which I 
will share with you.  First, however, I must 
make it clear that Rock Creek’s building is 
owned by the Kay-Cee Club not the Coun-
cil but the latter in turn owns all of the 
Club’s stock. 

 
A long time faithful Council member 

writes that in his view the building pro-
gram should be delayed “…until a decision 
is reached on the future course of our 
Council in the changed culture of today, 
particularly its location.  Selling the Coun-
cil home is an idea involving a number of 
problems requiring more consideration.” 

 
PGK Richard Kolf believes that seri-

ous consideration should be given to sell-
ing the Council’s home. He writes that 
“Participation in the management and 

maintenance duties of the Council has been 
dropping steadily for years, and it doesn’t 
surprise me to learn of key vacancies like 
the President of the KC Club.  Upkeep of 
the Council home is necessary, and the 
people just aren’t there to do the small 
maintenance or lawn and garden upkeep.  
Without the burden of “home” upkeep, we 
could hope that more volunteer time would 
be available for the running of the Council 
itself, and its charitable activities. 

There are many Councils which oper-
ate very effectively without a home.  Gener-
ally, they use space at their home parish.  
With us, that should prove even easier, be-
cause we serve more than one parish.  Per-
haps I am wrong, but I would guess there 
might be an advantage to us to hold activi-
ties in meeting space provided by our par-
ishes on some sort of a rotational basis.  
The way things are now, St. Jane’s has the 
appearance of being a little more than 
equal.  Anyway, a careful look at this 
would seem in order, perhaps talking with 
our Chaplains and other pastors.  The in-

come from the invested proceeds from sale 
of the property would make possible more 
charitable activities.” 

 
Montgomery County approvals pro-

vide that we have until next October to ini-
tiate work on our existing building program 
and our top priority is to begin construction 
of a storeroom for which we now have a 
preliminary cost estimate of $310,000.  The 
Kay-Cee Club is exploring cheaper ver-
sions of the storeroom and last month I 
raised the question as to the possibility of  
selling our building.  State Advocate Wil-
liam C.Kuchmas,III has advised that the 
Council keeps the dollars from any such 
sale.  I would like to hear from you in these 
regards so that I may carry your views to 
the Directors of the Kay-Cee Club.   

 
Again my correct address is william-

morrisjr@verizon.net. 

(Continued from page 1) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  

The New Haven Museum and Histori-
cal Society honored the Knights of Colum-
bus Nov. 14 with its 15th annual Seal of 
the City Award. The award recognizes  the 
contributions of individuals or organiza-
tions toward the advancement of 
society and culture in New Ha-
ven. 

Founded in 1882 at St. 
Mary’s Church on Hillhouse 
Avenue in the city, the Knights of 
Columbus has maintained its 
headquarters in New Haven ever 
since. Its distinct, four-tower of-
fice building beside the New ha-
ven Coliseum site is a familiar 
city landmark. The Order em-
ploys 700 people in its insurance, 
charitable and fraternal opera-
tions. 

According to the historical 
society, the Knights of Columbus 
is “a major employer and con-
tributor to the local economy and its mem-
bers and staff volunteer thousands of hours 
each year to the greater New Haven com-
munity.” The Order maintains a world-

class museum at 1 State St., which de-
buted two exclusive exhibits from the 
Vatican, Nov. 1. The museum is open 
year-round and offers free admission and 
parking. 

Another significant contribution of 
the Knights to New Haven has been its 
support for the Father Michael J. McGiv-
ney Center for Cancer Care at the Hospital 

of Saint Raphael. Named for the parish 
priest who founded the Knights of Colum-
bus, the Order has donated or pledged 
nearly $6.5 million to the hospital, includ-
ing a recent $3 million endowment to St. 

Raphael’s Second Century of 
Caring Campaign. 
“New Haven has been home to 
the Knights of Columbus for 
nearly 125 years,” said Supreme 
Knight Carl A. Anderson. “The 
Order is proudly a part of the 
city’s heritage and grateful for 
this tribute and recognition by the 
New Haven Museum and Histori-
cal Society.” 
The Seal of the City Award was 
presented at a gala dinner at the 
New Haven Lawn Club. Proceeds 
from the dinner will benefit 
NHMHS educational and com-
munity outreach programs. 
NHMHS, located at 114 Whitney 

Ave., is featuring an exhibit entitled The 
Knights of Columbus: At Home in New 
Haven from early November through 
year’s end.  

HISTORICAL  SOCIETY ’S SEAL  OF THE CITY  HONOR  
RECOGNIZES LONGTIME  CONTRIBUTIONS  BY THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 



ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

 
 The December Chapter meeting 

will be held at St. Columcille Council 
#5317 on Friday, December 1st.  

St. Columcille Council is located on 
1633 Tucker Road, Fort Washington, 
MD  20744. 

This will be the Chapter’s annual 
Christmas Party.  There will be NO 
MEETING. Ladies are cordially invited. 
  

For further details, please contact 
Grand Knight Morris. 
 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Meets monthly at Fr. Rosensteel 
Council, #2169 at 8:00 pm, with Rosary 
beginning at 7:30 pm.  

The regularly scheduled meeting for 
the month of December will be on 
Thursday the 20th.  All 4th Degree 
members from our Council are always 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 

 

Maryland  
State Council News   

 
The Maryland State Council pre-

pares a series of activities to enhance 
and help the success of every Council in 
the State; thus, a series of meetings are 
held statewide geared to Officers, to 
Activities Directors and chairmen, Fi-
nancial Secretaries and Grand Knights. 

Other activities include: 
· Dec 9—State Christmas Party at 

Cardinal Gibbons Council # 2521 
· Jan. 6—State Mid-Term meeting 
· Jan 22— March for Life, Washing-

ton, DC 
· Feb 2-12—Caribbean Cruise 
 

Ask details from our Grand Knight.  
The DGK should attend the State Mid-
Term meeting. 

 

NEWS FROM  SUPREME 
POPE APPOINTS 
SUPREME KNIGHT TO 
PONTIFICAL COUNCIL  

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson has 
been appointed by Pope Benedict XVI as a 
consultor to the Pontifical Council for Social 
Communications for a five-year term. 

The Pontifical Council for Social Com-
munications, under the direction of 
Archbishop John P. Foley, a Philadelphia 
native and a Knight of Columbus, is respon-
sible for addressing issues and interests in 
cinema, radio, television, and the news me-
dia as they pertain to the teaching and mis-
sion of the Catholic Church. 

Anderson, who has served as Supreme 
Knight since 2000, also serves as a member 
of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, a 
consultor to the Pontifical Council for the 
Family and to the Pontifical Council for 
Justice and Peace. He was also the only 
Catholic layman from North America to 
serve as an auditor to two recent World Syn-
ods of Bishops. In 1998, Pope John Paul II 
appointed him a member of the Pontifical 
Academy for Life.  From 1983 to 1998, Mr. 
Anderson taught as a visiting professor of 
family law at the Pontifical John Paul II 
Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family 
at the Pontifical Lateran University in 
Rome. In 1988, he became the founding vice 
president and first dean of the Washington, 
D.C., campus of this graduate school of the-
ology, now located at Catholic University. 

Mr. Anderson holds degrees in philoso-
phy from Seattle University and in law from 
the University of Denver. He is a member of 
the bar of the District of Columbia and is 
admitted to practice law before the U.S. Su-
preme Court. He and his wife, Dorian, are 
the parents of five children. 

COUNCIL 
ACTIVITIES REPORT  

SECOND DEGREE  
EXEMPLIFICATION 

 
A Second Degree Exemplification was 

held on November 9TH at St. Manyanet 
Council located in Frost Center School off 
Aspen Hill Road.  Four Rock Creek Coun-
cil’s Past Grand Knights: Joe Murphy 
(Captain), Larry Grayson, Peter Ferrigno, 
and Neil Dorian are members of the De-
gree Team.  Six Brothers took the degree, 
one each from St. Manyanet, Monsignor 
Wells, and Rock Creek Councils, and three 
from College Park Council.  Also taking 
the degree was a Priest from St. Raphael’s.   

The new Second Degree member from 
our Council is Albert (A.J.) Miele, Jr.   A.J. 
took his First Degree at Rock Creek on 
October 26 and wasted no time advancing 
to the second stage on his journey to full 
Knighthood.  When you see A.J. in church 
or at the Council, please congratulate him 
on this accomplishment. 
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Christianity shaped the worldview of 
those who established this nation.  Ameri-
cans in the 18th century were, by and large, 
practicing Christians -- Methodists, Epis-
copalians, Calvinists, Puritans, Quakers, 
Congregationalists, Unitarians.  They were 
well acquainted with the Bible and its 
teachings, which they referred to fre-
quently in their writings and speech.  
Christianity provided those who estab-
lished this nation with a common moral 
consciousness that shaped their thinking 
on temporal and secular matters, allowing 
them to agree upon fundamental principles 
to develop a democratic government. 

The Founding Fathers understood the 
necessity of a moral basis for the continu-
ance of a democracy, as the character 
weaknesses and self-interest of men were 
obvious – even among themselves.  John 
Hancock, who served as president of the 
Second Continental Congress that declared 
this nation’s independence, was a con-
victed smuggler.  Benjamin Franklin was a 
known philanderer.  George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and 
many other of these early Americans, were 
slave owners.  Samuel Adams incited the 
Boston Tea Party in which private prop-
erty was destroyed to make a political 
point.  A form of government in which 
power was vested in the people could only 
survive if the citizenry was virtuous.  The 
greatness of the Founders was in creating a 
governmental structure that distributed 
power and provided checks and balances 
to deal with venality, self-interest and radi-
cal desires of men. 

Christianity instilled in them a belief 
in an omnipotent God who oversees the 
affairs of men, universal moral laws that 
transcend those of mankind, the dignity, 
worth and equality of the individual who is 
made in God’s image, the primacy of inner 
values over external ones, the immortality 
of the soul, and divine justice after death 
with reward and punishment meted out 
based on one’s actions in life.  These ten-
ets were reflected in the fundamental 
documents of this nation: the Declaration 
of Independence, the Constitution, the Bill 
of Rights. 

In his Farewell Address from the 
Presidency, George Washington stated, 
“Of all the dispositions and habits which 
lead to political prosperity, religion and 
morality are indispensable supports.”  
Benjamin Rush, a signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence, stated that “the only 
foundation for a useful education in a re-
public is to be laid in Religion.  Without 
this there can be no virtue, and without 
virtue there can be no liberty.”  Even Tho-
mas Jefferson, a deist with no professed 
religious affiliation, recognized the impor-
tance of religion to shape the behavior of 
the populace in a democracy.  He stated, 
“Of all the systems of 
morality, ancient or 
modern, which have 
come under my obser-
vation, none appear to 
me so pure as that of 
Jesus.” 

The 18th century 
saw an increase in an 
exclusive application 
of reason to the devel-
opment of political 
economy, government, 
and science.  Many 
traditional ideas such 
as the Divine Right of 
Kings, hereditary status, and rights based 
on social class were challenged and re-
placed by an emphasis on freedom, justice, 
and tolerance.  There was an evolving un-
derstanding that certain individual rights 
pre-existed the state, that government ex-
ists to protect those innate rights, that a 
constitution should protect individual 
autonomy from other individuals and gov-
ernmental power, and in private property.  
Society was viewed as an implicit social 
contract between the state and its citizens 
regarding the rights and responsibilities of 
each.  John Locke, one of the most influ-
ential of the 17th century Enlightenment 
philosophers, argued that a government 
could only be legitimate if it received the 
consent of the governed and protected the 
natural rights of life, liberty, and estate.  If 
such consent were not given or if the lead-
ers betray the agreements implicit in the 

sovereign-subject relationship then the 
people have a right to overthrow their 
leaders.  This gave rise to the belief that 
America should be formed as a republic in 
which sovereignty is invested in the peo-
ple, rather than in a hereditary elite. 

With these concepts in mind, this na-
tion’s founders sought to replace the om-
nipotent rule of a monarch with govern-
ment based on reason and on the will of 
the people.  Thomas Paine in Common 
Sense asserted that King George III failed 
to protect the rights of colonists and hence 
a revolution was justified.  When Thomas 
Jefferson drafted the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, he included a 
litany of “Injuries and 
Usurpations” committed 
by the King as a justifica-
tion for severing all po-
litical bonds with Great 
Britain.  These ideas also 
formed the philosophical 
basis for the arguments 
presented in the Federal-
ist Papers which pro-
posed creating a form of 
government that would 
balance individual liberty 
with community order.  
These early Amerricans 

recognized that conflicts would inevitably 
arise as a result of differing self-interest 
among the States and among individuals, 
and that the best way to preserve the rights 
of people was to place power in the hands 
of the people through a central govern-
ment.  The result is a uniquely American 
political philosophy of government, practi-
cal in nature, founded on experience, 
rooted in developments that began in clas-
sical Athens and ancient Rome, tempered 
by the Enlightenment, and based on the 
beliefs of a particular religious tradition. 

In the tumultuous global discord of 
today, open, honest and fruitful dialogue 
between American democracy and other 
world cultures can only occur if this nation 
maintains the moral basis for its culture, 
which is rooted in Judeo-Christian princi-
ples.  

���������	
 �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

The Origins of American Democracy 
Part 2: Christianity and the Enlightenment  

Dr. Benjamin Rush  



The Tootsie Roll Campaign for people with mental retarda-
tion and other mental disabilities, came to a close on November 
18 and 19, when PGK Vince Bunag and his faithful helpers took 
care of the last of our parishes: St. Bartholomew’s. 

This year, thanks to PGK Bunag’s relentless efforts, our 
Council was able to collect over $5,5000; quite a difference with 
last year’s, which didn’t even get $3000. 

Once again, Vince and Glenda Bunag’s listing of volunteers 
was the key element in our Council’s efforts.  They put together 
lists of volunteers for each and every one of our five parishes.  
Every Mass was covered with enough volunteers to make a dif-

ference.  Then, each of them was not only notified, but also re-
minded of his duties a day or two before the event took place. 

More than once Vince had to re-schedule a parish because of 
them having other event the same weekend Rock Creek was to be 
there.  This did not disturb Vince at all.  He just moved things 
around, called his volunteers, and proceeded with his usual good 
spirits. 

The Campaign was a success, and we recognize the efforts 
this untiring couple.  Vince and Glenda, Rock Creek Council 
thanks you… very much!  

We must as well recognize each and every volunteer who 
helped him.  Without them this would have never happened.  
Gathering over $5,000 dollar after dollar, quarter after quarter, is 
an accomplishment.  You know who you are.  We thank you as 
well for a job well done. 
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Community Activities 
TOOTSIE ROLL CAMPAIGN 
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at 7:30 p.m. in Cantrel Hall 
 

Victory Housing, Inc., of the Catholic Archdiocese of Washington, 
will present a new and different approach to meeting our challenges in maintaining our Council home. 

A representative of that organization will speak to us about their award winning projects to meet the needs of 
senior citizens who face some of the same challenges that we face as an organization. 

 
Victory Housing has developed a number of communities for the Archdiocese including  

the Bartholomew House in Bethesda, the Raphael House in Rockville, the Byron House in Potomac,  
and the just recently completed Grace House in Silver Spring. 

 
They will propose the option of building and operating a housing residence on 

our property, and in turn maintain our facilities for us. 
 

All stockholders are invited to attend this  
Regular Meeting of the Kay-Cee Club Board of Directors. 

   Other scenes during our Memorial Mass:  At left two of the four members of the Color Corps attending our ceremony.  In the middle, George and Rebecca Cruz, 
who provided the music, and at the right, the altar traditionally erected for our Blessed Mother. 



On Saturday, November 11th, our Council had its annual Me-
morial Mass in Cantrel Hall. We traditionally hold such Mass on 
Veteran’s Day.  This year we prayed in memory of Rock Creek’s 
Departed Brother Knights, the victims of Abortion in our country, 
for the Brother Knights who died on 9-11-01 and our Military 
Brother Knights, currently in harm’s way in the Middle East.  All 
our widows living in our area were mailed a personal invitation. 

Our Chaplain, Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto was the sole celebrant, 
for Msgr. William F. O’Donnell (our Chaplain Emeritus) had to 
attend an emergency hospital call for a dying individual. Our As-
sociate Chaplain, Deacon John Shewmaker assisted the celebrant 

and PGK Roberto Ibáñez 
was the Adult Acolyte. 

PGK Neil E. 
Dorian read from the 
Book of the Maccabees, 
PGK John F. Cunning-
ham led the congregation 
in responding to the 23rd 
Psalm, and FDD, PGK, 
PFN Lawrence P. Gray-
son read a portion of 
Paul’s letter to the Ro-
mans. Our current Grand 

Knight, William Mor-
ris, Jr., (see cover of 
the Chatter) led the 
Prayers of the Faithful, 
and read the names of 
our Brother Knights 
who died in the last 24 
months; as it is our 
tradition, a bell was 
rung after each name 
was called.    Deacon 
Shewmaker  pro-
claimed the Gospel, 
and Msgr. Gatto gave 
an inspirational hom-
ily. Our GK and First 
Lady Jennie P. Morris 
presented the gifts and 
Sally McCarthy brought up the “Red Rose”. 

 
Our special thanks to the Color Corps of Cardinal O’Boyle 

Assembly, Fourth Degree, for their enhancing the dignity of the 
Memorial; to Brother George Cruz and his wife Becky for provid-
ing the music for the Mass; to PGK Roberto Ibáñez who prepared 
the program and selected the readings; to my wife, Mary Ann, for 
purchasing all the food and setting and cleaning up for the Conti-
nental Breakfast which followed the Mass. There were others not 
mentioned here by name, who helped by bringing the altar up to 
the first floor (that is quite an undertaking) and assisted me in 
setting up the hall; and I 
thank them. 

 
There were a little 

over sixty members, 
wives, widows and 
guests in attendance. I 
am happy to say that 
everything seemed to 
move smoothly and that 
all were satisfied to have 
been present.  

God Bless. 

 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT:  Memorial Mass  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 
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Deacon John ShewmakerDeacon John Shewmaker  

 

View of Cantrel Hall just prior to our Annual Memor ial MassView of Cantrel Hall just prior to our Annual Memor ial Mass  Msgr. Gatto enjoying his Continental BreakfastMsgr. Gatto enjoying his Continental Breakfast  

Chaplain Msgr. Vincent GattoChaplain Msgr. Vincent Gatto  

PGK Lawrence GraysonPGK Lawrence Grayson  PGK Jack CunninghamPGK Jack Cunningham  PGK Neil DorianPGK Neil Dorian  
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This will be a Pot Luck Dinner 
Please bring a favorite dish or dessert,  

suitable to feed at least 10 people, 
in lieu of an admission charge. 

 
Families with last name beginning A through M   

are encouraged to bring a main dish. 
 

Families with last name beginning with N through Z,  
please bring a salad, vegetable or dessert dish. 

 

���������	���
��� 	

����	��
�	���	����	���������	��
�	���	�
���	�
��� 	

�
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Please make reservations by Saturday, December 9 
By calling Joe Aukward (301-530-2889) or Joe Murphy (301-762-2418)  

�������������	
���
����������
�
������������	��	��

5417 W. Cedar Lane 
Bethesda, MD 20814  

 



 
On Sunday, November 5th, Birthright of Montgomery County 

had an Open House to express their gratitude and appreciation for 
donations and services rendered. This was held at the new McCar-
rick Center, 12247 Georgia Avenue, in Silver Spring, between the 
hours of 2:00 and 4:00 pm. 

This was a catered event, in which wine, beer and sodas were 
served.  Approximately, fifty people were in attendance. Birth-
right of Wheaton is now located in this Center. The Archdiocese 
of Washington purchased this Center from a Lutheran 
Church/Center. 

 

On Saturday, November 11th, at 9:15 am, and just prior to the 
Council’s Memorial Mass, a group of approximately twenty-five 
members, wives, widows, and guests assembled in front of the 
Council home around our own Memorial to the Unborn, to pray 
the Sorrowful Mysteries of Our Lady’s Rosary. Associate Chap-
lain Deacon Shewmaker led the Rosary.   

This year the weather was favorable for this event and a lar-
ger group was able to gather there.  More than once in the past we 
said the Rosary inside, due to the inclement weather. 

God Bless  
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Brother and S/K Frank Rossomondo, 
Archdiocesan Scouting Coordinator, has 
just sent Rock Creek a package of material 
describing the new KC National Council’s 
commitment to support Scouting in the 
Catholic Church. 

Right now most support from the 
Knights of Columbus for Catholic Scouting 
in the Archdiocese comes from eleven 
Fourth Degree Assemblies.  

Under this new commitment, the 
Knights of Columbus’ goal is to be broad-
ened to include Third Degree Councils.  As 
a result Rock Creek is presently reviewing 
this material to determine what if any help 
we may give to our local scouting groups 
in both the short and long term.  

If you are working with a Boy Scout 
troop hosted by one of our parishes, you 
may want to contact our Grand Knight to 
help us in this worthwhile endeavor. 

YOUTH   
ACTIVITIES  REPORT 
 

Support to Boy Scouts 
PGK Vince Bunag, freshly from suc-

cessful bouts with the Car Raffle and the 
Tootsie Roll Drive has already started coor-
dinating with our various parishes to have a 
good Membership Drive at each of them.  

Vince has started preparing his lists of 
volunteers, but you know that regardless of 
the size of each parish, many times a few 
extra volunteers from other parishes are 
required. Please consider volunteering be-
fore and after your usual Mass, and perhaps 
at a church not your own, if at all possible.  
All it takes is an extra 10 minutes before 
the Mass, and about 15 minutes afterwards.  
Of course you can do it. 

The presence of your wife and/or chil-
dren enhance our possibilities to attract 
new members, so please bring them along! 

See you there! 

MEMBERSHIP 
ACTIVITIES 
PGK Vince Bunag, Chairman 

of peace.  
We, who acknowledge Christ who 

came as servant and shepherd, promise to 
be faithful disciples.  If this means that we 
have to take up our cross, then we accept it 
as we follow the Master.  Our world has a 
great need for such a King as Christ and for 
people who are His faithful servants. 

Sincerely, in the name of Christ the 
King, 

Msgr. Gatto 

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES  
By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chair Couple 
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COUNTRY-WESTERN NITE; A RESOUNDING SUCCESS! 
Cantrel Hall saw yet another successful function put together by our Seniors’ Club.  With 

the musical help of an excellent group and the attendance of a select group of aficionados  
which included a coat-and-tie individual, three priests, a brother and a religious sister. 

The dancing was spirited, the food plentiful, and the libations to quench all kinds of 
thirsts. These photos are but a sample of a great time had by those in attendance.  Many re-
quested a reprise...and soon!  If you were not there, you missed a grand time! 
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Our Country-Western Nite 
was a huge success!  We had 
over 100 ‘dancers’ attend and 
the Seniors Club donated over 
$1,000 to the Council Charity 
Fund!  Even the band members 
and their families had a great 
time.  There were many re-
quests to do it again. 

We were honored to have 
Msgr. Donald S. Essex, Fr. Kyle 
Engels, Fr. Nicholas E. Kasten-
holz, Bro. Ed Adams and Sr. Sally J. Daniel, 
S.P.C., all from St. Jane de Chantal Parish.  
Please invite your clergy to our functions! 

Many thanks to PGK Roberto Ibáñez for 
the flyer, PGK Wes Chin for buying the food 
(that took off a big load from me), my #3 son 
Mike (the chef) for the kitchen work, Bill 
Kiley for tending the bar, our VP Jim Young 

and his bride Marie for guarding 
the door, Ann Doby & Hilda 
Stofko for running the 50/50 (I 
didn’t win), and to Darlene Cole-
man who was my “right-hand 
man” i.e. “person” with the many 
odds and ends that had to be done. 
On Wednesday, December 13, 
2006, we will hold our Annual 
Seniors Christmas Party.  This 
again will be a catered function, 
and no one will be admitted with-

out a paid reservation.  Dorothy Bush will 
provide the music.  Please send your $12.00 
2007 dues (changed at last November meet-
ing) with your reservation check. 

In January 2007 we will hold our Elec-
tions Meeting when you will be able to vote 
for all three elected officers.  The Sunday 
date will be determined by the Redskins play-
off schedule (Oh yee of little faith!). A flyer 
will be sent.  Tom Locraft did a great job on 
the December one! 

Remember to support our Council func-
tions and to invite your clergy to ours. 
GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 

 
  PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers, remember:  Mannie 
Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, William “Will” Bello, Larry and Ei-
leen Bisnett, John Bruce, PGK Larry Cain, 
Ray Celada, Dr. Lou Chacos, Jinny Chwirut, 
Kathleen Dwyer, Dick Fay, Ed Flaim, Marge 
Gallery, Katharine Giodati, Carole Hanley, 
Stacey Harim, John Heneghan, Marie Horan, 
Fr. Matt Kieman, Gertrude King, Julia Mar-
cus (Art Hanley’s granddaughter), James 
Marketos, Tony Mastro, Leona Newton, 
Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, Anna 
Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, George and Joan 
Reed, Helen Rogers (sister of Hilda Stofko), 
Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Mildred 
Swank, Ray Timm, Joselyn Walter Graham 
and Regina Walter, Barbara Waters, R. Joyce 
Waters, Miriam Webster, my cousin Bernice 
Wilt, Morgan Wooten, Karen Zack and Fran 
& Frank Zello. 

 
Pray for the repose of John Venditti, our 

condolences to his wife Nancy and their fam-
ily; for our member Helen Forlenza, our con-
dolences to Jerry and his family; for William 
F. Fahey, the husband of the late Jeanne; and 
finally for Luke Carter-Schlep, the 12 year-
old who was killed in Garrett Park. 

PGK Bob Waters 

 

 
CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 
GRAND KNIGHT 

William J. Morris  -  301-365-0275 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 
CHANCELLOR 

Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 
WARDEN 

Manuel A. Aragón  -  301-530-4798 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Arthur G. Hanley - 301-881-3423 

RECORDER 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

INSIDE GUARD 
Stephen Schwartz  -  301-654-6724 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - Neil Dorian, PGK - 301-977-3840 
2-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
3-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240 - 432 - 7838 
CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

Manuel A. Aragón  -  301 - 530 - 4798 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Tomas S. Stallone  - 703 - 89 - 2133 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 

LECTURER 
Joseph P. Aukward  -  301 - 530 - 2889 

 
PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 

Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 
 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 

William J. Morris  -  301 - 365 - 0275 
4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 

Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK  -  301- 469 - 6099 
 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
 
 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 
CHATTER EDITOR 

E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 
e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
CHATTER MAILING CAPTAIN 

John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
WEBMASTER 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
 

BUILDING  MANAGER 
Arthur G. Hanley - 301-881-3423 

 
COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 

Tempus fugit: time flies. The older we 
get, the more that statement rings true. Espe-
cially as we prepare to ring in a new year. 

If you’re like most people, you’ve made 
some resolutions for the new year.  If I may, 
I’d like to add to your list of resolutions by 
two.  1st, write them down.  A resolution is 
really a goal for the year and, until you com-
mit a goal to writing, it’s nothing more than a 
wish.  So write your resolutions down.  2nd, 
visit with your professional Knights of Co-
lumbus insurance agent. The “insurance 
check-up” that I’ll provide (free of charge, by 
the way!) will quickly identify any gaps in 
your family’s life insurance program, and 
you’ll want to fill those gaps now, not later.  
Because unlike many other products, you 
need more than money to obtain life insur-
ance: you also need good health, and no one 
will ring a bell warning you when your health 
is about to change. 

Knights of Columbus life insurance of-
fers something precious few other financial 
products can – guarantees.  As long as you 
pay your premiums, the policy proceeds will 
be there for your beneficiaries should any-
thing happen to you.  We call that peace of 
mind, and that’s – as they say in the credit 
card commercial – priceless.  

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President (with nobody’s help!) 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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3 
1st Sunday of 

ADVENT  

4 5 
AUXILIARY 

1:30 pm 

6 
 

7 8 Immaculate 
Conception 

Day of Obligation 

4 
 

10 
2nd Sunday of 

ADVENT  

11 12     
EXECUTIVE 

7:30 pm 

13   SENIORS 
12:00 noon 

 

K-C Club 
7:30 p.m 

14 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 

15 
Family 

CHRISTMAS 
Party 

16 

17 
3rd Sunday of 

ADVENT  

18 19 
 

20 21 
4th Degree 

At Rosensteel’s 

22 
 

23 

24 
4th Sunday of 

ADVENT  

25 
CHRISTMAS  

26 
 

27 28 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 

29 30 
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31 
New Year’s 
Eve Party 

1 
NEW YEAR 

2 
 

3 
 

4 5 6 
The EPIFANY 
Of the Lord 

7 
 

8 9    AUXILIARY 
1:30 pm 

EXECUTIVE 
7:30 pm 

10   SENIORS 
12:30 pm 

 

K-C Club 
7:30 p.m 

11 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 

12 13 


