
Brother Knights, 
Did you know that Rock Creek 

Council has 610 members and is associ-
ated with a 25 member Ladies Auxil-
iary, 103 widows of Brother Knights 
and a Seniors Club with 144 members?  
Of the Council’s members 14 are 35 
years old or younger, 128 are in the 36-
49 year range and 126 are 50-59. Some 
55% of our Brothers are 60 years or 
older--144, 60-74; 192, 75-100.  At this 
writing we have no dates for six Broth-
ers. 

I give these statistics as background for our now underway 
Membership Blitz which is being guided by our most able and 
untiring Chairman, Vince Bunag.  No matter how large an or-
ganization is it always can benefit, as they say, from new young 
or older blood.  Our State Deputy has set Rock Creek’s new 
member quota at 27. 

To encourage members in this regard our State Council has 
established a new award, the Silver Knight Award. To obtain this 
award a Brother Knight must be a 3rd Degree Knight and during 
Columbian Year-July 1, 2006 & June 30, 2007 recruit 2 new 

(Continued on page 3) 

Dear Knights, 
  

Lent began on February 21st.  
Do you want to live as Jesus did?  

Do you want to die selflessly as He 
did?  Do you want to rise as He did?  
If you do, now is your chance to turn 
away from sin, to make a good con-
fession, to receive our Lord worthily 
in communion, to dedicate yourself 
unreservedly to the Cross of Jesus 
Christ.  He, the Divine Mercy, wants 
to soothe you with the balm of his 

healing love.  He wants you to follow him through the many trials 
of your own daily life to your own empty tomb on the Last Day.  
He wants you to experience the joy of a life lived in imitation of 
him on earth so that you might reign with him forever in heaven. 

Lent compresses the entirely of life into six weeks.  Each of 
our lives is spent fulfilling our daily responsibilities, enduring the 
hardships and difficulties that come our way - and the ones that 
we make for ourselves and others.   

Our Heavenly Father permits us a few moments of transfig-
uring joy now and then to keep us enthused as we walk the rocky 

(Continued on page 9) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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Grand Knight Morris 

Fred Coffey, Mike Gold, Bob Capabianca and Al Kenneke, members of the “Singing 
Capital Chorus,” serenaded Kathleed Dwyer and Patricia Rawson at the Seniors’ Club 
Valentine’s Day Party.  The ice and snow did not influence a great turnout and good times 
as only the Seniors Club knows how to do it.  Maybe we should also join them? 

� � � � � � � � � � � �  ! � � � " � �� � � � � � � � � � � �  ! � � � " � �� � � � � � � � � � � �  ! � � � " � �� � � � � � � � � � � �  ! � � � " � � � �� � � ���
W I L L I A M  J .  MO R R I S ,  JR . ,  G K  

� � � " � � � �  ! � # � ! ! � � �� � � " � � � �  ! � # � ! ! � � �� � � " � � � �  ! � # � ! ! � � �� � � " � � � �  ! � # � ! ! � � � � ���
R E V .  M S G R .  V I N C E N T  S .  GA T T O ,  K H S H  



From the District Deputy 
 

I hope that all of you are surviving this brutal weather.  The ice storm temporarily 
took away many of the our conveniences just as we deny ourselves something we like to 
do, eat, or drink during Lent.  At least, as far as our Knights of Columbus activities are 
concerned, March means that the hard work on Supreme and State programs the Knights 
have undertaken since July are mostly over.  It is not a time to relax since we now take 
on the mission of adding new men and their families to our ranks.  The opportunities to 
do good things for people offered by our Order should be emphasized to all Catholic 
men so they may join us in doing God’s works. 

My Saints of the Month are the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales.  During the 
reign of England’s King Henry the VIIII, the dispute with the Church gained a political 
aspect that resulted in the torture and beheading of many Catholics.  The Vatican se-
lected 40 martyrs, men and women, lay and religious to represent the some 300 Catho-
lics who died for their faith and allegiance to the Church in the mid-1500s to late 17th 
century.  One of the most interesting Saints was Saint Nicholas Owen.  A Jesuit Coadju-
tor Brother, he was a mason and carpenter by trade.  During the persecution, he would 
make hiding places for priests in the buildings and houses that, at great danger to the 
owner, served as a sanctuary for the persecuted.  During the day he plied his trade in 
public view.  At night, he would create concealed rooms to hide the priests from raids 
and other inspections by the King’s forces.  After he was arrested for his activity, he was 
tortured and died without disclosing where the hiding places he built were located.  He 
is credited with saving the lives of hundreds of people. 

Mary Queen of the Knights, Pray for Us 
God Bless America  
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Following Father Ingels’ opening 
prayer some 20 Rock Creek families 
spent a most enjoyable February 16th eve-
ning celebrating Valentine Day.  Fathers, 
mothers, grandparents and a host of chil-
dren were all there.  It was a Potluck 
party and as you can imagine there was a 
great quantity and variety of foods.  No 
one went home hungry!  The children 
enjoyed a crafts table and a Tarzan 
movie.  

 
S p e c i a l 

thanks are due 
our two Family 
Dinner special-
ists, Joe Auk-
ward and Al Kiss 
who did all of the 
planning and 
made all of the 
arrangements and 
to Neil Dorian 
who saw that all 

of the physical requirements were met 
and also served as bartender.  Also to be 
thanked are Maureen Morris for securing 
plates, spoons and tablecloths, Tom Stal-
lone for the movie and he and his son, 
and Tim Downey, Al Kiss and Alex Vin-
cent for securing the tables and chairs.  
Thanks to these people it was a truly great 
evening!     

FAMILIY  ACTIVITIES  
By PGK Neil Dorian, Chairman 

St. Valentine’s Family Pot Luck Dinner 

Dear Readers, 
 
We finally got rid of enough snow to 

have our Auxiliary meeting on February 
20th.  I was so glad the ladies could get 
together and we could begin planning our 
annual benefit Card Party. 

 
One of the important decisions we 

have to make each year is which organi-
zation will receive a donation from the 
receipts of the party.  There are many 
very deserving groups needing help, but 
after discussion it was decided that the 
Fisher House at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
would be very appropriate.  It is a resi-
dential facility for the families of injured 
service personnel to be able to visit with 
their family member who is undergoing 
extensive rehabilitation.  We feel these 
families have given so much for our coun-
try and are deserving of special consid-
eration. 

 
We will start to petition merchants 

for door prizes (and they have been very 
supportive) but, as stated last month, if 
anyone has a new item they would like to 
donate, we would be pleased to accept it 
and acknowledge it.  In the past we have 
had lots of door prizes (we like to see 
many people go home happy!) 

 
The Card Party will be held on SAT-

URDAY, APRIL 14th from 1:00PM to 
4:00 PM at Rock Creek Council and we 
guarantee no snow or ice!  So mark your 
calendars, call your friends and make up 
a table and join us—any card game that 
you enjoy is OK with us.  There will be 
lovely desserts, congenial people, door 
prizes, and a Basket of Cheer raffle.  The 
price is still $8.00 per person. 

 
To donate a door prize item or any 

question about the party, call me at 
301/530-0210. 

 
Many thanks!  God bless!  
 
Jennie  

L ADIES  AUXILIARY  NEW S 
Jennie P. Morris, President 

 

Don’t disturb us… we’re watching a movie!Don’t disturb us… we’re watching a movie!   



Since our late Holy Father, John Paul II, instituted 2005 as 
“The Year of the Eucharist,” St. Jane Frances de Chantal parish 
community initiated the practice of an annual period of Eucharis-
tic Adoration. This year it was celebrated on February 26th, 27th 
and 28th. Each day started with a Mass at 8:00 am, followed by 
Exposition and Rosary.  

 
Rosary and Mass was also said each day from 10:30 am to 

11:30 am, then Midday Prayers were held at 1:00 pm and at 7:30 
pm there was Holy Hour Peace on Monday, Evening Prayer on 
Tuesday and Closing of the Eucharist on Wednesday.  

 
Throughout the rest of each day, while the Blessed Sacra-

ment was exposed, members of the various parish organizations 
covered at least one hour 
in church, to keep it con-
stantly accompanied. 
Our Council was asked 
to participate in this 
event. As Rock Creek 
Council members, we 
attended on Monday, 
February 26th, from 
11:30 am to 12:30 pm. 

 
To facilitate the 

organization of this 
year’s Eucharistic Ado-
ration, the John Neu-
mann Unit of the Sodal-
ity handled all needed 
coordination. It was 
gratifying that our Coun-
cil was once again able 
to participate in this 
event.  

God bless.  
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 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

 

members, attend 3 Council business meet-
ings and participate in 3 Council programs.  
There is also an on-going award program, 
the Shining Armor Award, which must be 
earned within the first 12 months of mem-
bership.  This requires that a Brother 
Knight recruit one new member, meet with 
his Supreme Benefits Advisor, participate 
in 3 Council programs, attend 3 business 
meetings and receive all 3 degrees. 

We need your help!  Don’t you have a 
practicing Catholic son, grandson, nephew, 

friend that should join a Catholic men’s or-
ganization.  When you see us at your parish 
church won’t you ask us for an application 
form for that special person you want to 
join a group of Catholic men whose main 
thrust is to support your pastor and raise 
funds for various charitable works.  For 

more information and or application forms 
call me, 301-365-0275, or any of the offi-
cers listed on the next to last page of the 
Chatter. 

In closing I note that April 1 is the date 
set for our annual elementary school chess 
tournament.  We usually have more than 
100 student players.  We need help from 
persons who know the game and would be 
willing to spend Sunday afternoon from 1 
to 4 pm helping with the tournament.  We 
also need help transporting tables from St. 
Jane de Chantal Church to the Council.  If 
you can help please call me at 301-365-
0275 or Tom Stallone at 703-898-2133. 

(Continued from page 1) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  

Chris Smith, a 14-term Republican from New Jersey wrote 
an article for the Washington Times titled “Callous Abortion 
Backers.” In this article he reminds Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the 
House, that she professed that this Congress would be one that 
will remember the children.  “… what about the 49 million of 
them, killed by what is euphemistically called ‘choice’? Not to 
take anything away from the born children but what about the 
pre-born children?” He goes on to say “Abortion is a violation of 
fundamental human rights and should be treated as such. The 
right to life is for everyone, regardless of age, race, condition of 
dependency, disability, or stage of development. Congress has a 
duty to protect everyone at risk – not just the planned, the privi-
leged and the perfect.” 

 
The conventional thought has been the legalized abortion 

would provide a means for fewer unwanted children and thus 
more stable families. This view helped the abortion advocates to 
justify their support of abortion-on-demand.  

 
Gary Bauer, president of American Values and chairman of 

Campaign for Working Families, in an article “Beyond Roe,” 
says that this is not the case. He states that “… since 1973, reports 
of child abuse has increased five-fold”, and he further states that 
“… today, nearly one million children are abused or neglected 
each year, 80 percent by their parents.”  He states further, “… the 
Department of Health and Human Services estimated that 1,500 
children died from abuse or neglect in 2003 and that the majority 
of the victims were under the age of four.”  

 
How is it that abortion is not taking care of all of these un-

wanted babies? What this seems to say to me, if one is able to 
justify “abortion-on-demand,” all respect for life has been so 
downgraded that not even the life of the born-child is considered 
precious.  What a tragedy! 

 
God bless.  

 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 



ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

 
The March Chapter meeting will be 

held at Mater Dei Council No. 9774 on 
Wednesday, March 21st. at St. Raph-
ael’s Church, 1592 Kimblewick Road, 
Rockville,  MD  20854. The theme for 
this meeting will be MEMBERSHIP. As 
usual, State Officers will be present and 
willing to discuss and explain a variety 
of activities of our Order. 

For further details, please contact 
Grand Knight Morris. 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Meets monthly at Fr. Rosensteel 
Council, #2169 at 8:00 pm, with Rosary 
beginning at 7:30 pm.  

The regularly scheduled meeting for 
the month of March will be on Thursday 
the 15th.  All 4th Degree members from 
our Council are always welcome and 
encouraged to attend. 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 
 

Maryland  
State Council News   

 
The Maryland State Council pre-

pares a series of activities to enhance 
and help the success of every Council in 
the State; thus, a series of meetings are 
held statewide geared to Officers, to 
Activities Directors and chairmen, Fi-
nancial Secretaries and Grand Knights. 

 
Other activities include: 

· Mar 2-4— Bus trip to Supreme 
Headquarters in New Haven, Con-
necticut 

· March 11—Archdiocese of Wash-
ington District: 4th Degree Exem-
plification 

· March 18—Founder’s Mass and 
Reception 

· April 21—Cardinal’s Charity Ball 
 

All 3rd Degree Knights should 
come to Full Knighthood by taking their 
4th Degree and joining our local Assem-
bly. Ask details from our Grand Knight.   

 

NEWS FROM  SUPREME 
Supreme Knight Moderates UN 
Panel With Religious Scholars 

 
 Is the “civilization of love” champi-

oned by Pope John Paul II possible? That 
was the provocative question Supreme 
Knight Carl A. Anderson posed to Muslim, 
Jewish and Catholic scholars at a panel dis-
cussion he moderated at the United Nations 
on January 17. The event was held to launch 
the publication in the United States of Oasis, 
an international journal to support small 
Christian communities living in predomi-
nantly Muslim countries and to teach West-
ern Christians about Islam through the ex-
periences of their Eastern counterparts. The 
supreme knight has served on the publica-
tion’s advisory committee since its founding 
in 2004 and has contributed articles to it. 

Participants included Cardinal Angelo 
Scola, the patriarch of Venice; Seyyid 
Hossein Nasr, a professor of Islamic Studies 
at George Washington University in D.C.; 
and Rabbi Israel Singer, chairman of the 
Policy Council of the World Jewish Con-
gress and head of the International Jewish 
Committee for Interreligious Dialogue. 
Archbishop Celestino Migliore, the Vati-
can’s representative to the UN, hosted the 
event and welcomed nearly 200 people to 
the Dag Hammarskjöld Library at the U.N.’s 
New York headquarters. 

Anderson quoted from Pope John Paul’s 
October 1995 address to the U.N. General 
Assembly. The pope, he said, had come to 
the U.N. because it represents a “moral cen-
ter” where all nations and cultures should 
come together to promote the “universal 
values of peace, solidarity, justice and lib-
erty.” Pope Benedict XVI has elaborated on 
John Paul’s teaching “by eloquently empha-
sizing the profound recognition of Christian-
ity that God is love,” Anderson said.  

“If man is made in the image of the God 
who is love,” the supreme knight concluded, 
“can and should all men join together in 
constructing what John Paul II described so 
often as a ‘civilization of love’?”  

COUNCIL 
ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 
Lecture about P.O.W.’s  

 
Rock Creek’s Lecturer, Joe Aukward, 

announces that Brother Larry Stark, a 3rd 
degree Rock Creek Council member, has 
agreed to talk to us at our March 22nd so-
cial meeting about his many visits to Cam-
bodia, Laos and Vietnam in search of liv-
ing Prisoners of War, often referred to as 
POWs.   

This should prove to be a very inter-
esting meeting and it is open to all mem-
bers, the Ladies Auxiliary, guests and 
neighbors.  Let us show our appreciation of 
Larry’s efforts in this important mission by 
having a good attendance at the meeting.  
Bring a friend.  Light refreshments will 
follow.  

 
P.O.W.  -  M.I.A 
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A nation is established, functions, and 
continues to exist based on certain founda-
tional principles.  Some of these principles 
are stated explicitly, as in our nation’s 
Declaration of Independence and Consti-
tution.  Others are tacit and are embedded 
in the collective conscience and inner val-
ues of the people.  They guide the way 
people think, act, and conduct their lives, 
both in public and private matters.  In 
short, they are an integral part of the cul-
ture of the country. 

If the foundational principles are 
strongly implanted in the populace, the 
nation can overcome formidable obstacles 
and adversaries.  If, however, they are 
weakened or are no longer valid, the na-
tion loses contact with its roots; its spirit 
flags; it is vulnerable to outside forces. 

America was founded on Christian 
principles.  It was the teachings of Christi-
anity – a belief in the kingdom of God and 
in a life to come, that each of us was cre-
ated by God and redeemed by the Son who 
became man, that we all will be judged at 
the end of our lives based on how we con-
duct ourselves in this temporal state – 
which produced a public consciousness 
that declared the natural equality of all 
people, with inalienable rights, having 
innate dignity, and inviolable consciences.  
As Patrick Henry wrote in 1776: "It cannot 
be emphasized too strongly or too often 
that this great nation was founded not by 
religionists, but by Christians; not on relig-
ion, but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

This is not meant to imply that Amer-
ica was founded as a theocracy.  It cer-
tainly was not.  But rather there was a 
common set of faith-based principles that 
was shared by everyone.  The early Ameri-
cans identified themselves with numerous 
religious sects that were quite distinct, and 
on certain theological points were even 
opposed to one another.  But, by and large, 
they were Christian.  The shared beliefs 
among the populace allowed practical 
agreements to develop on concepts, such 
as freedom, the rule of law, human rights, 
and the consent of the governed, that 
formed the basis of American democracy. 

For most of the two centuries follow-

ing its founding, America operated as a 
Christian society.  People regularly at-
tended religious services, churches were an 
integral part of community life, behavior 
was regulated by reference to Christian 
tenets, family was given primacy over indi-
vidual well-being, schools 
presented lessons on morals 
and virtues, and marriage 
was considered indissolu-
ble.  Although there were 
many exceptions, basically 
people pursued their ambi-
tions, businesses conducted 
their activities, and the na-
tion advanced its purposes 
within a Christian frame-
work.  The religious and 
social life of the nation, as well as of the 
individual, formed a unity. 

Although separation of state and 
church prevailed, the two entities cooper-
ated for the good of the nation and the 
maintenance of a democracy.  While the 
state did not establish its own religion or 
give preference to one denomination over 
another, it did allow religious expression in 
the public sphere.  Public schools for nearly 
a century taught children with the McGuf-
fey readers which contained stories praising 
God and extolling virtuous behavior, and 
later provided release time for voluntarily-
chosen religious instruction; public officials 
in their official capacity attended religious 
services, the U.S. Senate and the House of 
Representatives from their inception have 
had full-time chaplains paid with public 
funds and begin each of their sessions with 
a prayer; the military services have chap-
lain corps; and Presidents have often in 
major addresses requested God’s blessings 
on the nation. 

The 1950s, in many ways, was the 
capstone of this era.  World War II was 
over and the Korean War was drawing to a 
close.  The veterans had returned to civil-
ian life, and were working, marrying and 
raising their own families.  The economy 
was vigorous and growing, the sales of 
individual homes and automobiles flour-
ished, and college and university enroll-
ments expanded rapidly because of the 

G.I. Bill.  For the youth, it was a time of 
wholesome activities, with family values 
reinforced in the community.  Pre-teens 
frequented Saturday movie matinees, often 
featuring westerns, singing “cowboys” and 
a serialized adventure.  The teens had bas-

ketball games and sock 
hops, followed by a group 
going for pizza or ice 
cream.  In the new me-
dium of television, Milton 
Berle, Jack Benny, Ed 
Sullivan, Ozzie and Har-
riet, and The Honeymoon-
ers drew large audiences 
with family-oriented 
shows. 
Perhaps, the most surpris-

ing TV star – at least by today’s standards 
– was Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, who lec-
tured weekly on the philosophy of life.  
Charismatic, engaging and informative, 
this smiling cleric’s program drew up to 
30 million viewers and received many 
awards, including an Emmy in 1952.  The 
National Legion of Decency, which rated 
movies before their release and had mil-
lions of Catholics pledge annually to not 
view indecent or immoral films and to 
avoid theaters that showed them, was 
highly influential in limiting the produc-
tion of morally offensive films in America.  
The Holy Name Society remained a strong 
and effective organization: in 1924, 
100,000 men marched to the Washington 
Monument for an outdoor Mass and rally 
on the Mall; in 1950, 115,000 men in Pitts-
burgh marched to Forbes Field for a Eu-
charistic celebration.  Overall, there was 
strong community pressure to maintain a 
wholesome social environment. 

The leaders of business, industry, the 
media, and government were not necessar-
ily pious individuals.  But with the public 
strength that existed for virtue and moral-
ity, businessmen, media moguls and politi-
cians made decisions in conformity with 
the general ethos of the people.  They op-
erated within a Christian framework.  It is 
fair to say that as late as the 1950s, Amer-
ica was very much a Christian society.  

���������	
 �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

WHEN AMERICA  WAS A CHRISTIAN  SOCIETY   
(First of a series of four articles) 

Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen 
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A BOOSTER FUNCTION 

Make your check payable to: ��07�����7����201/�:�	�����07�����7����201/�:�	�����07�����7����201/�:�	�����07�����7����201/�:�	��� ����
 

Yes! Reserve space for us for the  ��������������	
���
��������  
 

We will be _______ adults at $35.00   -   TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Booster? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Phone Number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  E-Mail Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND MAIL IT WITH YOUR CHECK—ADDRESS SHOWN ABOVE 

����	������	� �	� �!��	
Call PGK Vince Bunag—301-949-6693 

Or PGK Neil Dorian—301-977-3840 

Paid Reservations are a MUST! 
Reservations Deadline: 

March 13, 2007  
 

Our parties sell-out fast, 
don’t be turned down. 

 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � ��

Dance to the music of the famous Irish Band:   ������������������  
Bring relatives and friends! 

 ! �" �
�

�����������	���
�	���
������������	���
�	���
������������	���
�	���
������������	���
�	���
�	 			
�������#��$%���&&�'�%����������

(����������#�����)�#������
��$��
���
��

**���+���,�-�����#����**�
.$����������������/��������$�&����0 �



Page 8  M arch 2007  The Knight Chatter 

 

 

 

�������������	
���
���������������
������������	��	 ��
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For children in Chess Clubs from area schools:   
Our Lady of Lourdes, Holy Cross, St. Jane de Chantal, St. Mary’s, Our Lady of Mercy, 

Holy Redeemer, St. Bart’s, Little Flower, Woods Academy, Stone Ridge, and others.  
(Individual players are always welcome) 

 
$7.00 Fee - Donation to Rock Creek Charity Fund. 

 
For more information, contact  each school Chess Coach or Tom Stallone, Chairman of the event, at 

703-898-2133 or through e-mail at  tastallone1@comcast.net 

"� / - � ! �2* � � �
�%�1/ � ; � � 	 
 
 ��

����
����
����
����
����
����
����

����

Registration:  12:00  to 12:50 pm 
 
Game times: 1:00  to 4:00 pm 
 
Awards ceremony : 5:00 to 5:30  pm 
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PGK Vince Bunag, will continue with 
this Columbian Year’s Membership Drive.  
The schedule has been submitted to all in-
volved.  However there’s always need for 
an extra person, one more voice to talk 
about what our Order has to offer. 

 
Please consider volunteering before 

and after your usual Mass, even if it is not 
your own parish.  All it takes is an extra 10 
minutes before the Mass, and about 15 
minutes afterwards.  Of course you can do 

it. And remember that 
the presence of your 
wife and/or children 
will enhance our possi-
bilities to attract new 
members, so please 
bring them along! 
 
The Calendar on the 
last page of this issue 
lists the days when we 
will be visiting one of 
our parishes.  Surprise 
Vince by calling him 
and volunteering your 
time at one of those 

parishes.  Our Council needs you. 
See you there! 

MEMBERSHIP 
ACTIVITIES 
PGK Vince Bunag, Chairman road that leads to the Narrow Gate of life-

Himself.  In like manner, therefore, Lent 
leads us through a period of prayer, pen-
ance, fasting, and almsgiving to equip us to 
celebrate the fifty- day period of joy which 
begins on Easter Sunday. 

When we reform our lives and believe 
in the Good News of Jesus, we will find 
our way to the foot of the Cross-and from 
that Cross to the joy of eternal bliss in para-
dise. 

God Bless you, 
Msgr. Gatto 

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

I would like to speak to you regarding 
the Maryland State Council’s Charity 
Fund. 

 
The purpose of this Fund is to  pro-

vide financial assistance to individuals in 
temporary need in the name of the 
Knights of Columbus.   

The Fund is intended to be a “Bridge” 
to financial recovery and does not take on 
long-term cases.  It is not designed to take 
the place of any Council’s Charity Fund.  

 
Over the years it has paid medical, 

hospital, taxes, utilities, mortgages, rents, 
insurances, car payments, equipment for 
the handicapped, etc. and furnished re-
spectable funerals for Brother Knights.  

And Fund resources have been expended 
in Montgomery County.  

The Fund depends upon tax deducti-
ble donations of individual Knights, 
Councils, Districts, Memorial Funds, etc.  

 
We ask that you will consider making 

a tax deductible donation to the Fund, no 
donation will be considered too small.   

Hopefully we will be able to enclose 
an envelope for your use with this mail-
ing of the Chatter.  If not able to do so we 
will make a separate mailing.  

Please include your check in said en-
velope, and make sure to put our Coun-
cil’s name and number (Rock Creek 
Council No. 2797) so that we get appro-
priate credit. 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Maryland State Council’s CHARITY FUND 
By GK William J. Morris, Jr. 

WINTER  
CANCELLATIONS  

  
During these months of 

winter, whenever Montgomery 
County Public Schools cancels its 
evening activities, Rock Creek 
Council will also cancel its own. 
  
 There’s no need to risk an 
accident or an injury.  Listen to 
the radio or TV, and if 
Montgomery County Schools 
evening activities are closed or 

c a n c e l l e d , 
take a good 
book and 
enjoy the 
f a m i l y 
instead! 
 We will 
see you again 
at the next 
meeting!  

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
REPORT  
By Thomas Stallone, Chairman 

 
Plans are in place for our 7th Annual 

Charity Chess Tournament, to take 
place at Cantrel Hall, in our Council. 

As usual, the tournament is open for 
children in Chess Clubs from our area 
schools, as described in the flyer on the 
facing page. Individual children from 
other schools who want to participate 
are always welcome, just give me a call. 

 
This is an Open Tournament format 

(non-rated play).  There will be three Sec-
tions: Grades K-2, 3-5, 
and 6-8. Children always 
play with opponents 
within their own Section.  
Individual and Team tro-
phies will be awarded in 
each section. 

Feel free to run cop-
ies of the flyer and distrib-
ute it to friends and/or 
relatives. We will be 
happy to see them all! 

 
If you need more 

information, contact me at 
703-898-2133 or through 
e-mail at tastallone1@comcast.net 
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PRAYER CORNER 
 
In your prayers, remember:  Mannie 

Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, William “Will” Bello, Larry and 
Eileen Bisnett, John Bruce, PGK Larry 
Cain, Ray Celada, Dr. Lou Chacos, Jinny 
Chwirut, Kathleen Dwyer, Dick Fay, PGK 
Peter Ferrigno, Ed Flaim, Marge Gallery, 
Katharine Giodati, FS Art and  Carole 
Hanley, Stacey Harim, John Heneghan, 
Bob Hilton, Marie Horan, Fr. Matt Kie-
man, Gertrude King, Julia Marcus (Art 
Hanley’s granddaughter), James Marketos, 
Tony Mastro, Richard Mlynarczyk, Leona 
Newton, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen 
Patrice, Anna Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, 
George and Joan Reed, Helen Rogers 
(sister of Hilda Stofko), Gloria Skapik 
Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Mildred 
Swank, Ray Timm, Joselyn Walter Gra-
ham and Regina Walter, Barbara Waters, 
R. Joyce Waters, Miriam Webster, my 
cousin Bernice Wilt, Morgan Wooten, 
Karen Zack and Fran & Frank Zello. 

 

Also, pray for the repose of Jack Fix, 
John Marcus (GK at Pius X) and Jim 
Ricca, who attended many of our Sports 
Night events. Our condolences to their 
families. 

(Continued from page 11) 

Please call me (301-493-8883) for 
additions or deletions to this list. 

SENIORS CLUB  VALENTINE ’ S DAY  PARTY /M EETING  

VALENTINE ’ S DAY  FAMILY  POT  L UCK  PARTY  

Our very active Seniors Club was not going to let a bit of snow and ice stop them… once they knew the parking lot was clear, they 
held their Valentine’s Day party-meeting without a hitch.  Food, drink and good times were had by everyone.  Above we see Kath-
leen Dwyer and Patricia Rawson being serenaded by the barbershop quartet “Singing Capital Chorus.” 

Fincutters and 
Rawsons enjoying 
each-other’s com-
pany… and all the 
good food avail-
able!  Pat’s deserts 
were to die for. 

Above, the Wittrocks and Ann Murphy 
find it a bit difficult to decide where to be-
gin.  But you can come back for seconds! 

Right, some of the children enjoying a 
Tarzan cartoon movie. 

Top right, Neil remembered something 
quite serious while Tom, TJ and Alex were 
having a lot of fun at the bar. 
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From palm trees to ice in 
one day (don’t ask why), but I 
made it back from Florida for our 
St. Valentine’s Day Party-
Meeting.  This function was post-
poned by one day because of the 
snow and ice.  Suburban did a 
great job on the parking lot.  We 
had over 80 who made reserva-
tions and about 65 who attended.  
I know some were snowed-in, 
and others had a conflict with 
their schedule.  We had plenty of food! 

We were honored to have Msgr. Essex, 
Fr. Kyle Ingels, brother Ed, Sister Mary, Dea-
con Hubbard, and our Grand Knight and First 

Lady attending our meeting.  The 
entertainment was the barber 
shoppers quartet “The Singing 
Capital Chorus.” They sang espe-
cially for Kathleen Dwyer and 
Patricia Rawson, who were hon-
ored with a rose and card. 

Many thanks to our V.P. 
Jim Young and Darlene Coleman 
who did a yeoman’s job in put-
ting this function together (they 
used up all the minutes on my 

cell phone); Charlie and Marge Swanke did 
another great job with the beautiful decora-
tions; Tom Locraft with the flyer; Jim 
McCabe for the bar; Helen Fincutter & 
Louise Young for the front door; Ann Doby 
and Hilda Stofko for the 50/50 that was won 
by Pat Milihram (who donated her winnings 
back to the Seniors), and all who brought 
deserts and helped clean-up. 

On March 14th we will hold our St. Pat’s 
Party-Meeting.  Flyers will be sent to all 
members who were not at our St.Valentine’s 
meeting.  This will be a catered affair and no 
one will be admitted without a paid reserva-
tion.  Mrs. Dorothy Busch will play her key-
boards for us.  At our meeting we voted to 
increase her fee from $100.00 to $150.00. 

We have scheduled April 22nd for our 
next Country-Western Knight.  This may or 
may not include our April Meeting.  Our last 
dance resulted in two $500.00 donations to 
seminarians from Peru at Mt. St. Mary’s. 

During my Florida trip I talked to Paul 
Magrum, Lois Gargano, Maria Perkins, and 
our Past President Bill Thews (saw him at St. 
Teresa’s Church in N. Ft. Myers).  All said to 
say hello. 

Remember to support our Council func-
tions and to invite your clergy to ours. 
GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 

(Continued on page 10) 

PGK Bob Waters 

 

 
CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 
GRAND KNIGHT 

William J. Morris  -  301-365-0275 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 
CHANCELLOR 

Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 
WARDEN 

Manuel A. Aragón  -  301-530-4798 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Arthur G. Hanley - 301-881-3423 

RECORDER 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

INSIDE GUARD 
Stephen Schwartz  -  301-654-6724 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - Neil Dorian, PGK - 301-977-3840 
2-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
3-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240 - 432 - 7838 
CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

Manuel A. Aragón  -  301 - 530 - 4798 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Tomas S. Stallone  - 703 - 89 - 2133 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 

LECTURER 
Joseph P. Aukward  -  301 - 530 - 2889 

 
PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 

Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 
 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 

William J. Morris  -  301 - 365 - 0275 
4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 

Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK  -  301- 469 - 6099 
 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
 
 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 
CHATTER EDITOR 

E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 
e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
CHATTER MAILING CAPTAIN 

John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
WEBMASTER 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
 

BUILDING  MANAGER 
Arthur G. Hanley - 301-881-3423 

 
COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 

Whole life insurance calls for premiums 
to be paid for your entire life, or to age 100.  
You may want to consider a permanent life 
insurance product – one with guaranteed cash 
values – that offers a limited period of pre-
mium payments.  The Knights of Columbus 
offers three permanent life insurance products 
for which premiums do not have to be paid 
for all of life. 

“Twenty Pay Life” is exactly as the 
name suggests – a permanent plan with pre-
miums payable for only 20 years.  After the 
premiums are paid for the 20 years, the plan 
is “paid up” and no more premiums are due.  
Unlike its term counterpart, however, the plan 
stays in force, the death benefit remains intact 
and the guaranteed cash value continues to 
grow. 

Another such plan is our “Life Paid Up 
at 65.”  You buy this permanent product and 
you only pay premiums to age 65.  Then, 
premiums stop (just in time for retirement), 
but the plan remains very much in force. 

Finally, the ultimate in limited pay is our 
Single Premium Life product.  Imagine buy-
ing life insurance – permanent life insurance 
– and only paying one single premium?  It’s 
possible. 

I have detailed information on all of 
these products.  At your convenience, I’ll 
meet with you and your spouse to perform a 
free, custom-tailored needs analysis, to help 
determine which of our many life insurance 
products is right for you and your family. 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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4  2nd Sunday of 
LENT 

Membership 
St. Bart’s 

5 6  
EXECUTIVE  

7:30 pm 

7 
 

8 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 

9 10 
Membership 
St. Jane’s 

11  3rd Sunday of 
LENT 

Membership 
St. Jane’s 

12 
 
 

 

13  
AUXILIARY 

1:30 pm 
  

14    SENIORS 
3:30 pm 

 
K-C Club 
7:30 p.m 

15 
4th Degree 

At Rosensteel’s 

16 
 

17 
St. Patrick’s 
Day Party  

18 
4th Sunday of 

LENT 

19 
  

 

20 
 

21 
 

 

22 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 

23 
 

24 
Membership 
Little Flower 

25  5th Sunday of 
LENT 

Membership 
Little Flower 

26 
 

27 
 

28 29 
 

30 31 
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1   Palm Sunday 
CHESS 

TOURNAMENT 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
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8 
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9 10 
EXECUTIVE 

7:30 pm 
AUXILIARY 

1:30 pm 

11  
SENIORS 

12:30 pm 
K-C Club 
7:30 p.m 

12 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00 

13 14 
Auxiliary 

CARD PARTY 


