
My Brother Knights, 
 I am pleased to report that Rock 

Creek Council is off to a strong start.  
We had a terrific Installation a couple 
of months back, and we’ve followed 
that up with a strong showing in the an-
nual Car Raffle drive.  As I write this, 
we are currently lagging a little behind 
last year’s best-in-State sales, so we 
need a strong push at the end if we want 
to equal our previous success. 

We also have a number of other ac-
tivities in the works.  By the time you 
read this, our first “Family Pot-Luck and Movie” of the year will 
have come and gone, hopefully as a smash success.  The same 
goes for the council’s first 1st Degree of the year, on September 
27.  To everybody who has helped out with these things, know 
that I sincerely appreciate your efforts.  I couldn’t ask for a finer 
group of men to back me up. 

 Within the next month, however, there’s even more on the 
horizon.  The District 18 Soccer Shootout is coming soon, at a 
date to be determined.  The Oktoberfest is back after a long hia-
tus, and will be held at the council home on October 20, please 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights, 
  

We recently celebrated the 
feast of the Archangels, Michael, 
Gabriel and Raphael.  As we cele-
brate the existence and mission of 
these spiritual beings, we come to 
appreciate their faithful service to 
the Lord.  Their action and interac-
tion in the lives of humans have 
been a great part of our salvation 
history.   

We praise the Lord for his 
goodness in creating these heavenly beings that serve him so 
faithfully.   

When we look a little deeper we come to see that the mis-
sion of the angels is in some ways, not much different from our 
own.  We are all called to be faithful servants of God. The angels 
serve within the spiritual realm; we serve within the earthly 
realm.  Like them we are called to speak God's praises to one 
another.  We are called to do battle with evil in our world.  We 
are called to instruct and guide each other in the ways of the 
Lord. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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...seem to say a youngster admiring our “scholar knight” prop, as his father buys a chance for the Annual Car 
Raffle Drive, which benefits the Maryland State Council Scholarships Program, and our own charities. 

WHEN I  GROW UP 
I  WILL  BE A KNIGHT... 
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Grand Knight Ibáñez 
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Worthy Brothers, 
Last month we welcomed St. Rose of 

Lima Council No. 14279 to District 18.  
The council’s first Installation of Officers 
was September 15 at St. Rose of Lima 
Church.  The Council’s Grand Knight is 
Bruce Alexander and I welcome you 
Bruce and the Council on behalf of Dis-
trict 18.   

The Montgomery County Fair event 
was a big success, even though this was 
the first time that the District used the 
Fair as a venue for recruiting and for 
Tootsie Roll contributions.  Over $2,000 
was collected in Tootsie Roll donations 
and seven men either asked to be rein-
stated or to join as new members.  Thanks 
to Bill Shaffer, Grand Knight of Mater 
Dei Council #9774, and all the knights 
who participated.  Look for a larger effort 
next year.  

As a reminder, you are all members 
of your Council’s recruiting Team.  How 
do you get new members into your Coun-
cil?  Just ask, and that actually works.  
Also, don’t forget the incentive awards 
for recruiting.  For Knights who just 

joined the Order, they can get a Shining 
Armor Award for meeting with the Coun-
cil Fraternal Benefits Advisor, attending 
three Council meetings, participating in 
three Council events, recruiting one new 
member, and become a Third Degree 
Knight.  I requested that each new mem-
ber, regardless of Council, be assigned a 
mentor to inform the new member of 
Council activities, help the new member 
get higher degrees, and make certain that 
the new member is welcomed fully into 
the Council.   

The easiest way to lose a new Knight 
is to ignore the person at meetings and 
leave him to fend his own way in Council 
activities and additional degrees.  For 
third degree Knights, if you attend three 
Council meetings, attend three Council 
events, and recruit two new members, 
you earn the Silver Knight Award.  This 
is an award unique to our State Council.  
Last year approximately 200 Knights out 
of 26,500 State-wide earned the Silver 
Knight Award. 

 Tom Schneider PGK PFN 
District Deputy 18 
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check the flyer in this issue, and send for 
your reservations before it is too late.  
And don’t look now, but the Tootsie Roll 
Campaign is right around the corner as 
well. 

It’s great that we have so many 
events going on, but it does mean that I 
am very busy.  I try to balance my duties 
as Grand Knight with work, all while 
Leslie and I are working out the details of 
the purchase of our first new home (we 
closed at the end of Septem-
ber).  There are definitely days 
when I feel over-subscribed!  
When I’m having one of those 
days, it’s helpful to me to think 
about the good that comes of 
all this work.  The Car Raffle 
program funds the State’s 
scholarship programs, which 
help send deserving Catholic 
children across Maryland to 
high school and college.  The 
Tootsie Roll Campaign for 

People with Intellectual Disabilities funds 
organizations that are dedicated to serv-
ing our most special children.  By hold-
ing 1st Degree ceremonies, we bring new 
blood into our Order, and help to perpetu-
ate our good works.  And our Family Pot-
lucks strengthen family life in our com-
munity in subtle yet important ways.  
These are all worthy causes, and each by 
itself would be deserving of our time and 
effort.  But when we come together as 
brothers to perform these and other good 

works, something else happens 
which is even more extraordi-
nary. 

In the August 2007 issue 
of Columbia Magazine, Su-
preme Chaplain Bishop Wil-
liam Lori cited a need for 
“men’s spirituality”, and talked 
about how he felt the Knights 
of Columbus fulfill that need.  
I couldn’t agree more.  As 
Knights, we have opportunities 
to live out our faith by per-

forming good works.  The work we do 
obviously benefits the direct recipients of 
our labors (the Church, the poor, the dis-
abled), but it also does good to each and 
every one of us.  I think that doing good 
works in furtherance of a Christian ideal 
brings us closer to our Lord and savior, 
Jesus Christ.  This minor miracle sustains 
me in busy times like these, and I hope 
that it will do the same for all of you.   

Vivat Jesus! 
 
Tony Ibáñez 
Grand Knight 

(Continued from page 1) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  

The Ladies Auxiliary meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month.  This year 
that was September 11th. We all know the 
significance of that date!   We normally 
open our meetings with one decade of the 
Rosary for world peace, but for this meet-
ing we added another decade of the Ro-
sary for all living and deceased victims of 
9/11. 

 
It was good to be back together again 

and discuss what we would like to do this 
year.  We talked about taking short day 
trips in the months when we were not 
working on our projects.  One proposal 
was a trip to Baltimore to tour the reno-
vated Basilica, the oldest Catholic cathe-
dral in the country.  We could then go to 
Little Italy for some lunch before returning 
home.  If there is sufficient interest we 
could hire a small bus.   We thought this 
might be of interest to other ladies and to 
some of the Knights and they could also 
join us.  October is probably the best 
month to do this while the weather is still 
pleasant.  If this appeals to you, please 
call me so I can begin making plans. 

 
In the meantime support the Knights 

in their Car Raffle, and send in your ticket 
stubs and checks as soon as possible.  If 
you did not receive tickets, call the Coun-
cil and request them.  If interested in the 
Baltimore trip, call me at 301/530-0210. 

 
Peace & God Bless!! 
 

�������

 Ladies Auxiliary Report  
  By Jennie P. Morris, President 

Supreme Chaplain Lori 
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Our council participated in the Time, 
Talent and Treasure Fair at St. Jane Fran-
ces de Chantal following each Mass of 
September 22nd and 23rd. This enabled us 
the opportunity for a Membership Drive. 
Members of our Council supported this 
event by their participation. We had our 
newly acquired four-foot statue of an ar-
mored knight as an attractive prop.  

 
There have been questions asking for 

more information about the Knights of 
Columbus Parish Round Table. At the 
initiation of a Parish Round Table pro-
gram, the Grand Knight, with the help of 
his officers, informed all council members 
who belong to a designated parish, that 
the Order would like to set up this Round 
Table. The pastors were informed how 
our Council members could assist them in 
parish functions. Once the program was 
accepted by each parish, any parishioner 
who is a knight, regardless of the Council 
he belongs to, automatically becomes a 
member of that Parish Round Table.  

 
Our Council selected a coordinator 

from each of the five parishes currently 
with a Round Table Program: Holy Cross: 
PGK Roberto Ibáñez; Holy Redeemer: 
PGK Lawrence Grayson; OLOL: Deacon 
John Shewmaker; St. Bartholomew: Nor-
bert Wittrock; and St. Jane de Chantal: 
PGK Peter Ferrigno.  

There are no elective officers, no 
meetings and no dues. The pastor should 
only be as involves as he wants to be and 
the coordinator should call on those Par-
ish Round Table members best qualified 
to carry out a specific project and provide 
project leadership from start to finish.  

Examples of projects requested by 
the pastor of St. Jane de Chantal were for 
participation in the Corpus Christi Proces-
sion and in the 
Time, Talent and 
Treasure Fair. I was 
able to provide the 
members to partici-
pate in addition of 
providing members 
of the Cardinal 
O’Boyle Assembly 
Color Corps, for the 
procession.  

 
The Parish 

Round Table pro-
jects should be an-
nounced in parish 
and council bulle-
tins. By June 30 of 
each year, each Par-
ish Round Table 
coordinators completes the annual Report 
of the Knights of the Round Table, sub-
mitted to Supreme Secretary, with copies 
to the State and District Deputies.  

 By request of the Supreme Council 
Representative to the Shrine Ushers Min-
istry, our own PGK Roberto Ibáñez, I am 
pleased to remind you of another ministry 
Our Lady may be calling you to perform: 
the Usher Ministry at the Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception.  The ushers are 
“the face” of the Shrine, as they welcome 
hundreds of thousands of visitors every 
year.  With a smile they offer visitors pro-

grams, guide them 
to seats, or direct 
then to the rest-
rooms.  They take 
the collection and 
help at Commun-
ion time.  These 
simple actions, 
though seemingly 
mundane, are 
essential to the 
daily work of the 
Basilica. 
 

This Supreme 
Council Program 
provides, trains 
and uniforms 
Ushers for Our 
Lady’s Shrine, 

and you can be part of it.  If you are a 3rd 
Degree Knight  in good standing and 
pledge to serve at Our Lady’s Shrine for 
ONE MASS of your choosing PER 
MONTH .   

 
If you do, the Supreme Council will 

provide you with training and a free uni-
form (blue sport coat, gray pants, a tie, pin 
and name plate).  Besides making yet 
more friends among your brother knights 
of all three jurisdictions (Maryland, Vir-
ginia and the District of Columbia), you’ll 
get to be more familiar with Our Lady’s 
Shrine, and will have the spiritual satis-
faction of actually DOING SOMETHING 
for your faith, for your Archdiocese, for 
your Order, and FOR HER, to whom you 
pledged your love when you took your 1st 
Degree. 

 
For more information contact me or 

PGK E. Roberto Ibáñez at 301-4454-3238 
or at eribanez@comcast.net 

 
 God Bless. 

 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

At a special meeting, held —as an-
nounced here in the Chatter— after the 
September 13th regularly scheduled 
Council Business Meeting, the Kay-Cee 
Club elected new members for its Board 
of Directors, who will be handling the 
Club’s affairs for the remainder of the 
Columbian Year. 

The Board’s members have a three-
year term, and one-third of it is elected 
every year as a third fulfills its three-year 
commitment. 

The Kay-Cee Club meets once a 
month on the third Wednesday, at 7:30 
pm.  Council members have a voice in 
those meetings, though only Board mem-
bers have a vote. 

The Club’s Board of Directors is now 
comprised of the following 12 men: 

 Three-Year Members: 
 John Vivian 
 William Polglase 
 GK Tony Ibáñez 
 TR Alex Castelli 
 Two-Year Members: 
 PGK Wesley Chin 
 PGK Neil Dorian 
 PGK Peter Ferrigno 
 PGK Kevin Kittka 
 One-Year Members 
 PGK Jack Cunningham 
 Capt. Arthur Rawson 
 Norb Wittrock 
 PGK Larwrence Grayson 

 

Kay-Cee Club News 
PGK Neil Dorian, Vice-President 



ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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Maryland State Council 
 

The Maryland State Council offers a 
series of meetings designed to help Ac-
tivity Chairmen, Officers and members 
in general to achieve each Council’s 
goals.  State Officers and Chairmen are 
always available to answer questions end 
offer their advice.  All are encouraged to 
attend. 

 
Other highlights of their calendar: 

· Oct 6 — Columbus Day Ball 
· Oct 7 — Columbus Day Parade, in 

Baltimore 
· Nov 11— State Memorial Mass & 

Reception.  Manchester, MD 
 

McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

 
The McNamara Chapter of Grand 

Knights meets every month, with many 
of the State Chairmen and Chair Officers 
in attendance to help and advise Grand 
Knights and Council officers to achieve 
their individual goals. 

The October Chapter meeting will 
be held at Montgomery Council No. 
2323 on Wednesday, October 17, Der-
wood, MD. The subject of this meeting 
will be “Preparing the Council Audit,” 
so Trustees, FS and Treasurer should 
attend. For more information contact GK 
Ibáñez or FS Murphy.  

 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Cardinal O’Boyle is the Assembly 
which serves our Council, and which 
provides us with Honor Guard and Color 
Corps for our functions and our parishes. 

The Assembly meets monthly on the 
third Thursday at Fr. Rosensteel Council, 
#2169 at 8:00 pm, with Rosary begin-
ning at 7:30 pm.  

The regularly scheduled meeting for 
the month of October will be on Thurs-
day the 18th.  All 4th Degree members 
from our Council are always welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 

 

Knights Send  
Disaster Relief to Peruvian 
Earthquake Victims  
 

 More than 500 Killed  
85,000 Displaced  
 

The Knights of Columbus announced 
August 29 that it has donated $25,000 in 
relief assistance to victims of the August 
15, 2007 earthquake along that South 
American country’s Pacific coast. 

The 7.9-magnitude earthquake re-
sulted in more than 500 deaths and left 
some 85,000 people homeless. 

The K of C contribution was sent to 
Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, the 
Catholic Archbishop of Lima, to assist the 
Church’s outreach to earthquake victims. 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
said that along with financial aid, the Or-
der conveyed “a pledge of prayer and soli-
darity with the faithful of Peru as they 
struggle to recover from the devastating 
effects of this earthquake.” 

“In keeping with the Knights of Co-
lumbus’ first principle of charity, we seek 
to bring hope and comfort to those who 
have suffered loss,” Anderson continued. 
“We encourage all men and women of 
good will to join us in helping the survi-
vors to rebuild their lives.” 

��,��$0*�3�/0�)'4�

In serving the Lord in these ways we 
also serve in the mission of salvation.   

Michael, Gabriel and Raphael stand 
before us as a great example of those who 
attend to the will of God.  Their example 
guides us to join them in being faithful 
servants of the Lord.  The next time you 
see an image of an angel, think about the 
powerful, supernatural work of the angels 
that is present in the scriptures.   

Think of the role we each play in the 
service of God, and how we serve the 
needs of each other. 

 
Vivat Christus 
  
Msgr. Gatto   

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

NEWS FROM  SUPREME  

“What you do for the least of these… 
You also do it for Me.” 



In Colorado, pro-lifers are seek-
ing a vote on “personhood 
amendment.” 
“What does this mean?” You 
ask.  If passed it could prove to 
be a major step toward ending 
decriminalized abortion in the 
United States. To do this, “it is 
crucial to recognize the pre-born 
human being as a person from 
the very first moment of its exis-

tence,” say the organizers of this amendment, Colorado for Equal 
Rights. This group plans to have its proposed amendment to the 
state constitution on the November 2008 ballot.  For this purpose 
they need 76,000 signatures in order to give Colorado citizens an 
opportunity to vote on this amendment. 

Once one can say the pre-born child is legally a person, then 
it is a crime to do any harm to that person.  In certain cases al-
ready, if a pregnant woman is murdered or killed for example, 
the law considers that as a double death. Needless to say, if this 
proves to work out as planned, a large foot would be in the door. 
The only thing we of the council can do at this time is to pray for 
a favorable conclusion.  

As I have mentioned in past issues, Planned Parenthood has 
received big bucks (more than $300 million) from government 
grants and contracts. “Title X” makes up approximately 23 per-
cent of Planned Parenthood’s total government funding ($70 
million). The government is able to donate such large funds be-

cause we, the American people, do not know what is going on.  
Making people aware is a most important job that we can 

follow through. Like what I am doing now, you too can be a 
“source of truth” to those around you. Write to your lawmakers 
to tell them that “enough is enough,” let’s stop giving money to 
those who want to kill babies (small human beings). Support any 
pro-life movement, so they may continue the fight against abor-
tion. With that in mind, please keep in mind the following:  

Jack Ames, of Defend Life, reminds us that October 6th, 7th 
and 8th is the 15th Annual International Week of Prayer and Fast-
ing.  October 6th (9 am to 6 pm): Youth and Young Adults Festi-
val at Pryzbyla Center at Catholic University of America; Octo-
ber 7th (6 pm to 10 pm): Culture of Life Awards Banquet at 
Georgetown University Conference Center. Raymond Arroyo of 
EWTN will be the Master of Ceremony and Allan Keyes will be 
the main speaker; October 8th (9 am to 5 pm): Eucharistic Prayer 
Vigil at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Mass will be a 
t Noon. There will be a number of Pro-Life speakers. 

Also, the Center for Bio-Ethical Reform, Midwest Region, 
announces their participation in “40 Days for Life” coming this 
fall. Thousands of people across the country will come together 
for 40 days in this national campaign. The components are: 
Prayer, Fasting and Constant Vigil at an Abortion Facility. This 
will take place from September 26 to November 4. During this 
time I believe that our Council could pray and fast for the end to 
abortion and for those who are hurting because of this inhuman 
practice. 

God Bless 
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Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto, Chaplain 

Deacon John Shewmaker, Associate Chaplain 
 

We will start with a Holy Rosary for the Unborn at 9:15 a.m. 
The Mass in memory of our departed brother knights will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

 

After the Mass we will serve a Continental Breakfast. 
PLEASE JOIN US! 

For more information, please call: 
PGK Peter Ferrigno, Chairman, 301-469-6099 or PGK E. Roberto Ibáñez, 301-445-3238 

 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK 

August Family of the Month 
Chuck and Pat Berry 
 
Longtime member Ray Guay brought his son-in-law Chuck 

Berry into our Council a few years ago during a membership 
drive. Ray and Chuck have enjoyed flipping burgers at some of 
our Council’s Chess Championships, and have recruited the 
Berry boys for the Tootsie Roll campaigns after Masses. 

Chuck, his wife Patty and their four boys moved to Garrett 
Park in 1999, when they became members of Holy Cross Parish. 
All four boys are currently altar servers. (We’ll have to check 
the record books to see of any other family with four active altar 
servers at one time.) 

Their oldest boys, Johnny and Dylan, attend Georgetown 
Preparatory School, where they play in the school band and are 
active athletes. Patrick and Kevin attend Holy Cross School and 
participate in the School’s Chess Club, the Parish Youth Group, 
and on many sports teams.  

Patty is the Chief Dietitian at Suburban Hospital and she 
enjoys coaching CYO soccer teams, as well as instructing at the 
YMCA. This Fall she will once again compete in and raise 
funds for the Make-a-Wish Sea Colony Triathlon in Bethany 
Beach, DE. Her parents Ray and Jeanne Guay, along with the 
Berry bunch, enjoy cheering Patty each year for this triathlon 
that includes a mile swim in the ocean, followed by a round trip 
bike ride to Rehoboth Beach and run in Bethany Beach. 

Chuck is a Project Manager in the Federal Government 
where he is responsible for the budget, design, and construction 
of a number of projects. His current involvement in community 
activities includes being on the Holy Cross Parish Council, a 
member of the Holy Cross School Board, and is the Holy Cross 
Parish Editor for Our Parish Times. He is one of five elected, 
current Councilmembers in the Town of Garrett Park. In the past 
he was Holy Cross HSA Vice President, editor of the school 
weekly newsletter, and coaching basketball. In addition he was 
the Chairman of the school’s ‘Tastes of the Town’ 2006 Gala-
Auction, and of the St. Patrick’s Day 2007 Gala-Auction, both 
held at the Strathmore Mansion and which raised a profit of over 
$50,000 for Holy Cross School. Chuck has already begun work-
ing with others on the 2008 Gala Auction that will be held on 
April 19 at the Academy of the Holy Cross. 

We don’t know about you but we need a Gatorade break 
from just reading about all the activities this busy Berry family 
is involved with. 

If you see them on and around Holy Cross Church campus,  
congratulate them for the award, and for their many contribu-
tions to parish and Council. 

 
 

September Family of the Month 
Don and Elfie Sylvain 
 
The Family of the Month for September is that of Donald 

and Elfie Sylvain.  This very active couple has three sons: Chris-
topher, Stephen and Nicholas, all grown. 

Don has been a member of the Council for 21 years, since 
1986, and although he has not been able to attend many meet-
ings due to his choir practice every Thursday, he has partici-
pated in Tootsie Roll Drives and Car Raffle drives quite regu-
larly every year. He also supports the Council by making contri-
butions to some our functions, such as the Teachers Apprecia-
tion and Awards Night, the annual Car Raffle Drive, etc. 

Don and Elfie attend St. 
Jane Frances de Chantal par-
ish, where they have been 
singing in the choir at the 
10:00 am Mass every Sunday, 
since 1976. 

After retirement from the 
U.S. Public Health Service in 
1993, he started with the 
“money counters” for the par-
ish collections, and he is still 
with that group of dedicated 
parishioners. 

Don and his family have 
made both the Council and 

their Parish an important part of their lives.  Rock Creek Council 
is proud to select them as the Family of the Month for Septem-
ber.  When you see Don and Elfie, maker sure to add your per-
sonal congratulations to those expressed by our Grand Knight in 
the name of the entire Council. 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS TO CHANGE BY LAWS 
 

 Rock Creek Council recently established two new corporations – a charity corporation to allow tax-
deductible contributions to be made for Council charitable activities, and a holding corporation to adminis-
ter funds held on behalf of the charity corporation and the Council.   

Several motions regarding these corporations were introduced at the meeting on September 13.  They 
are needed to make the By Laws of the Council and the two new corporations compatible, and to specify 
how the Board of Directors for the holding corporation will be designated.  These motions will be voted 
upon at the meeting of October 11.  Anyone wishing to read the full motions should contact Larry Grayson, 
either by email at L.Grayson@ieee.org or by phone at 301-933-8731. 

 



Page 7  October  2007  The Knight Chatter 

 

Are you a Booster? 
(Please circle) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

Members and Guests are welcome 
 �	�������8��	����������!���4�
Deadline for Mailed Reservations: Tuesday, October 16, 2007  

 

Only $35.00 Per Person ! 

For details call PGK Vince Bunag (301-949-6693) or PGK Neil Dorian (301-977-3840) 

Make your check payable to: ���5�����5���)0�/.�9�
������5�����5���)0�/.�9�
������5�����5���)0�/.�9�
������5�����5���)0�/.�9�
��� ����
And mail it to:  5417 West Cedar Lane, Bethesda, MD  20814-1517 

 

YES!  Reserve space for the OKTOBERFEST 2007 Party, October 20, 2007 
 
I am reserving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . At $35.00 each                         TOTAL ENCLOSED: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
   Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
   Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
   Phone No.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    e-Mail Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

�03�%�$��$����*��

���,$01��%.��*/00���
Beer, wine, sodas, coffee & dessert included 

 

AND 
Dance to the music of 

 

� ��� ���� �����	
� ��� ���� �����	
� ��� ���� �����	
 ��� ���

����
����������� �
Saturday, October 20, 2007 

8:00 p.m. to midnight 

� �: � � ' � � � �;
) 0 � � /�

0 �

CUT THIS STUB AND MAIL IT WITH YOUR CHECK TO PGK JO SEPH MURPHY, F.S. 



The plans are well under way for Rock 
Creek Council’s Soccer Shootout competi-
tion this year.  We hope many children 
from all our parish schools will manage to 
take part of this annual event. 

At the same time, our District Deputy, 
S/K Tom Schneider, is also planning the 
District 18 Soccer Shootout Semi-finals, 
and they have chosen Saturday October 13 
for that event on the field at St. Elizabeth 
School.  In order to make it possible and 
easy for all Councils in the District to com-
pete, they are proposing a Council-level 
competition early that day, so that the win-
ners can go to the District level immedi-
ately.   

Our children will be notified of any 
time and date changes so that they can all 
be participants and possible winners. 

Page 8  October  2007  The Knight Chatter 

 

My Brother Knights, 
 

 The Maryland State Council has 
asked for our assistance in conducting a 
letter-writing campaign to press our 
elected officials on pro-life concerns.  The 
program, dubbed “One Hundred Thou-
sand Letters for Life”, will be run as a 
joint effort between the Maryland State 
Council and The Maryland Catholic Con-
ference.   

The Knights of Columbus have al-
ways been strong supporters of life, and 
as such I was pleased to tell our District 
Deputy that he could count on Rock 
Creek for support.  I urge all of you to 
help us send “One Hundred Thousand 
Letters for Life”!   

For further details, please contact me 
directly at antonio.ibanez@comcast.net.  
Vivat Jesus!  

COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES  
100,000 LETTERS  FOR LIFE 
By GK Tony Ibáñez 

A note from the Council’s Financial Secretary  
DEATH NOTICES  

 

 It is very distressing to call a brother knight to ask for his volunteer time or to 
remind him to pay his dues, and find out that he passed away weeks, or even months, 
before.  When we are notified that one of our brothers has died, the Council does 
several things:  

· We place a notice in the obituary page to let members know to attend the 
wake, and funeral, 

· At the wake, and with the acquiescence of the family, Council members 
gather to pray the Rosary of Our Lady for the repose of his soul, 

· We present the family with a Resolution of Condolence, and 
· We let the Insurance Advisor know so he can be available to help the griev-

ing family with insurance claims and other legal issues. 
If our brother was a member of the 4th Degree, the O’Boyle Assembly will also: 
· Arrange to have the Honor Guard serve throughout the visiting hours, 
· Have the deceased’s name inscribed on a chalice to be donated to a new 

priest, who will pray for his repose at every Mass when the chalice is used, 
and 

· Have the chalice by the casket during the wake. 
We do these things and more, BUT ONLY IF WE ARE AWARE OF THE 

DEATH. We usually know when our most active knights pass away. But when a less 
active member dies, someone needs to let us know.  All our Brother Knights deserve 
the attentions listed above. 

Please make sure your family knows to notify me immediately.  My name and 
phone number are on the back of your membership card and listed in every 
Knight Chatter. 

 

Joe Murphy 
Financial Secretary 
 

"It is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead"  
(Second Book of Maccabees)  

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 
By GK Tony Ibáñez 
 

 It pleases me to report that Rock 
Creek is moving ahead with its member-
ship plans.  As to the writing of this report 
and due to the Chatter’s deadline to meet 
State Council guidelines, some of these 
activities have not yet happened.  Still, the 
carefully laid plans include the following: 
on the weekend of September 22nd and 
23rd, participation in the St. Jane de Chan-
tal Parish “Time, Talent and Treasure 
Fair,”  which is our annual weekend to 
recruit at this parish. 

The very next week we have our first 
1st Degree of the term scheduled, on 
Thursday, September 27. Next month we 
will report on actual results of both these 
activities.  In the meantime, we offer 
thanks to our Membership Chairman, 
PGK Vince Bunag, for his tireless work 
to expand our ranks. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES  
2007 SOCCER SHOOTOUT  COMPETITION  
Tom Stallone, Chairman  
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The initial actions that were taken to 
found America were deemed morally right 
because, as stated in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, they were in accord with “the 
Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God.”  The 
ends that were sought – to establish a gov-
ernment that derives its powers from the 
consent of the governed, with equality before 
the law, and which would secure for its citi-
zens their unalienable rights to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness -- were moral 
ones, based on a belief in a Supreme Creator 
and the God-given dignity of the individual.  
These beliefs constituted a public philosophy 
which the nation’s people understood, agreed 
with, and when required were willing to sup-
port even at great personal and communal 
sacrifice. 

This public philosophy, which held that 
there is a law above those of the government 
and the sovereign people, provided a norm 
for public and private action which pro-
moted, facilitated and protected America’s 
freedom and democratic institutions.  It 
served the country well through many diffi-
culties and crises, from the darkest days of 
the nation’s struggle for independence, to 
those of the Civil War, to America’s engage-
ment in World Wars I and II, through periods 
of significant economic inflation and great 
depression, through the turmoil of rapid, 
large-scale immigration, and in the hours of 
chaos following the assassinations of several 
presidents.  As the country became the 
world’s strongest nation, militarily and eco-
nomically, however, the communal sense of 
purpose lessened.  A focus on material gains, 
the secularization of the public sphere, the 
disavowal of the nation’s Judeo-Christian 
roots, and the attempt to have personal free-
dom without responsibility have torn apart 
America’s public philosophy.  It is being 
replaced by an emphasis on survival and 
self-gratification. 

These aims are not worthy of the 
world’s leading nation.  They are more indi-
vidualistic than communal, and do not pro-
vide a solid basis for allowing the nation to 
respond coherently to the threats it currently 
faces, nor possibly even for the nation to 
survive when faced with a determined enemy 
with a higher unifying purpose.  Without a 
strong commitment to a public philosophy 
among the people, the country’s leaders do 
not have a clear basis for making sound pol-
icy decisions, especially when the issues 

have moral overtones.  Can the desire for 
survival or economic growth or self-
gratification be enough to answer questions 
such as: Does America have an obligation to 
promote democracy around the world?  
Should U.S. troops be sent to aid a foreign 
country in its internal struggles for freedom?  
Should a tax-supported, universal health care 
system be created?  When does welfare be-
come counterproductive and enervate per-
sonal initiative?  What type of information 
should the government collect to protect our 
freedom without impinging upon personal 
privacy?  Should the U.S. borders be totally 
open?  Is the enemy of our enemy our 
friend?  When there is not a clear communal 
philosophy based on objective moral stan-
dards, our leaders can neither lead nor de-
fend the nation effectively. 

There is a great deal of ferment in the 
world that is being agitated by a variety of 
militant groups, often operating with state 
support and with the encouragement of reli-
gious leaders.  These militants view America 
and the West as decadent, as promoting life 
styles that are immoral, as focusing on tem-
poral gratification rather than living accord-
ing to a higher law.  Islamo-fanaticism, a 
term describing the current threat, is serious 

and significant, but is not the root of our 
problems.  If its partisans were destroyed 
tomorrow, the threat to the American way of 
life would still exist.  We seem to view the 
“war on terrorism” in which we are engaged 
merely from a military and survival perspec-
tive, rather than from the fact that there ap-
pears to be a strongly-held aim behind the 
terrorism – to create a world order based on 
the religious law of Shariah.  If we only mili-
tarily subdue the terrorist groups, the dissat-
isfaction that underlies their ability to spawn 
and recruit new members will remain.  The 
outcome of the war on terrorism will not be 
determined by the side that can engage the 
greatest military force, but by the side that 

can win the hearts and minds of the most 
people in both camps with its beliefs and 
ideology. 

Not having a clear national philosophy 
to which the public subscribes leads to politi-
cal uncertainty and moral paralysis.  History 
is full of examples of this state, which often 
results in appeasement in foreign affairs.  In 
the 1930s, with the sufferings of the First 
World War still fresh in people’s memories, 
the European democracies did not act to pre-
vent Adolf Hitler from rebuilding the Ger-
man military, even though they foresaw the 
possibility of another major war.  They were 
morally indecisive because their options 
required sacrifice.  In 1938, Neville Cham-
berlain thought that he could placate Hitler 
and Benito Mussolini, and thus avoid a Euro-
pean war, by agreeing to some of their de-
mands.  In September, 1938, Hitler, Musso-
lini, Chamberlain, and Edouard Daladier of 
France signed the Munich Agreement which 
transferred to Germany the Sudetenland, a 
region that was part of Czechoslovakia.  Six 
months later, Hitler broke the Agreement and 
the German Army seized the rest of Czecho-
slovakia bringing on World War II.  Being 
unwilling to take strong action to prevent 
war, the European democracies were thrown 
into war. 

The challenge for America is to 
strengthen the people’s commitment to a 
public philosophy, rooted in the Judeo-
Christian beliefs upon which the nation was 
founded, that supports our democratic princi-
ples.  We must recognize that there are ob-
jective moral truths that are not dependent on 
time or circumstances.  We must once again 
be able to say, “We hold these truths” so that 
they can determine our aims and provide the 
norms for judging “right” and “wrong,” for 
determining what we should in principle 
oppose as well as what we should in princi-
ple support.  With a widely-held, communal 
philosophy, the abstractions of our ideals can 
be transformed into operative policies that 
lead to consistent political action. 

How do we recommit the nation to 
those Judeo-Christian beliefs?  The answer is 
to begin with an army of one – one organiza-
tion, one state council, one assembly, one 
council, one person.  Let’s commit the 
Knights of Columbus and its members to 
lead that reinvigoration. 

�����	����� �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

AMERICA ’ S MORAL  UNCERTAINTY  
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Rock Creek Council’s SENIORS CLUB 

SEPTEMBER  COCKTAIL  PARTY /MEETING  

Our Seniors Club has the secret on “How to have Fun” and its 
members are not shy about it. 

With the excuse of a Meeting, they get together every month in this 
or that venue, hold a full meeting, discuss plans… and then they just 
have fun!  The September Cocktail Party/Meeting is but an example.  
Just look at these photographs and you be the judge. 

The food was excellent and plentiful, the bar was well stocked, and 
the company couldn’t have been better. 

If we know what is best for us, the rest of us should join this very 
active group.  Hope they still have openings! 



We had seventy members 
and guests at our September 
Cocktail Party/Meeting.  The 
hall looked great and no-one 
went home hungry.  Those with 
the “goggie bags” were smiling! 

Many thanks to our VP Jim 
Young for his help in several 
areas; to Jim’s wife Louise and 
Helen Fincutter for their work at 
the door; to Tom Locraft, 
Maggie De Bettencourt, Dottie Durkin, Lois 
Gargano and Jennie Mossir for their work 
with the flyer and the necessary mailings; to 
Ann Doby and Hilda Stofko for taking care of 
the 50/50 raffle; to Bill Kiley for his bartend-
ing, to Helen Brennan for the record keeping, 
to Charlie and Marge Swanke for the table 
decorations and clean-up, to Darlene Cole-
man for helping me order the food… and to 
all who brought deserts and helped clean-up 
afterwards. 

Unfortunately we did not have any vol-

unteers to chair a function for 
October, so there will be a regu-
lar meeting.  We will make plans 
for our fall and winter schedules 
during that meeting. 
I believe one of our members (I 
think female) is secretly taking 
belly dancing lessons.  Could this 
be our entertainment at a future 
meeting? ;-) We are still looking 
forward to a possible Country-

Western party. 
We did not have any clergy or sisters at 

our September meeting.  This is very disap-
pointing! I hope we all get out and invite 
them to our future functions.   

BTW, Edwina Wittrock lost a desert dish 
during our July Picnic.  If you have it, please 
call her or me. 

Remember to support our Council func-
tions and to invite your clergy to ours. 

 

 GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 
 

  PRAYER CORNER 
In your prayers remember:  Mannie 

Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, Tom Becker, William “Will” Bello, 
Larry Bisnett, John Bruce, PGK Larry Cain, 
Ray Celada, Dr. Lou Chacos, Jinny Chwirut, 
Maureen Collins, Joe Dolan, Regina England, 
PGK Joe Falzon, PGK Peter Ferrigno, Ed 
Flaim, Jane Frank, Marge Gallery, Lois Gar-
gano, Katharine Giodati, Art and  Carole 
Hanley, Stacey Harim, PGK, PSD Gene Ho-
gan, Marie Horan, Fr. Matt Kieman, Gertrude 
King, Julia Marcus (Art Hanley’s grand-
daughter), James Marketos, Tony Mastro, 
Leona Newton, our Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. 
William O’Donnell, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Mau-
reen Patrice, Anna Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, 
George and Joan Reed, Helen Rogers (sister 
of Hilda Stofko), Pat Siemien, John and 
Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray Timm, 
Joselyn Walter Graham and Regina Walter, 
Barbara Waters, R. Joyce Waters, Miriam 
Webster, my cousin Bernice Wilt, Karen 
Zack and Fran & Frank Zello. 

Also remember John Henegan and Capt. 
Dick Fay, both Seniors members; Helen 
Luhrs, widow of a long time friend; Joan 
Smith Daly, sister of Fr. Mark Smith, Assoc. 
Pastor at Holy Redeemer; Brian Lyons, son 
of Robert & Moira Lyons, and Sally K Di 
Masi, widow of Thoma J. Di Masi. R.I.P. 
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CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 
GRAND KNIGHT 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-235-5839 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Albert J. Kiss  -  301-221-5694 
CHANCELLOR 

Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 
WARDEN 

John Vivian  -  301-461-3597 
 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

RECORDER 
 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

INSIDE GUARD 
 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
2-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
3-Year - William J. Morris, PGK—301-365-0275 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK – 301-445-3238 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Thomas A. Stallone  - 703 - 898 - 2133 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 

LECTURER 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 

 
PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 

Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 
 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 
4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 

Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 
 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 

e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
CHATTER MAILING CAPTAIN 

John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
WEBMASTER 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
 

 
COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 
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PGK Bob Waters 

  

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

There are many fine life insurance compa-
nies in the marketplace.  So why entrust your life 
insurance needs, and those of your family to the 
Knights of Columbus? 

In a recent lecture at Yale University, Su-
preme Knight Carl A. Anderson summed it up 
this way:  “Our core values permeate all levels of 
our marketing program.  Our ‘Marketing Code of 
Ethics’ is modeled after the Ten Commandments 
and includes statements such as ‘Thou shall pre-
sent honestly and accurately, all facts necessary 
to enable a member to make an informed deci-
sion.’  Our ethical principles for marketing are 
summed up by our Golden Rule: ‘In all my pro-
fessional relationships, I pledge myself to the 
following rule of conduct: I shall, in light of all 
conditions surrounding those I serve, render that 
service which, under the same circumstances, I 
would apply to myself.’” 

That’s what you can expect from your 
Knights of Columbus agent.  I’ll be happy to 
meet with you, at your convenience, to honestly 
and accurately present all facts necessary for you 
to make an informed decision.  I promise to ren-
der that service which, under the same circum-
stances, I would apply to myself. 

Please give me a call. 
Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 
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Rock Creek Council’s 

� ������ �
	 ����

� �

For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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30 
Tootsie Roll 
Holy Cross 

1 
 

2 
 

Guardian Angels 

3 
 

4 
�

5 
 

6    State’s�
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7 
Tootsie Roll 

Holy Redeemer 

8 9 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

10 
Seniors 12:30 pm 

 
K-C Club 7:30 pm 

11 
 

Rosary 7:30 
Meeting 8:00 

12 13 

14 
Tootsie Roll 

St. Bart’s 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18 
4th Degree at 
Rosensteel’s 

19 
 

20 
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21 
Tootsie Roll 

St. Jane’s 

22 
 

23 
 

24 25 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00����

26 27 
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28 
Tootsie Roll 

O.L. of Lourdes 

29 
 

30 
 

31 1 
ALL SAINTS 

2 
All Souls 

 

3 
 


