
My Brother Knights, 
At our Social Meeting in Septem-

ber, Rock Creek held its first 1st Degree 
Exemplification for the current Colum-
bian Year.   

At that time, we welcomed five 
new members into our Order: Bruce 
Cathie, John Russo, Art Harris, David 
Ziebarth, and Joseph Dombrowsky.  
Welcome aboard, guys!  I know I speak 
for the whole council when I say we are 
glad to have you, and we want you to 
feel at home.  To all my brother Knights 
reading this, make a point of saying hello to Bruce, John, Art, 
David, and Joseph at the next council meeting. 

That brings up an interesting point.  I know that we at Rock 
Creek have many brother Knights who haven’t been to a council 
meeting in quite some time—years, in some cases.  I know how 
challenging it can be to make it to meetings.  After work and 
family obligations, sometimes it seems like there’s not much 
time left to give.  But attending council meetings at least a couple 
of times a year can pay great dividends for you personally, and 
for Rock Creek Council in general. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights, 
In our desire for salvation there 

is a starting point.  Interestingly 
enough, it is the same starting point 
for everyone.  The starting point for 
salvation is 'faith'.   

A person must first believe in 
God; believe in the power of God, 
the mercy of God, and the goodness 
of God.  As disciples of Jesus, we 
must be willing students, listening to 
the words of Jesus as if listening to 
the voice of the Father speaking 

directly to us. Then believing the words of Jesus to be 'truth', we 
put his words into practice. 

The Scriptures make it clear that, whereas the starting point 
is faith, the expression of that faith is the 'worship' of God. All 
faith should bring us to the point of glorifying God with praise 
and thanksgiving.   

We believe in the mercy of God, not simply to have our 
needs and wants satisfied, but because God is the source of eve-
rything.  We respond to this truth by opening our lives, in faith, 
to the blessings the Lord bestows upon us, and then by showing 

(Continued on page 4) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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At our October 11 Business Meeting, District Deputy Tom Schneider (center) presented our Grand Knight, 
Tony Ibañez (left) with a Certificate of Appreciation from the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society for our contribu-
tion to that Charity, and to IPGK Bill Morris (right) a plaque for completing all requirements of the Surge With 
Service program during the 2006-2007 Columbian Year. 

SSURGEURGE, , WITHWITH  S SERVICEERVICE ......  
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Grand Knight Ibáñez 
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November is a month of sadness and 
joy: November 2 is All Soul’s Day.  On 
this day we pray for the faithfully de-
parted.  Veteran’s Day is a day to remem-
ber those who died in the service of our 
country and thank those who served in the 
Armed Forces.   

 
The month also brings us the oppor-

tunity to thank God for the blessings we 
have received in our lives.  The Entrance 
Antiphon for Thanksgiving Day sets the 
tone for our religious observance, "Sing 
and play music in your hearts to the Lord, 
always giving thanks for everything to 
God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Eph 5:19-20).  Let's try to 

celebrate Thanksgiving by sharing what 
we have with the less fortunate.   

Also, please remember St. Andrew 
Dung-Lac, priest, martyr, and his mar-
tyred companions whose feast day is No-
vember 24.  St. Andrew was one of 117 
people who were martyred in Vietnam 
between 1820 and 1862.  Another exam-
ple of those who came before us and shed 
their blood to spread the word of God. 

 
To my fellow veterans and those who 

supported us, I express my thanks. 
 
Mary Queen of the Knights pray for us. 

 
 God bless America. 
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Coming to at least a few meetings a 
year is really the best way to stay plugged 
into the life of the council.  Reading the 
Chatter will tell you what has happened, 
but coming to the occasional meeting will 
allow you to participate in our activities, 
or even to have a say in what activities we 
undertake.  If you joined the Knights to 
be of service to your parish or commu-
nity, that’s great.  But if the only person 
who knows your name is the Financial 
Secretary, who fills out your membership 
card after receiving your dues check, 
you’re not giving yourself a chance to 
participate in the good works that your 
brother Knights are doing.  Moreover, 

you are denying yourself a chance to in-
fluence events at Rock Creek.  By making 
your ideas known, and by joining your 
strengths with those of your brother 
Knights, we can ensure that the council’s 
priorities reflect those of its members.  
It’s your council, and we want to hear 
your voice. 

So I’d like to restate my welcome to 
our newest members, and I’d also like to 
extend a welcome to any brother Knight 
who hasn’t attended a meeting in a year 
or more.  Come see what’s new at Rock 
Creek!  We’ll all be happy to see you.   

 
Vivat Jesus! 

(Continued from page 1) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  

The Summer-like weather we experi-
enced in October was very unusual but made 
going outdoors very enjoyable.  Maybe that 
was the reason we had more ladies in atten-
dance at our October Auxiliary meeting than 
we had had since Spring!  That was great!  
Keep on coming, ladies! 

 At the meeting I asked about possible 
interest in a Victorian House Tour in Garrett 
Park, on October 19th and 20th, an opportu-
nity to enjoy an activity outside of our meet-
ing in a convenient location.  I went on the 
tour and was impressed with the manner in 
which the current owners had taken such 
excellent care of the houses, both indoor and 
outdoors. 

 A proposal was brought up at our Sep-
tember meeting about a day trip to tour the 
renovated National Shrine of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary (known as the 
Baltimore Basilica).  Saturday was chosen so 
that working members of the Auxiliary could 
join us.  When I received information about 
the tours, I learned that only one Saturday 
was available in October but that one was 
too early in the morning for our group and 
there were no slots open in November.  So 
now we’re trying to put together a trip in 
December.  Open dates are December 15th 
and 29th.  I again invite any Knights and their 
ladies who would like to join this outing to 
call me.  We could go by bus or car pool, and 
would have lunch at a nearby restaurant in 
Baltimore following the tour. 

We also discussed our making up shoe-
boxes to donate to Bethesda Cares at Christ-
mas.  Last year we filled the boxes for men, 
women and children with toiletry items—
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, 
deodorant, combs, hand lotion, Band-Aids, 
warm gloves and hats, sox, and for the chil-
dren a small toy and candy. Many of us have 
collected some of these items from hotels 
when we’re traveling.  If you, too, have 
picked up any of these items in your travels 
and would care to donate them, we would be 
appreciative. Additionally, our treasury also 
makes one or two substantial donations to 
deserving organizations at Christmas.  To 
call about any of these proposals, my phone 
number is 301/530-0210.           

God bless!!   
 

�������

 Ladies Auxiliary Report  
  By Jennie P. Morris, President 

Beginning in December, 2007, the 
monthly KAY-CEE Club meeting date 
will be moved to the THIRD Wednesday 
of each month.  Therefore, the Decem-
ber, 2007, meeting will be scheduled on 
Wednesday, December 19.  (The Novem-
ber, 2007, meeting will remain as is and 
be held on November 14.)   

Moving the meetings to the third 
Wednesday of the month will alleviate 
stress and congestion for some brother 
Knights who have had to attend three 

consecutive meetings all in the same 
week (Executive Board on Tuesday, 
KAY-CEE Club on Wednesday, and 
Council Business on Thursday). 

All KAY-CEE Club meetings begin 
at 7:30 PM and normally conclude at 9 
PM.  Business discussed includes the 
status of our building and land, invoices 
paid, upgrades and improvements to our 
property, and rentals.  All Council mem-
bers are welcome to attend any meetings 
and voice their comments and concerns. 

 

Kay-Cee Club News 
PGK Neil Dorian, Vice-President 



On September 21 and 22, 
St. Jane Frances de Chantal held 
their annual Time, Talent and 
Treasure Fair, which our Coun-
cil was invited to attend. Msgr. 
Donald Essex, St. Jane’s Pastor, 
indicated that this would be an 
excellent opportunity for a mem-
bership drive; and, that it was. 
We were able to attract a num-
ber of men, both new and trans-
fers from other councils. I am 

sure that our Membership Chairman, Vince Bunag, PGK is 
pleased with our results. The parish gave us a good location and 
we had our armored Sir Knight prop, which attracted a great deal 
of attention. Some pictures were taken and they hopefully will 
eventually be available for the Chatter.   

 
Please remember the date November 10, when we will have 

our annual Memorial Mass. This year Veterans Day (November 
11) falls on Sunday, so we are moving our Mass to the previous 
day. The time is 10:00 AM for the Mass and 9:15 AM for the 
Rosary at our Memorial for the Unborn, in from of the council.  

Msgr. Vincent Gatto, our Chaplain, will celebrate the Mass, 
and hopefully Deacon John Shewmaker and PGK II Roberto 
Ibáñez will assist as usual.  PGK Ibáñez will prepare the pro-

grams so that we all will follow the Mass and all its readings. 
We will once again have the privilege of having George and 

Rebecca Cruz provide the music and lead the singing. Almost a 
hundred letters were sent to widows, inviting them to attend as 
this Mass is in memory of our departed brother knights. I hope 
this year there will be a good attendance as we had in the past. I 
urge some of you reading this note decide to join us this year. 

Unfortunately, the day before this event I am having eye 
(cataract) surgery and on the day of the Memorial Mass I need to 
see my surgeon at 9:00 AM, so I won’t be able to help my wife, 
Mary Ann with the preparations. The food and refreshments will 
have been purchased.  Our portable altar will be brought up to 
Cantrel Hall, chairs and additional tables will be set up, coffee 
pot will be available, the statue of Our Lady displayed, and a 
number of other things, that I will not go into detail at this time, 
will all be taken care of.   

Mark Emory and Mike Horan will bring up the altar and 
Neil Dorian and I will set up the tables and chairs. Larry Grayson 
and Mary Jo Ibáñez indicated that they will offer assistance to 
Mary Ann the morning of the Mass. Hope to see many of you at 
this event.  

For more details, please see the flyer opn Page 5 of this issue 
of the Knight Chatter. 

Thank you and God bless.  
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 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

 On Saturday, October 13, there 
were public recitations of the 
Rosary at some 2,500 locations 
throughout the country for peace 
in our world. This marked the 
90th anniversary of the appari-
tions at Fatima, when Our Lady 
called for the saying of the Ro-
sary. Those of our Council, met 
at 11:30 AM in the parking lot 
of Our Lady of Lourdes Church. 
This was our opportunity to 
show our solidarity with other 

Catholics in the immediate area and throughout the nation in 
answering Our Lady’s request for pray. 

Three days later, our Council was the location that held the 
40 Days for Life Midway Rally on Tuesday, October 16th from 6 
to 10 PM. David Bereit, National Campaign Director for this 
rally, was present. He will have visited 89 cities in 32 states by 
the end of the 40 days. Each rally is to gather large numbers of 
helpers to pray, fast and participate at the Planned Parenthood 
facilities (abortion clinics). This, to date, has saved the lives of a 
great number of babies. He states that he has had as many as 700 
helpers in one city.  

God is making all this work; all we have to do is help him. 
Think what it is like in New York City, where there are 100,000 
abortions a year. The uses of 2D and 3D ultrasonic instruments 

have been a big turn about for the Pro-Life people. 85% of 
women, who see their unborn child with the 2D instrument and 
93% of women viewing their unborn child with the 3D instru-
ment, decide to keep their child. More instruments and doctors 
are needed to make Planned Parenthood feel the punch. Support 
your pregnancy clinics. Put money where it can help. 

We are sure some of you have heard of “Project Mustard 
Seed”. This is a letter writing campaign, asking a corporation to 
stop funding Planned Parenthood. Because of continued support 
of the campaign, the letters have been making a difference. Life 
Decisions indicates that 156 companies have stopped contribut-
ing to Planned Parenthood. Boycotts, as you can tell, have shown 
to be an effective means to get the attention of department stores, 
home products, motor vehicles, etc. Those of you who have the 
means of e-mailing, for more information, direct your mail to 
John Naughton (naughtonjj@juno.com). He will tell you those 
businesses still on the boycott list.  

We have in previous issues informed you that large amount 
that Planned Parenthood is receiving from the government. It 
may be easier to work with the boycotting than writing our law-
makers to change their minds with this support. Our “Stop 
Planned Parenthood Tax Funding Campaign” has three mayor 
parts:  

1. End Planned Parenthood’s taxpayer funding;  
2. Peacefully close down Planned Parenthood clinics and  
3. Get Planned Parenthood out of our schools.  

  

 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

PGK Peter Ferrigno 

 

Peter & Mary Ann Ferrigno 



ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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Maryland State Council 
 

The Maryland State Council offers a 
series of meetings designed to help Ac-
tivity Chairmen, Officers and members 
in general to achieve each Council’s 
goals.  State Officers and Chairmen are 
always available to answer questions end 
offer their advice.  All are encouraged to 
attend. 

 
Other highlights of its calendar: 

· Nov 11— State Memorial Mass & 
Reception.  Manchester, MD 

· Dec 8— State Christmas Party at St. 
Pius X Council, Forestville, MD 

· Jan 5— Mid-Term Meeting at Cardi-
nal Gibbons Council, Baltimore, MD 

· Jan 7-18— 11-night Ultimate Carib-
bean Cruise 

 

McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

 
The McNamara Chapter of Grand 

Knights meets every month, with many 
of the State Chairmen and Chair Officers 
in attendance to help and advise Grand 
Knights and Council officers to achieve 
their individual goals. 

The November Chapter meeting will 
be held at Sacred Heart Council # 2577 
on Wednesday, November 14, Bowie, 
MD, when they will have the Chapter’s 
Memorial Mass, followed by a silent 
auction. For more information contact 
GK Ibáñez or FS Murphy.  

 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Cardinal O’Boyle is the Assembly 
which serves our Council, and which 
provides us with Honor Guard and Color 
Corps for our functions and our parishes. 

The Assembly meets monthly on the 
third Thursday at Fr. Rosensteel Council, 
#2169 at 8:00 pm, with Rosary begin-
ning at 7:30 pm. In November it will be 
on Thursday the 15th.  All 4th Degree 
members from our Council are always 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 

 

Knights Lead New Haven’s  
Columbus Day Celebration 

 The Knights of Columbus were a big 
part of the 2007 Greater New Haven Co-
lumbus Day Parade. As a component part 
of our 125th anniversary celebration, our 
Order was the event’s title sponsor. 

Former Supreme Secretary Robert 
Lane, a New Haven native and member of 
San Salvador Council 1, served as the pa-
rade’s grand marshal, and more than 200 
area Knights marched in the parade. The 
contingent included Fourth Degree 
Knights from Connecticut and Rhode Is-
land, the Council 126 Pipe and Drum Band 
from Brooklyn, N.Y., the Connecticut 
State Council officers, and Knights repre-
senting councils throughout the state. 

A color guard of seven Sir Knights 
presented the colors for the parade’s first 
division, followed by 28 U.S. flags repre-
senting the “colors” of the nation through-
out its history. The flags are part of the 
Knights of Columbus Museum’s perma-
nent display. Beginning with the unofficial 
“Grand Union” flag of Gen. George Wash-
ington’s Continental Army, the 28 flags 
are a series of “Stars and Stripes” that cul-
minate with present flag of 50 stars, which 
has been in use since 1960. 

For 125 years the K of C has main-
tained the international headquarters in 
New Haven. Its distinct four-tower office 
building, is a popular area landmark. The 
Knights of Columbus Museum, located a 
few blocks from the parade route, offers 
world-class exhibitions of art and history. 

The Order, along with several other 
organizations, took part in a wreath laying 
ceremony October 6 in New Haven’s his-
toric Wooster Square. The wreaths were 
blessed in a ceremony at St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church and processed to a large 
statue of Columbus in the Square’s south 
end. 

�����$2+�5�12�*(6�

our gratitude.  
We are not just grateful for answers to 

our prayers, we are grateful to God for the 
countless blessings that he bestows upon 
us, even without our asking. 

God Bless you, 
Monsignor Gatto 

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

NEWS FROM  SUPREME  
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Cantrel Hall 
5417 West Cedar Lane, Bethesda, Maryland  20814 
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CELEBRANT 
Rev Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto, Chaplain 

with 
Deacon John Shewmaker, Associate Chaplain  

 
At 9:15, weather permitting, we will pray  

The Sorrowful Mysteries of the 
Holy Rosary of Our Blessed Mother 

at our Memorial to the Unborn 
 

The Mass will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 
Afterwards join us to a complimentary  
Continental Breakfast in Guido Hall 
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK 

 

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 
By PGK Neil Dorian 
 

 A First Degree Exemplification was 
conducted on September 27, 2007, at 
Rock Creek Council.  The following new 
brothers took this degree:  Joseph W. 
Dombrowsky, Second Lieutenant in the 
U.S. Armed Forces; Arthur Harris, Jr., St. 
Jane Parish; Bruce W. Cathie, St. Jane 
Parish; John W. Russo, St. Jane Parish; 
and David Ziebarth, St. Jane Parish.  Also 
during this degree ceremony, the follow-
ing brothers transferred into our Council:  
Joseph Doniger, Kenneth Roof, and 
Kevin Walling.   

The officers and members welcome 
the new members and transfers.  We ex-
tend a warm invitation to each of you to 
become actively involved with our Coun-
cil, and join us in the many programs we 
participate.  Look at the Council calendar 
highlights for November and early De-
cember located on the back page of this 
Chatter Newsletter.  If you need more 
information, call Grand Knight Tony 
Ibáñez at (240) 235-5839, and he will be 
more than glad to answer your questions 
and steer you in the right direction. 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, 
November 8, when we will host a Second 
Degree Exemplification at 8 pm.  We 
strongly encourage all First Degree mem-
bers to take this beautiful degree, the sec-
ond step to full knighthood.   

For the Family of the Month of 
October, our Grand Knight selected the 
family of PGK Vince and Glenda Bu-
nag and such selection has been sent to 
Supreme and State Councils for their 
consideration.  

Brother Knight Vince and Glenda 
have four grown children: Marissa, Joe 
Anthony, Angela Carmella, and Mi-
chelle.  All the children attended and 
graduated from Catholic Schools in 
Rockville. 

Vince belongs to the Fourth De-
gree, Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly and 
is a member of their Color Corps.   

He is also very active in the 
Usher Ministry for the Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC.  
Vince and Glenda are active members of St. Jude Parish in Rockville and have 

made a dozen consecutive pilgrimages of service to Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine in 
France.  Vince is our Council’s Membership Chairman. 

Year after Year Vince and Glenda have made hundreds of calls to schedule the 
Volunteer listings for the Tootsie Roll and Car Raffle drives for the Council.  They 
also plan and set up for us four dinner-dance events every year. Vince has assisted 
with procuring and providing the continental breakfast to out-of-town pro-life pilgrims 
who sleep over at our Council Home during the week of the March for Life at the Na-
tional Mall in Washington.  Glenda provides all public relations, letters, and flyers for 
many Council events. 

 
Vince and Glenda, our entire Council salutes you and your family for your exam-

ple and leadership over the many years you have belonged to Rock Creek Council.  

PGK Vince and Glenda Bunag 

My Brother Knights, 
Of all the causes that we as Knights of Columbus support, 

there is probably none more important than defending the inher-
ent dignity and worth of every human life.  While we fight for 
the rights of the unborn, the elderly, and the infirm, we also rec-
ognize the great challenges faced by those who care for people 
with special needs.  That is why the Tootsie Roll Campaign for 
the Mentally Handicapped is such a terrific program.  Each year, 
the Tootsie Roll Campaign raises mil-
lions of dollars nationally for organiza-
tions that support mentally handicapped 
persons. 

Locally, Rock Creek Council is a 
perennial leader in fundraising for the 
Tootsie Roll Campaign.  The funds stay 
local as well, as our contributions are 
received exclusively by organizations 
that operate within Montgomery 
County. 

Our Tootsie Roll Chairman, PGK 

Vince Bunag, tells me that we are off to a great start.  We have 
solicited donations at three area parishes, and already we have 
raised close to $2000 for the cause.  Vince is receiving key assis-
tance this year from one of our newer members, Bill Polglase.  
Bill has been doing an excellent job of helping Vince coordinate 
volunteers for soliciting donations at Bethesda-area Giant super-
markets.  Your council thanks you, Bill!  

If God forms every person in the womb, as we believe, then 
each one of us bears an indelible mark 
of divinity, one that cannot be blotted 
out by age, disability, or any other af-
fliction.  Won’t you help us raise money 
to help those who take care of the handi-
capped among us?  The Tootsie Roll 
Campaign will continue into late No-
vember, so there’s still plenty of time to 
lend a hand.   

To volunteer, please contact PGK 
Vince Bunag at (240) 751-2384. 

Vivat Jesus!  

COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES  REPORT  
  By GK Tony Ibáñez 
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Monday, December 31, 2007 
8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
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Dance your way into the new year with 200 of your closest friends 

At Rock Creek Council’s Cantrel Ballroom 
Music by 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 ��
 

*  Free  Park ing *  
*  Open L imi ted Bar *  

*  Wide  Var ie ty  o f  Hors D’oeuvres  *  
* Party Favors * 

* Midnight champagne * 
* Coffee/tea & Pastries at Midnight * 

Members, guests and friends of the Council are welcome 

Paid Reservations are a MUST! 
For more information call: 

PGK Vince Bunag, 301-949-6693      or      PGK Neil Dorian, 977-3840 

$65.00 PER PERSON 

A Booster Function 

DEADLINE FOR  
PAID RESERVATIONS 
Sat. December 22, 2007 

Hurry up, limited to only 200 guests. 

Are you a Booster? 
(Please circle) 

 
YES 

 
NO 

Make your check payable to: ��0>�����>���*201/�?�
�����0>�����>���*201/�?�
�����0>�����>���*201/�?�
�����0>�����>���*201/�?�
��� ����
And mail it to:  5417 West Cedar Lane, Bethesda, MD  20814-1517 

 

YES!  Reserve space for the �����������	
���
����	��� , on December 31, 2007 
 
I am reserving for . . . . . . . . . . . At $65.00 each                         TOTAL ENCLOSED: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
   Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
   Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
   Phone No.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    e-Mail Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

PLEASE CUT THIS STUB AND MAIL IT WITH YOUR CHECK TO  PGK JOSEPH MURPHY, F.S. 



Rock Creek Council will hold its 
Annual Soccer Shootout competition this 
month at the fields of Our Lady of 
Lourdes School in Bethesda.  We hope 
many children from all our parish 
schools will manage to take part of this 
annual event. 

All our parochial schools either were 
contacted for this purpose, or will soon 
be.  We will publish the names of those 
winners in every category. 

Good luck to all participants! 
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 The Maryland State Council has asked for our assis-
tance in conducting a letter-writing campaign to press our 
elected officials on pro-life concerns.  The program, 
dubbed “One Hundred Thousand Letters for Life”, will be 
run as a joint effort between the Maryland State Council 
and The Maryland Catholic Conference.   

The Knights of Columbus have always been strong 
supporters of life, and as such I was pleased to tell our 
District Deputy that he could count on Rock Creek for 
support.  I urge all of you to help us send “One Hundred 
Thousand Letters for Life”!   

For further details, please contact the Grand Knight at 
antonio.ibanez@comcast.net.   

COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES  
100,000 LETTERS  FOR LIFE 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES  
2007 SOCCER SHOOTOUT  COMPETITION  
Tom Stallone, Chairman  

 
�&$�&�%�*���'�1(&�$(���$(�2�12�$�7$�1/%@7�$&��2$/�A$% 6�

�����$2+�5�12�%�*��B��&'����21.'&(�$2+�&'�1��)$�1/1�( �$&��*��

��
�����
�� � �
�����	���
��� �

�

�*�(+$%�����������
���
����
��&��8��#� �

�$2&��/��$//�
C!�����(�$2+�&'�1��)$�1/1�(���
� D�

�
No entry fee, but bring food for about 8 people. 

If your last name begins with the letters  
A through L , bring a potato or vegetable dish; 

M through Z , bring a salad, or desert 
 
 

The Council will provide the turkey, sodas and coffee. 
Beer and wine will be available at a nominal cost. 

Several turkeys, bottles of wine and spirits will be raffled among those present 
 

Remember that our main principle is CHARITY 
�������7���������	����7������� ����"	

�B������ ��� �

�'�1(&30�2&���+��'�1(&�$(�0$�+(�A1//����$�$1/$�/��) ���($/��
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Thanksgiving each year is the time 
when America’s religious roots and tradi-
tions are publicly displayed and observed.  
While we think of feasting on abundant 
food and drink, and imagine the Pilgrims 
in Plymouth Colony in 1621 inviting 
neighboring Indians to join them in a cele-
bration for a plentiful harvest, Thanksgiv-
ing Day has a much more religious mean-
ing.  It was not uncommon in the 17th and 
18th centuries for individual colonies to set 
aside days for prayers of gratitude to our 
Lord for His benevolence. 

In 1671, the governing council of 
Charlestown, Massachusetts proclaimed 
June 29 “as a day of Solemn Thanksgiving 
and praise to God for such his Goodness 
and Favor.”  Several times during the 
Revolutionary War, at the request of the 
Congress, General George Washington 
issued General Orders for days of prayer.  
On November 30, 1777, he ordered that 
“Thursday the 18th day of December next 
be set apart for Solemn Thanksgiving and 
Praise; that at one time, and with one 
voice, the good people may express the 
grateful feelings of their hearts, and conse-
crate themselves to the service of their 
divine benefactor; and that, together with 
their sincere acknowledgements and offer-
ings they may join the penitent confession 
of their sins; and supplications for such 
further blessings as they stand in need of.” 

Similar declarations followed.  On 
October 11, 1782, the Continental Con-
gress set aside “THURSDAY the twenty-
eight day of NOVEMBER next, as a day 
of solemn THANKSGIVING to GOD for 
all his mercies.”  In 1789, the first year of 
his Presidency, Washington designated 
Thursday, November 26 as a day for 
“prayers and supplications to the great 
Lord and Ruler of Nations” both in thanks-
giving for His “signal and manifold mer-
cies” and to request Him to “pardon our 
national and other transgressions.”  Presi-
dent James Madison three times pro-
claimed days of prayer and fasting during 
the War of 1812, first petitioning God’s 
assistance and then to thank Him for a 
successful outcome. 

During the Civil War, the Congresses 
of both the Union and Confederacy called 

for days of thanksgiving for military victo-
ries, with declarations put forth by Presi-
dents Jefferson Davis and Abraham Lin-
coln.  On October 3, 1863, Lincoln issued 
a proclamation calling for the observance 
of the last Thursday of November “as a 
day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our 
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the 
Heavens”� for His “singular deliverances 
and blessings” and “with humble peni-
tence for our national perverseness and 
disobedience.” 

The date for Thanksgiving was not 
fixed, but left to the President to designate.  
Since Lincoln selected the last Thursday in 
November, however, this date became the 
tradition for succeeding Presidents.  In 
1939, as there were five Thursdays in No-
vember and in response to a request from 
business leaders for more shopping days 
before Christmas, especially as the effects 
of the Depression still lingered, President 
Franklin Roosevelt selected the next to last 
Thursday as Thanksgiving.  There was a 
great outrage as Roosevelt kept it as this 
earlier date for the next two years.  In 
1941, Congress enacted that the holiday 
would be celebrated, as it is currently, on 
the fourth Thursday of November.  In spite 
of commercial concerns for moving the 
date, Roosevelt kept the purpose of 
Thanksgiving very much in mind.  In 1942, 
he called on the American people to ob-
serve both Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Day “in prayer, publicly and privately.” 

The tradition of a national declaration 
of gratitude to God continued, with every 
President issuing a proclamation annually 
since 1863.  In 1953, President Eisen-

hower requested that “all of us” gather on 
Thanksgiving Day in “our respective 
places of worship and bow before God in 
contrition for our sins, in suppliance for 
wisdom in our striving for a better world, 
and in gratitude for the manifold blessings 
He has bestowed upon us and upon our 
fellow men.” 

President Reagan, in 1984, requested: 
“Let us pause from our many activities to 
give thanks to almighty God for our boun-
tiful harvests and abundant freedoms.  Let 
us call upon Him for continued guidance 
and assistance in all our endeavors.  And 
let us ever be mindful of the faith and 
spiritual values that have made our Nation 
great and that alone can keep us great.”  In 
2004, President George W. Bush stated: 
“We are grateful for our freedom, grateful 
for our families and friends, and grateful 
for the many gifts of America. On Thanks-
giving Day, we acknowledge that all of 
these things, and life itself, come from the 
Almighty God.” 

While these public prayers have been 
called proclamations of thanksgiving, they 
have expressed much more than gratitude 
over the years.  As all prayer, they have 
been used to petition God for assistance, to 
thank Him for his mercy and abundance, 
to atone for our personal and national sins, 
and to adore Him as the “Lord and Ruler 
of Nations.”  These declarations are an 
overt recognition that while America has a 
secular government, religion is an integral 
part of the nation’s culture and society. 

On November 22, we will celebrate 
Thanksgiving.  It will be a day marked by 
parades with marching bands, floats and 
balloons, by football games from morning 
until late evening, by tables of food and 
drink that surpass our capacity to con-
sume, and by the beginning of a month-
long marketing blitz seeking our consumer 
dollar.  While we enjoy the camaraderie 
and festivities of the day, do not forget its 
central purpose – to thank God for His 
innumerable blessings on us, our families, 
and our nation.  What an expression of 
Faith it would be if all Knights could begin 
the day with Mass, say more than a per-
functory prayer, and perhaps, just perhaps, 
decline that extra piece of pie.  

�����	����� �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

THANKSGIVING , AN AMERICAN  TRADITION  

Washington in prayer 
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Our favorite band, The Continentals, although sans-lederhosen, entertained us at our 2007 Oktoberfest.  We enjoyed almost continu-
ous dancing, and even a sing-along session… in German!  Those of us who can’t read German, just turned our pages upside-down 
and that was that!  If you were there you know what we mean... 

 

 

GK Tony Ibáñez, the youngest Grand Knight in our history, welcomed the attendance, thanked the help offered by those who made it pos-
sible, led all in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag and Grace before dinner.  PGK Vince Bunag presented him and First Lady 
Leslie with a flower arrangement for their First Wedding Anniversary. At right, he, the Rossomondos and Mary Ann Ferrigno 

Council member Frank Villoso catered the event with a German-style fare which had many come back for seconds (and even 
thirds!).  The good company, good food, good beer and wine, mixed with good music, translated into a great evening for all. 
PGK Vince Bunag did it again, folks! 

 



We had a better turnout for 
our October meeting.  We were 
able to finalize the flyer for our 
November Hawaiian Luncheon 
Meeting, which will be mailed 
only to our paid members.  
Many thanks to Jean Gordon 
and Tom Locraft for putting the 
flyers together. As no one vol-
unteered to chair this function, 
you know who will do it… 
again.  We will have Dorothy Busch tickling 
the ivories and plenty of food.  Break-out 

your Hawaiian shirts and grass 
skirts, as we expect a large 
crowd! 

 
In December we will hold our 

Annual  Christmas Party-
Meeting.  In January ’08 it will 
be our Luncheon-meeting and 
Elections, so start campaigning 
now!  In February will be our St. 
Valentine’s Party and in March 

our St. Pat’s Party.  These last ones may 
change, depending upon the election results, 
recounts, law suits, etc.  Still, if you would 
like to chair any of these functions, please 
call me at 301-493-8883. 

Another Country-Western function is on 
hold as the leader of our favorite musical trio 
has been very ill. 

 
Be sure to invite your clergy and sisters 

to our functions.  It was very disappointing 
that none attended our September cocktail 
party-meeting. 

 
Remember to support our Council func-

tions and to invite your clergy to ours. 
 

  GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 
 

PRAYER CORNER 
In your prayers remember:  Mannie 

Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, Tom Becker, William “Will” Bello, 
Larry Bisnett, John Bruce, PGK Larry Cain, 
Ray Celada, Dr. Lou Chacos, Jinny Chwirut, 
Maureen Collins, PGK Jack Cunningham, Joe 
Dolan, Regina England, PGK Joe Falzon, 
PGK Peter Ferrigno, Ed Flaim, Jane Frank, 
Marge Gallery, Lois Gargano, Katharine Gio-
dati, Art and  Carole Hanley, Stacey Harim, 
PGK, PSD Gene Hogan, Marie Horan, Cris-
tina Ibáñez Pando, Fr. Matt Kieman, Gertrude 
King, Julia Marcus (Art Hanley’s grand-
daughter), James Marketos, Tony Mastro, 
Leona Newton, our Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. 
William O’Donnell, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Mau-
reen Patrice, Anna Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, 
George and Joan Reed, Helen Rogers (sister 
of Hilda Stofko), Pat Siemien, John and 
Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray Timm, 
Joselyn Walter Graham and Regina Walter, 
Barbara Waters, R. Joyce Waters, Miriam 
Webster, my cousin Bernice Wilt, Louise 
Young, Karen Zack and Fran & Frank Zello. 
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CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 
GRAND KNIGHT 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-235-5839 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Albert J. Kiss  -  301-221-5694 
CHANCELLOR 

Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 
WARDEN 

John Vivian  -  301-461-3597 
 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

RECORDER 
 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

INSIDE GUARD 
 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
2-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
3-Year - William J. Morris, PGK—301-365-0275 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK – 301-445-3238 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Thomas A. Stallone  - 703 - 898 - 2133 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 

LECTURER 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 

 
PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 

Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 
 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 
4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 

Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 
 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 

e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
CHATTER MAILING CAPTAIN 

John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
WEBMASTER 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
 

 
COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

There are many fine life insurance compa-
nies in the marketplace today.  So why should you 
entrust your life insurance needs, and those of 
your family to the Knights of Columbus? 

In its credit rating of the Knights of Colum-
bus, Standard & Poor’s stated that its ‘AAA’ rating 
was based upon the following strengths: extremely 
strong capital, very strong competitive position, 
extremely strong liquidity and historically strong 
profitability. 

I would suggest that a principal reason that 
we were able to achieve those accolades, along 
with what S&P described as ‘a distinct competitive 
advantage, a loyal customer base and a unique 
rapport with clients’ is because we have been 
steadfastly committed to our motto, ‘Protecting 
Families for Generations’ by means of ‘life insur-
ance by brother Knights for brother Knights.’ 

That commitment is an essential core value 
of the Knights of Columbus, and our core values 
permeate all levels of our marketing program.  Our 
‘Marketing Code of Ethics’ is modeled after the 
Ten Commandments and includes statements 
such as ‘Thou shall present honestly and accu-
rately, all facts necessary to enable a member to 
make an informed decision.’ 

Our ethical principles for marketing are 
summed up by our Golden Rule: ‘In all my profes-
sional relationships, I pledge myself to the follow-
ing rule of conduct: I shall, in light of all conditions 
surrounding those I serve, render that service 
which, under the same circumstances, I would 
apply to myself.’ 

That’s what you can expect from me, your 
Knights of Columbus field agent.  Please give me 
a call.  I welcome the opportunity to present to you 
and your wife, honestly and accurately, all facts 
necessary for you to make a sound life insurance 
decision.  I will render that service which, under 
the same circumstances, I would apply to myself. 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 



Non Profit 
Organization 

��������������������� ���
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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11 
 

12 13 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

14 
Seniors 12:30 pm 

 
K-C Club 7:30 pm 

15 
 

Rosary 7:30 
Meeting 8:00 

16 17 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

Presentation of  
The Virgin Mary 

22 
4th Degree at 
Rosensteel’s 

23 
 

24 
�

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Thanksgiving Day 

Potluck Party 

28 29 
�'$2>(.1�12.��'$2>(.1�12.��'$2>(.1�12.��'$2>(.1�12.�
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30 1 

� �0� � � � �� � 
 �� ��

2 
ADVENT 
Begins 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
�

7 
 

8 
IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 

9 
2nd Sunday 
Of Advent 

10 
 

11 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

12 
Seniors 

Christmas Party 
12:00 noon 

13 
Rosary 7:30 

Meeting 8:00�

14 
 

15 
�


