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REV. MSGR. VINCENT S. GATTO, KHSH ANTONIO M. IBANEZ, GK
Dear Knights, My Brother Knights,
There is a lot of bad news in The holiday season is now uf

the world. us! By the time you read this, Than

Our newspapers and televisiongiving will have passed, and Christr
screens are full of images of war,will be well on its way. Like many pe
terrorism, suffering, poverty and ple, | find this to be my favorite time
economic distress. Too many of ouryear. Right back-to-back, you have 1
brothers and sisters live in the dark-celebrations that bring the whole fan
ness of misery and hopelessnesstogether. With our modern far-flu

They are paralyzed by shame andamilies, this time of year is the o1

anger, or crippled by physical andchance you get to see some of A’
Chaplain Gatto spiritual pain, repressed by the con-more distant relatives. But there’s  Grand Knight Ibafiez

straints of poverty and need. wonderful spirit of fun and anticipation

Yet it was into this world that Christ was born. Higsf that accompanies the season as well. It's probkdtpvers of
advent” - his incarnation - scattered all sorts of des&res it my childhood memories of anxiously awaiting Chriagtime, but
proclaimed a message of repentance, reconciliation ang.merc | continue to feel that way even now.

Over the millennia, that light has never gone out. This year, however, | feel something somewhat ngnate-

In a world filled with empty superficial lights and twinkling fulness. It's not to say that | wasn’t aware dftak blessings |
tinsel, we as a community of light, light our advent wlnea As have had in my life before, but rather that | amtaly aware of
we do so, our hearts are full of hope and anticipationhtpe them now, and deeply appreciative. Thanksgivintiscas to
that comes from believing that, with Christ's comimg have thank God for the earthly blessings we receive fidim, as indi-
the capacity to be people far greater than we would btine- viduals and as a nation. Gratefulness is no lessder at Christ-
wise been able to dream. mas time, though. As we celebrate the birth of avior Jesus

(Continued on page 4) (Continued on page 2)
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Ladies Auxiliary Report

By Jennie P. Morris, President

November is a month of sadness andelebrate Thanksgiving by sharing what  The falling leaves and the appearance
joy: November 2 is All Soul's Day. On we have with the less fortunate. of Christmas decorations in the stores are
this day we pray for the faithfully de- Also, please remember St. Andrewj gyre sign that Christmas is not too far
parted. Veteran’s Day is a day to remembung-Lac, priest, martyr, and his mar-qff Therefore at our November meeting
ber those who died in the service of outtyred companions whose feast day is Noghe [ adies Auxiliary discussed our group
country and thank those who served in theember 24. St. Andrew was one of 117lans for the Christmas season.

Armed Forces. people who were martyred in Vietham  The December meeting will be held on
between 1820 and 1862. Another examTyesday, December &t 1:30 PM at the

The month also brings us the opporple of those who came before us and she@oyncil. We are asking the ladies who
tunity to thank God for the blessings wetheir blood to spread the word of God.  \yant to participate in the shoe box project

have received in our lives. The Entrance to decorate their boxes at home and bring
Antiphon for Thanksgiving Day sets the To my fellow veterans and those whotnem, plus the toiletry and other items that
tone for our religious observance, "Singsupported us, | express my thanks. they have to put into the boxes. We will
and play music in your hearts to th_e Lord, _ again have a lunch, provided by our
always giving thanks for everything to Mary Queen of the Knights pray for us. Treasury, which seemed to have been en-
God the Father in the name of our Lord _ joyed by the members last year, after
Jesus Christ” (Eph 5:19-20). Let's try to God bless America. which we will fill the boxes and deliver
) them to Bethesda Cares or SOME.

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%GRAND KNIGHT 's REPORT We discussed the charities we would

4 (Continued from page 1) remember at Christmas and decided our

W|NTER Christ, we have an opportunity to think otlonation for the military would go to
a

what a blessing the love and sacrifice of otiSoldiers’ Angels,” an organization
CANCELLAT|ONS Lord really is. Without God’s love to pro-bringing cheer and providing needed sup-
2 tect and sustain us, where would we bgiies to our service personnel. The foun-
. 2. Without the enormous sacrifice of Jesus atter of this organization was given the
‘During  these  months Oﬁ the cross, how could we have any hope fhighest civilian award by the Department
winter, whenever Montgomersk the future? Christmas calls us to celebraté Defense, so we know they do a great
County Public Schools cancefs the beginning of Jesus’ human journey, thigb. Our gift for children will go to
its evening activities, Rock: culminated in his death and resurrectioriAngel Tree” (part of Prison Ministry)
Creek Council will also cancek Which is the means of our salvation. Inwhich provides gifts for the innocent chil-
. deed, we have much to be grateful for.  dren of parents who are incarcerated.
its own. - So in the spirit of the season, I'd like to  On a local level we will make a dona-
% say what | am thankful for. I'm thankfultion to the Knights of Columbus State
# for a God who loves me unconditionallyCommittee’s Charity Fund which helps
I'm thankful for my wife, who moderatespeople who are having financial difficul-
.. me, takes care of me, and loves me like nties due to serious illness or job situations.
# body else. I'm thankful for my parentsThe Committee does a thorough check to
who taught me everything | know. I’'mmake sure their requests for help are au-
#& thankful for my new home, even though nathentic, and the people do not have to be
kil everything works, and it's 36 miles awaynights, or even Catholic, to receive assis-
from the Council. I'm thankful for my tance. So we feel we have covered a vari-
4 country, which believes that somebody likety of groups deserving our support. As
2 me deserves as much freedom and libewu know, charity is one of the founding
% as anybody else. I'm thankful for Rockorinciples of the Knights, and we like to do
3¢ Creek Council, an excellent group of meour part as members of the Knights of Co-
, . 3% and their families united to do the Lord’dumbus family.

There’'s no need to risk a# \york in our little corner of the world. And  Anyone who would like to participate
accident or an injury. Listen t@" m thankful for the Knights of Columbus,in these endeavors or offer a monetary gift
the radio, and if Montgomery. which is committed to protecting ouror items, please do not hesitate to call me
County Schools evening activig earthly blessings for us and our families. at 301/530-0210.
ties are closed or cancelled, take My wife Leslie and | pray that each of
a good book and enjoy the family You has enough to be thankful for this holi-  Stay well and God bless!!
instead. We will see you again & (0% S0, Y nd your familis ths.
the next meetingt ® Thanksgiving and Christmas.

BRGNS S S BB ES S HESge | VivatJesus!

e s 2l ofe ol ol e e 2l ofe ol ol ol e ol ol ol o e o o ol ol ol ol ol ol ol vl sl ol ol ol ol sl e e s sl o ol ol ol



December 2007

The Knight Chatter

Page 3

PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT

By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircaipl
The Maryland Catholic Con-

rishioners to be sure of their Legislators and to &g letters

ference (MCC) is in the processand leave them with us to mail. We will have parish ntapess-

of conductinga Pro-Life Letter
Campaign at your Parish. Prior

to the 2008 State Legislative Ses-

sist us to which legislators (47 Senators and 141 Deleghtes)
parishioner should be sending their form letters.
Our Legislators make judgments3800 billsduring the90

sion, Catholics of Maryland are working days If we are to be successful in getting this bill
asked to become involved with passed, it will be beneficial that they hear from asynCatho-

“One Hundred Thousand
Letters for Life!”

The MCC is the public pol-
icy organization of the Catholic

Peter & Mary Ann Ferrigno  Bishops of Maryland. They pro-

lics as possible, before they meet.

A parish representative and one from our Council (more
likely the Coordinator of each Parish Round Table) shfinkil
enough volunteers to participate during this event. sagyest-
ing about four or five people to assist following each $vits

mote legislations that protect theone weekend. There should be a table with maps topaeigh-
poor and vulnerable, respects human line and human dignity d@ders to find out who are their legislators. Thereusth also be

protects religious freedom. It is the job of MCC to sis€latho-
lics to become more informed about the issues and whatan
do to make or alter laws that govern us. This will bee@ par-
ish activity for parishioners to stay a few minutegraflass to
sign a letter or letters to their legislators aboupre-life bill
“Pregnant Women Support Act” coming us in a few months.
As | have mentioned in so many of my previous Pro-Liféiv
ties Report in the Chatter, Planned Parenthood has rdamile
lions of dollars from Federal Taxes and State Taxesn¥ée to
get pastors of all of the parishes in Maryland to woiththe
Knights to assist parishioners to ask those legidatothe State
Senate Committee, then the body of the State Sahateto the
legislators in the State Delegate Committee, whicHlfigmes to
the whole State Delegate. If everything goes well, it

Will then be presented to the Governor for signing. 88 y
can see, it is most important that those legislatotisarCommit-
tees (Senate and Delegate), who are fewer in numbke, ton-
vinced to approve the bill and forward it on to th&spective
Senators or Delegates.

It is important that you write to your Senator or Detegat
your residence and not necessarily that of your pafiskelec-
tion of each pastor, a date for this will be made abklan Janu-
ary or early February. We will have the opportunity $sist pa-

an area for the people to pick up letters to send te theggsla-
tors and a place for them to sign them. Finally, tisacild be an
area to collect all of the letters. A person shouldabeach sta-
tion. This will give you an idea of the number of hetpeeeded
for each Mass. Start now to inform your Parish Rouadhl&
Coordinator that you are willing to help hitfi there is no Parish
Round Table (Little Flower), find out who in the parisil Wwe
the responsible for the Pro-Life Letter Campaign, asidnteer.

Remember, the title of the proposed bill will Baegnant
Women Support Act”. No number has yet been assigned, but
will be given if moved along.

To demonstrate the importance of your support, keep this in
mind, during its 2005-2006 fiscal year, the Planned Paredthoo
Federation of America performed a record 264,943 abortions,
reported a tidy profit of $55.8 million and received a rddugh
in taxpayer funding of $305.3 million. These are the heroic
‘providers” of “a woman'’s right to choose.” Why thehosld
not the Pro-Life organization be supported so as to shem
that we are not the enemy?

If this “murder” is not bad enough, then what about the
business of selling body parts of the unborn? Thatssbject for
another article in the Chatter.

God Bless

MEMBERSHIP REPORT— SECOND DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION

By PGK Neil Dorian

A Second Degree Exemplification Grand Knight Ibafiez invited all for re- where the photo below was taken

was conducted on November 8, 2007, atreshments at our
Rock Creek Council. The
following new brothers
took this degree: Bruce
Cathie, John Russo, Wil-
liaam Polglase, Arthur Har-
ris, Jr., and David Ziebarth.
The Second Degree Team
of District 18 did its usual
great job exemplifying the
Degree to these men and to
10 others from two other
Councils in the District.

After the ceremony.

Downstairs Lounge, On Friday, February 8, 2008, Rock
Creek will host a Third Degree
Exemplification at 8 pm. That is a
State Sponsored event which nor-
mally attracts a good number of
Candidates. We strongly encour-
age all these members to take it
and complete their quest towards
full knighthood. All other Second
Degree members should also take
advantage of the event which takes
place only a few times a year
statewide, but just a couple within
our District area.
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ROSARY AT 7:30P.M.
#S%&'( )%& * +

NEWS FROM SUPREME  Maryland State Council

Knights Sponsor
Conference on Men, Abortion

tivity Chairmen, Officers and member %,& %' -. $
in general to achieve each Council * 4+ [+00
goals. State Officers and Chairmen al ) (40 /12/;0 0&
D) aveslaver A IAYaYy always available to answer questions e 40,
I-{“_’lrJ C'I””flg l_'C”nS‘rnOOd offer their advice. All are encouraged tg ( 23(+ '12/
attend.
112) %)) (,+0,

% 4 $

The Knights of Columbus together
with the Archdiocese of San Francisco and
Project Rachel sponsored the first national
conference to focus on the effects of abor-
tion on men. The “Reclaiming Father-
hood” conference held November 28-29 at
St. Mary's Cathedral in San Francisco was
co-sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
and the Archdiocese of San Francisco.

“As an organization of lay men that
has a strong history and commitment to
life, we think it is very important to high-
light the issues faced by those fathers

whose children are aborted,” said SupremnghtS meets every month, with man
Knight Carl Anderson. “It is our hope that f the State Chairmen and Chair Officei@

Pius X Council, Forestville, MD
Jan 5— Mid-Term Meeting at Cardi
nal Gibbons Council, Baltimore, MD @
Jan 7-18— 11-night Ultimate Carib

bean Cruise
Jan 22— March for Life in Washing-
ton, DC ;

McNamara Chapter
Of Grand Knights

(]

>
&

The McNamara Chapter of Gran

%2, 512 +)"

this conference will be the beginning of aj, attendance to help and advise Graf

ministry within the Church to these fa- knights and Council officers to achievé®
thers, who grieve the death of their unborfejr individual goals.

child in isolation and silence” The December Chapter meeting wil CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE

The Milwaukee-based Office of Post-pe held at St. Mary of the Assumption(Continued from page 1)
Abortion Reconciliation, headed by Vicki council # 9302 on Wednesday, Decem- ~ God has prepared a gift for us beyond
Thorn, organized the conference, seekinger 12, Upper Marlboro, MD, when theyOur human expectation, beyond anything
to bring to light what Thorn describes asyjjj| have the Chapter’s Christmas Partythe world can give. It is a gift that only
an “invisible” issue in our society and For more information contact GK IbafiezGod can give us; a gift that lasts forever.
even in the Church and the pro-life com-o FS Murphy. This gift is a share in the very life of God,
munity. Speakers from a variety of back- made possible in the incarnation of Christ.
grounds were to cover topics including Let us embrace this gift with a deep sense
men’s spirituality and the healing process of joyful urgency and humble expectation.
after abortion; fatherhood and abortion; God Bless you,
and why men who have been involved in Monsignor Gatto
abortion come for help.

Cardinal O’'Boyle Assembly
FOURTH DEGREE

Anderson and Thorn believe the Cardinal O'Boyle is the Assembly

“Reclaimin Fatherhood” conferencewhiCh serves our Council, and which
9 - provides us with Honor Guard and Color

could help men deal with the psychologi- . :
. . Corps for our functions and our parishes.
cal trauma of post-abortion reality the way The Assembly meets monthly on the

Z{gﬁgn E:;I?nel m]tg?r CT:ggr;gll?ouﬁgzgthird Thursday at Fr. Rosensteel Council,
g Y #2169 at 8:00 pm, with Rosary begin-

— has helped women who have undergong.

: ; . . ning at 7:30 pm. In December it will be
ab_o_rtlons deal with their emotional andOn Thursday the 20th. All 4th Degree
spiritual scars.

. . members from our Council are always
For more information on the

y - ” . _..welcome and encouraged to attend.
Reclaiming Fatherhood” conference, visit ;

S For more details contact our Grand
www.menandabortion.infor call the Na- . X
. " ) .. Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK,
tional Office of Post-Abortion Reconcilia- PEN Larrv Gravson
tion and Healing at 414-483-4141. y Lrayson.
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CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT— ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS

By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK

Last November the 10 ried our traditional Pro-Lif
Rock Creek Council as a group“Red Rose.” As usual, to t
recited the Rosary at 9:25 AM right of the congregation we
around our Memorial to the Un- a small altar for our Bless
born, in our Council's Home. Mother adorned with a bouq
Afterwards we all assembled in of white roses.

Cantrel Hall where w During his Homily
held our annual Mem Msgr. Gatto told th
rial Mass in honor « modern parable of tl

PGK Peter Ferrigno

Rock Creek’s depart
Brother Knights. All th
widows residing locall

unborn twin boy an
girl discussing the pc
sibilities of life beyon:

their current situatio

one of them believir

that life certainly woul

end then, and the ott

insisting that there wni

be more afterwards. After they were born they found
that life was much, much more than what they had ever
celebrant since Msgr. William O’Donnell was not ata expected. He related this with our concerns and our
be with us for health reasons. Associate Chaplain vca- preparation into the next world. All of our life on earth
con John Shewmaker assisted, and Dylan Berry (somyramd- should be a preparation for the wonders and evertpigtin way

son of members) was the Altar Server. beyond our expectations.

PGK Neil Dorian, read from the Old Testament, PGK There were close to 50 members, wives and guests im atte
Roberto Ibafiez lead the Responsorial Psalm, PGK lGray- dance. Twenty-seven of them were members of our Counci
son read from the New Testament, Deacon Shewmaker pThe Mass was followed by a continental breakfast served by
claimed the Gospel and Grand Knight Tony Ibafiez wakange Mary Ann and Peter Ferrigno, PGK, Program Chairman.yThe
of the Prayers of the Faithful and he also read #meas of our were assisted by Clothy, Mary Jo, and Leslie Ibafigand-
departed brother Knights who left us in the past 24 moAthss mother, mother and wife of the Grand Knight. Much credéds
now traditional, Brother John Bruce tolled his ship&l lafter to be extended to Arthur Rawson and John Purcell for cigani
each name was read. and landscaping the garden around the Memorial to the binbor
to PGK Neil Dorian, GK Tony Ibafiez and PGK Roberto Hxf
for setting up the hall for the Mass and to Mark Emory BGK
Neil Dorian for bringing up the altar, which in spite laéing
“portable” is quite big and cumbersome to move. Thankslace
extended to anyone else that may have assisted mejustddb
not remember at this writing.

All'in all, I would say that this event was very sugtesand
was appreciated by all who attended. | know that | emjay It
would have been even better if more of you had attended.

God Bless.

received a personal invitation to attend. We norr
have this Mass on Veteran’s Day, but since the hc
this year fell on a Sunday we held it the day before.

The Mass was in memory of our departed brt
knights, but we also prayed for the victims of Abor
and the Brother Knights in harm’s way in the Mic
East. Our Chaplain, Msgr. Vincent Gatto, was the

Seven members from the Cardinal O'Boyle Assembly’s
Color Corps, including their Commander S/K George Whorra
and Faithful Navigator S/K Celso Barrientos enhancecc#he-
bration. Brother Knight George and Rebecca Cruz provilded
music and lead the congregation through the various songs,
among them two patriotic ones: tBattle Hymn of the Republic
for the processional hymn amdnerica the Beautifulor the re-
cessional hymn. Grand Knight Tony and First Lady Ldslégiez
brought up the gifts accompanied by Helen Fincutter, vere c
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES REPORT
November Family of the Month: Kenneth and Gina Clansky of St. Jane’s Parish

By PGK E. Roberto Ibafiez, Chairman

December 2007

Following the Maryland State Coun- Washington Grantmakers, a regional nontike her sister, she too performed a ser-
cil guidelines to include among our Fam-profit organization in DC. He was a vice project at Lakota Sioux Indian reser-
ily of the Month awardees, those familiesMagna Cum Laude graduate of Connectivation. She is a member of the Spanish
of non-members who distinguish them-cut College. He is a graduate of St.Honor Society and one of five National
selves in their parish and school activitiesAnselm’s Abbey School and as a senioiSpanish Honors Exam finalists. For this
we are pleased to select the family ofwas given the Cardinal’s Award. Prior toshe won an all expense paid trip to Costa
Kenneth and Gina Clansky of St. Jandahis he attended St. Jane de ChantdRica this past summer. She is a Cloriviere
Frances de Chantal parish as our Familgschool through the fifth grade. A former Scholar at Visitation and a State of Mary-
of the Month for November, 2007. altar server at St. Jane de Chantal and land Distinguished Scholar (honorable

Ken retired from an electronic pub- former Eucharistic Minister at Connecti- mention).
lishing business in 2003. He has nearlycut College, he currently lives in Friend- 12 years-old Will is currently in the
completed a Master of Theological Stud-ship Heights and attends Blessed Sacra?" grade at St. Jane de Chantal. He is an

ies degree at Washington Theologicalment Parish.
Union. He has been on St. Jane’s Pastoral

Catherine, a senior

altar server who also plays CYO soccer,
(International basketball and baseball. He plays on the

Council for the past twelve years, the lasHealth Major) at Georgetown University, MSI Classic soccer team.

three years as its President.

He is a Eus 21 years-old. She is interning at a rural

Father, mother and the two younger

charistic Minister at the 10:00 am Masshealth research station in northern Ghanachildren usually attend the 10:00 Mass
and also brings communion to the sickShe is a graduate of St. Jane de Chantalhen Ken is a Eucharistic Minister and

and homebound parishioners.

and Georgetown Visitation PreparatoryWill is an altar server.
Gina is a member of the parish’sSchool. She performed a service project

The Clansky Family was nominated

Stewardship Council and a member of theat Lakota Sioux reservation in South Da-for this Award by St. Jane’s Parish Round
Sodality. She is a Past Prefect of the Sokota. She was a girl scout during her pri-Table Coordinator, PGK Peter Ferrigno.

dality. She is a Chair of Spiritual Life mary and secondary schools.

Committee at Georgetown Visitation Pre-
paratory School.

Christian, Catherine, Melissa, and Will. Chantal,

Rock Creek Council congratulates

Melissa is 17 years-old and currentlythe members of this remarkable family
a senior at Georgetown Visitation Pre-and wishes them God speed in all their
Ken and Gina have four children: paratory School. A graduate of St. Jane dendeavors.

An appropriate Certificate

she received a Rock Creekwill be presented to them by our Grand

23 years-old Christian works for O’Hara Scholarship Award for four years. Knight.

Y OUTH ACTIVITIES
CHILDREN 'S CHRISTMAS PARTY

Once again our Council will have a special celebration
Christmas with our children in mind.

First we will enjoy a nice family-oriented potluck dinne
following which the children will sing a variety of Chmnsas
Carols to which adults will be welcome to join.

Finally, the Jolly Gentlemar
from the North will pay us a
visit, during which children of
all ages will be able to preser
their personal requests for th
up-coming Christmas. Sante
after appropriately checking
his list twice, will send eact
child with a litle memento of
the event.

Parents are welcome to take pictures throughout theyfa
celebration. Since the date of the party is ontar8ay, it was
decided to make it a bit earlier as well, so come artkc@me
all. Bring the kids... and grandparents as well!

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
100,000LETTERS FOR LIFE

As it was reported previously, the Maryland State Cibun
of the Knights of Columbus has asked for the assistahadl o
Knights in the State in conducting a letter-writing caigp to
press our elected officials on pro-life concerns. Pphegram,
dubbed “One Hundred Thousand Letters for Life”, will be agn
a joint effort between the K of C Maryland State Gauand
The Maryland Catholic Conference.

In most instances, as is the case within our areaPto-
Life Committees at each parish will be spearheadiegeffort.
Members of those committees and several represerstdtive
our Order have attended workshops which were offeredrin va
ous areas throughout the state.

The Knights of Columbus have always been strong support-
ers of life, and our District Deputy is counting on R@1eek’s
support. When the “One Hundred Thousand Letters for’ Life
campaign is announced at your parish, please offer yopr hel
VOLUNTEER!

For further details contact your parish Pro-Life Comeeitt
or our Grand Knight antonio.ibanez@comcast.net
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Monday, December 31, 2007
8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

Dance your way into the new year with 200 of your clogestds
At Rock Creek Council's Cantrel Ballroom

Music by

* Free Parking *
* Open Limited Bar *
Wide Variety of Hors D’oeuvres  *
* Party Favors *
* Midnight champagne *
* Coffee/tea & Pastries at Midnight  *

Members, guests and friends of the Councilvaedcome

DEADLINE FOR [
PAID RESERVATIONS |

[
[
| Sat. December 22, 2007 |
U Hurry up, limited to only 200 guests. U

Paid Reservations are a MUST!
For more information call:
PGK Vince Bunag, 301-949-6693 or  PGK Neil Dorian, 977-3840

PLEASE CUT THIS STUB AND MAIL IT WITH YOUR CHECK TO PGK VINCE BUNAG

Make your check payableto6 6 +2107
And mail it to: 13105 Magellan Avenue, Rockville, MD 20853

YES! Reserve space for the , on December 31, 2007
| amreserving for........... At $65.00 each TOTAL ENCLOSED: . . .. jow9 v ailion i,
Are you a Booster[?
(Please circle) Name . . .. e e RN VEED SR
YES Address . . ... i

NO PhoneNo. ................... e-Mail Address . . ...... 500 ol .. ..
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5417 West Cedar Lane
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

e TSNNNSS—

Bring a favorite dish or dessert,
suitable to feed about 10 people,
in lieu of an admission charge.

Family members and friends are welcome!

Families with last name beginningA through M
please bring amain dish.

Families with last name beginning withN through Z,
bring a salad, vegetable or dessert dish.

To allow us to prepare, let us know you are coming by catig
GK Tony Ibafiez (240-432-7838) or FS Joe Murphy (301-762-2418)
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Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFEN

UNTO US A SAVIOR 1S BORN

We soon will celebrate Christmas.  Magi traveled to Bethlehem, not because Jesus was not created as we were,
There will be the buying and decorating they were told of the birth of a Messiah, with a beginning to our existence. As
of trees, the giving of gifts following a but because they were familiar with the God, he is eternal, existing outside of
month-long shopping spree, the sending prophesies and interpreted the signs cor-time. At the Incarnation, which we desig-

of a huge number of greeting cardsto  rectly. nate in time, his divine nature united to
friends and relations, and likely a family itself a human nature through Mary. In a
gathering concluding with an ample din- much lesser sense we have a similar un-
ner. Most of us — hopefully, all -- will be ion of two aspects of our human nature,
at Mass, singing traditional seasonal with body and soul. One is material that
songs which praise God. Churches will will return to dust, and the other spiritual
be beautifully decorated with fir trees and that will continue forever and be re-
poinsettias, an abundance of lights, both warded or punished for our earthly behav-
candle and electric, and a créche with ior.
statues representing our Savior and those Our Lord chose to be born in Bethle-
who were with him in Bethlehem. Itis a hem, which means House of Bread. The
time when, in spite of the secular influ- imagery of bread occurs throughout his
ences that surround us in our daily lives, life — when the devil tempted him in the
we experience the joy of God’s presence. desert, in the multiplication of the loaves,
Christmas, however, is more than a in the words of th®ur Fatherwhich he
religious “birthday party.” It marks one taught to his apostles, when his compan-
of the most important events in human ions recognized him on the trip to Em-
history, the date when the Second Person maus as he broke bread for them, when
of the Holy Trinity was born in his human he referred to himself as the living bread
nature. Jesus came to fulfill the old cove- and the bread of life. As one of His last
nant that God made with the Jewish peo- acts, just hours before he died, he insti-
ple, and to inaugurate a new covenant tuted the Eucharist, transubstantiating
with all people. His birth changed our bread and wine into his body and blood,

relationship with our Creator. The words His birth in many ways is full of, at  which provides us with a continuing

we use to describe God — eternal, infinite least to us, anomalies. Although ithad source of grace.

omnificent, omniscient — are beyond our been foretold, and the Jewish people had Our recollection of this momentous

full understanding. We have no experi- been awaiting his arrival, St. John tells usbirth should not be limited to December

ence with what they mean. God as a Di- that “"He came to what was his own, but 25. Remember two events that preceded

vinity is a mystery. But when Jesus took his own people did not accept him.” He the Christmas Nativity. When the Arch-

the form of man, he gave us a proximity was God the Son, coequal with the Fa- angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, he began

to God. He was a figure in human his- ther, and ruler over the earth. Yet, he  with the salutation, “Hail, full of grace,

tory, who was born, had friends, taught, chose to be born in a stable, hewn out of the Lord is with thee.” Shortly thereatfter,

suffered and died — occurrences which weock on a hillside, under the earth. He  when Mary went to visit her cousin in the

can comprehend. As Pope Benedict XVIwas born, as Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, in hill country, Elizabeth greeted her with

in his recent book]esus of Nazareth Life of Christ tells us, not to live butto  the words, “Blessed art thou among

says: “He has brought God, and now we die. We consider death as putting an endvomen and blessed is the fruit of thy

know his face, now we can call upon to what we can accomplish in life. Jesus womb.” Every time we say thdail

him.” Our Lord’s birth is considered so came to die on the Cross, to be crucified Mary, we repeat the words of the Archan-

significant that history is recorded as be- for our sins, to pay the debt that mankind gel and of Elizabeth. As we pray, we

fore or after it, as BC or AD. had incurred from Adam onward. He wasshould think of when these words were
This coming was not an unexpected begotten, not made, conceived not first said and of the Christmas to which

event. For hundreds of years, prophets, through a physical act of love between a they led. We should be thankful for the

both Jewish and pagan, had been predictmother and father, but as a spiritual act ofgreat gift Jesus gave us, making God ac-

ing it. Even the place of His birth was  will. God through the Archangel Gabriel cessible and intimate.

foreseen. As St. Matthew recounts in hisasked Mary to be his Son’s earthly

Gospel, the prophet Micheas, about 500 mother; she consented with the words, Have a very Merry Christmas, and

years earlier, had stated: “And you, Beth-"Be it done to me according to thy word,” Vivat Jesus- may Jesus continue to live

lehem...from you shall come a ruler, whoand she conceived through the power of in our hearts, our society, and in the

is to shepherd my people Israel.” The the Holy Spirit. world, as he does in heaven.
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Flower garlands, grass skirts, and some of the brigptiegs in shirts and muumuus throughout Cantrel Hall. \&lke but the Sen-
iors Club having yet another successful event. Thawaiian-themed party brought many of their members jyeyood food, the
music of Dorothy Bush'’s keyboards, and the best of comgaoieg-time friends.

Two beautiful girls at the door checked that all preseme of legal age. A handsome lad tending bar followed statedated legal
tests prior to serving his beverages, and the ever-wat@yies of the President made sure everybody behawedigmified man-
ner... except during the “snake line” dance which tookyhaaty around the entire hall.

Food and smiles for everyone! As you can read in Preisident’s Report on Page 11, many had a hand in bringireyémt to a
successful fruition. The Seniors know how to have funthay do so consistently. Elections for their offecavill take place soon,
and we understand the campaigning is quite heated. Whoutiipend whom?
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT +210 %, )

By PGK Bob Waters, President

We had sixty members ad On Wednesday, Decembd _CHAPLAINS
. . Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488
guests at our Hawaiian Pat y- 12, we will hold our annuall rev.msgr. vincent s. Gatto - 301-762-2143

Meeting, with plenty of fooc, Christmas Party, again with Dord]  Deacon John Shewmaker - 301-986-8658

great music provided by Dorot 1y thy Bush providing the music GRAND KNIGHT

Bush and her keyboards, an ' a This will be a catered function Antonio M. Ibafiez - 240-235-5839
memorable “snake” danc :! only those with a paid reservatio Aii:gTziRAgglggf;;“
Many thanks to our VP Jin will be admitted. NO EXCEP CHANCELLOR

Young for helping me set-up t 1e TIONS. If you're late, YOU callfj Thomas L-Mc\fvf:g‘;E;\l3°1‘53°‘7681
hall, picking up the food, etc.; o the caterer. Late reservations gi John Vivian - 301-461-3597
his wife Louise and Helen Fi1-  PGK Bob Waters us too many problems.

cutter for staffing the door, Dar- In January 2008 we will hold FINANCIAL SECRETARY

lene Coleman for helping buy the food, gettingur Luncheon-Meeting and elections; all thrlf 7°5¢P" MurPhY, PO~ 301-762-2418
decorations and taking reservations with Anmositions are open. In February we will ha
Doby; to our secretary Helen Brennan foour Valentine’s Party-Meeting, and in Marg TREASURER

Alex G. Castelli — 301-299-5745

keeping our minutes, Tom Locraft and Maggieur St. Pat's Party-Meeting. In my last repq ADVOCATE
DeBettencourt (what an outfit!) for the flyer| asked for members to chair these functig] V" ""@. ot - 80%-469-8453
and its distribution; to Ann Doby and Hildaand the Hawaiian Party, but still no volu

Stofko for running the 50/50 (congratulationsteers! | also asked for someone to call abo Gregory euntin - 301.654-5543
Ken Hasser), and to all who brought the greatain trip to West Virginia (?)

deserts and helped clean-up. Special thanks to | received several calls about what Sen TRUSTEES

Jim Young who bought a new coffee pot. Wenember is taking Belly Dancing lessons; | e som cominghon, ok -s0r065 4168

now own our own coffee pot! have narrowed it down to a few. A hearty wg§ 3-Year - Wiliam J. Morris, PGK—301-365-0275
come to our three new members: Ann Koba
Kitty Lynch and Mary Lou Robinson. OUll ., ohOCRAMS DIRECTOR a0

: . : membership continues to grow. CHURCH & PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES
Tempus fugit. Time flies. The older Send P 2008 d g f $12.00 Peter Ferrigno, PGK - 301 - 469 - 6099
get, the more that statement seems to ring tjue. >N Your ues o U0 per me COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Especially as we prepare to ring in another np#€" 10 Tom Locraft. You can also send theg  Jonn H. Bruce - 301652 - 5490

. . . COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
year. | hope that 2007 was a healthy, prospefpl¥ith your Christmas Party reservations. Wesley M. Chin, PGK — 301-593-5781
year for you and your family.

GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILIT FAMILY ACTIVITIES
If you're like most people, you've madg

E. Roberto Ibafiez, PGK — 301-445-3238
PRAYER CORNER YOUTH ACTIVITIES

some resolutions for the New Year. I'd like fo In your prayers remember: Mannf§ Thomas A. Stallone - 703 - 898 - 2133

add to your list of resolutions by two. Firg, Aragén, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bi MEMBERSHIP

write them down. A resolution is really a goplBartels, Tom Becker, William “Will” Bello, Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693

: H . . LECTURER
for the year and, until you commit a goal to wr t? Larry Bisnett, John Bruce, PGK Larry Caiff Lawrence Grayson, Pok . 201.033.8731

ing, it's nothing more than a wish. Second, vi S'tRay Celada, Dr. Lou Chacos, Jinny Chwir

ywth your professional Knights of Columbys Maureen Collins, PGK Jack Cunningham, J PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB
insurance agent. Dolan. Reaina Enaland. PGK Joe Falzd Robert C. Waters, PGK — 301 - 493 - 8883
The “insurance check-up” that I'll providg ! 9 9 '

(free of charge, by the way!) will quickly iderf. PGK Peter Ferrigno, Ed Flaim, Jane Fraff — FRST OEGREE TEAM CAPTAN
tify any gaps in your family’s life insurancp Marge Gallery, Lois Gargano, Katharine Gif

program. Because unlike many other produgtsiati, Art and Carole Hanley, Stacey Hariff ~ MCNAMARA CHAPTER OF oics

you need more than money to obtain life insfrPGK, PSD Gene Hogan, Marie Horan, Crl|l 4 bEGREE — 0'BOYLE ASSEMBLY
ance. You also need good health, and no prtina Ibafiez Pando, Fr. Matt Kieman, Gertruff -awrence Grayson, PGK - 301-933-8731

will ring a bell warning you when your health | King, Julia Marcus (Art Hanley’s granddaug PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB
about to change. nghts of Co_lumbus life i -ter), James Marketos, Tony Mastro, Leo PRESIDENT. LADIES AUXILIARY
surance offers something precious few otheNewton, our Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. Willia Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210
financial products can — guarantees. As lond 8§ ponnell Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Mauree

you pay your premiums, the policy proceeds illpayice  Anna  Pitcher, Fr. David Polla CHATTER EDITOR

be there for your beneficiaries should somethjn
happen to you. We call that peace of mind,

E. Roberto Ibafiez, PGK-Il — 301-445-3238
e-mail — eribanez@comcast.net

eorge and Joan Reed, Pat Siemien, John

that's — as they say in the credit card commerdi stelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray Tim CHATTER MAILING CAPTAIN
X J | W | G h d R W | John Cunningham, PGK — 301-963-4468
— priceless. oselyn Walter Graham an egina Walt WEBMASTER
Fraternal Benefits Advisor Barbara Waters, R. Joyce Waters, Miri Wesley M. Chin, PGK — 301-593-5781

JAMEsS D. FINN, M.B.A. Webster, my cousin Bernice Wilt, Louis
301 - 262 - 4300 Young, Karen Zack and Fran & Frank Zello. COUNCIL OFFICES — 301-530-2427
Finnjdf@aol.com Pray for the soul of Ralph DelGiorno.
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RocK CREEK CouUNcCIiL CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

3
4th Sunday
Of Advent

<%2+% & 4

3 4 5 6 7 8 ;
ADVENT Famil
Begins CHRISTMAS
Party
9 10 1 12 ) 13 14 15
2nd Sunday Auxiliary 1:30 pm Seniors Rosary 7:30
Of Advent Christmas Party Meeting 8:00
Executiver:30 pm 12:00 noon
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
3rd Sunday 4th Degree at
Of Advent K-C Club 7:30 pjn  Rosensteel’s
2 24 26 27 28 29

Meetings

Rock Creek Council’'s

Excellent location near the Capit

Beltway, just north of NIH.
Ample free parking

For more information cal

Rentals Manager
301-530-0258

ol

5417 WEST CEDAR LANE
BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20814-1517
http://www.KofC2797.0rg

30 ) 31 1 2 3 4 5
Holy Family [ = 9% )
> %'&
6 ! ‘Auxiliary 1:30 prh_ 10 posay 730 | 2
i uxiliary 1: m osary 7:
Epiphany Y P Meeting 8:00
Executiver:30 pm
Anniversary Organizaton
&_ B | rth day PUBLISHED MONTHLY (EXCEPT AUGUST), AT NO CHARGE, BY
. 8 19 .
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Weddlngs, Bethesda, MD
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