
Happy New Year, brother 
Knights!  I hope all of you had a 
wonderful Christmas with your 
families, a happy and safe New Year 
celebration, and a relaxing holiday 
vacation overall.  For my part, I had 
a wonderful time visiting relatives 
here in Maryland during the Christ-
mas days.  As I write this, I also look 
forward to have a blast at the coun-
cil’s New Year’s Eve party, coordi-
nated by our Membership Director 
Vince Bunag. 

The start of the New Year marks the mid-point of the Co-
lumbian year, and gives all councils an opportunity to take stock 
of their achievements and assess how they are progressing to-
wards their year-end goals.  To that end, the Maryland State 
Council will have its Mid-Term Meeting on January 5th, and I 
will be representing us there.  How will we stack up? 

Overall, I think we measure up pretty well.  We did an ex-
cellent job in selling Incentive Car Raffle tickets, and despite 
missing a key parish in our jurisdiction, we did fairly well in rais-
ing money for the Tootsie Roll Campaign.  We have had solid, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights,     
As we begin a new year we see 

Mary as representing a degree of 
perfection that is un-paralleled in the 
human kind.  Her purity and free-
dom from sin sets her apart from the 
rest of us, and we may feel we have 
nothing in common with her.   

Yet even Mary had things to 
learn about Jesus and His mission on 
earth.  We read in Luke’s gospel for 
the Feast of Mary Mother of God 
that Mary treasured all the strange 

and wonderful things that surrounded the birth of her Son.  She 
remembered the visit of the shepherds who came in search of the 
Savior announced by a choir of angels.  She recalled the visit of 
the wise men who came in search of the King announced by a 
star in the East.  Mary reflected deeply on these things, seeking 
to understand the things that had come to pass. 

If Mary had things to learn about the meaning of purpose of 
Christ, then surely we have things to learn as well.  There is a 
widespread notion that we stop learning abut our faith when we 
grow up.  We may study hard in preparation for Confirmation 

(Continued on page 4) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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Mannie and Emelia Aragón, recently celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary. While at the Seniors 
Christmas Party last Wednesday, December 12, 2007, they danced to music played especially for them by 
Dorothy Bush and her electronic keyboards. Congratulations in the name of the entire Council! 
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Grand Knight Ibáñez 

 

 



Just six months to go and then we 
start a new Columbian Year.   

To a great degree, the Report require-
ments are less than the usual hectic first 
half of the year.   

Keep in mind that on January 5 is the 
State’s Mid Term Meeting.  Not only is it 
important for the Grand Knights, it is 
really important for the Deputy Grand 
Knights to be there and get an idea of the 
next State Deputy’s, Richard Siejack’s 
priorities and management style.   

This meeting will also give the Coun-
cil a chance to gain more recruits and aim 
for a Star Council Award.  I hope that all 
of you had a wonderful Christmas, and 
that Our Lord blesses you throughout the 
New Year. 

Mary Queen of the Knights, pray for 
us. 

God bless America. 
Tom Schneider 
DD, District 18 
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well-attended activities that have served 
the Church, our community, our council, 
our families, and our youth.  And we have 
had positive growth in new members, 
which is something not all councils can 
say. 

But is this enough?  Our membership 
target for attaining Star Council is 27 new 
members; to date we have netted five.  
Our insurance membership target is 14; to 
date, only three men from Rock Creek 
have become insurance members.  If we 
proceed at our current pace, we will fall 
far short of our recruiting goals. 

Fortunately for us, the latter half of 
the year presents excellent opportunities 
for recruiting new members.  Unlike the 
first half of the year, the January-June 
time frame allows us to focus more on our 
own initiatives, with statewide activities 
such as the Incentive Car Raffle and 
Tootsie Roll campaign behind us.  We 
have also scheduled Membership Blitzes 
at all of our local parishes starting in late 
February, which will allow us to get out 
in front of the other Catholic men in our 
area and tell our story. 

 
Speaking of telling our story, the 

January social meeting will feature a lec-
ture on the history of Rock Creek Coun-
cil.  The talk will be given by Joe Cantrel, 
PGK, whose father was the charter Grand 
Knight of Rock Creek.  All of us (and you 
younger, newer members especially) 
should make an effort to attend this lec-
ture.  As members of Rock Creek, you 
have a share in a rich heritage that goes 
back 70 years.  Not only will it be fasci-

nating to hear how your brother Knights 
that came before you shaped Rock Creek 
into what it is today, but the things that 
you learn then will make you more effec-
tive for your council and your Order. 

Recruiting is everybody’s job.  If you 
think that there’s even an ounce of merit 
in our Order, then you owe it to the 
Catholic men you know to invite them 
into the Knights.  Bringing these new men 
in will ensure that Rock Creek remains a 
force for good for another 70 years.  And 
you will be giving them the gift that is 
membership in the International Order 
Knights of Columbus.  I know that you 
will do everything you can to help us at-
tract and retain the future leaders of our 
council.  My wife Leslie and I wish that 
God may bless you and your families 
throughout 2008. 

Vivat Jesus! 
 
Antonio Ibáñez 
Grand Knight  

(Continued from page 1) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  

 Ladies Auxiliary Report  
  By Jennie P. Morris, President 

NOTICE  OF ELECTIONS  
 

A vacancy occurred among the Chair Officers when our Deputy Grand Knight 
resigned of his position in mid December for family and work related reasons. 

A suitable substitute was found in the person of Brother Joseph Doniger, who 
was in the chairs a few years back.  He agreed to take the position, if so elected. 

Following the Council’s By-Laws, Article II, Section 5, Elections will be held 
on the Business Meeting, Thursday, January 10, 2008.   

Any other candidate for this position may have his name included at that 
meeting, provided he agrees to the candidacy and he is a 3rd Degree member 
of the Council. 

 
Rock Creek Council’s Board of Trustees 

The Auxiliary ladies gathered at the 
Council for our December 11th meeting 
which, of course, had a Christmas theme, 
mainly our table decorations.  We shared 
a sandwich platter and salad luncheon 
from Balducci’s and a varied assortment 
of cookies which the ladies had brought 
for dessert.  We said our usual decade of 
the Rosary for world peace, remembering 
the military personnel far from home, ex-
periencing the uncertainties of war, while 
we thankfully were able to come  together 
and have an enjoyable time in each other’s 
company. 

 
The ladies had brought their brightly 

decorated and filled shoe boxes which 
were delivered to Bethesda Cares; our 
treasury will send a check also.  We also 
gave the staff several bags of toiletry items 
donated by PGK Bill Morris’ daughter 
Mary.  They were appreciative of all of 
these.  And we had fun putting the boxes 
together! 

 
In January, weather permitting, we 

will try again to put together a trip to the 
Baltimore Basilica.  February brings the 
anniversary of the  Blessed Mother’s ap-
pearance at Fatima and we will make 
plans to participate in that special event 
also.   After February – Think SPRING! 

 
To all I wish a very Healthy and 

Happy New Year!  God bless! 
 

�������



On November 17, 2007, the 
Knights of Columbus had a 
Mass at the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception to dedicate the re-
cent Incarnation Dome, which 
they had donated. For those of 
you who have not yet had the 
opportunity to view this beauti-
ful work of art, you should make 
a concerted effort to either stop 
by for Mass or just a visit.  It is 

yet something else that will make you proud to belong to the 
Knights of Columbus. 

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Donald W. Wuerl, 
Archbishop of Washington, was the principal celebrant and 
homilist. His Eminence, Justin Cardinal Rigali, Archbishop of 
Philadelphia, and their Excellencies, Concelebrating Archbishops 
and Bishops, Reverend Monsignor Walter R Rossi, Rector of the 
Basilica, concelebrating priests Deacons Ira E. Chase, Sr. and Jan 
Dolny were in attendance.  

This Dome of the Incarnation located in the south nave is the 
first you would see as you enter through the main door of the 
Basilica.  The dome is 3,780 square feet, the same size as that of 
the dome of the Redemption, which was completed in 2006.  

The scheme of the mosaic is 
divided into four quadrants de-
picting the manifestation of Je-
sus: West, the Annunciation; 
North, the Nativity; East, the 
Wedding Feast at Cana; and 
South, the Transfiguration. The 
encircling text reads, “ AND THE 
WORD BECAME FLESH AND 
MADE HIS DWELLING AMONG 
US. AND WE SAW HIS GLORY.  
THE GLORY AS OF THE FA-
THER’S ONLY SON. FULL OF 
GRACE AND TRUTH. JOHN 1:14”  

The quadrant depicting the 
Nativity decorated the cover of 
the December Issue of the Co-
lumbia Magazine, which you all 
received at home. 

Supreme Knight Carl A. 
Anderson pledged $1 million in 
the name of the Order, toward 
the completion of this work, in 
honor of the 125th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Order of 
the Knights of Columbus.   

The mosaic art installation 
on this dome was completed 
July 12, 2007. The semi-
spherical design was done by 
LeandroVelasco, and was manu-

factured by the company Travisanutto of Italy, and finally in-
stalled by Rugo Stone of Virginia.  

 
The photo you see on this page was taken by PGK Roberto 

Ibáñez, who not only is an Usher of the Basílica, but also is the 
Supreme Council Representative for the Usher Ministry at the 
Shrine. Which brings us to a subject for which you may be of 
service.  

On Saturday, December 1st, the Usher Ministry Committee 
at the Shrine held an all-day seminat which included instruction, 
on-the-job training, registration AND uniform fitting, so that at 
the end of the day, during the 5:15 Mass, the attendees were offi-
cially installed as new Ushers for the Basilica. 

Forty-five new Ushers were admitted that day; and while 
that was great, they actually need at least another 45.  Next Sat-
urday, March 1st, 2008, the Committee will hold another all-day 
seminar, and YOU may then apply and become an Usher at Our 
Lady’s Shrine.  With as little as one Mass per month, or as much 
as your good will and schedule would allow, you can provide 
with essential service to that facility which actually receives  
millions of visitors from the DC area, the Nation… and the 
world. 

If interested, contact PGK Roberto Ibáñez at the phone num-
ber or e-mail address listed on Page 11.  Do this for Our Lady! 
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 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

PGK Peter Ferrigno 

 

 

 



ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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Maryland State Council 
 

The Maryland State Council offers a 
series of meetings designed to help Ac-
tivity Chairmen, Officers and members 
in general to achieve each Council’s 
goals.  State Officers and Chairmen are 
always available to answer questions end 
offer their advice.  All are encouraged to 
attend. GK and DGK should attend the 
Mid-Term meeting in January. 

 
Other highlights of its calendar: 

· Jan 5— Mid-Term Meeting at Cardi-
nal Gibbons Council, Baltimore, MD 

· Jan 7-18— 11-night Ultimate Carib-
bean Cruise 

· Jan 22— March for Life from the El-
lipse to the US Supreme Court, in 
Washington, DC 

 

McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

 
The McNamara Chapter of Grand 

Knights meets every month, with many 
of the State Chairmen and Chair Officers 
in attendance to help and advise Grand 
Knights and Council officers to achieve 
their individual goals. 

The January Chapter meeting will 
be held at St. Mary of the Assumption 
Council # 9302, Upper Marlboro, on 
Wednesday 16. The meeting will be 
geared to DGKs with the Theme 
“Building a Calendar.” For more infor-
mation contact GK Ibáñez.  

 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Cardinal O’Boyle is the Assembly 
which serves our Council, and which 
provides us with Honor Guard and Color 
Corps for our functions and our parishes. 

The Assembly meets every third 
Thursday at Fr. Rosensteel Council, 
#2169 at 8:00 pm, with Rosary begin-
ning at 7:30 pm. This month’s meeting 
will be on the 17th.  4th Degree mem-
bers from our Council are always wel-
come and encouraged to attend. 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 

 

Knights Defend 'under God' 
in Federal Appeals Court 

In Hearing Room Number 1 of San 
Francisco’s 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals on Tuesday, Dec. 4, it was the 
Knights of Columbus vs. Michael New-
dow, the atheist who has been trying to 
persuade the federal courts to declare the 
words “under God” in the Pledge of Alle-
giance unconstitutional. 

The case is entitled Newdow v. Carey, 
and John Carey is a Knight of Columbus 
from Elk Grove, Calif. He was in the 
courtroom along with his wife Adrienne 
and his son Brendan, who are also defen-
dants, and his younger son Spencer. 

Carey is one of seven Knights and 
their families who are “defendant interve-
nors" in the case, along with the Supreme 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. 
Other defendants in the suit include the 
United States, the state of California and 
several Sacramento area school districts. 

The Order is represented in the suit by 
Kevin Hasson, a Knight and president of  
The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, a 
public interest law firm based in Washing-
ton, D.C. Hasson was joined by Supreme 
Advocate Paul Devin. 

Hasson reminded the three judge 
panel that the words “under God” protect 
our fundamental rights, because they make 
clear that those rights are God-given, and 
cannot be taken away by the government. 
The 9th Circuit panel may issue its deci-
sion in the spring of 2008. 

�!0'���-�7!5���+��

and we may continue to study our faith 
during our student years.  After that, how-
ever, it is though we have learned all we 
need to know about our faith.   

Mary’s experience suggests other-
wise.  We are never at a stopping point on 
the path of spiritual growth.  Everyone is 
meant to grow our faith throughout all the 
years of life.   

We can always 
learn more about the 
mysteries of God’s 
mercy and the mean-
ing of God’s will.   

Faith is not a 
status conferred on 
us in a single given moment.  Faith is a 
journey that we undertake which will not 
end in this life or even in the life to come.  
Each year, each day gives us an opportu-
nity to learn more about the faith we pro-
fess. 

May Good bless you and your fami-
lies throughout this New Year. 

Msgr. Gatto 

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

NEWS FROM  SUPREME  

Kevin Hasson, president of The Becket Fund for 
Religious Liberty, with Knight John Carey, his sons 
Brendan and Spencer, and wife Adrienne. 



Dr. Meg Meeker in her 
book, Epidemic-How Teen Sex 
is Killing Our Kids , wrote that 
there are about 25 epidemics of 
different Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases (STDs).  She confesses 
that, previously, she had pre-
scribed oral contraceptives and 
condoms for teens before she 
realized the degree of the STD 
epidemics.  

She instructs parents and 
children that condoms do little 

to prevent many viral infections, especially Human Papilloma 
Virus (HPV) and herpes, not to forget, HIV.  Plan Parenthood 
(PP) refuses to warn teens of the risks of pregnancy and STD 
through sexual activity, in addition to refusing to let parents 
know of teens’ abortions and refusing to inform women of their 
risks of having an abortion. 

Thanks to John Naughton, of Silver Spring, for his Mustard 
Seed Project, people are writing to corporations, telling them 
that they are being boycotted because of their support for PP. 
There have been some 137 companies that have stopped contrib-

uting to the PP cause. The letters just do not threaten boycott, 
they include information as to educate these companies to what 
PP is doing to both women and children.  

I hope none of you is upset with me for speaking against 
Planned Parenthood. I too consider them to be an evil organiza-
tion, not because they are making a lot of money but because 
they are producing so much harm to our society.  

If you feel the same way, then be on the alert. Make sure you 
are not a part of what is happening. You may be supporting them 
without knowing you are. Find out whether a particular company 
you are using is helping those who kill babies (PP) to become 
very rich ($310 million annually from the federal government 
alone).  

Mustard Seed has proven to be very effective, but time con-
suming if left to only a few. It is worth every bit of your effort. 
As soon as a company discontinues their support to these abor-
tion mills, their name is taken off of the “boycott list”. This boy-
cott is taking place all over this country. If any of you would like 
to follow through and help Mustard Seed, you may contact John 
Naughton (naughtonjj@juno.com) and ask him to put you on his 
mailing list. He has much more information, more than what I 
have reported here in the Chatter.  

God Bless 
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 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

Peter & Mary Ann Ferrigno 

Council Activities 
New Honorary and  

Honorary Life Members �
By. PGK Joseph P. Murphy, F. S.  

 

Several members have recently met the 
requirements for Honorary or Honorary Life 
membership.  Applications have been sent to 
Supreme for the following members: 

 Honorary (Members on the Supreme 
Rolls for 25 consecutive years and at least 65 
years of age):  Joseph Corso, Neil Dorian, 
Geary Fisher, Thomas Flaherty, Robert Gal-
lery, Henry Heller, Carl Lotto, Robert 
McNally, Michael Naas, Glenn Rahmoeller, 
David Smith, Francis Toland, and John 
Walker. 

 Honorary Life  (Members for 25 con-
secutive years and at least 70 years of age):  
Arnold Anderjaska, Robert Argauer, Anthony 
Branzell, Jr., James Carey, Raymond Celada, 
John Corrigan, Milton Davis, Bernard Done-
ski, Francis Falatko, Paul Fitzpatrick, Gilbert 
Fuentes, Thomas Gray, James Hunt, James 
Jacobin, John Langer, John Law, Joseph 
Lepak, Frank Marcellino, Joseph Monte, Glenn 
Murphy, John O’Keefe, Harold Schriber, 
Henry Seebach, Frederick Seelman, William 
Slyne, Lawrence Stark, Daniel Sullivan, Joe 
Tripp, Donald Tuozzo, and  Ernest Zarnick. 

Congratulations, brothers. 

WINTER  CANCELLATIONS  
  

During these months of winter, whenever Montgomery 
County Public Schools cancels its evening activities, Rock 
Creek Council will also cancel its own.  

There’s no need to risk an accident or an injury.  Listen 
to the radio, and if  Montgomery County Schools evening 
activities are closed or cancelled, take a good book and 
enjoy the family instead.  We’ll see you at the next meeting!  

 

Membership Update 
By Antonio Ibáñez, GK 

If you read my GK’s Message, you know how I feel about membership recruit-
ing.  We’ve got to go out there and bring in the new blood!  But what do we do 
once they come in?  Statistics show that having new members progress through the 
various degrees of our order is a sure-fire way to retain new members.  For in-
stance, I believe the retention rate for 3rd Degree Knights is north of 75%. 

So with that in mind, here’s a listing of upcoming degrees within our district: 
1st Degree Msgr. Thomas Wells #13008 January 23 
2nd Degree Mater Dei #9774 February 7 
3rd Degree Rock Creek #2797 February 8 
1st Degree St. Joseph Manyanet #5567 February 21 
1st Degree Rock Creek #2797 February 28 

The 3rd Degree is the only one being held in Montgomery County this year!  So 
if you’re a 2nd Degree Knight looking to take the final step towards full Knighthood 
(or if you know someone who is), this is your best chance! 

Also, if you know of a Catholic man who wants to join, sign him up right 
away!  Don’t wait for Rock Creek’s next 1st Degree.  Our sister councils in District 
18 would be more than happy to have our candidates attend their exemplification. 



The Knights of Columbus have always 
been strong supporters of life, and as such 
our District Deputy knows he can count on 
Rock Creek for support.  All of us are 
urged to help send “One Hundred Thou-
sand Letters for Life.”  These letters will 
be hand-delivered to Congress at a 
press/photo opportunity.  

As of this writing two of our parishes 
will be counting on our help for the effort 
which will take place in early February.   

When asked, please donate some time 
before and after your regular Sunday Mass 
to help to this worthy effort.  And if you 
can help one extra Mass, know that your 
help will be most welcome. 

For further details, contact your Parish 
Round Table Coordinator or our Grand 
Knight  at antonio.ibanez@comcast.net.   

COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES  
100,000 LETTERS  FOR LIFE  
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Council Activities, January Lecture 
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On January 24 , at our Social Meeting, Joseph P. Cantrel 
will reminisce about the highlights and history of Rock Creek 
Council. There is no one better able than Joe to tell us about 
our early days.   

He was a boy in 1938 when his dad helped organize the 
Council and served as the first Grand Knight.  In 1954, Joe 
served as Grand Knight, and his twin brother, Frank, held the 
office in 1970.  Always active in the Council, Joe was on the 
First Degree Team for about 50 years.   

It should be a wonderful evening of nostalgia and history.   
 
All members and their wives are invited.  Light refresh-

ments will be served.  We begin with the Rosary at 7:30 
PM, with the talk at 8:00 PM. 

Community Activities 

THE CHARLES O'HARA MEMORIAL �
HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS �

 

Rock Creek Council will again award five scholarships, to graduat-
ing 8th graders from Holy Cross, Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, St. Bartholomew, St. Jane de Chantal and Little Flower ele-
mentary schools.  

Each scholarship for $1,000 to attend a local Catholic high 
school, is based on academics, character and financial need, and is 
renewable to four years.  Children of members of Rock Creek Council 
receive a small preference.   

Applications are to be made in March through the principal of each 
school.�

Additional information will appear in the church bulle tins in 
following weeks,  You also may contact your local principal or Larry 
Grayson, PGK, PFN, FDD at 301-933-8731. 

Community Activities 
TOOTSIE ROLL  DRIVE  
COMPLETE ! 

My Brother Knights, 
The 2007 Tootsie Roll Campaign for 

the Mentally Handicapped is now com-
plete.  Thanks to your efforts, Rock Creek 
Council has raised $3,710.61 for charities 
supporting the mentally handicapped citi-
zens right here in Montgomery County.   

As you may know, Knights of Co-
lumbus councils in Montgomery County 
pool their Tootsie Roll funds together and 
award them as a group.  If curious, the 
long list of groups who will receive funds 
from this year’s campaign is available 
online at the following URL: 
http://mysite.verizon.net/rjdsf11403/Toots
ieRoll/ 

Special thanks go to Tootsie Roll 
chairman Vince Bunag and his right-hand 
man Bill Polglase for coordinating our 
resources.  These men had a lot of ground 
to cover, and they did an excellent job.  
Please make sure to thank them when you 
see them.  Vivat Jesus! 

Antonio Ibáñez 
Grand Knight 

A contribution of at least $100, in 
addition to regular dues, makes a mem-
ber a Booster.  One of the benefits of 
being a Booster Member includes a free 
admission to all Council Functions so 
designated, throughout 2008. 

Usually our Council counts with a 
number of members who help the Coun-
cil through this program. 

We recognize the generosity of all 

members in all degrees, including Hon-
orary and Honorary Life members who 
participate in our Booster Program.  This 
is a very important means of support for 
maintaining our Council in a viable fi-
nancial condition. 

 
We gratefully thank them, and invite 

all other Council Brothers to become 
Boosters and enjoy the same benefits. �

THE BOOSTER ADVANTAGE  
By PGK Joseph A. Murphy, F. S. 
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Under the direct supervision of our First Lady, Leslie Ibáñez, Rock Creek Council held its annual Family Christmas Party on 
Saturday, December 8, from 3 to 6 pm.  The great variety of food available, for which our Potluck dinners are well-known, made it 
an event to remember.  The food was good and plentiful… even for children’s appetites! 

 

As usual we had the opportunity to sing-along those Christmas carols loved by all. Mrs. Julie Carter and her daughter Helen  
again led us all through a series of carols, leading to the visit of the Jolly Elf of the North, who not only sat with each of the children 
in the hall, including GK and First Lady, but he also heard their requests for the up-coming Christmas.  All children assured him to 
have been quite good the past year.  Santa just smiled benevolently, and said he would check his list anyway… twice! 

Children of all ages, as demonstrated by the photos above, had a very good time throughout the event, which besides all the food 
and delicious desserts also included some games for the children. 

 

 



Cantrel Hall fully decorated with bows and garlands, a Christmas tree 
with lights, many bright decorations and candy canes, a well-stocked dessert 
table, apple cider and eggnog… and Santa! 

It must be a Children’s Christmas Party at Rock Creek Council.  
First Lady Leslie and Grand Knight Tony Ibáñez made sure there were 

small Christmas-decorated tables with coloring books and trinkets, as well as 
games and entertainment for  the little ones.  They all sang cherished carols, 
participated en a few games, and cheered the appearance of Santa. After Santa 
left, Ann Murphy, wife of our Financial Secretary, told the gathered children 
the history of the First Nativity, the real reason for the Season. 

All in all, an extremely successful event at Rock Creek Council. 
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES  
CHILDREN  CHRISTMAS  PARTY  

GK Ibáñez, Tom Stallone, Jr., and First Lady Leslie during a 
rare quiet moment interrupt their meal to pose for the camera. 

One of the games consisted of finding the reindeer hidden 
throughout the hall.  Children looked for the small reindeer figu-
rines and brought them to the three where they joined the many 
other decorations. 

Santa walked around the hall and finally sat at a special chair 
prepared for him, where he received each of the attending chil-
dren, who after a small chat with him and assurances of their 
good behavior the previous year, received a small bag of good-
ies from one of his helpers. 

There were brightly decorated tables for the little ones, where they had coloring books 
(below) and where they gathered to sin Christmas Carols ably led by Mrs. Julie Carter 
and her daughter Helen (above) 
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Scientific advances, especially in the 
biological and medical fields, have al-
lowed mankind to cure many diseases, 
extend life, and give comfort to the ill.  
They also have provided an Orwellian 
ability to create, genetically alter, and de-
stroy life.  Worldwide, 46 million children 
are aborted each year, a figure that exceeds 
the population of Spain.  In contrast, to 
satisfy personal desires, more than 3 mil-
lion babies are medically-conceived annu-
ally as a result of in vitro fertilization. 

Man is not satisfied only with induc-
ing conception or taking a life, he must 
also produce the perfect child.  British 
doctors have developed a procedure, 
known as pre-implantation genetic haplo-
typing (PGH), to detect in-embryo’s ge-
netic disorders that could lead to any of 
some 6,000 diseases and heritable condi-
tions.  The test can distinguish not only 
embryos that may develop illnesses, but 
also ones that while remaining healthy are 
capable of transmitting altered genes that 
could cause diseases in their future off-
spring.  Questionable embryos thus can be 
identified and rejected, and less problem-
atic ones implanted during in vitro fertili-
zation.  This genetic screening is not about 
altering imperfect embryos, but about rec-
ognizing and destroying them. 

Even after a child is born, people in 
the medical field are questioning whether 
it should live if it is not perfect.  The Nuf-
field Council on Bioethics, an independent 
body in the UK, recommends that since 
children born before 22 weeks of gestation 
are unlikely to survive, intensive care 
should not be provided to them -- except 
as part of a pre-approved research study.  
Thus, economics trumps humanity, if there 
is not a material use for the child as a sub-
ject.  The UK’s Royal College of Obstetri-

cians and Gynecology has further pro-
posed that doctors be allowed to let seri-
ously disabled newborns die.  Couched as 
pietistic concerns to put an end to a child's 
suffering, this position treats the handi-
capped infant as less desirable and makes 
the pediatrician an administrator of a death 
sentence.  With each mal-applied advance, 
man is creating a society where human 
beings are worth having and loving only 
when they are wanted and only if perfect. 

And how does society view these de-
velopments?  Too often they are seen with 
cold, impersonal, callousness that substi-
tutes economic, material or ego-centric 
interests for the human and spiritual.  Mi-
nette Marrin, a columnist for London’s 
The Sunday Times, wrote: “Nature is as-
tonishingly cruel.  Science, by contrast, 
has the power of mercy.”  She views the 
embryo as nothing but “a tiny collection of 
cells,” an “infinitesimal scrap of tissue.”  
The new PGH genetic screening approach, 
she writes, “is indeed playing God…But 
what on earth is wrong with humans play-
ing God?  I am all for it, especially as God 
doesn’t seem to be doing it.” 

This shaper of public opinion ignores 
the fact that human life is sacred and in-
violable, and endowed with a nobility 
rooted in a bond with the Creator.  Pope 
Benedict XVI refers to the prevailing cul-
ture as one of death, an anti-culture "that 
makes of man a thing, so to speak, as it no 
longer considers him as person, with a 
personal love, with fidelity, but turns him 
into merchandise.”   

 
Life is the most fundamental of all 

human rights.  To destroy it through abor-
tion, neonaticide, mercy killings, euthana-
sia, or other means is an intrinsically moral 
evil.  For too long, Catholics as a commu-

nity have been silent on these issues.  Of-
ten they are quieted by a fear of causing 
dissension, by political correctness, by the 
argument of a woman’s choice. 

As Archbishop Charles Chaput, in a 
recent address at St. John’s University 
School of Law, exhorts us, “It’s time for 
all of us who claim to be ‘Catholic’ to re-
cover our Catholic identity…Pluralism in 
a democracy doesn't mean shutting up on 
inconvenient issues.  It means speaking up 
-- respectfully, in a spirit of justice and 
charity, but also vigorously and without 
apologies…as his (our Lord’s) witnesses 
on earth, not just in our private behavior, 
but in our public actions.”  The 
Archbishop further reminds us that, “In the 
long run, we serve our country best by 
remembering that we're citizens of heaven 
first.  We're better Americans by being 
more truly Catholic -- and the reason why, 
is that unless we live our Catholic faith 
authentically, with our whole heart and our 
whole strength, we have nothing worth-
while to bring to the public debates that 
will determine the course of our nation.” 

 
To do anything less is to be unfaithful 

to our church, our country, and ultimately 
our God.  Doing the right thing is hard.  
We must do more than preach against 
moral evils, we must work to counter 
them.  We must know our faith, believe it 
with deep fervor as did the early Chris-
tians, and have the courage to live it, pub-
licly as well as privately.  We have an op-
portunity on January 22 to be a visible sign 
to our society that human life is not a mat-
ter of choice.  Join your fellow Knights at 
the March for Life in Washington, DC, 
and be a public witness for the faith to 
help change the thinking and actions of 
our nation’s people and leaders. 

�����	����� �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

M AN ACTING  AS GOD 
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“I already have insurance at work.” 
Many jobs offer some form of group life 

insurance.  Often, this insurance is an em-
ployee benefit provided at no charge, or for a 
small co-pay.  Knowing that this coverage 
exists may convince someone that he doesn’t 
need to discuss personally owned life insur-
ance with an agent.  That could be a mistake. 

Most forms of group life insurance are 
limited in amount.  That amount may be tied 
to a salary or some other benchmark, but 
often there is a cap.  That cap may be dan-
gerously low for your family’s needs should 
you die.  In fact, without a needs analysis 
(which I’ll be happy to provide, free of 
charge), it may be completely unrelated to 
needs at death.  In addition, the amount of 
group insurance offered is almost always 
reduced – and sometimes dramatically – 
when you retire. 

Especially today, there is the very real 
possibility that you could lose your job.  Or 
that your benefits could be reduced.  In ei-
ther case, you can find yourself without cov-
erage.  If your health has changed in the 
meantime, you can find yourself out of luck. 

While group life helps, it does not re-
place the need for individually owned life 
insurance.  I’ll be happy to meet with you 
and provide a free, custom-tailored needs 
analysis, so that you’ll know exactly where 
you stand.  Please give me a call. 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 
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Most of us know that there are some facts in life 

which don’t require explanation.  They are just so. 
One of those facts cover the success and ever present 

fun at all functions sponsored by our Seniors Club.  Al-
though we read of the luck of volunteerism, we cannot 
help but smile at the photographs taken at their gatherings. 

Their Christmas Party-Meeting was no exception, as 
can be plainly seen in these few examples.  

Good food, plenty of cheer, plus music… and dance! 
Add to the mixture the presence of 80 of your closest 
friends, a Deacon or two and maybe the Pastor of a near-
by parish… and Voilá!  You have another successful 
event.  Maybe you and I should join them? 



We had eighty members, 
guests and even Santa at our 
Annual Christmas Party-
Meeting, which was catered by 
Chesapeake Catering Co.  Doro-
thy Bush and her electronic key-
boards provided the musical 
entertainment. Many thanks to 
Santa for visiting each table and 
distributing candy canes to all. 
We were honored to have Msgr. 
Donal Essex and Deacons John Shewmaker, 
Bob Hubbard and Chester Chen as our guests. 

Many thanks to our VP Jim Young for 
helping all over, his wife Louise and Helen 
Fincutter for handling the check-in table, 
Tom Locraft for the flyer and reservations, 
Maggie DeBettencourt for the great job with 
the mailing, Jim McCabe for donning the 
Santa suit, Ann Doby and Hilda Stofko for 
the 50/50 raffle (congratulations, Ann), Bill 
Kiley for the Bar, Charlie and Marge Swanke 
for the table decorations, Helen Brennan for 
keeping our minutes and Darlene Coleman 
for helping me set-up the hall.  I don’t think I 
can continue doing this until after my back 
operation.  We need help! 

Our sincere and hearty congratulations to 
Mannie and Emelia Aragon for celebrating 
their 60th Wedding Anniversary!  They did 
great dancing to Mrs. Bush’s wedding songs. 
We have great pictures of this event. 

Our next meeting will be at 12 noon on 
Sunday, January 13, 2008. Once again we 
will hold it at Saphire Café in Bethesda, and 
elections for our three chair officers will be 
held then.  You may start campaigning!  The 
flyer will be mailed to all paid members who 
did not attend our Christmas meeting.  Reser-
vations are a must.  We had a dozen reserva-
tions sent after the deadline for our Christmas 
Party-Meeting.  Space is limited at Saphire’s 
and we may have to cut-off reservations. For 

our February meeting we will 
have our traditional St. Valen-
tine’s Party and we will have the 
Barbershoppers again. In March 
we expect to have our traditional 
St. Pat’s Party-Meeting.  

Your $12.00 per member 
dues for 2008 are due now and 
should be sent to Tom Locraft. 

 
GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR 

MILITARY! 
 PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers remember:  Mannie 
Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, Tom Becker, William “Will” Bello, 
Larry Bisnett, John Bruce, PGK Larry Cain, 
Ray Celada, Dr. Lou Chacos, Jinny Chwirut, 
Maureen Collins, PGK Jack Cunningham, 
Barbara and Joe Dolan, Regina England, 
PGK Joe Falzon, PGK Peter Ferrigno, Ed 
Flaim, Jane Frank, Marge Gallery, Lois Gar-
gano, Katharine Giodati, Art and  Carole 
Hanley, Stacey Harim, PGK, PSD Gene Ho-
gan, Marie Horan, Fr. Matt Kieman, Gertrude 
King, Julia Marcus (Art Hanley’s grand-
daughter), James Marketos, Tony Mastro, 
Leona Newton, our Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. 
William O’Donnell, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Mau-
reen Patrice, Anna Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, 
George and Joan Reed, Pat Siemien, John and 
Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray Timm, 
Joselyn Walter Graham and Regina Walter, 
Barbara Waters, R. Joyce Waters, my cousin 
Bernice Wilt, Louise Young, Karen Zack and 
Fran & Frank Zello. 

Pray for the souls of Rev. Walter L. Law-
rence (former Pastor at Holy Redeemer), Re-
gina Guay, a Seniors member and wife of 
Ray, Lily Espinoza, aunt of PGK R. Ibáñez, 
and John Smith & Bob Hilton (both of A.L. 
Post 105). 
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CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 
GRAND KNIGHT 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-235-5839 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Albert J. Kiss  -  301-221-5694 
CHANCELLOR 

Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 
WARDEN 

John Vivian  -  301-461-3597 
 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK – 301-469-6099 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

 
OUTSIDE GUARD 

Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
2-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
3-Year - William J. Morris, PGK—301-365-0275 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK – 301-445-3238 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Thomas A. Stallone  - 703 - 898 - 2133 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 
 

LECTURER 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 

 
PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 

Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 
 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 
 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 

 
PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 

e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
CHATTER MAILING CAPTAIN 

John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
WEBMASTER 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
 

 
COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

 

LEFT:  A view 
of the Seniors 
Club Christmas 
Party, held at 
the Council on 
W ed n e s da y , 
December 12, 
2007. 
 
Read details on 
the ar t ic le 
above. 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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3 
�

4 
 

5  
State’s 

Mid-Term 
Meeting 

6 
Epiphany 

7 
 

8 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

9 
 

10 
Rosary 7:30 
Business 

Meeting 8:00�

11 
 

12 
�

13   12:00 noon 
SENIORS 
Elections at 
SAPHIRE’s 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
K-C CLUB 

7:30 PM 
Presentation of  

The Virgin Mary 

17 
4th Degree at 
Rosensteel’s 

18 
 

19 
�

20 
 

21 
 

22 
MARCH FOR 

LIFE!  

23 24 
Rosary 7:30 

Social at 8:00 
LECTURE ����

25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 
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