
EACH ONE REACH  ONE 
 My Brother Knights, 

 The new calendar year of 2008 
is just beginning, but our fraternal 
year of 2007-2008 is more than half 
over.  At this mid-point of the year, 
Rock Creek is currently behind in its 
recruiting goals.  To gain Star Coun-
cil status by the end of the fraternal 
year, we need to recruit 27 new 
members; to date, we have recruited 
six new members on the year.  And 
six men have left our Order as well, which brings our net down 
to zero out of 27.  Clearly this is not acceptable.  Increasing our 
membership is about more than winning awards; it’s about the 
survival of our council.  If you’re an organization like ours, if 
you’re not growing, you’re dying. 

I’m not ready to hit the panic button yet, though, because we 
have yet to commence our annual Membership Blitz.  Starting 
this month and going through April, we will be appearing at our 
local parishes to try to get our fellow Catholic men to join the 
Order and our council.   The success of this effort depends on us 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights, 
Lent begins on February 6, 

2008; it is a time of preparation for 
the solemnity of Easter.  

The word Lent means “spring,” 
a time when new life is bursting into 
bloom.   On Ash Wednesday we 
receive a cross of ashes on our fore-
heads to indicate our desire to spend 
Lent focusing on repentance and life 
after death. 

This is a time for deep intro-
spection.  For instance, did you ever 

dream of a time when you would be living a life of perfection, 
when desires would be under control?  Have you ever wished 
your day would be so arranged that you had ample time for 
prayer, for completing your work, for service?  On such a day, 
your struggle would be over and you would enjoy the perfection 
you had achieved; sounds wonderful. If we look a little closer, 
however, we can recognize these goals are self-righteous and 
self-centered, not to mention the frustration and potential for 
despair they contain. 

When we focus on prayer, fasting and almsgiving on our-
(Continued on page 7) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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Around 200 of the closest friends gathered at Cantrel Hall on December 31st to say good bye to 2007, and to 
merrily welcome the New Year 2008.  As usual, great fun was had by everyone in attendance, dancing to the 
music of our favorite band, The Continentals.  Bravo and thanks PGK Bunag, you did it again! 
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Grand Knight Ibáñez 

 

 



With the holidays over, our attention 
changes to completing our required re-
ports and initiating a new round of re-
cruiting.   

Why do we focus so much attention 
on recruiting?   

If we continue to grow the Order, we 
add new ideas and enlarge our capability 
to do perform good deeds.  Don’t just in-
vite a person to join the Knight, ask them 
to become a Knight in full partnership 
with the rest of our brothers.  Also, it is a 

fact of life that many of us who read these 
articles may be “young at heart” but 
physically and mentally aging.   

Younger members bring in new ideas 
and capabilities that add strength to your 
Council’s activities and new initiatives to 
your efforts.   

 
God bless America. 
 
Tom Schneider 
DD, District 18 
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getting in front of a lot of men and trying 
to get them to understand what we’re all 
about and what we offer in about 30 sec-
onds.  Many men aren’t interested, but 
enough are that we usually do fairly well 
with these recruiting drives. 

But what would our success rate be 
like if we could have five minutes or 
more with these same men to explain the 
merits of our Order?  I’m quite certain we 
would have more new members than we 
could handle if such a thing were possi-
ble!  As impossible as that sounds, we do 
have a recruiting tool that’s every bit as 
powerful: You, my brother Knights.  Each 
of you knows at least one man who is ripe 
to join the Order.  He’s not a candidate 
for sainthood, but he’s a good man.  He 
loves his wife and kids, works hard, he 
wants to do more for the Church and the 
community but doesn’t know if he can 
find the time.  If you get just five minutes 
of his time, here’s what you can tell him. 

Tell him that the Knights of Colum-
bus have been fighting for Catholics eve-
rywhere (but especially here in the USA) 
for 125 years.  Tell him that the Order is 
full of men just like him: busy men with 
families, who look at the world around 
them and realize that they are willing to 
invest a little time and effort to make 
things better.  Whether it’s marching on 
the Supreme Court on behalf of unborn 
children, raising money for mentally 
handicapped people, or simply supporting 
our priests and religious, we are out there 
doing good every day.  One of the great-
est things about us is that a Catholic man 
living in Bethesda can come socialize 
with us and not be made to feel like he’s a 

space alien for living his faith.  Some of 
the work takes a lot of time, it’s true.  But 
you can still make a valuable contribution 
to the Knights by giving as little as 24 
hours a year!  If you can communicate 
this message to this man, I can almost 
guarantee that he will join us. 

I challenge you, my brother Knights, 
to reach out to just such a man during the 
month of February.  If each of you did 
this, our council would be bursting at the 
seams with new members.  The energy 
and vitality that these new members will 
bring with them is the force that will keep 
our council going.  As Rock Creek enters 
its 70th year of existence, let’s all resolve 
to recruit the members that will keep us 
right here in Bethesda for another 70 
years.  “Each one reach one.” 

Vivat Jesus! 
Antonio Ibáñez 
Grand Knight  

(Continued from page 1) 

GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  

 Ladies Auxiliary Report  
  By Jennie P. Morris, President 

The Ladies Auxiliary met on one of  
January’s balmy days and had a good 
attendance although we missed several 
ladies who were ill.   

 We reviewed our Christmas activi-
ties, both personally and as a group, and 
felt satisfied that we had done our part to 
help several organizations that had ap-
pealed to us for assistance.  And, of 
course, these appeals are ongoing! 

 We have set the date for our annual 
Spring Card Party for Saturday, March 
29th, the week after Easter.  So card play-
ers, mark your calendars and contact your 
friends to come and  join us!  As usual it 
will be held at the K of C clubhouse, with 
great desserts and many door prizes.  This  
is always a benefit and at our February 
meeting we will determine the charity to 
which we will make a generous donation. 

 Because of the uncertainty of Febru-
ary’s weather we’re postponing our visit 
to the Baltimore Basilica until Spring, but 
we are planning to attend the 12 o’clock 
Noon Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, in downtown Bethesda, on Mon-
day, February 11th  in recognition of the 
150th  Anniversary of the Blessed Mother’s 
appearance at Lourdes, then go to lunch at 
a restaurant afterwards.  Anyone who 
would like to join us is most welcome.  Just 
give me a call (301/530-0210) so we know 
how to arrange carpools and what size 
area we would need at the restaurant. 

 Stay well!  God Bless! 

�������

Archdiocese of Washington District 
Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly #386 

 Exemplification of the Fourth Degree 
 Sunday, March 2, 2008 
 University of Maryland 

College Park 
 JOIN NOW AND BE A SIR KNIGHT! 

Reservation Deadline – Friday, February 15, 2008 
Contacts:  Faithful Navigator Celso Barrientos – (301) 924-2242 

PFN Lawrence P. Grayson—(301) 933-8731 



Cal Thomas, the A news 
correspondent for the Washing-
ton Times in mid 2006, had the 
opportunity to speak with a for-
mer leading imam and radical 
Islam expert, made available by 
The Israel Project, an interna-
tional nonprofit organization 
devoted to educating the press 
and the public about Israel.  

This individual spoke with 
knowledge, credibility and con-

viction. He said that there is not a single verse in the Koran that 
talks about peace with a non-Muslim, with the Jews and the 
Christians. He related that since the time of Muhammad, the 
mosque was used to propagate its ideology. “It was in the 
mosque that jihad was declared and troops were sent to conquer 
the rest of the world. The mosque was the seat of government”. 
(We as Americans are right to be concerned about their growth).  

Cal Thomas further wrote that he was informed that there 
are Islamic mortgage and insurance companies, and Islamic 
banks. The Islamic organizations have their missionaries and 
there are active or sleeping cells (50,000) in this country. All we 
need to do is see what has happened in Britain. Revealed by 
Bishop Nazir-Ali, the Islamic people are trying to give Britain an 
increasingly Islamic character. The Bishop went so far as to state 

that an increasingly multi-faith society threats the country’s 
Christian heritage and that the Church of England is in jeopardy 
of losing their stance.   

Our belief in Jesus, tells us that people who have different 
beliefs have the right to be respected; I realize that however I feel 
that it has to be a reciprocal relationship.  

Fr. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P. is a Swiss Dominican who teaches 
the Bible and Semitic religions at the Dominican House of Stud-
ies in Washington, D.C. He states that the Christian communities 
in Islamic territories are living in an opposite situation. Any con-
version to Christianity is still answered by the death of the con-
vert and possibly to his family. Fr. Alobaidi states “the tragedy of 
Islam is that Muhammad finished his career as a head of state. In 
so doing he imposed a rigidity that rendered every change in the 
religion a change that has political ramifications.” 

We should look around, as with the British and the Germans 
and see the problems that are coming to the surface and ask our-
selves “will the same thing happen to us”?  

Militant Islam leaves no doubt to the idea that it intends to 
conquer the world for Allah. Just look around and see what is 
happening in the Middle East and in Europe. I love my country 
and I would not like to see anything happen to it. Keep this 
thought in your prayers that we may be protected from such a 
conclusion.  

God Bless. 
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 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

PGK Peter Ferrigno 

 

Council Activities 
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 On Thursday, February 28, at our Social Meeting, James Seidl, Esq., will conduct a session dealing 
with wills, trusts and estate planning.  Among other items, he will discuss:  
 

·  What is estate planning and how does it affect my family? and  
·  How does estate law affect me? 

 
 Jim Seidl has practiced estate planning for fifteen years, during which time he has prepared over 1,800 
estate plans.  He currently provides advice to Knights in our council and in the local area on a full range 
of estate planning services. 
 
 In addition, James Finn, the Council’s Fraternal Benefits Advisor, will be available to answer questions 
about current Knights of Columbus insurance and annuity products, including long term care. 
 

All members, their wives, and friends are invited.  Light refreshments will be served.   
We begin with the Rosary at 7:30 PM, with the talk at 8:00 PM. 



ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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Maryland State Council 
Both our GK and DGK, besides a 

couple of other PGK’s  attended the 
State’s very informative Mid-Term 
Meeting at Cardinal Gibbons Council in 
Baltimore. After the meeting all attended 
the State’s Annual Pro-Life Mass. 

The Maryland State Council offers a 
series of meetings designed to help Ac-
tivity Chairmen, Officers and members 
in general to achieve each Council’s 
goals.  State Officers and Chairmen are 
always available to answer questions end 
offer their advice.   

Other highlights of its calendar: 
· March 2—Archdiocese of Washington 

District, 4th Degree Exemplification 
· March 9—Founders’ Day Mass and 

Reception 
· March 15-19—St. Patrick’s Day Bus 

Trip to Savannah, Georgia 
 

McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

The McNamara Chapter of Grand 
Knights meets every month, with many 
of the State Chairmen and Chair Officers 
in attendance to help and advise Grand 
Knights and Council officers to achieve 
their individual goals. 

The February Chapter meeting will 
be held at the relatively nearby Fr. 
McKenna Council # 11024, in German-
town, on Wednesday 20. The meeting 
will again be geared to DGKs with the 
Theme “Building a Budget.”  For more 
information contact GK Ibáñez.  

 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Our Assembly meets every third 
Thursday at Fr. Rosensteel Council, 
#2169 at 8:00 pm, with Rosary begin-
ning at 7:30 pm. This month’s meeting 
will be on the 21st.  4th Degree members 
from our Council are always welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

See the ads relating to the next 4th 
Degree exemplification and the Assem-
bly’s  45th Anniversary Party else-
where in this edition of the Chatter. 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 

 

New Jersey Knights  
Bring Creche to Capitol   

Two days before Christmas 2007, 
national, state and local Knights gathered 
for the unveiling of a Knights-sponsored 
Christmas nativity scene on the grounds of 
the New Jersey state capitol in Trenton. 
The rainy weather did not dampen the en-
thusiasm of the Knights, nor of Trenton 
Bishop John M. Smith, who blessed and 
dedicated the new manger scene on the 
state house grounds on West State Street 
in Trenton. 

Display of the Manger, a project of 
Knights of Columbus Council No. 355, 
Trenton, had been a tradition at the state 
capitol for many years, but the tradition 
has not always been followed in recent 
years. This year, officials allowed the 
Knights of Columbus to display the Man-
ger for a ten day period, beginning on De-
cember 23. 

Following his blessing, Bishop Smith 
described the tradition of sculpting nativity 
scenes: "This tradition goes back to the 
13th Century. Saint Francis of Assisi 
helped popularize the tradition, and in De-
cember 1223, in a natural cave in the town 
of Greccio, Italy, he prepared a straw-
filled manger, complete with animals. 
There were claims of miraculous healings 
following the depiction of the birth of Je-
sus, and the reenactment of the Christmas 
story spread." 

Joining Bishop Smith at the blessing 
was Guy N. Hoffman, Grand Knight of 
Council No. 355. Joyce Cook lead the 
gathering of nearly fifty faithful in the 
singing of Christmas Carols. Representing 
the New Jersey State Council Knights of 
Columbus were State Deputy Thomas P. 
Ciborski; State Advocate Dr. Daniel Rossi; 
and Supreme Director W. James White. 

��4���'1�7�)'��+��

NEWS FROM  SUPREME  

State Advocate Dr. Daniel Rossi, Trenton Bishop 
John M. Smith, State Deputy Thomas Ciborski, and 
Supreme Director and PSD Jim White and his wife 
Jill at the blessing of the Knights-sponsored Christ-
mas Creche at the New Jersey state capitol in Trenton 

WINTER  
CANCELLATIONS  
  

During these 
months of winter, 
w h e n e v e r 
M o n t g o m er y 
County Public 
Schools cancels 
i t s even ing 
activities, Rock 
Creek Council 
will also cancel 
its own.  

 
There’s no need to risk an 

accident or an injury.  Listen to the 
radio, and if  Montgomery County 
Schools’ evening activities are 
closed or cancelled, take a good 
book and enjoy the family instead.  
We’ll see you at the next meeting!  



On the weekend beginning 
with Friday, January 11th at 
11:00 AM, Saturday the 12th at 
8:00 AM, 5:00 PM and Sunday 
the 13th at 8:00 and 10:00 AM, 
12:00 noon and 5:00 PM 
Masses, St. Jane Frances de 
Chantal was the first of our par-
ishes to collect signed letter for 
our State Legislators in the 
“100,000 Letters for Life Cam-
paign.”  

These letters will be 
mailed to the State Legislators prior to their session for the pro-
life bill “Pregnant Women Support Act.” Letters to State Dele-
gates or Senators of Districts 15, 16, 17 and 18 were submitted. 
Parishioners living in any other district were to sing letters ad-
dressed to Governor O’Malley.  

The Maryland Catholic Conference submitted maps showing 
the district of St. Jane de Chantal and about six others surround-
ing it. Deacon Chester Chen of St. Jane and PGK Peter Ferrigno, 
Coordinator of the St. Jane de Chantal Round Table, worked 
together with a number of representatives from the two groups. 

The intent was to help parishioners find the district they lived in 
and then pick out their respective representative to sign, date and 
print names and addresses. However, with the number of parish-
ioners in our church, there was no way we would find districts 
for every one wishing to sign the letters in a timely manner.  

What we did, and I have mentioned this at the last council 
meeting, was to get a group of five people go through the parish 
registration list and look up each parishioner’s district number. 
When members of the parish came to the event, if they did not 
know there districts, we had them readily available. It took no 
more that 30 seconds per individual to look up their districts.  

I highly recommend other parish and council coordinators to 
use this method if it is not too late. Deacon Chester Chen called 
me while I was putting this report together and told me that we 
had received 669 valid letters to be mailed collectively. He also 
mentioned that I personally thank all of our brother knights that 
offered assistance for this event. PGK Roberto Ibáñez called me 
to inform me that Holy Cross Parish will be Holding their collec-
tion of signed letters and asked whether I would be able to help 
him since I was going to be at his Parish to assist for the Father-
Daughter Dance held right after the 5:00 PM Mass. 

 
God bless. 
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 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

Peter & Mary Ann Ferrigno 

Community Activities 
 

CHARLES O'HARA MEMORIAL �
HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS �
 

Rock Creek Council will again award five 
scholarships to graduating 8th graders from Holy 
Cross, Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of Lourdes, St. 
Bartholomew, St. Jane de Chantal and Little 
Flower elementary schools.  

 
Each scholarship for $1,000 to attend a local 

Catholic high school, is based on academics, 
character and financial need, and is renewable 
to four years.  Children of members of Rock 
Creek Council receive a small preference.   

 
Applications are to be made in March through 

the principal of each school. 
�
Additional information will appear in the 

church bulletins in following weeks,  You also 
may contact your local principal or Larry Gray-
son, PGK, PFN, FDD at 301-933-8731. 

 

 

NOTICE OF 2008 DUES 
By. Joseph A. Murphy, Financial Secretary 
 

Our 2008 membership cards have been received and dues 
notices have been mailed.  To get your card quickly, write 
your dues check payable to ROCK  CREEK  COUNCIL , NO. 
2797, then mail or drop it off at the Council on your next 
visit.  You do NOT need a dues notice to pay your dues.  
Save us the postage by sending your check today.  We also 
ask that when you pay your dues, you also provide us with 
the name of your parish and your e-mail address to update our 
database. 

Per our Bylaws, the dues are as follows: 
 

 Regular members:  $40.00 
 Honorary Members:  $10.00 
 Honorary Life Members:   No dues charged. 
 

For a contribution of $100.00 or more, in addition to 
your dues, you will become a Rock Creek Booster.  This 
will provide free admission to all Council Functions so desig-
nated throughout 2008.  Several of our Honorary Life Mem-
bers find this a good way to continue to support the council if 
their circumstances so allow. 

 During the course of the year, it is customary for the 
Council to take ads in the program books for various func-
tions, such as the Maryland State Council Convention, the 
Columbus Day Ball, the Fourth Degree Exemplification, The 
Archbishop’s Banquet for the Kennedy Institute, and a vari-
ety of parish functions.   To defray the costs of these ads, we 
are soliciting patrons.  For an additional cost of $5, you will 
be listed as a patron in all ads taken by the Council. �
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Knights of Columbus 
Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly #386 

 

 45th Anniversary Jubilee 
and Dance 

 

 Sunday, February 17, 2008 at 6:30 PM 
 

 Father Rosensteel Council’s Colum-
bian Room 

 

 Cost:  $25.00 per person 
 

Reservation deadline --- Wednesday, Feb 13, 2008 
 

Dinner and Open Bar 
Dancing:  7 PM to 11 PM 

Music: S/K Wayne “Half Step” Miller 
 

 Reservations:   
FN C. Barrientos (301)924-2242 or  hope.celso@verizon.net       
Captain J. Fox (301)946-2113 or  John.A.Fox@verizon.net 

Community Activities 
Tootsie Roll Awards Banquet 
 

On Saturday, February 9, the Knights of Columbus, 
Montgomery County Tootsie Roll Awards Banquet will be 
held at St. Raphael’s Church in Rockville.   

For those of you who don’t know, the Knights of Colum-
bus councils in Montgomery County pool their funds together 
and award them to selected organizations collectively.  The 
groups receiving funds all submitted proposals to the selection 
committee, and only those groups with winning proposals are 
selected to receive this year’s grants. 

This year, Rock Creek has the honor and privilege of pre-
senting awards personally to two groups: Centers for the 
Handicapped in Silver Spring (who prints, collates and folds 
the very newsletter you are reading), and another as-yet-
undetermined organization.  The money that members of this 
council helped raise is going to do some serious good out 
there, and you should be proud of your efforts!   

To see a complete list of all the groups receiving funds 
from the Knights of Columbus this year, please visit the fol-
l o w i n g  w e b s i t e : 
http://mysite.verizon.net/rjdsf11403/TootsieRoll/ 

I look forward to presenting these two groups with the 
funds they so richly deserve.  Thanks again to all of you who 
made this possible. 

Vivat Jesus! 
  
Antonio Ibáñez 
Grand Knight  

YOUTH ACTIVITIESYOUTH ACTIVITIES ��
�-�++�"���'�4�'*����'*��5���55�-�++�"���'�4�'*����'*��5���55 ��



selves - on how good we are and on our 
ability to do difficult things - they are not 
leading us to God.  They may be leading 
us to pride.   

We are told to live in response to 
God’s love.  Rather than asking what holy 
action we want to do for Lent, the question 
should become what is God asking of us in 
this solemn season?   

God calls us to pray, to fast, to share 
our bounty with others. It is through these 
actions that we are lead to a deeper rela-
tionship with God, to a keener awareness 
of God’s presence; to a more intense de-
sire to respond to God’s initiatives. 

Perfection is not something we work 
at but is something that happens when we 
allow God to work in and with us.  Perfec-
tion comes from watching what God is 
doing in our lives and saying yes to it.  

Holiness happens when we know we 
are weak and in need, and are willing to 
make known our needs to God.  This is not 
because God does not know our needs, but 
because we need to acknowledge our limi-
tations and turn to God in all things.  Le us 
pray for ourselves and for one another 
during this Lent, that we will readily say 
yes to God’s invitation to holiness. 

God Bless you, 

�����	��
���

��

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
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Is sponsoring an 
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Registration:  noon to 12:50 p.m. 
Tournament: 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Awards ceremony : 5:00 to 5::30 p.m. 
 

For children from these and other local area schools:  Holy Cross, St. Jane de Chantal, 
St. Bartholomew, Our Lady of Lourdes, Holy Redeemer, Little Flower. 

Individuals are always welcome. 
 

$7.00 Fee Donation to the Rock Creek Charity Fund. 
 

For more information contact Tom Stallone, Chairman of the event, at 703-898-2133 
or through e-mail at  tastallone1@comcast.net 

Continuing to recognize the exemplary family life in the parishes we serve, Rock 
Creek Council is pleased to select as its Family of the Month for January, that of Jo-
seph and Mary Ruth Yao, of Holy Redeemer Parish, in Kensington. 

This family was selected through cooperation between the Holy Redeemer Parish 
Round Table coordinator, PGK Lawrence Grayson, and Fr. Hughes himself. 

 
The father of the family, Joseph Yao, serves Holy Redeemer as an Extraordinary 

Minister of the Holy Eucharist.  He is a den leader and the religious medals coordina-
tor for the Cub Scouts.  Joseph also serves as a choir member for the 9:30 Mass. 

Mary Ruth, the mother of the family, is co-director of “Kids for Jesus” (K4J) and 
of the K4J Vacation Bible School.  She prepares the petitions or Prayers of the Faith-
ful for Sunday Mass.  Mary Ruth is also the troop organizer for the Girl Scouts in the 
parish.  

Their oldest daughter, Teresa, is 17 years old, and a student at St. John’s College 
High School in Washington, DC.  She co-teaches Sunday Bible School for 3-year-
olds during the 9:30 Mass; this being her third year in that position.  She is also a Peer 
Minister at St. John's College, where she helps plan student retreats. 

Christina, a 13 years old student at Holy Redeemer School, serves her parish as 
an altar server.  She is a K4J captain for both the school-year program and Vacation 
Bible School, and a member of the school’s Religious Life Committee. Christina is  
also in the Honors Choir, which sings at school Masses. 

Michael, is an 11 years-old student at Holy Redeemer School, also a K4J captain 
for the school-year program and Vacation Bible School. Michael has earned two reli-
gious medals in the Cub Scouts. 

Rock Creek Council congratulates the Yao family members for the multiple ways 
they serve their parish and the exemplary family life they lead.  If you see them, make 
sure to extend your personal word of congratulation and encouragement. 

 FAMILY  ACTIVITIES  REPORT 
 January Family of the Month Award 
 The Family of Joseph and Mary Ruth Yao 
 of Holy Redeemer Parish 
  By E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II, Family Activities Director 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES  
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NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY  AT  ROCK  CREEK  

Even though there were a few youngsters attending (above, left, Norb and Edwina Wittrock dancing under the watchful eyes of our GK’s aunt and uncle), they 
mostly behaved themselves quite well.  At midnight GK and First Lady  pulled the famous string, thus opening the net holding hundreds of brightly colored balloons, 
which cascaded to the dance floor, welcoming the spanking New Year 2008. 

We cannot be mistaken: it is our Grand Knight under the top hat, and First Lady Leslie Ibáñez behind the “2008” glasses above, left.  They had a grand time in 
company of almost 200 of their closest and dearest  friends and relatives, which included parents, aunt and uncle… and even Grandma (Abuelita)! (above, right) 

The evening’s music, dance and entertainment was again the responsibility of our favorite band “The Continentals” (left).  Everybody enjoyed the great variety 
of dancing tunes… and the ever-full table of  delicious munchies brought by caterer Brother Frank Villoso (right).  You should’ve been there! 
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“[W]e mutually pledge to each 
other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our 
sacred Honor.”   

With these words the 56 signers of 
America’s Declaration of Independence 
asserted that the 13 united colonies were 
free and independent states.  In vowing 
their lives and fortunes they stated the ob-
vious consequences of their actions.  
These men were deemed traitors to Eng-
land, the country of which they were citi-
zens.  If the Revolution failed, many, if not 
all, would likely have been hanged and 
their property forfeited to the Crown.  
As it was, many of them suffered 
greatly.  Nine died of wounds or 
hardships before independence was 
achieved.  Eighteen had their homes 
looted or burned to the ground.  Five 
were captured and brutally treated.  
Several lost wives and children.  
John Hart, an elderly signer from 
New Jersey, had his home and prop-
erty destroyed; while he was being 
hunted through forest and mountains, 
his wife died and his 13 children had 
to seek refuge with friends and fam-
ily.  Some were so impoverished by 
the Revolution that they spent the 
remainder of their lives as paupers.  
All of the signers at some point dur-
ing the war were driven from their 
homes.  Yet, not one defected or 
recanted on his pledge. 

But what did they intend by the 
expression “sacred Honor?”  The 
word honor has several meanings.  It may 
refer to the public’s esteem for a position.  
Today, we address judges, Congressmen, 
and high-ranking politicians as “The Hon-
orable,” even though the individual may 
have sought the position for personal 
fame, power or gain.  The term also may 
refer to recognition for an achievement or 
accomplishment.  People are honored with 
medals, trophies, plaques, and other mate-
rial items for doing something beyond 
what is expected, whether in military, ath-
letic, intellectual or other areas.  Clearly, 
neither of these meanings fit what the 
signers were pledging. 

In Colonial America, honor referred 
to traits of character of the individual.  It 

defined a person’s sense of self-worth, his 
personal quality and self-esteem.  It was in 
effect the core of his identity.  One’s be-
havior gauged against what was expected 
of an honorable person often determined 
his reputation in the external community.  
When Alexander Hamilton defamed Aaron 
Burr’s character, to redeem his honor Burr 
challenged Hamilton to a duel with pistols.  
Honor was so strongly held that Nathan 
Hale could stand before the hangman’s 
noose and declare his regret that he had 
but one life to lose for his country. 

When Jefferson wrote honor into the 
Declaration of Independence, he used the 
term “sacred Honor” to emphasize its vir-
tuous aspects.   It meant living a moral 
life, with integrity, not only in certain cir-
cumstances but fully, in all endeavors.  It 
meant leading a life according to an inter-
nalized set of moral norms, in accordance 
with the natural and revealed laws. 

It was their sacred honor pledged to 
support an idea – that there are certain 
unalienable rights bestowed by a Creator 
God – that led the signers of the Declara-
tion to make the great sacrifices they en-
dured in establishing this nation.  They did 
not risk everything for land or treasure or a 
government based on blood or heredity, 

but to establish a country founded on the 
belief that all men are created equal and 
are entitled to be free.  This love of coun-
try, although in their case it still was an 
idea, is the sentiment of patriotism. 

Patriotism implies an attachment to 
what one’s country stands for and a will-
ingness to forego self-interest, perhaps as 
so often happens when the nation is at war 
even to sacrifice one's life for the sake of 
the public good, the common welfare.  It 
means one will strive to uphold the values 
of those who have created this nation for 

the sake of those who will inherit it.  It 
is devotion to a set of principles or 
ideals – in America, these ideals in-
clude freedom, equality, personal dig-
nity. 

Although patriotism is most evi-
dent in times of threat and crisis, it is 
something to be lived everyday.  It is 
pride in the history, culture and 
achievements of the nation and its 
people.  It is not an uncritical commit-
ment to every aspect of the nation, but 
rather demands recognition of the 
country’s failings and shortcomings 
and working to improve them because 
one is committed to the ideals upon 
which the nation was founded and to 
what it can be. 

Patriotism is not innate, but must 
be developed through example, study 
and experience.  One must learn about 
the history and government of this 
nation and what their meaning and 

implications are for Americans today.  
One must learn and practice the duties and 
responsibilities of citizenship – casting a 
ballot, serving on juries, paying taxes, ob-
serving the laws.  One must learn how 
one’s own well-being, prosperity, and lib-
erties are the result of living in this coun-
try, and be willing to protect those liberties 
when they are under attack. 

 
We may never be called upon to sacri-

fice everything we have for the future of 
our country.  But we can display our sa-
cred honor in its behalf by demonstrating 
our pride in America and supporting the 
values upon which our nation was 
founded.   

���
�	����� �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

PLEDGING  ONE’ S HONOR 
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We had close to 50 mem-
bers and guests at our Lunch-
eon-Meeting and Elections at 
Saphire’s Café.  Many thanks to 
our re-elected VP Jim Young 
for chairing this event.  Jim 
named the 13 who out of 150-
plus members put on each func-
tion.  For their names just read 
any of my past reports. 

We again had attendees 
who did not have reservations and this re-
sulted in a loss on the food and a seating 
problem.  Please prevent these mishaps and 

do make your reservations on 
time. Deadlines are marked in 
our flyers. 

Your three elected officers 
were re-elected as follows:  
President, Bob Waters; Vice-
president, Jim Young; Secretary: 
Helen Brennan. 

Our St. Valentine’s Party-
Meeting will be on Wednesday, 
February 13, 2008.  Flyers will 

be sent to PAID members who were not at 
Saphire’s.  Send your $12 per-member dues 
to Tom Locraft. 

In March we will hold our Annual St. 
Pat’s Party-Meeting.  There will also be a 
flyer for the event. 

Please invite your clergy to our func-
tions, and support our Council’s as well. 

 
 GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 

 
 PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers remember:  Mannie 
Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, Tom Becker, William “Will” Bello, 
Larry Bisnett, John Bruce, PGK Larry Cain, 
Ray Celada, Jinny Chwirut, Maureen Collins, 
PGK Jack Cunningham, Barbara and Joe Do-
lan, Regina England, PGK Joe Falzon, PGK 
Peter Ferrigno, Ed Flaim, Jane Frank, Marge 
Gallery, Lois Gargano, Katharine Giodati, 
Art and  Carole Hanley, Stacey Harim, PGK, 
PSD Gene Hogan, Marie Horan, Fr. Matt 
Kieman, Gertrude King, Julia Marcus (Art 
Hanley’s granddaughter), James Marketos, 
Tony Mastro, Leona Newton, our Chaplain 
Emeritus Msgr. William O’Donnell, John 
O’Keefe, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, 
Anna Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, George and 
Joan Reed, Pat Siemien, John and Estelle 
Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray Timm, Joselyn 
Walter Graham and Regina Walter, Barbara 
Waters, R. Joyce Waters, my cousin Bernice 
Wilt, Edwina Wittrock, Louise Young, Karen 
Zack and Fran & Frank Zello. 

Pray for the souls of  Dr. Lou Chacos, 
Bob Masucci, Col. George Benson, and Fran-
ces Murray, mother of Fr. Michael Murray. 

Page 11  Febr uar y 2008  

���'6)5�
��1��+�

The Knight Chatter 

 
CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 
GRAND KNIGHT 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-235-5839 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Joseph G. Doniger  -  301-_________ 
CHANCELLOR 

Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 
WARDEN 

John Vivian  -  301-461-3597 
 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK – 301-469-6099 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

 
OUTSIDE GUARD 

Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
2-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 

3-Year - Vacant 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK – 301-445-3238 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Thomas A. Stallone  - 703 - 898 - 2133 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 
 

LECTURER 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 

 
PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 

Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 
 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 
 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 

 
PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 
PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 

Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 

e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
CHATTER MAILING CAPTAIN 

John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 
WEBMASTER 

Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

The laws and rules of our Order, as 
well as state laws, specify that the Knights 
of Columbus may accept insurance applica-
tions from members only.  As a member, 
you may apply for insurance on yourself, 
your wife and your minor children. 

The Order’s Board of Directors has 
taken action, though, to assure that a 
Knight’s widow maintains the right to 
purchase additional insurance for a lim-
ited time.  This can be of great benefit and 
comfort to those we leave behind. 

This “right to apply” is available only 
to the widows of insured members.  If a 
member has not availed himself of our 
highly rated life insurance program, or pur-
chased an annuity or long-term care policy, 
this benefit is not available to his widow. 
But if the member was an insured member, 
his widow has the right to apply for addi-
tional insurance on her life and on the life 
of the member’s minor children.  This right 
must be exercised within one year following 
the Order’s receipt of proof of the insured’s 
death. 

Know two things.  First, I’ll assist your 
widow and children in any way possible if 
you should die, both with your Knights of 
Columbus insurance and any other life in-
surance you may have.  Second, I’ll provide 
them my best professional advice and ser-
vice, to assure that they have adequate in-
surance protection.  

I have no greater responsibility. 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 

Please call me at 301-493-8883 for  
additions or deletions to this list. 

� ��"� ���
�&����	"$�
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Holy Cross 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
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7 
�

8 
 

9 
 

10 
MEMBERSHIP 
Holy Redeemer 

11 
 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

12 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

13 
SENIORS 

Valentine’s Party 
12:30 pm 

14 
Rosary 7:30 
Business 

Meeting 8:00�

15 
 

16 
�

17    
MEMBERSHIP 
OLO Lourdes 

18 
 
 

President’s Day 

19 
 

20 
K-C CLUB 

7:30 PM 
 

21 
4th Degree at 
Rosensteel’s 

22 
 

23 
�

24 
MEMBERSHIP 

St. Bart’s 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 28 
Social at 8:00 

 

BENEFITS NIGHT 

29 1 
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11 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

12 
SENIORS 

St. Pat’s Party 
12:30 pm 

13 
Rosary 7:30 

 
1ST DEGREE�

14 
 

15 
St. Pat’s Day 

Party 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
�

7 
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