
A DIFFERENT   
LENTEN SACRIFICE  
 My Brother Knights, 

Lent is now upon us, and Easter 
is in sight.  Lent is a time for spiri-
tual renewal, when we are supposed 
to “make clear the path of the Lord”.  
Most of us in our early Catholic edu-
cation were taught to “give some-
thing up” during Lent.  By temporar-
ily sacrificing something which we 
enjoy, we start down the path to 
spiritual improvement.  The idea is 
that we should desire closeness with Jesus more than the silly 
things we pursue in our daily lives, and giving these things up for 
a time helps us to realize this and re-align our priorities accord-
ingly. 

We all know the things that most people give up for Lent.  If 
I had a penny for every time I heard someone say they were giv-
ing up TV or sweets for Lent… well, I’d have a lot of pennies.  
But I suggest there is something you could give up for Lent that 
might be more meaningful than that.  My brothers, have you con-

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights, 
  

We are half way through Lent 
now, and we find that even though 
Jesus submitted to the will of His 
Father, he faced rejection, even by 
his own people.  

Although He was doing good 
works and healing all those who 
were oppressed by the devil, Jesus 
was regarded by many as noth-
ing. He was “the stone rejected by 
the builders.”   

 
In the fourth chapter of St. John's Gospel we hear Jesus say 

that a prophet has not honor in his native place.  That word 
‘honor’ can have many different meanings.   

 
Writer Harry Stein comes close to describing the honor that 

Jesus showed to all humankind, even though we sometimes fail 
to show him ‘honor’.  He writes: “Indeed, self-sacrifice, putting 
one's very life at risk for something precious beyond oneself, is 
the very essence of honor.”   

(Continued on page 7) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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State Treasurer Peter Davio and Grand Knight Tony Ibáñez standing in front of the U. S. Supreme Court build-
ing, after finishing the March for Life last January 22.  Record crowds, many of which were young people, 
marked the 35th Anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortions in the country. 
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Grand Knight Ibáñez 

 

 



With the holidays over, our attention 
changes to completing our required re-
ports and initiating a new round of re-
cruiting.   

Why do we focus so much attention 
on recruiting?   

If we continue to grow the Order, we 
add new ideas and enlarge our capability 
to do perform good deeds.  Don’t just in-
vite a person to join the Knight, ask them 
to become a Knight in full partnership 
with the rest of our brothers.  Also, it is a 

fact of life that many of us who read these 
articles may be “young at heart” but 
physically and mentally aging.   

Younger members bring in new ideas 
and capabilities that add strength to your 
Council’s activities and new initiatives to 
your efforts.   

 
God bless America. 
 
Tom Schneider 
DD, District 18 
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GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  

 Ladies Auxiliary Report  
  By Jennie P. Morris, President 

On Friday, February 8th,  members of 
the Auxiliary and several spouses gathered 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Be-
thesda to attend Mass and celebrate the 
150th Anniversary of Our Blessed Mother’s 
appearance to St. Bernadette in Lourdes, 
France.  We were fortunate to have the 
opportunity to go to Confession and say 
the necessary prayers to obtain a plenary 
indulgence.  Afterwards we went to La 
Madeleine Cafeteria for lunch.  It was a 
very pleasant and special activity. 

The Auxiliary meeting on Tuesday, 
February 12th, began on a sad note as we 
talked about the passing of Edward Flaim, 
Jr., son of Auxiliary member Johanna 
Flaim and Edward Flaim, longtime 
Knight, in a disastrous house fire.  We, of 
course, offered prayers for the parents for 
their tragic loss and for the happy repose 
of the son’s soul. 

Our annual Spring Card Party is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 29th (the 
Saturday after Easter) so the main focus of 
this meeting was to initiate preliminary 
planning.  The first goal is to send out 
appeal letters to merchants and friends for 
door prizes.  Jean Gordon spearheads this 
action with follow-ups made by Auxiliary 
members.  Other details will be taken care 
of at our March meeting.  Anne Murphy 
has agreed to take reservations so if you 
would like to reserve a table now, call 
Anne at 301-762-2418.  We look forward 
to a big crowd and ask that you put Satur-
day, March 29th, 1-4PM on your calendar 
for an enjoyable afternoon.  Look forward 
to seeing you! 

Have a prayer-filled Lent! 
God bless!! 

�������

Community Activities 

CHARLES O'HARA 
MEMORIAL �

HIGH  SCHOOL  SCHOLARSHIPS �
 

Rock Creek Council will again 
award five scholarships to graduat-
ing 8th graders from Holy Cross, 
Holy Redeemer, Our Lady of 

Lourdes, St. Bartholomew, St. Jane 
de Chantal and Little Flower ele-
mentary schools.  

Each scholarship for $1,000 to 
attend a local Catholic high 
school, is based on academics, 
character and financial need, and 
is renewable to four years.  Children 
of members of Rock Creek Council 
receive a small preference.   

Applications are to be made in 
March through the principal of each 
school. 

 
Additional information will 

appear in the church bulletins in 
following weeks,  You also may 
contact your local principal or Larry 
Grayson, PGK, PFN, FDD at 301-
933-8731. 

sidered giving up some of your time?  
Free time seems to be a very precious 
commodity these days.  Most of us work 
demanding jobs which take most of it.  
Then family obligations come after that.  
At the end of the day, you’re lucky if you 
have an hour or two for yourself, to do 
with what you please.  But like the widow 
in the temple who gave her last coins to 
the poor, a gift of our time can be very 
precious precisely because we have so lit-
tle of it. 

You need look no further than Rock 
Creek for opportunities to put your time 
to good use.  In January, a handful of 
your brother Knights chaperoned Rock 
Creek Mansion for a youth group from 
Texas, in town to participate in the 
March for Life.   These young people 
could not have made this trip without our 
help.  In February, we assisted our local 
parishes in collecting signatures in the 
Maryland Catholic Conference’s 
“100,000 Letters for Life”  campaign, 
aimed at promoting specific pro-life legis-
lation at the state level.  Later this year, 

we will be honoring our local Catholic 
grade school teachers (our illustrious 
Washington Post does not think them 
worthy of recognition for Educator of the 
Year honors) at our annual Teachers Ap-
preciation Dinner.  The O’Hara Schol-
arship Committee will convene in a few 
weeks and award scholarships to out-
standing young men and women who will 
attend Catholic high schools.   

The men of this council do incredible 
work the year round, by giving a gift of 
their time.  Doing this doesn’t just help 
the community; for as Jesus Himself said, 
“What you do for the least of my broth-
ers, you do for me.” 

If any of you are looking to contrib-
ute your time and energy to our ongoing 
work, please contact me directly at anto-
nio.ibanez@comcast.net.  I would be de-
lighted to help you put your talents to 
work helping others.   

I wish all of you a blessed Easter.   
Vivat Jesus! 
 
Antonio Ibáñez 
Grand Knight 

(Continued from page 1) 



On February 2nd, between 6:00 
PM and 8:30 PM, Holy Cross 
Parish held a Father-Daughter 
Dance to celebrate the special 
bond between fathers and 
daughters (of all ages) through-
out life. Holy Cross Right to 
Life Committee, Holy Cross 
Home and School Association 
and Rock Creek Council of the 
Knights of Columbus sponsored 
this event. Tickets for $10 per 

father-daughter couple or $15 for a father with multiple daugh-
ters were made available after Masses on Sunday January 20th 
and 27th, and at the door. A number of parishioners donated all 
the hors d'oeuvres, sweets and non-alcoholic beverages. I must 
say, rarely have I ever seen such an assortment and so plentiful a 
display of food.  A very talented DJ made sure that the energy 
was kept throughout with a variety of dances for pairs and groups 
and even several dancing contests for the many girls present. 
PGK Roberto Ibáñez, who asked me to assist, took pictures 
through the evening and many shots of individual father-daughter 
groups. The daughters in attendance ranged from 18 months to 
30 years of age. There was a jar full of kisses, and those girls, 
who wished to participate wrote their names in a book and the 
numbers of kisses they thought were in the jar. Over forty young 
ladies participated. The exact number was 197 and the winner, 
Mariah Edlin, had guessed 200. I, for one, felt that this event was 
a tremendous success. I know that all of the dads had a delightful 
time and the young ladies looked like they did as well. I think 
that members of this council should go back to their parishes and 
see whether they, too, would be interested in holding a similar 
event there. 

 
 A Marian Hour of Prayer  will be held on Saturday, April 

19, 2008, 10:00 AM, at our Council. The theme of this event is 
“The Many Faces of Mary”. PGK Roberto Ibáñez has generated 
the idea. He mentioned that Mary, our Blessed Mother and Pa-

troness, is known throughout the world under many names, and 
she appeared to her faithful under many visages. Each of us, I am 
sure, has a favorite picture or statue representing the Mother of 
God. PGK Ibáñez asks that we bring them to the Council and we 
will place them all on a “special altar”, in front of which we will 
offer our prayers and possible songs, for her intercession to her 
Son, our Lord and Savior. I am sure that you like me, must be-
lieve this to be a splendid idea and would very much like to join 
us. We plan to place announcements in the bulletins of Churches 
under our wing.  I personally hope that you can make it to this 
event. I truly believe that this will become something very spe-
cial to all of us and that we may make this an annual event, like 
our Veteran’s Day Memorial Mass. There will be a Continental 
Breakfast following the ceremony. Place this date in your calen-
dar now, and start looking for something of our Blessed Mother 
that you can bring to place upon the afterlife table. Mary Ann 
and I already have ours.  

 We know that there will be a Mass at the Nationals Park 
celebrated by Pope Benedict XVI on April 17th. As of yet, the 
Archdiocese of Washington has not announced its policy on dis-
tribution of tickets for the Mass. For those interested in attending, 
as soon as this news is available it will be posted on the Catholic 
Standard’s web site, www.cathstan.org/papalvisit or be published 
in the paper.  

 
As an aside, we would like to notify all the members of 

Rock Creek Council, that our beloved Chaplain Emeritus, 
Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell has permanently moved 
from Manor Care to Bartholomew House on River 
Road, in the campus of St. Bartholomew Parish.  Edwina 
Wittrock notified us of the move and that she’d seen Msgr., 
and he was of good spirits. 

We certainly wish Msgr. O’Donnell a happy stay at 
Bartholomew House and are sure he’ll enjoy it much better 
since it is practically within a Catholic parish. 

God bless 
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 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

PGK Peter Ferrigno 

 

Our Ladies Auxiliary (and some husbands) attended Our Lady of Lourdes 
parish celebrating the 150 anniversary of Our Lady’s apparition in Lourdes.  
Read details on the Auxiliary’s Report on Page 2. 



ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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Maryland State Council 
 
The Maryland State Council offers a 

series of meetings designed to help 
Council Activity Chairmen, Officers and 
members in general to achieve each 
Council’s goals.  State Officers and 
Chairmen are always available to answer 
questions and offer their advice.   

 
Other highlights of its calendar: 

· March 2—Archdiocese of Washington 
District, 4th Degree Exemplification 

· March 9—Founders’ Day Mass and 
Reception 

· March 15-19—St. Patrick’s Day Bus 
Trip to Savannah, Georgia 

· March 29—Spring Meeting , Lexing-
ton Park, Maryland 

 
 

McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

The McNamara Chapter of Grand 
Knights meets every month, with many 
of the State Chairmen and Chair Officers 
in attendance to help and advise Grand 
Knights and Council officers to achieve 
their individual goals. 

 
The March Chapter meeting will be 

held at Archbishop Neale Council # 
2279, in La Plata, on Wednesday 19. The 
meeting continues with the series geared 
to DGKs with the Theme “Reports and 
Awards.”  For more information contact 
GK Ibáñez.  

 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Our Assembly normally meets every 
third Thursday of the month at Fr. 
Rosensteel Council, #2169 at 8:00 pm, 
with Rosary beginning at 7:30 pm.  

 
Because of Holy Week being so 

early this year, however, this month’s 
meeting will be on the 13th.  4th Degree 
members from our Council are always 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 
For more details contact our Grand 

Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 

 

Thank you, [March for Life President] 
Nellie [Gray], for your tireless energy and 
devotion to the pro-life cause. 

We first met 30 years ago at the March 
for Life and I am proud that thousands of 
Knights of Columbus have volunteered to 
help stage this march over the years.  We 
have followed your example. We help or-
ganize Marches for Life all across North 
America – at the West Coast March for 
Life three days ago in San Francisco, in 
Mexico City last fall, and in the Canadian 
capital of Ottawa each May. 

We gather here today at the beginning 
of another election year, a year in which 
almost all of the candidates promise 
“change.” But we have been coming to 
Washington for 35 years asking for change 
– asking to change Roe v. Wade. 

Thirty-five years ago, the Supreme 
Court imposed a change on our nation that 
is at odds with our history, our Constitution 
and our humanity. And it is time to change 
Roe v. Wade. 

Abortion is wrong because abortion 
hurts everyone. It takes the life of the inno-
cent unborn child.  It victimizes the mother 
and the father. It compromises doctors and 
nurses. It undermines respect for judges. It 
implicates the taxpayer who pays for it. It 
coarsens the society that tolerates it. No 
woman should feel that she must have an 
abortion. We can find a better way. We can 
build a society in which every woman and 
child can find the support and care they 
deserve. We can build a culture of life. We 
can give hope to every woman and every 
child. 

Today I see thousands of helping 
hands ready to make this hope a reality and 
I know there are millions more. Together 
we can bring change. Together we can 
build a new culture of life in our hearts, in 
our homes, and in our laws. 

��.$��3+�5�23�*(��

NEWS FROM  SUPREME  

LOUNGE 
IS 

SMOKE FREE 

 Per current laws in ef-
fect starting last February 
1st, our downstairs Lounge 
is now Smoke Free. 

Remarks by Supreme Knight 
at the 2008 March for Life   



A recent letter from Mary 
Ann Kuharski, founder of Pro-
Life Across America, notified 
her readers that her goal for this 
year is 6,500 Pro-Life bill-
boards, because more billboards 
reach to more people and more 
babies’ lives are saved. Ms. Ku-
harski believes there is nothing 
more powerful than the truth, 
which is represented in her post-
ers, and she says nothing is 
sweeter than the face of a baby 

to appeal to the hearts of others. A billboard in a rural area costs 
$500 per month, one in a larger city or near a college campus 
costs $1,000; and one on a major interstate or heavy traffic area 
ranges from $1,800 to $3,500 per month. You do the math, 6,500 
billboards at $1,000 equals $6.5 million. And that does not in-
clude monies needed to help mothers choose other alternatives to 
abortion. If you want to help this effort, send your check to Pro-
life Across America to PO Box 18669, Minneapolis, MN 55418.  

A letter from Jack Ames, Founder and Director of Defend 
Life, states that during the year 2007, they sponsored 11 great 
Pro-Life speakers appearing a total of 27 times in the Washing-
ton-Baltimore area (one of those was at our own Council). They 
further donated several thousand CDs of professionally recorded 
lecturers; sponsored their 7th Annual Maryland Face the Truth 
Tour  showing graphic images of aborted babies at 12 locations 
in Maryland, 2 in Washington, D.C. and 1 in West Virginia; con-
ducted their first Bay Bridge Face the Truth Tour; arranged 
two Genocidal Awareness Projects on local college campuses 
and arranged four talks on local college campuses. Mr. Ames 
states that they hope for a Pro-Life Evangelization when Pope 
Benedict XVI comes to Washington on Thursday, April 17 for an 
outdoor Mass at the new Washington National’s Stadium in the 
shadow of America’s Capitol Dome. 

The American Life League (ALL), with Judie Brown as its 
Founder and President, through their STOPP program, helped 
shut down over 29 abortion facilities nationwide, taking on 
Planned Parenthood head-on and saving thousands of lives from 

the tragedy of abortion. Since the abortion lobby and Planned 
Parenthood know that Pro-Life organizations are ganging up on 
them, now they are working to put an end to Pro-Life move-
ments. This only causes these wonderful Pro-Life workers to 
work all the harder and to be careful for retaliations. But they 
cannot do it without your help. As Brothers of the Knights of 
Columbus, we need to support these many Pro-Life organiza-
tions, even if it is just limited to your prayers.  God bless.  

 

PRO-LIFE SLEEP-OVER 
By Neil Dorian, PGK 

For the 7th consecutive year, Rock Creek Council provided 
sleeping accommodations and continental breakfast for a group of 
Pro-Life Pilgrims from the state of Texas.  Fourteen young ladies 
and three young men from the Fort Worth and the Amarillo Catholic 
Dioceses stayed at our Hall six days and five nights.  Accompanying 
this group were two Franciscan Friars, Brothers Patrick and Peter, 
who stayed at the Washington Court Hotel near Union Station.  
Shortly after arriving at our Hall at 2 pm on Friday, January 18, the 
group took the shuttle bus and Metro to the Basilica of the Immacu-
late Conception for confessions and to tour the Shrine.  Before at-
tending Mass at the Shrine, group leader Jason Gregory proposed to 
his long-time girl friend Becky.  It looks like wedding bells are on 
the horizon! 

Other sites visited during their stay included: Planned Parent-
hood Abortion clinic (to pray the Rosary and Divine Mercy Chap-
let); White House; Arlington Cemetery; St. Matthew’s Cathedral; 
Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land; Adoration with the Poor 
Clares of Perpetual Adoration; the John Paul II Cultural Center; 
Holocaust Museum; American History Museum; Vigil Mass for Life 
at the Shrine on the eve of the March; Verizon Center Concert and 
Mass; March for Life and pray Divine Mercy Chaplet on the steps of 
the Supreme Court; Lincoln and War Memorials; and Mass at St. 
Jane’s Church.  In spite of their aggressive itinerary, they found time 
to eat lunch and take YMCA showers (3 nights).  The lady pilgrims 
enjoyed the fireplace in our Grand Knight Lounge so much that all 
14 managed to squeeze their gear to soak up the warmth from the 
fireplace during the cold nights.   

 Thanks to the following Knights who slept over and monitored 
this group: GK Tony Ibáñez, DGK Joe and wife Diana Doniger, 
Captain Art Rawson, PGK Larry Grayson, and Tom & son TJ Stal-
lone.  Also, thanks to PGK Peter and wife Mary Ann Ferrigno who 
provided the breakfast. 
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 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

Peter & Mary Ann Ferrigno 

 

Young Pro-Life pilgrims from Fort Worth, Texas staying at our Council Home  
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Community Activities 
Tootsie Roll Awards Banquet 
By Antonio Ibáñez, Grand Knight 

On Saturday, February 9, the Knights of Columbus Coun-
cils of Montgomery County held their Tootsie Roll Awards 
Banquet at St. Raphael’s Church in Rockville.   

This year, representing Rock Creek Council, I had the 
honor and privilege of presenting awards personally to two 
groups: CHI Centers in Silver Spring (who prints, collates and 
folds the very newsletter you are reading), and to “Kids Enjoy 
Exercise Now” or KEEN.  We have photographs of the event, 
but alas, no room in this issue to place them. 

The money that members of this council helped raise af-
ter weeks of soliciting donations at five of our parishes and 
outside several grocery stores went to do some serious good 
out there, and all of you who volunteered should be proud of 
your efforts! 

Twenty-one different organizations received grants. A 
few of them brought some of their charges, who thanked us 
for all the help which otherwise would not be possible.  

State Treasurer Peter Davio remembered how this effort 
started quite a few years ago, and how it has grown over time, 
bringing real progress and hope for hundreds, and perhaps 
thousands of people with Developmental Disabilities in our 
County. 

The entire evening was very moving and uplifting.  It did 
“charge our batteries,” as it was described at the time, to start 
a new effort for next year’s Tootsie Roll Campaign. 

Council Activities 
2008  DUES  REMINDER 
By. Joseph A. Murphy, Financial Secretary 
 

  
We will be sending out second notices shortly for those 

who have not yet paid their 2008 dues.  Save us the postage 
and send in your dues as soon as you can.   

If you are ill, or have some special circumstance that 
prevents you from paying, let us know.  We will arrange a 
fair solution. 

 
Also, consider becoming a Booster.  Boosters pay $100 

or more in addition to their regular dues, and are admitted to 
certain Council functions for free.  It can be a very good way 
to support the Council if you don’t have the time to give us a 
few hours of your effort. 

 
During the course of the year, it is customary for the 

Council to take ads in the program books for various func-
tions, such as the Maryland State Council Convention, the 
Columbus Day Ball, the Fourth Degree Exemplification, The 
Archbishop’s Banquet for the Kennedy Institute, and a vari-
ety of parish functions.   To defray the costs of these ads, we 
are soliciting patrons.  For an additional cost of $5, you will 
be listed as a patron in all ads taken by the Council.  

 �

Council Activities 
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Joseph W. McPherson 
 

Thursday, March 27, 2008 
 

8:00 pm 
 
On Thursday evening, March 27, Joseph W. McPherson, the headmaster of Brookewood School and for-
mer headmaster of The Heights, will present a talk on the founding of Maryland, when The Ark and The 
Dove landed at St. Clement’s Island on March 25, 1634.  Joe, who is a graduate of Harvard College and 
Georgetown Law School, is an excellent teacher with an extensive knowledge of Maryland history.   
 

Members, their families and friends are welcome.   
 

Light refreshments will be served.   
We begin with the Rosary at 7:30 PM, with the talk at 8:00 PM. 



Not only did Jesus put his very life at 
risk from day one of his public ministry, he 
offered his life in ultimate sacrifice; in com-
plete obedience and total surrender for us.  It 
was not only physical pain he took on for us, 
but also the pain of being rejected by his 
own. 

 
As we continue preparing for Easter 

during this season of Lent, let us reflect on 
the totality of the suffering Our Lord under-
went for us.  It was not only physical pain 
he took on for us, but also the pain of being 
rejected by his own. 

 
God Bless you, 
Monsignor Gatto 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
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Rock Creek Council is pleased to recognize another hard working family from one 
of our parishes for the Family of the Month Award.  For February we have chosen 
George and Mary Anne Gadbois and their sons, of Holy Cross Parish. 

George is an electrical engineer, currently a group manager at Siemens Corpora-
tion.  He serves on two MCPS PTSA boards, two civic boards, and is very active with 
the Boy Scout of America.  He is an active Boy Scout assistant Scoutmaster, serves on 
several Scout committees, and has arranged the Scout Sunday at Holy Cross for many 
years.  He has also worked with the 9:00 Mass Special Children’s Liturgy, and substi-
tutes as usher or lector whenever needed. 

Mary Anne, a former Montgomery County administrative specialist, is currently 
employed part-time with Holy Cross Church. She volunteers with school sports and 
activity clubs, Scouting events, and PTSA committees. She was a Cub Scout den 
mother for seven years and a SOR teacher and aide for eight. She works frequently with 
the Soup-and-Stations program at Holy Cross. 

Their older son, Anthony, 16, is a junior at the Wheaton High School Engineering 
Academy studying math, science and engineering to prepare for a civil engineering ma-
jor in college.  He is a drummer in the Wheaton HS jazz band as well as a member of 
their baseball and swim teams. He also volunteers for various service activities at school 
and in the community. In Scouting, Anthony is a senior troop leader, a vice chief with 
the Order of the Arrow, and a Life Scout.  He expects to earn his Eagle Scout award 
shortly and is slated to be his group’s crew chief for the Philmont backpacking expedi-
tion next July.  He has served as a Holy Cross altar server for the last nine years. 

The younger son, Gregory, is 13 year and attends the A. Mario Loiederman Magnet 
Middle School for Performing Arts. He is planning on attending the Engineering Acad-
emy at Wheaton.  His interests run from electrical engineering to football to cooking.  
He plays trumpet and percussion at school as well as intramural football (his favorite 
sport). He has played on both his school’s and Boys Club softball teams.  A Life Scout 
working toward Eagle, he is an assistant patrol leader, a den chief with the Cub pack, 
and involved in numerous volunteer activities.  He has also been an altar server at Holy 
Cross for six years. 

They all work every year in the Boy Scouts’ November community food drive and 
the April stream clean up. Both boys have earned their Cub Scout Parvuli Dei and their 
Boy Scout Ad Altare Dei Catholic religious medals. 

The Gadbois family is a great example of service to our parish, the Church, and the 
community. We are pleased to recognize their contributions and service. 

 Family Activities Report 
 FEBRUARY  FAMILY  OF THE  MONTH  AWARD  
 The Family of George and Mary Anne Gadbois 
 of Holy Cross Parish 
  By E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II, Family Activities Director 

Whole life insurance calls for premiums to 
be paid for your entire life, or to age 100.  You 
may want to consider a permanent life insurance 
product – one with guaranteed cash values – that 
offers a limited period of premium payments.  
The Knights of Columbus  offers three perma-
nent life insurance products for which premiums 
do not have to be paid for all of life. 

“Twenty Pay Life ” is exactly as the name 
suggests – a permanent plan with premiums 
payable for only 20 years.  After the premiums 
are paid for the 20 years, the plan is “paid up” 
and no more premiums are due.  Unlike its term 
counterpart, however, the plan stays in force, the 
death benefit remains intact and the guaranteed 
cash value continues to grow. 

Another such plan is our “Life Paid Up at 
65.”  You buy this permanent product and you 
only pay premiums to age 65.  Then, premiums 
stop (just in time for retirement), but the plan 
remains very much in force. 

Finally, the ultimate in limited pay is our 
Single Premium Life product.  Imagine buying 
life insurance – permanent life insurance – and 
only paying one single premium?  It’s possible. 

I have detailed information on all of these 
products.  At your convenience, I’ll meet with 
you and your spouse to perform a free, custom-
tailored needs analysis, to help determine which 
of our many life insurance products is right for 
you and your family. 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 

� ���� ���
�6����	 �!�

On Friday, February 9, an impres-
sive Third Degree Exemplification was 
held at Rock Creek with candidates from 
over 19 councils from around the state.  
Although having a degree on a Lenten 
Friday made food preparation more dif-
ficult, the degree team and candidates 
were provided with a wonderful spread 
of meatless food thanks primarily to GK 
Tony Ibáñez and First Lady Leslie, PGK 
Bill Morris and Lady Jennie, and PGK 
Neil Dorian.  The bar was expertly 
tended by Advocate PGK Kevin Kittka 
and Warden John Vivian.  It wasn’t easy 

taking care of over 100 hungry and 
thirsty Brother Knights, Third Degree 
and over! 

We would like to give an enthusias-
tic pat on the back to our five new Third 
Degree members: 

 
Gregory Nenna 
Albert Miele 
Bruce Cathie 
William Polglase 
Arthur Harris Jr. 
 

 Our hearty congratulations, brothers. 

THIRD DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION  
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Saturday, April 19, 2008 

 
10:00 am 

 
At our Council Home 

 
5417 West Cedar Lane 

Bethesda, Maryland 

Mary, our Blessed Mother and Patroness, is known throughout the world under many names, 
and she appeared to her faithful under many visages. Each of us has a favorite picture or statue 
representing the Mother of God: the one we know, the one we can address as her children, the one 
we can present our plight, the one we feel comfortable when asking for her intercession. 

 

Please bring it to the Council and we will place them all at an altar, in front of which we will offer 
our prayers for her intercession to her Son, our Lord and Savior. 

Following the ceremony 
We will serve a 

Continental Breakfast. 
 

For more information please contact 
 

PGK Peter Ferrigno  301-469-6099 
PGK Roberto Ibáñez 301-445-3238 

Event open to members, friends and family 
Parishioners of Holy Cross, St. Jane’s, Holy Redeemer,  

St. Bart’s, Our Lady of Lourdes and Little Flower  
are always welcome 

��������	
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America has always been a pluralistic reli-
gious society.  The Founders of this nation were 
primarily Protestants of many persuasions -- 
Anglicans, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, 
Quakers, Calvinists, Anabaptists, and Unitarians 
– along with a few deists and a Catholic or two.  
As the country grew, large numbers of immi-
grants entered and continue to come to this land.  
At first they mainly were from northern and 
western Europe, then from the southern and 
eastern parts of that continent, and more re-
cently from Latin and South America.  Reli-
gious discrimination, persecution, war, famine, 
and severe economic conditions in other coun-
tries gave rise to waves of people from virtually 
every part of the globe who sought a better life 
in America.  Various Protestants sects emigrated 
from England, Methodists from Wales, Catho-
lics from Ireland and Italy, Quakers from Nor-
way, Presbyterians from Scotland and Ulster, 
Mormons from Denmark, Jews from Germany 
and Russia, groups who profess a variety of 
Eastern religions from Asia, and, more recently, 
Catholics and other Christians from Mexico, the 
Philippines, and various Latin countries, and 
Muslims from the Middle East. 

While many countries in Europe today are 
religious diverse, this largely is the result of 
disruption and decay of previously existent 
religious unity, often marked by a state-
supported church.  In America, in contrast, reli-
gious pluralism was an originating condition.  
The attitude of the Founders was exemplified by 
Samuel Adams when the First Continental Con-
gress convened in 1774.  When concern was 
expressed that the delegates might not be able to 
begin their deliberations with a prayer because 
of their divergent religious beliefs, Adams re-
marked that he could hear a prayer from any 
gentleman of piety and virtue, as long as he was 
a friend of the country.  This attitude was codi-
fied as a national policy by the religion clauses 
of the First Amendment, which were approved 
as one of the initial acts of the first Congress, 
shortly after the Constitution was ratified.  As a 
result, this nation has a continuing history of 
welcoming immigrants, without consideration 
of their denomination, and of allowing them to 
practice their faiths. 

A religiously pluralistic society, by its 
nature, means the coexistence within one politi-
cal community of groups who hold divergent 
and incompatible views with regard to theologi-

cal matters – issues that concern the existence 
and nature of God and the eschatological pur-
pose and duties of man.  While pluralism im-
plies disagreement and dissension on relig-
iously-related matters, it also requires general 
agreement and consensus on underlying princi-
ples for the community to exist. 

Creating the proper balance between plu-
ralism and national unity is a difficult social 
problem.  Most countries have forestalled its 
consideration because they define their citizens 
in terms of birth or blood or tribe, and thus 
make it difficult for outsiders to joint the na-
tional community.  A balance has been achieved 
in America, although with a continuing struggle, 
because the sense of national identity is based 
on a broad underlying consensus on fundamen-
tal national values – on the dignity of the human 
person, the existence of certain inalienable 
rights, freedom of conscience, and individual 
liberty.  These values and the rights that flow 
from them were set forth in the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights.  Commitment to these principles has 
encouraged all religious groups, despite their 
theological disagreements, to participate in soci-
ety, while allowing each group to maintain its 
identity.  Agreement on these fundamental val-
ues could occur because, despite the multitude 
of Creeds, almost all the faiths and the vast 
majority of the people in the nation were and are 
Christian. 

While religious beliefs and practices are 
pluralistic, the overall social culture of America 
continues to move toward being unitary and 
secular.  Although immigrants bring their home 
country customs with them which they attempt 

to maintain in the new setting, within a genera-
tion or two their mores and ways are blended 
into the national mainstream, creating a slightly 
modified, but still generally uniform way of life. 

Public education, the growth of mega-
corporations, nationwide marketing, and mass 
media have been major forces in producing a 
homogenization, since they bring the whole 
population, especially the younger generation 
who are in the most impressionable periods of 
their lives, under the same influences and ideas.  
Add to this the strong movement to secularize 
society and remove religion from the public 
sphere, and it is exceedingly difficult for any 
religion to stand against the pervasive and over-
whelming pressures of the culture.  As a result, 
the social, political, and even moral views sepa-
rating religious groups have diminished steadily 
over time. 

In this unitary, secular environment there 
is little room for transcendental concepts which 
are fundamental to the Catholic or even the 
Christian view – of a Creator God, the soul, 
heaven, hell, and Last Judgment.  Today, the 
values and social attitudes of the entire popula-
tion, Catholics and non-Catholics alike, have 
become very alike.  The views of many Catho-
lics, in spite of the teachings of the Catholic 
Church, do not differ appreciably from those of 
non-Catholics on issues of feminism, the consti-
tution of the family, sexual behavior, homo-
sexuality, the exclusion of religion from the 
public sphere, human life issues, and similar 
matters. 

If Catholicism is to flourish and continue 
to affect the secular culture in America – and in 
Europe -- it is important that Catholics under-
stand and know their faith, be willing to pro-
mote and defend their beliefs, and most of all be 
desirous of leading a Catholic way of life. 

The Knights of Columbus is taking a step 
to assist its members in this regard.  Supreme 
Chaplain Bishop William E. Lori is using his 
monthly column in Columbia magazine to pre-
sent a faith-formation program.  Begun in Janu-
ary of this year, each issue discusses a funda-
mental aspect of the faith as outlined in the 
Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church.  The aim, as Bishop Lori says, is to 
give Knights knowledge “to embrace the faith 
and be the men their families need and society 
needs.”  It behooves each of us to study and take 
these lessons to heart. 

�����	����� �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

E PLURIBUS  UNUM  
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Registration:  12:00  to 12:50 pm 
 

Game times: 1:00  to 4:00 pm 
 

Awards ceremony : 5:00 to 5:30  pm 
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For children in Chess Clubs from area schools:  Our Lady of Lourdes, Holy Cross, 
St. Jane de Chantal, St. Mary’s, Our Lady of Mercy, Holy Redeemer, St. Bart’s, Little 

Flower, Woods Academy, Stone Ridge, and others.  (All individuals welcome) 
 

$7.00 Fee - Donation to Rock Creek Charity Fund. 
 

For more information, contact  each school Chess Coach or Tom Stallone, Chairman of the event, 
at 703-898-2133 or through e-mail at  tastallone1@comcast.net 



We had 90 reservations for 
our annual St. Valentine’s 
Party-Meeting, so I purchased 
food for that number of guests.  
As chairman of the event I 
drove to the Council early to 
check the grounds and the 
roads.  It was raining and the 
area was only wet.  Still, we had 
25 no-shows and at $10.00 
each, the Seniors’ lost $250.00.  
including guests and the Barbershoppers 
Quartet we sixty-six attendees.  I saw some 
very large “doggie bags”!  Congratulations to 
Helen Fincutter and Gerry Kane as this year’s 
St. Valentine’s Day Honorees. 

Many thanks to all who helped, espe-
cially Tom Michalik and his son Mark, who 
helped Darlene Coleman and me set-up the 
hall, Jean Gordon for making the flyer, 
Maggie Debettencourt for the mailing, Helen 
Fincutter and Helen Brennan for taking care 
of the checking in, our V.P. Jim Young, Neil 
Dorian and Jim McCabe for tending the bar, 
Charlie and Marge Swanke for the beautiful 
table decorations, Lois Gargano for her all-
around help, and Ann Doby & Hilda Stofko 
for running the 50/50.  This was one of our 
largest pots! Congratulations to Vern Swiger. 

We were honored to have Bro. Ed Ad-
ams and Sister Mary Adams as our guests.  
Our member Jim Nalls and his Barbershop-
pers Quarter did another great job. 

In my last report I forgot to mention that 
we were honored to have had our Grand 
Knight Tony Ibáñez and First Lady Leslie 
attend our January Meeting at Saphire’s Café. 

On Wednesday, March 12, 
we will hold our Annual St. Pat-
rick’s Party-Meeting.  We will 
have Dorothy Bush and her key-
boards providing the musical 
entertainment.  This will be a 
catered event and RESERVA-
TIONS ONLY.  A flyer will be 
sent to those who did not attend 
our St. Valentine’s Party.  No 
one volunteered to chair this 

event.  Right now we are working on getting 
a band for a party in April or May. 

 
Please invite your clergy to our func-

tions, and support our Council’s as well. 
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 
   

PRAYER CORNER 
In your prayers remember: Eureka & 

Elizabeth Arcand, Bill Bartels, Tom Becker, 
William “Will” Bello, Larry Bisnett, John 
Bruce, PGK Larry Cain, Ray Celada, Jinny 
Chwirut, Maureen Collins, Barbara and Joe 
Dolan, Regina England, PGK Joe Falzon, Ed 
Flaim, Jane Frank, Marge Gallery, Lois Gar-
gano, Katharine Giodati, Art and  Carole 
Hanley, Stacey Harim, PGK, PSD Gene Ho-
gan, Marie Horan, Fr. Matt Kieman, Julia 
Marcus (Art Hanley’s granddaughter), James 
Marketos, Tony Mastro, Leona Newton, our 
Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. William O’Donnell, 
John O’Keefe, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen 
Patrice, Anna Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, 
George and Joan Reed, Pat Siemien, John and 
Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray Timm, 
Joselyn Walter Graham and Regina Walter, 
Barbara Waters, R. Joyce Waters, my cousin 
Bernice Wilt, Edwina Wittrock, Louise 
Young, Nick and Karen Zack and Fran & 
Frank Zello. 

Pray for the souls of  Anna Kennedy, 
widow of our Council member Walt Ken-
nedy; Marian Willard, sister of Norb Wit-
trock; Gertrude King, Bill La Fey 
(Commander of A.L. Post 105), and Edward 
Louis Flaim, son of our members Ed & 
Johanna Flaim.  Ed Jr. died in their house 
fire. 
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The Knight Chatter 

 
CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 

 
ASSOCIATE CHAPLAIN  

Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 
GRAND KNIGHT 

Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-235-5839 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Joseph G. Doniger  -  301-365-0376 
CHANCELLOR 

Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 
WARDEN 

John Vivian  -  301-461-3597 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK – 301-469-6099 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

 
OUTSIDE GUARD 

Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
2-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 

3-Year - Vacant 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK – 301-445-3238 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Thomas A. Stallone  - 703 - 898 - 2133 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 

 
LECTURER 

Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 

 
FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 

Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 
 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 
Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 

 
4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 

Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 
 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 

e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
 

WEBMASTER 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 

 

COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

Please call me at 301-493-8883 for  
additions or deletions to this list. 



Non Profit 
Organization 

���!����!����!����!�� ���
Postage Paid 

Bethesda, MD 
Permit No. 7023 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
�

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

12 
SENIORS 

St. Pat’s Party 
12:30 pm 

13 
Rosary 7:30 

 
1st  DEGREE�

14 
 

15 
St. Pat’s Day 

Party 
8 to midnight 

16    
 
 

PALM SUNDAY  

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

K-C CLUB 
7:30 PM 

20 
 
 

HOLY THURSDAY  

21 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY  

22 
 
 

HOLY SATURDAY �

23 
 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 
Social at 8:00 

 

Lecturer’s Series 

28 29 
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8 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

9 
 

SENIORS 
12:30 pm 

10 
Rosary 7:30 

Business Mtg. 8 pm�

11 
 

12 
 

30 
 
 

DIVINE MERCY  

31 
 

 
THE ANNUNCIATION  

1 
 

2 
 

3 
�

4 
 

5 
 


