
My Brother Knights, 
 
 In the past month, I have read a 

couple of newspaper articles that, at 
first glance, would give you cause 
for concern.  The first was an article 
about a widely-publicized study re-
garding religion in America.  It 
showed, among other things, that 
more people who switch religions 
move away from Catholicism than 
any other single religion.  The num-
ber of Catholics overall is remaining 
level, but only because of a large influx of Catholics from foreign 
countries.  So it would appear that the faithful in America are, for 
whatever reason, falling away from the Church. 

 
The other article I thought of was from the newspaper of the 

Archdiocese of Baltimore.  This article was decrying the general 
lack of involvement of men in parish ministries across the Arch-
diocese.  The evidence cited was anecdotal, but the sources 
quoted asserted that in almost every ministry and in almost every 
parish, women outnumber men. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights,     
Having celebrated Easter we 

now turn to the actions and experi-
ences of the early disciples of Jesus 
which have some important implica-
tions in our lives.   

First, the Resurrection of Jesus 
offers hope to believers.  If we per-
severe in faith, we will one day en-
joy eternal life in heaven.  The res-
urrection also offers new life, hope 
and healing to us in the here and 
now of our lives on earth.   

This is so because the power of the Risen Lord Jesus is not 
confined to some distant place in heaven, but is with us now, 
through the presence of the Holy Spirit.   

 
The first step in being transformed by Jesus is to open our 

hearts to the grace of the Holy Spirit.   
The next step is to cooperate with the prompting and move-

ments of the Holy Spirit, for it is in choosing to be faithful to 
God’s plan for our lives that the blessings of peace and joy be-
come ours. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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Pope Benedict XVI receives Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson and Supreme Chaplain Bishop Wil-
liam E. Lori of Bridgeport, Conn., in audience.  This month, the Holy Father visits the U.S.  Let us 
pray for a successful trip and for a renewal in faith of his people in this Country of ours. 
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Grand Knight Ibáñez 

 

 



In this time of Spring and renewal, 
our attention should focus to completing 
our required reports and making sure our 
Council renews its recruiting efforts.   

We have heard this before:  “he al-
ways talks about recruiting.” 

It remains a fact, however, that as 
members age, leave, are transferred to 
other parts of the Country, or (let’s face 
it) die, the number of members in each of 
our Councils decrease. 

 
We all know our active members, 

and they tend to be always the same ones. 
Add these two facts of life, and you 

may soon face member burn-out… and 
nobody to take their place. 

 But look!  There are new members 
coming in, and some of them are willing 
and eager to roll their sleeves and 
WORK! Isn’t that a wonderful view? 

 
That is why each of you must renew 

your efforts and ASK a fellow parishioner 
to join our ranks.  For his community, for 
his parish, for his family, and for himself, 
he really should join us. 

 
 God bless America. 
 
 Tom Schneider 
DD, District 18 
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GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  

 Ladies Auxiliary Report  
  By Jennie P. Morris, President 

Have you made your reservation for 
the Ladies Auxiliary Dessert Card Party?  
Remember the date is MARCH 29, 2008 
from 1-4 PM.  That’s the FIRST SATUR-
DAY AFTER EASTER, so if you gave up 
desserts for Lent, come to the party and 
indulge in a lovely assortment of goodies.  
And be eligible to win one of our many 
door prizes also!  Just give Anne Murphy a 
call at 301-762-2418 and reserve a table 
and give her the names of those who will 
be playing with you.  If you don’t have a 
full table, tell Anne and we will try to 
match you up with a player/players to fill 
out the table.  The ladies have been busy 
making plans, many door prizes have been 
obtained so all we need is card players!! 

 
 The Auxiliary is doubly rewarded by 

your attendance since we like to see our 
guests have a fun afternoon and, by your 
attendance, we can make a generous do-
nation to a deserving charity from our 
receipts.  We have done this since the in-
ception of these card parties and want to 
continue this practice. 

 
 Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 

�������

On the surface, these two articles 
might not seem to have much in common.  
To me, though, they point to cause and ef-
fect.  If many of us men are just not in-
volved in the faith, is it any wonder that 
so many of us are looking elsewhere for 
spiritual fulfillment?  I can’t say why we 
men tend to be less involved in parish 
ministries.  What I can say is that more is 
required of us.  As men, we ought to be 
the leaders of our families, especially in 
spiritual matters.  We should be the ones 
leading the family to Mass, to regular 
confession, putting our Christian faith 
into action every day.  It is incumbent 
upon us as men to lead by example.  What 
this all boils down to is a simple fact: the 
active practice of our faith is essential to 
keeping it alive in our hearts, and in the 
world around us. 

 
The Knights of Columbus have been 

fighting for the survival of Catholicism in 
America since their inception.  When Fa-
ther McGivney founded the Order back in 
1882, all he had to worry about was dis-
crimination against Catholics by the lar-
ger society.  Now we have apathy among 
our ranks to fight against as well.  My 
brother Knights, I know you all are al-
ready out there standing up for our faith 
in the world.  What I would like to see is 
for some of you to come to a meeting and 
share your good news with us.  Tell us 

what you are doing for the Church, tell us 
how you are putting your faith into prac-
tice in your homes.  Your brother Knights 
are having the same trials and triumphs as 
you, but by sharing your experiences we 
can all become stronger.  Who knows… 
maybe your ideas will be the next great 
service project of our council. 

 
It can be tough out there, brother 

Knights, but with God’s help we will all 
keep the faith.   

Vivat Jesus! 
 
 Antonio Ibáñez 
Grand Knight 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Knights helping to collect signatures for the Marriage Protection Act in front of one of our parishes. 



On Thursday, the 17th 
of April there will be a 
Mass at the Nationals Park 
celebrated by our Holy 
Father, Benedict XVI.  

I am sure that each of 
the six parishes under our 
Council has established 
some method of distribut-
ing tickets to their parish-
ioners. If you are not one of 
the fortunate ones, I as-
sume that this will be televised. Since this 
is early in the month, you should inquire if 

and when this might take 
place. It is possible that 
the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington may have some 
other type of program to 
share with those in the 
area. 

On Saturday, the 19th 
of April, the Council will 
present something easier 
for you to attend. Re-
member, this the time that 

we will host our own Marian Hour of 
Prayer. PGK Roberto Ibáñez has spear-
headed this effort, for which we are all 
most grateful. He informs us that the theme 
for this hour shall be “The Many Faces of 
Mary”. When you attend, you may bring 
some picture, statuette or memorabilia of 
Our Blessed Mother. We will have one or 
two large tables set up with covers where 
we will display them. I suggest that you 
place some method of distinguishing what 
you bring just in case there are some items 
similar to yours.  

Our Chaplain, Msgr. Vincent Gatto, 
will preside and we will be most fortunate 
to have George and Rebecca Cruz, again, 
furnish us with music. We have tried to 
select well-known songs so that most of us 
will be able to sing heartily. Know that the 
recitation of the Rosary of Our Lady 
(Joyous Mysteries) will be party of the 
program. Various members of the Council 
and groups within the Council will have a 
roll to play in the event. 

There will be some light refreshments 
following the program. Call friends and 

ask them to join us. Bring your wife and 
family to this program, which many of us 
hope becomes an annual event.  

 
Finally, it is my pleasure to report that 

our Parish Round Tables are well and 
working, as much as our respective Pastors 
will allow.  At Holy Cross parish, the 
Round Table prepared a booklet which is 
used to prepare the new Altar Servers, ex-
pertly taught by our Liaison with that Par-
ish, PGK Roberto Ibáñez.  The booklet is 
so well put together that Holy Redeemer’s 
Parish Round Table will use it to create 
their own beginning with the next Class of 
Altar Servers.  Well done, brothers, and 
keep up the good work! 

God Bless. 
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 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

PGK Peter Ferrigno 
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Cost: $60.00 
per Person�

INCLUDES:  
 

1st Class Air-Conditioned Bus 
Continental Breakfast on the bus 

Coffee, sodas and snacks 
 

$21.00 Rebate upon arrival at the 
Hilton Hotel Casino, plus $5.00 food credit 

For a Buffet Lunch and desserts there. 
 

For more information and reservations call 
��,-.��',%/��*�+0�1�022�*�
�.�������%,��*�+0���0*�1��
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Maryland State Council 
 
The Maryland State Council offers a 

series of meetings designed to help 
Council Activity Chairmen, Officers and 
members in general to achieve each 
Council’s goals.  State Officers and 
Chairmen are always available to answer 
questions and offer their advice.   

 
Other highlights of its calendar: 

· April 5—Maryland District 4th De-
gree Exemplification 

· April 19—Cardinal’s Charity Ball 
· May 16-18—110th Annual Maryland 

State Convention at Ocean City 
 

The State Convention is the place 
to be in May.  Bring the entire family, as 
not only the hotel is children-friendly, 
complete with a great indoor swimming 
pool, but there also will be activities 
geared to them.  Our ladies, as always, 
will also have their own program. 

 

McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

The McNamara Chapter of Grand 
Knights meets every month, with many 
of the State Chairmen and Chair Officers 
in attendance to help and advise Grand 
Knights and Council officers to achieve 
their individual goals. 

 
The April Chapter meeting will be 

held at Holy Face Council # 3849, in 
Great Mills, on Wednesday 16. The 
meeting continues with the series geared 
to DGKs, this month with the Theme 
“Recruiting Officers and Program 
Chairs.”   

For more information contact GK 
Ibáñez.  

 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Our Assembly normally meets every 
third Thursday of the month at Fr. 
Rosensteel Council, #2169 at 8:00 pm, 
with Rosary beginning at 7:30 pm.  

The April meeting will then take 
place on the 17th . 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 

 

On Saturday, March 15, Pope Bene-
dict XVI approved a decree recognizing 
the heroic virtue of Father Michael J. 
McGivney, founder of the Knights of Co-
lumbus. The pope’s declaration signifi-
cantly advances the priest’s process to-
ward sainthood and gives the parish priest 
the distinction of “Venerable Servant of 
God.” If canonized, Father McGivney 
would be the first American born priest to 
be so honored. 

 “All of us who are members of the 
Knights of Columbus are profoundly 
grateful for this recognition of the holiness 
of our founder,” said Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson. “The strength of the Knights of 
Columbus today is a testament to his time-
less vision, his holiness and his ideals.” 

Worried about the religious faith and 
financial stability of immigrant families, 
Father McGivney founded the Knights of 
Columbus with the help of several men of 
St. Mary’s Parish in New Haven in 1882 
to help strengthen the faith of the men of 
his parish and to provide financial assis-
tance in the event of their death to the wid-
ows and orphans they left behind. He was 
also known for his tireless work among his 
parishioners. 

Born in Waterbury, Conn., Aug. 12, 
1852, Michael Joseph McGivney, was the 
first of Patrick and Mary (Lynch) McGiv-
ney’s 13 children, six of whom died in 
infancy or early childhood. His parents, 
natives of Ireland, had immigrated to the 
United States during the 19th century. Pat-
rick was a molder in a Waterbury brass 
mill, where Michael himself worked for a 

brief time as a child to help support the 
family. 

From an early age, however, he real-
ized a calling to the Catholic priesthood. 
After studying in several seminaries, he 
was ordained in that Baltimore’s historic 
Cathedral by Cardinal James Gibbons Dec. 
22, 1877. 

He took up his first assignment, as 
curate at St. Mary’s Church, New Haven, 
Conn., Jan. 2, 1878. Father McGivney was 
named pastor of St. Thomas Church in 
Thomaston, Conn. in 1884. He became 
seriously ill with pneumonia in January 
1890, and died Aug. 14, 1890 at age 38. 

The cause, or process, for Father 
McGivney’s sainthood, was opened by 
Hartford Archbishop Daniel A. Cronin, in 
December 1997. The cause was presented 
to the Vatican in 2000, where it has been 
under review by the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints. With the pope’s recent 
decree, and the authentication of a miracle 
at Father McGivney’s intercession, the 
priest could be beatified.  

A second miracle would be required 
for canonization. 

ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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NEWS FROM  SUPREME  

Vatican Approves Decree of 
'Heroic Virtue' for Father 
Michael J. McGivney 



Recently, Michelle Malkin, a 
nationally syndicated colum-
nist, wrote an article in the 
Washington Times, which she 
titled “Silence no more.”  In it 
she related a story of the sui-
cide of 30-year-old Emma 
Beck, a young British artist 
who hung herself after the 
abortion of her twin babies. 
Her boyfriend did not want the 

children, so she felt that she had “no choice” and went to the 
hospital to end their lives. Left with intense grief from her deci-
sion, she decided to take her own life. In a note left behind, she 
wrote, “I should never have 
had an abortion. I see now I 
would have been a good 
mum. I told everyone I didn’t 
want to do it, even at the hos-
pital. I was frightened, now it 
is too late. I died when my 
babies died. I want to be with 
my babies- they need me, no 
one else does.”  The British 
court, in reviewing this case 
concluded that Emma Beck 
was not given the opportunity 
to see a counselor. Michelle 
Malkin states “Feminists 
shush women with post-
abortion regrets. Population 
control zealots and Planned 
Parenthood drum it into the heads of young women around the 
world.” 

This scenario is the very reason why there are so many 
Pregnancy Crisis Centers out there, willing to give assistance 
and support. Unlike the abortion clinics, they do whatever they 
can to help the pregnant child or woman, without cost to the 

client. 
Planned Parenthood is anxious to put an end to these pro-

life groups.  
Why you ask? Because there is much money to be made at 

these abortion mills, even beyond the abortion itself. 
Silent No More Awareness, a pro-life organization, cam-

paigns to makes the public aware that abortion can be emotion-
ally, physically and spiritually harmful to women.  

On the 13th of March, my wife and I attended the 29th An-
nual Maryland March for Life. This started with a Mass at St. 
Mary’s Church in Annapolis, then the march to Annapolis State 
House. This was also a support to oppose the bills SB 690 and 
HB1146.  

These bills are based on accusations that the centers had 
made, by political groups representing abortion providers and 
who seek to discourage women from attending the centers for 
help. The bill would disparage the center’s credibility with cli-

ents by forcing them to tell 
the clients that they are under 
no obligation to provide 
“factual information,” which 
is about as far from the truth 
that one could get. 
Why do I mention all this in 
the Chatter? As a pro-life 
organization, it is in part our 
obligation to inform others 
that taking the life of the un-
born is not acceptable in 
God’s eyes.  
Every time you come to the 
Council, just take a look at 
the Memorial to the Unborn 
in our front yard. If you want 
to know what you can do, 

support one of the many Pro-Life Centers trying to do just that. 
Birthright of Montgomery County is one of them.  Also, tell 
our local, state and federal government that enough is enough. 
We do not want our tax dollars to be spent to kill babies.  

 
God Bless.  
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 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

Peter & Mary Ann Ferrigno 
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Sunday, April 27, 2008 
1 to 4 PM 

Dance to the music provided by 
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Rock Creek Council, No. 2797 
Cantrel Hall 

5417 West Cedar Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland  20814 

 
Barbecue Luncheon    —    Cost: $20.00 per person 

       $1.00 Cash bar 
�.5.�;%&��,5�%�.�%�8'5&�9)��4'�5(%)��������
1&4�

 
Make your check payable to “Rock Creek Seniors” 

And mail it to: Tom Locraft, 5906 Tudor Lane, Rockville, MD  20852 



Finally, the Resurrection reminds us 
that there are no defeats in life.   

Just as God the Father raised Jesus from 
the dead, so does He bring good out of any 
hardship we face.  This is a promise of the 
Resurrection, provided we have the courage 
to persevere in faith.   

 
This is the day the Lord has made, let 

us rejoice and be glad! Happy Easter!  
 
Sincerely in the Risen Lord, 
Monsignor Gatto  

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
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If you haven’t visited the Knights of 
Columbus Web site in a while, I encourage 
you to do so the next time you’re online.  
We’ve added many new features to 
www.kofc.org, but there are two that I 
wish to make you especially aware of. 

The first is our member testimonial 
area, titled “Stages of Life.”  In this multi-
media area, six “real-life” stories are told – 
stories of people at different stages of their 
lives.  Chances are, one of them will sound 
a lot like yours.  These people talk about 
how their Knights of Columbus agent took 
the time to demonstrate for them the need 
for life insurance in their lives.  I’ll be 
happy to do that for you and your family as 
well. 

The second is our Life Insurance Cal-
culator.  This handy, easy-to-use online 
tool was developed to allow you, in about 
15-20 minutes, to estimate the amount of 
life insurance coverage you need.  The 
information you’ll be asked to provide will 
be basic (the type most folks would tend to 
have at their fingertips), and secure (it’s 
intended to be used solely for the purposes 
of the online calculator – the Order won’t 
capture it or share it with anyone, includ-
ing me!). 

I stress that the number you’ll receive 
is an estimate, based on the basic informa-
tion you provide.  It’s not intended to take 
the place of the free, professional needs 
analysis that I’ll be happy to provide for 
you and your family.  Give me a call – I’d 
like to meet with you. 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 

<���� ���
� ����<	�"�

On Thursday, March 13, 2008, 
Rock Creek’s First Degree Team exem-
plified the Degree to two new members 
for the Council.   

We welcome: 
Matthew Tifford  
 and  
Gerald Sullivan 

These new brother knights were 
brought to the fold by one of our newest 
members: Art Harris. 

Our hearty congratulations, for hav-
ing achieved this important step towards 
full knighthood.   

To exert full benefits from your 
membership, make sure that you become 
as active as your family and work sched-
ules will allow.  Make your family part 
of ours! 

 
Welcome to our Council, brothers.   

FIRST DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION  

Council Activities 
2008  DUES  REMINDER 
By. Joseph A. Murphy, Financial Secretary 
 

If you have not paid your 2008 dues yet, you probably have on the kitchen 
table our reminder for prompt submission.  If you are ill, or have some special 
circumstance that prevents you from paying, let us know.  We will arrange an 
agreeable solution. 

Also, I would like to remind you to consider becoming a Booster member.  
Boosters pay $100 or more in addition to their regular dues, and are admitted to 
certain Council functions for free.  It can be a very good way to support the 
Council if you don’t have the time to give us a few hours of your effort. 

Finally, during the course of the year, it is customary for the Council to 
take ads in the program books for various functions, such as the Maryland State 
Council Convention, the Columbus Day Ball, the Fourth Degree Exemplifica-
tion, The Archbishop’s Banquet for the Kennedy Institute, and a variety of par-
ish functions.   To defray the costs of these ads, we are soliciting patrons.  For 
an additional cost of $5, you will be listed as a patron in all ads taken by the 
Council. All this is spelled-out in the above mentioned Dues Notice, right on 
your kitchen table...�

LECTURE SERIES 
On January 24, 2008, Rock Creek’s Lecturer, PGK Larry Grayson, brought to 

members, families and friends the very interesting and emotion-filled presence of 
PGK Joe Cantrel, son of our First Grand Knight, Joseph Cantrel.  Joe was just a 
boy when the Council was formed, and he has first-hand memories of our growing 
pains, difficulties… and successes.  With stories, anecdotes and little-known facts, 
he lead the attendance through a wonderful stroll through Memory Lane. 

The Lecture series continued with a talk about Financial Planning in February, 
and another about Maryland’s Catholic History in March. 

Keep an eye for the next one in the series. 
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Youth Activities 
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Registration:  12:00  to 12:50 pm 
 

Game times: 1:00  to 4:00 pm 
 

Awards ceremony : 5:00 to 5:30  pm 
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For children in Chess Clubs from area schools:  Our Lady of Lourdes, Holy Cross, 
St. Jane de Chantal, St. Mary’s, Our Lady of Mercy, Holy Redeemer, St. Bart’s, Little 

Flower, Woods Academy, Stone Ridge, and others.  (All individuals welcome) 
 

$7.00 Fee - Donation to Rock Creek Charity Fund. 
 

For more information, contact  each school Chess Coach or Tom Stallone, Chairman of the event, 
at 703-898-2133 or through e-mail at  tastallone1@comcast.net 
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America, from its founding, has been a 
pluralistic society welcoming people of 
diverse backgrounds, nationalities, relig-
ions and cultures.  This has resulted in a 
nation whose strength lies in the multiplic-
ity and diversity of ideas and talents of its 
populace.  Within a generation or two, the 
customs and mores brought by the then-
immigrants have harmonized with the ex-
tant ones to move towards a new, modified, 
unitary culture – a culture that receives 
continual refreshment from the arrival of 
new peoples. 

The social history of this evolving 
American way of life has been one of striv-
ing for unity-amid-diversity.  While never 
perfect, the success of the societal “mixing 
bowl” has rested on a communal commit-
ment to tolerance and respect for individual 
rights.  It also has required a broad consen-
sus among the multiple communities, mi-
nority and majority alike, on the nation’s 
core beliefs and cultural values.  Without 
this consensus, the nation could not con-
tinue to exist – at least as a democracy. 

More recently, the tradi-
tional approach to pluralism 
has been transformed, as the 
emphasis has been to cele-
brate diversity over unity.  
While this may appear to be 
more tolerant, open-minded 
or progressive, with a 
greater commitment to pro-
mote equality and together-
ness, it has a significant 
flaw.  Multiculturalism 
is based on relativism.  
In its drive for impartial-
ity and equity, it presents every culture and 
society as equally desirable and beneficial 
– except that of the prevailing majority 
which is consistently denigrated and pres-
sured to be contrite for failings that were 
corrected generations ago.  Peoples of 
other cultures are encouraged to express 
their traditions in glorified ways, but those 
of the country’s dominant culture are ma-
ligned with accusations of intolerance, big-
otry, or nativism when they try to exhibit 
pride in the aims, ideals, achievements, 
heroes, struggles, sufferings, and triumphs 
of the nation’s past. 

Multiculturalism ignores the necessity 
for a common set of values.  It acknowl-
edges and promotes separate group identi-
ties and disparate societal principles.  To 
obtain recognition and acquire special 
rights, groups speak with indignation and 
outrage, claiming histories of abuse.  A 
common identity for the faction is pro-
moted through consciousness raising and 
an emphasis on things that separate it from 
the rest of society.  Spokesmen for the 
group assert that its members are victims of 
discrimination, a concept that is constantly 
enlarged and used to limit the freedom of 
opinion and autonomy of conscience of 
others.  A charge of discrimination is a 
powerful accusation, especially in a nation 
founded on freedom, and often suppresses 
opposing views. 

 
When core principles are in conflict, 

as when minority groups hold views or 
pursue activities that are anathema to the 
larger society, the nation becomes frag-
mented.  Bitter conflicts arise when one 

group makes statements, 
displays images or behaves 
in ways that offend the ma-
jority, especially when those 
actions are an attack on reli-
gious beliefs.  Group identity 
then becomes a source of 
dissent, rather than adding to 
the richness of a shared cul-
ture. 

Militant factions often 
redefine words to extend 
their meaning and justify 
previously unacceptable 

behavior, create new rights, or socially 
sanction others.  Claims of privacy are used 
to justify abortion; artistic expression to 
legitimize lewd public behavior and deni-
grate religious symbols; tolerance to negate 
objections to same sex marriage; oppres-
sion to cower the Church into conferring 
priestly ordination on women.  Catholic 
hospitals, doctors, and pharmacists are ex-
coriated for violating a patient’s presumed 
rights when they refuse to provide contra-
ceptives and abortifacients, even though 
those actions are in accord with their reli-
gious beliefs. 

The strength and permanence of a so-
ciety, especially a democracy in which 
government is invested in the people, re-
quires a commitment to shared constants 
that provide criteria for communal action.  
America was founded on Christian princi-
ples.  Its common standards are based on 
values and virtues that are best taught by 
religion.  But this nation, as Europe before 
it, has relegated religion to the private 
sphere and banned any mention of God 
from public discourse or expression.  When 
there is no belief that God is central to our 
lives or no respect and reverence for that 
which is holy, individuals attempt to 
achieve self-fulfillment through a predomi-
nant focus on wealth, consumerism, and 
personal pleasure.  The results are declin-
ing moral standards, a neglect of the com-
mon good and, at best, a temporary faith-
fulness to family and community. 

America has succeeded on the basis of 
pluralism, in which a balance has been 
struck between adherence to a common set 
of values – based on Christian teachings – 
and the prerogative for peoples of varying 
backgrounds and beliefs to maintain their 
own identities.  Multiculturalism, which 
often promotes relativistic secularism, un-
dermines core values such as freedom of 
conscience, the dignity of the individual, 
human rights at all stages of life, concern 
for the common good, and patriotism.  
American, without those values, is a pro-
fane and hedonistic society. 

The Knights of Columbus, with ap-
proximately 1.5 million members in the 
United States, can have a very significant 
effect on the future of this nation by, as 
Pope Benedict XVI has stated, continuing 
“with renewed energy the Church's evan-
gelizing mission in the context of modern 
cultural movements”.  It can work to 
strengthen the understanding of the Catho-
lic Faith among its members, encourage 
them to live and lead their families accord-
ing to these teachings, and serve as a cata-
lyst in the public arena to strengthen the 
Christian principles that underlie the cul-
ture of the nation.  We must once again act 
and live as if we are one nation under 
God. 

Vivat Jesus! 

�����	��
�� �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

M ULTICULTURALISM  IS NOT PLURALISM  

All cultures do not support liberty, 
equality, rule of law, freedom of relig-

ion, freedom of speech, etc. 
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Brother Frank Villoso again prepared an ever-refilling menu of 
Irish fare (corned beef, cabbage, potatoes, and all the trimmings, 
complete with loaves of Irish soda bread on each table, delicious cake 
for dessert, and plenty of coffee and tea for those who wanted it.. 

The service was amiable and jovial (see above) and the atten-
dees found their way for seconds without much trouble. 

Brother Mark Emory made sure the bar was well-stocked with 
Irish beer, plus the always popular red and white wines. 

Cantrel Hall’s decorated tables were filled with delectable 
goodies… and the dancing floor was also pretty full with couples 
enjoying their favorite band.   

Lads and lasses of all ages not only had plenty to eat and drink, 
but also fount time to sing-along many well-known Irish tunes, ex-
pertly led by the famous Irish Band The O’Continentals, who again 
provided almost non-stop dancing music from 8 pm right until the 
clock announced it was already Sunday! 

Many had to run home before Leprechauns turned their ruby 
slippers into pumpkins (I think I am mixing up my fairy tales here). 

PGK Vince Bunag and Lady Glenda, had maybe a moment or two to relax, be-
cause he (as the chairman of the event) was always from this corner to the other, mak-
ing sure everything was just as he had planned.  Well done, Vince and Glenda! 

PGK Bunag had only one complaint:  You were not there! 
It is al most a shame that more members don’t take advantage of 

the many opportunities the Council offers for their enjoyment. 



We had over 80 members 
and guests make reservations 
for our St. Pat’s party-meeting.  
We were honored to have Msgr. 
John Brady, Bro. Ed Adams, 
Sister Mary Adams and Deacon 
Bob Hubbard as our guests.  
Chesapeake Catering Co. did 
another great job with the food.  
Dorothy Bush provided excep-
tionally good Irish music and 
had us “jumping” on the dancing floor again! 

A special thanks to Tom Locraft for do-

ing a yeoman’s job in putting our finances 
and reservations together after his sojourn to 
Florida.  (I hope he didn’t take the Seniors’ 
checkbook with him).  Also thanks to Darlene 
Coleman and Neil Dorian for helping me set-
up the hall (with my ailing back I won’t be 
able to do this again); to Bill Kiley for tend-
ing the bar, Helen Fincutter for taking care of 
the door, Charlie and Marge Swanke for the 
great table decorations; to Ann Doby and 
Hilda Stofko for the 50/50, and to Helen 
Brennan for keeping our minutes. 

I received a brochure from the Ironbirds 
Baseball Club and asked how many would 
like to go on a trip to this park or another in 
the area.  A number of hands went up; but 

when I asked for someone to 
chair this event… not one hand 
went up.  This is very discourag-
ing as it only requires someone 
making up phone calls.  I can’t 
keep chairing all of these func-
tions! 

We will hold another Coun-
try-Western Party.  This will be 
with a new band and will take 
place on Sunday, April 27, 2008, 

from 1 to 4 pm.  Get your reservations in 
early as this will be a sellout.  A flyer will be 
sent to all paid members who were not at the 
St. Pat’s Party.  

If someone would like to chair a function 
in May or June, please call me. 

Please invite your clergy to our functions 
and support our Council’s as well. 

 
 GOD BLESS AMERICA AND OUR MILITARY! 

 
 PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers remember: Emelia 
Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, Tom Becker, Dom Bellia, William 
“Will” Bello, Larry Bisnett, John Bruce, Ray 
Celada, Jinny Chwirut, Maureen Collins, Bar-
bara and Joe Dolan, Regina England, PGK 
Joe Falzon, Ed Flaim, Jane Frank, Marge 
Gallery, Lois Gargano, Katharine Giodati, 
Art and  Carole Hanley, Stacey Harim, PGK, 
PSD Gene Hogan, Marie Horan, Fr. Matt 
Kieman, Julia Marcus (Art Hanley’s grand-
daughter), Birthe McCabe, James Marketos, 
our Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. William 
O’Donnell, John O’Keefe, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. 
Maureen Patrice, Anna Pitcher, Fr. David 
Pollak, George and Joan Reed, Bridget 
Shanahan Pat Siemien, John and Estelle 
Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray Timm, Joselyn 
Walter Graham and Regina Walter, Barbara 
Waters, R. Joyce Waters, my cousin Bernice 
Wilt, Edwina Wittrock, Louise Young, Nick 
and Karen Zack and Fran & Frank Zello. 

Pray for the souls of  Leona Newton, 
Dennis J. Reilly (member of the Seniors and a 
good friend of mine), our Council members 
PGK Larry Cain and Tony Mastro.  God 
Bless them and their families. 

Page 11  Apr i l  2008  

��',-���
.%(.�5�

The Knight Chatter 

 
CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 

 
ASSOCIATE CHAPLAINS  

Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 
Deacon Robert Hubbard - 301-942-1522 

 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-235-5839 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Joseph G. Doniger  -  301-365-0376 

CHANCELLOR 
Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 

WARDEN 
John Vivian  -  301-461-3597 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK – 301-469-6099 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
2-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 

3-Year - Vacant 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK – 301-445-3238 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Thomas A. Stallone  - 703 - 898 - 2133 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 
 

LECTURER 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 

 
FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 

Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 
 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 
Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 

 
4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 

Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 

e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
 

WEBMASTER 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 

 
BAR MANAGER 

Mark Emory  -  301493-4336 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

Please call me at 301-493-8883 for  
additions or deletions to this list. 

 



Non Profit 
Organization 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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30 
 
 

DIVINE MERCY  

31 
 

 
THE ANNUNCIATION  

1 
 

2 
 

3 
�

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

9 
SENIORS 
12:30 pm 

10 
Rosary 7:30 

 
1st  DEGREE�

11 
 

12 
CHATTER 
DEADLINE 

13 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

K-C CLUB 
7:30 PM 

17 
 

 

18 
 

19  Marian 
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20 
CHESS 

TOURNAMENT 

21 
 

22 
 

23 24 
Social at 8:00 

 

 

25 26 
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4 
 

5 
 

6 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

7 
 

SENIORS 
12:30 pm 

8 
Rosary 7:30 

Business Mtg. 8 pm�

9 
 

10 
 

27 
Seniors’ 

Country-Western 
1 - 4 PM 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

1 
 

THE ASCENSION 
OF THE LORD �

2 
TEACHERS 

APPRECIATION 

3 
 


