
My Brother Knights, 
 
 With May now upon us, Spring 

is in full force, and Summer is right 
on the doorstep.  As the trees and our 
lawns awaken from their winter 
slumber, so our council is picking up 
the pace with regard to activities. 

During the weekend of April 18-
20 we held a number of events.  Fri-
day, April 18 was our first-ever at-
tempt at a Bring-A-Friend Night, 
where we invited all you members to 
the council lounge, and asked that you bring a friend who would 
make a good Knight with you.  Because we don’t have email ad-
dresses for many of you, the message did not get very widely cir-
culated, so the attendance fell somewhat short of my expecta-
tions.  Nevertheless, we will attempt to recruit in this manner 
again, and hopefully have a good time in the process. 

On Saturday, April 19 we held our first Annual Marian Hour 
of Prayer, and it was a rousing success.  For those of you who 
weren’t there, the sight of close to fifty of your brothers and their 
families gathered to honor Our Lady was quite moving.  It was 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights, 
 

 Celebrating the Feast of the 
Ascension of our Lord reminds us of 
the Apostles, standing looking up at 
the sky.  They could not compre-
hend what had happened to them.  
It was not only the Ascension that 
puzzled them, but what had tran-
spired over the 40 days since their 
friend and teacher had been put to 
death.  What a roller coaster of 
events!   

They had lived through the condemnation of Jesus; his pas-
sion and death; and ultimately his resurrection.  He had returned 
to them for 40 days, teaching them.  But on Ascension Day he 
had taken leave of them, just as he said he would.   

There was a difference now, though.  On that day they 
would descend the mountain in expectation and hope, not in 
grief, as they had some 40 days earlier.  Christ had entrusted 
them with His saving mission to preach, teach and baptize.  He 
promised to be with them always in this mission and to give them 
the very power of His Holy Spirit.  They were not to be orphans, 

(Continued on page 3) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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Rev. Msgr. Vincent Gatto, our Chaplain, was the Celebrant and Homilist at our 1st Annual Marian 
Hour of Prayer, held at Cantrel Hall on Saturday, April 19, at 10 am.  Please read related article on 
Page 3 and see photos of the event on Page 10. 
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Grand Knight Ibáñez 
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We are in the middle of the last quar-
ter in the current Columbian Year.   The 
plans originally laid by each Council have 
been completed, or are going to be. 

 
Now, with the elections of new offi-

cers, new plans are being drawn to con-
tinue with time-tested activities and the 
inclusion of new ones which will cer-
tainly rejuvenate each of our Councils.  
As we all know, this work must address 
the good of our community, include our 
families, and inspire and entertain our 
youth.  Special emphasis must be given to 
the work of the Church and the growth of 
the Council, for without it, none of the 
rest will be possible. 

There will be several First Degrees 
exemplified in our District in this quarter.  
Invite good Catholic men to join us and 
bring them to any of these exemplifica-
tions so that they won’t have to wait too 
long to be accepted into our fold.  Once 
they are Brother Knights, don’t forget 
them and include them in the very plans 
we spoke about before. 

 
Let’s roll up our sleeves and continue 

with the work of the Order! 
 
 God bless America. 
 
 Tom Schneider 
DD, District 18 
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GRAND KNIGHT ’S REPORT  

 Ladies Auxiliary Report  
  By Jennie P. Morris, President 

Thank you!  Thank you! To all who 
made the Ladies Auxiliary Benefit Spring 
Card Party a success!  While we did not 
have the number of attendees as in previ-
ous years, everyone who did attend had an 
enjoyable afternoon, and many left with a 
door prize!  The  Auxiliary members began 
work on this project several months be-
forehand – soliciting and picking up door 
prizes, inviting card players to attend and 
taking reservations; then on the date of the 
party -  bringing and setting up the card 
tables, providing delicious desserts, and 
making sure the baked goods and bever-
ages were replenished, donating wine for 
the raffle, and, of course, cleaning up after 
the party. 

  
It does take a “village” to make a 

success of a project by individuals willing 
to give their time and talents to help with 
the work and people to support the event 
by their attendance.  I would like to ac-
knowledge and thank Chris Fincutter, 
though not a member, who assembled the 
Basket of Cheer and sold tickets to the 
attendees.  The raffle brought in additional 
money to add to our receipts. This means 
that all of this participation has made it 
possible for us to make a generous dona-
tion to St. Joseph’s House in Silver Spring, 
the charity we chose to benefit from this 
year’s card party.  

  
Now that Spring appears to be really 

here, the Auxiliary hopes to get in a visit to 
Brookside Gardens, the Franciscan Mon-
astery (especially when the rose garden is 
in bloom), or to the Baltimore Cathedral.  
We’ll discuss those possibilities at our 
May meeting.  Care to join us?  New mem-
bers are always welcome.  The meeting in 
May will be Tuesday, May 13th, at 1:30 
PM at the Council home.  If you have any 
questions about any of this don’t hesitate 
to call me at 301/530-0210.  
 
 God bless! 

�������

also fitting that we 
pray before the 
Blessed Mother , 
Queen of the Ameri-
cas, during the visit of 
the Holy Father Pope 
Benedict XVI to our 
shores.  This edition 
of the Chatter will in-
clude a full write-up 
of the event, which we 
hope to repeat every 
year. 

And Sunday, April 20 saw the re-
newal of our annual Children’s Chess 
Tournament.  Unfortunately, this edition 
of the Chatter went to press before the 
tournament had concluded, but I assure 
you that the event was every bit as suc-
cessful as it has been in years past.  
Thanks to Brother Tom Stallone and his 
entire family for pulling it all together! 

The month of May will see us under-
taking quite a few other activities as well.  
Perhaps no activity that we do here at 
Rock Creek is more important or mean-
ingful than our annual Teachers Appre-
ciation Night.  PGK Wes Chin and 
Brother Alex Vincent have once again 
stepped up to handle this for us, and we 
sincerely appreciate their efforts.  Re-
member, brothers, the 50/50 raffle tickets 
you have received by mail fund this activ-
ity for us, and in many cases our Teachers 

Appreciation Night is 
the only formal recog-
nition that the teachers 
of our parish schools 
receive.  Show them 
how much their work 
for our children means 
to you by sending in 
your raffle tickets and 
checks! 
We have a First Degree 
in May, so all of you 
had better be out 
searching for good 

prospects.  May 16-18 is the annual 
Maryland State Convention in Ocean 
City, which is always a fun time.  I cer-
tainly look forward to seeing many of you 
there.  Also, there will be a VERY IM-
PORTANT meeting for all brother 
Knights on Thursday, May 15.  The meet-
ing will begin in the Hall at 8 PM sharp.  
DGK Joe Doniger and I will be there, and 
the purpose is to talk about the future of 
the council, and more specifically how we 
can get each and every one of you to par-
ticipate in that future.  Please contact me 
directly at 240-432-7838 to let me know 
you will be there. 

My brother Knights, let’s continue to 
work hard for our Church and our com-
munity, and especially for our council in 
its 70th year.  Vivat Jesus! 

 Antonio Ibáñez 
Grand Knight 

(Continued from page 1) 



On April 17th, I had 
the privilege to share, with 
many, the Pope’s jubilant 
Mass at the Nationals Sta-
dium. One cannot visualize 
how so many were able to 
share this time with the 
Pope, unless you were 
there present, or watched 
the Mass on TV.  

Forty-six thousand 
men, women and children 
gathered in one location; for a religious 
gathering, for the celebration of the Holy 
Mass; a Mass lead by the Head of The 
Church, Pope Benedict XVI. Concelebrat-
ing the Mass were fourteen cardinals, 250 
bishops and 1,300 priests. Four choirs 
totaling 570 singers provided angelic mu-
sic before and during the Mass.  

His Holiness arrived greeting the 
crowd riding the perimeter of the park in 
his Popemobile, in a wave of thunderous 
ovation.  He surely left the Park knowing 
we all love him.  

In his papal message, Pope Benedict 
asked U.S. Catholics to look to the future, 
and that we all should become better in-
structed in our faith. No doubt, his mes-
sage was very well received. Archbishop 
Donald Wuerl welcomed Pope Benedict 
and told him what a blessing he is to all 
his people.  

Confessions were provided for those 
wishing to better prepare for communion.  
I am sure many wondered how such an 
enormous “mob” would be handled. All 
would agree that everything proceeded 
surprisingly smoothly. About 300 extraor-
dinary ministers distributed Holy Com-
munion to 46,000 faithful within 20 min-
utes. Pope Benedict did not hesitate to 
mention the American sex-abuse scandal, 
assuring those present that no words of his 
could describe the pain he felt and the 
harm such abuses had inflicted upon the 
Church. Following Mass, we are told that 
Our Holy Father met with several of the 
abused victims at the Vatican Embassy. I 
am sure, if anyone could, His Holiness 
could have made some of the victims real-
ize his sincerity. 

If a visit of The Holy Father was not 
enough excitement for one week, our 
Council held its first Marian Hour of 
Prayer on Saturday April 19th, right in 
Cantrel Hall. 

To give credit 
where credit is due, 
PGK Roberto Ibáñez 
masterminded this event 
in honor of Our Blessed 
Mother.   

Since the theme of 
the event was “The 
Many Faces of Mary,” 
each of us could bring 
our favorite pictures, 
statuettes, or anything 

associated with Mary. These objects were 
placed on two long covered tables in front 
of the congregation. Elevated on a small 
platform, Mary, Queen of the Knights 
stood with a vase of white and pink roses, 
surrounded by statuettes and pictures of 
Mary coming from Japan, Mexico, Bo-
livia, Germany, Italy and everywhere in-
between 

Our Chaplain, Msgr. Vincent S. 
Gatto, was our celebrant and homilist; 
First Lady Leslie R. Ibáñez read from the 
First Letter of St. John; Jennie P. Morris, 
President of the Ladies Auxiliary, lead the 
Responsorial Psalm; Deacon Robert Hub-
bard proclaimed the Gospel according to 
St. John, and Helen Fincutter, of the Sen-
iors Club, lead the Prayers of the Faithful. 

For each of the Joyous Mysteries, GK 
Antonio M. Ibáñez read a narrative fol-
lowed by a short prayer.  Sitting among 
the attendance, DGK Joe Doniger lead the 
1st Decade, Warden John Vivian the 2nd, 
PGK Neil Dorian the 3rd, PGK Larry 
Grayson the 4th and PGK Peter Ferrigno 
the 5th Decade of the Rosary.   

Once again we were most fortunate to 
have George and Rebecca Cruz as our 
cantors.  At the beginning of the Hour 
they lead the group with Immaculate 
Mary; before reciting the Rosary we sang 
Hail, Holy Queen and then concluded the 
Marian Hour with the beautiful Gentle 
Woman. 

Refreshments were prepared for more 
people than those in attendance. Should 
we continue this activity in Honor of Mary 
in subsequent years, I pray that more 
members and friends are in attendance.  

PGK Roberto Ibáñez prepared the 
program guide for the event, and I was in 
charge of the Continental Breakfast which 
closed it. 

God Bless. 
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but His witnesses to the ends of the earth. 
Often we find that we, too, are tempted 

to keep looking up expecting God to do 
something dramatic in our lives.  We may 
forget to look out at the world around us or 
to look within to see what God is expecting 
of us.  In sending the Holy Spirit, Je-
sus gave the Apostles the Spirit of wisdom 
and insight.  This empowered them to grow 
in faith and in knowledge of God. 

We, too, are given this same Spirit, that 
our eyes might be open to seeing and under-
standing life in terms of the whole gospel 
message.  We are called to go out to 
the world and to share the message of 
Christ with those we meet.  Jesus is to be-
come for us, and for others, not just another 
historical figure, but to be recognized as the 
one who was sent by the Father to redeem 
our broken and battered world.   

It is the Holy Spirit working in and 
through us that can bring this about.  

Pray to the Holy Spirit every day that 
the seven gifts you received at Confirma-
tion may be active in your lives to face suc-
cessfully all of the challenges of daily liv-
ing. 

  
God Bless you, 
Monsignor Gatto 

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By PGK Peter D. Ferrigno, Church Activities Director 

PGK Peter Ferrigno 
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Maryland State Council 
 
The Maryland State Council offers a 

series of meetings designed to help 
Council Activity Chairmen, Officers and 
members in general to achieve each 
Council’s goals.  State Officers and 
Chairmen are always available to answer 
questions and offer their advice.   

 
The main highlight of its calendar 

without doubt is: 
· May 16-18—110th Annual Maryland 

State Convention at Ocean City 
 

The Maryland State Convention is 
the place to be in May.  Bring the entire 
family, as not only the hotel is children-
friendly, complete with a great indoor 
swimming pool, but there also will be 
activities prepared especially for them.  
While the guys attend long meetings, our 
ladies, as always, will also have their 
own very entertaining program. 

 

McNamara Chapter 
Of Grand Knights 

The McNamara Chapter of Grand 
Knights meets every month, with many 
of the State Chairmen and Chair Officers 
in attendance to help and advise Grand 
Knights and Council officers to achieve 
their individual goals. 

 
The May Chapter meeting will be 

held at Our Lady of Fatima Council # 
6901, in Barnesville, on Wednesday 21. 
At this opportunity there will be elec-
tions for next year’s officers. 

For more information contact GK 
Tony Ibáñez.  

 
 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
FOURTH  DEGREE 

 

Our Assembly normally meets every 
third Thursday of the month at Fr. 
Rosensteel Council, #2169 at 8:00 pm, 
with Rosary beginning at 7:30 pm.  

The May meeting will take place on 
the 22nd, after returning from the Mary-
land State Convention. . 

For more details contact our Grand 
Knight, S/K Greg Curtin or FDD, PGK, 
PFN Larry Grayson. 

 

‘Monument Park’ plaque 
continues long history of  

collaboration with papacy.  
 

 Pope Benedict XVI will have a last-
ing memorial of his April 20 Mass at 
Yankee Stadium, courtesy of the Knights 
of Columbus. The New York ballpark 
will permanently commemorate the occa-
sion with a bronze plaque, commissioned 
by the Catholic fraternal organization, 
which is based in nearby New Haven, 
Connecticut 

Pope Benedict is expected to bless 
the plaque in a private ceremony before 
the Mass. 

The 105-pound plaque, which is 39.5 
inches tall and 27 inches wide, will be 
located in Monument Park, along with 
plaques memorializing Masses celebrated 
there by Pope Paul VI (Oct. 4, 1965) and 
Pope John Paul II (Oct. 2, 1979).  

All three plaques were crafted by 
United States Bronze, of New Hyde Park, 
New York, and are gifts of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

The pope’s Mass will mark the 200th 
anniversary of the Archdiocese of New 
York, which was established as a diocese 
(along with the archdioceses of Boston, 
Philadelphia and Louisville) on April 8, 
1808, by Pope Pius VII. 

The three plaques will be transferred 
to the new stadium when construction of 
the new ballpark is concluded, so that a 
remembrance of the three Masses will 
continue in the new building. 

NEWS FROM  SUPREME  

Knights to Provide Tribute 
for Pope’s 
Yankee Stadium Mass  

Youth Activities 
Chess Tournament  
List of Winners 
 
Individual Awards  
K thru 2nd Grade 
 
1st Place James Enright, St. Jane 
2nd Place Caleb Hoffman, Holy Cross 
3rd Place Luke Ryba, Mary of Nazareth 
 
Team Awards  
K thru 2nd Grade 
 
1st Place   Mary of Nazareth 
2nd Place St Jane de Chantal 
3rd Place St Mary 
 
 Best Female Player 
 Andrea Shirdon, Holy Cross 
Individual Awards  
3rd thru 5th Grade 
 
1st Place  Tommy Witkop, N. Chevy Chase 
2nd Place Marcus Daly, Holy Redeemer  
3rd Place Matthew Masisun, St. Jane 

 
Team Awards  
3rd thru 5th Grade 
 
1st Place  Holy Cross 
2nd Place St. Jane de Chantal 
3rd Place North Chevy Chase  

 
Best Female Player 
Katie Porter, St. Jane de Chantal 
 

Individual Awards  
6th thru 8th Grade 
 
1st Place  Michael Rooney,  
 Mary of Nazareth 
2nd Place Cory Laytham, Mary of Nazareth 
3rd Place Mark Humphries,  
 Mary of Nazareth 
 
Team Awards  
6th thru 8th Grade 

 
1st Place Mary of Nazareth 
2nd Place Holy Redeemer 
3rd Place  Holy Cross 

 

Kevin Nolan, Grand Knight’s Sports-
manship Award: Ms. Kiernan Keller, 
Holy Cross School, Grade 5 



For some time now, there has 
been an active battle between 
the “Pro-Life” and the “Pro-
Choice” groups. The Pro-Life 
groups, although many in 
number, are not supported by 
either federal or state govern-
ments. Some groups, however, 
have been able to support 
themselves. Groups like that of 
Jack Ames, Director of De-
fend Life, David Bereit (a 

recent speaker at our Council) Director of 40 Days for Life 
and Mark Crutcher, Director of Life Dynamics.   

Mr. Crutcher started his organization in 1992 by taking an 
inventory of the holes in the Pro-Life movements. His previous 
experience included doing sales training and acting as a mar-
keting consultant for an oil industry. With this background, he 
determined that Life Dynamics would attack abortion as a busi-
ness. To determine weak points, he had a number of infiltrators 
report why a number of abortion clinics were closing. Their 
conclusion was that there was a lack of staff. As reported, “in 
the eyes of the abortion industry, the upcoming national elec-
tion is not about appointments to the Supreme Court, but about 
government funding of abortions under National Health 
Care.”   

Today, the abortion clinics charge $350 an abortion, the 
same that they had charged 30 years ago. The big money for 
the abortion clinics today is in birth control pills and sexually 
transmitted disease treatments. But should a nationalized health 
program begin, they would be paid $4000 per abortion.  

Crutcher says this is the reason “they are building some 
mega-abortion clinics across the country. They're getting ready 
for abortions that will be paid for by Nationalized Health 
Care”. If there is money to be made, be assured, Planned Par-
enthood will open their doors to as many pregnant children and 
women wanting to be rid of their unwanted child. The next 
time you hear some of our presidential candidates profess that 
we need free federal medical coverage for the poor, think what 
a costly deal this would be. Also, since children know that the 
clinic will not report suspected sexual abuse or statutory rape to 
law enforcers, what would stop them from seeking this service?  

In a Letter to the Editor of the Washington Times, last 
April 8, Gerald McDermott, Professor of Religion, Roanoke 
College, and Carol Swain, Professor of Political Science and 
Law of Vanderbilt University, openly attacked Mrs. Cecile 
Richards, President of Planned Parenthood remarks made in the 
Letter to the Editor the previous March 26. Mrs. Richards had 
said, “Abortion represents a tiny portion of Planned Parent-
hood’s work because ninety-seven percent of Planned Parent-
hood’s services are for things such as contraception and testing 
for STDs.”  Ms. Richard further stated, “Only one in 10 clients 
gets an abortion” and that “those who say Planned Parent-
hood’s confidentiality principles conflict with the law are dan-
gerously wrong.” 

Both McDermott and Swain stated that when “individuals” 

called Planned Parenthood Centers around the country, stating 
that they were young teens impregnated by an overage man, 
these individuals were, in almost every case, given step-by-step 
instructions on how to circumvent the law.  To Mrs. Richards’ 
statement that they commit to “racial equality”, McDermott 
and Swain retorted stating that according to the Alan Gutt-
macher Institute, there were 1.2 million abortions in 2005, and 
that black women were 4.8 times as likely as non-Hispanic 
white women to have an abortion. And so the battle goes on.  

I recently received a letter from State Senator Rob Garagi-
ola of District 15, thanking me for contacting him regarding 
State Support for Pregnant Women. You may recall that this 
was as part of the Signatures for Women Program. He stated 
that the “Pregnant Women Support Act” was never formally 
introduced in the House or Senate. As a result, he did not have 
an opportunity to hear the arguments for and against this pro-
posal. He did, however, say that “he felt that women with un-
planned pregnancies should have immediate access to prenatal 
care, health education and other necessary health services from 
highly trained, licensed medical professionals”. He further 
stated that he “supports funding for the Maryland Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene to provide such services.”  

This latter statement may provide a snag. Where then does 
he place all of the Pro-Life clinics throughout this country? 
Have not their efforts proven beneficial? If not, why are so 
many receiving free assistance at these Pro-Life clinics and not 
going to all of these “so-called clinics under the Department of 
Health and Mental Health”? Also, if the Maryland Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene should be providing this service, 
why are the Federal Government and the State of Maryland 
giving such large sums of money to Planned Parenthood?  

These are just some things to think about.  
God Bless. 

 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI AND FIRST MASS 
St. Jane Frances de Chantal Parish 
 

Rev. Msgr. Donald Essex, Pastor of St. Jane Frances de 
Chantal Parish, himself a member of this Council, has invited 
Rock Creek and the Knights of Columbus Color Corps from 
Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly, to help them celebrate the Feast 
of Corpus Christi on Sunday, May 25, 2008. 

On that occasion, Brother Pius Pietryzk, OP, will be cele-
brating his First Mass as a priest. 

Rock Creek Council has  been invited to St. Jane’s on the 
occasion of this feats for several years now, and we hope we 
can again provide one of our parishes with enough man power.  
We will be contacting Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly top provide 
members of its Color Corps to appropriately enhance the cele-
bration of such two instances of religious rejoicing. 

You don’t need to be a member of St. Jane’s to volunteer 
your time and effort.  Please call PGK Peter Ferrigno and sur-
prise him with your offer! 
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 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  By Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

Peter & Mary Ann Ferrigno 
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Council Activities 

Memorial Service at a Brother’s Wake 
By. Joseph A. Murphy, Financial Secretary 
 

“It is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead.” (2nd Maccabees)   
 

Please remember those brothers who have died in your prayers.  If we receive word in time, we will place a no-
tice of a member’s death in the Washington Post.  If you are able, I urge to attend either the wake or the funeral.  
I never cease to be amazed about how appreciative family members are when we come to say the Rosary or partici-
pate in a Christian Wake Service.   

We have a small but dedicated few who go to wakes and funerals on behalf of the council.  It is such a small ef-
fort on our part – but it is so important to the widows and family of a departed brother.  

I know everyone cannot turn out at night and many have 
important family and health factors to consider.  Still, a council 
of almost 600 members should have enough members respond 
to a notice so that we have enough present to lead the recita-
tion of Our Lady’s Rosary without anyone having to lead more 
than one decade.   

Of course we should pray for a member who is also a close 
friend, one who we’ve known for ages.  It is then even more 
important to pray for a brother knight who we do not know – 
he is still our brother – and the family may really need our 
support if the ravages of his illness have made it difficult to 
maintain friendships.   

That is really what we’re all about.  That’s why our Order 
was founded.   

We are working on ways for getting the word out faster.  
We now cover about 10% of the council by e-mail notifica-
tions and hope to improve that; we use the Post, and we’ll re-
start a telephone tree if we have enough volunteers. 

Remember the immortal words of Yogi Berra:  “Always 
go to other people’s funerals, otherwise they won't come to 
yours.” 

 YOUTH ACTIVITIES REPORT 

 8th Annual Charity Chess Tournament 
  By Thomas Stallone, Youth Activities Director 

Under torrential rain and dark skies, 
the 8th Annual Charity Chess Tournament 
was held at the Rock Creek Council 
Knights of Columbus Hall on West Cedar 
Lane. Disregarding the flickering lights, 
forty-eight bright and smiling children 
participated in the tournament on Sunday, 
April 20th, 2008. More than fifty specta-
tors, including parents, siblings, coaches 
and friends of the participants, enjoyed 
watching the competition. 

Students from the following Catholic 
elementary schools’ Chess Clubs partici-
pated: Holy Redeemer, Mary of Nazareth, 
St. Raphael, St. Mary, St. Jane De Chantal, 
Woods Academy, St. Andrew the Apostle, 

Holy Cross, and St. John the Evangelist. 
Students from North Chevy Chase Ele-
mentary School and Westland Middle 
School entered as individuals.  Each con-
testant received a medal for participating 
in the tournament. 

 The Kevin Nolan Grand Knight’s 
Sportsmanship Award went to Ms. Kier-
nan Keller, Holy Cross Grade 5 

Former Chancellor Kevin Nolan 
started this tournament.  Unfortunately, he 
passed away shortly before the 2nd Annual 
event. The Grand Knight’s Award for 
Sportsmanship is named in his honor.  

Many thanks to the volunteers:  
Judges (Grand Knight Tony Ibáñez, PGK 

Neil Dorian, Denise Humphries, and Perry 
Finney); Coaches and Pairings (Sherrie 
Kennedy, Rob Daly, Sam Weich). Thanks 
also to the following who provided logisti-
cal support or set up for the event: Wes 
Chin, Danica Ahlo, Carrie Witkop, Todd 
Dixon, John Vivian, T.J. and Phillie Stal-
lone, and Mike Horan as well as the many 
parents who participated.  

The list of winners is on page 4 of this 
issue.  Congratulations to all of them. 

For more information and/or photo-
graphs, please contact Thomas A. Stallone 
Sr., Youth Activities Director, Rock Creek 
Council, at 703 898-2133, or tomstal-
lone@tapsec-consulting.com 
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Come and celebrate with us 70 years of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism 

�������������	
���
��
 
 
 
 

 

��-���.��
����

Make your check payable to ROCK CREEK COUNCIL, No. 2797 
And mail it with this stub to: 5417 West Cedar Lane, Bethesda, Maryland  20814 

 

YES!  Reserve space for us for the �� �� �����	
��
����
��� ��June 7, 2008 

I  am reserving . . . . . . . . . .  @ $35.00 each       Total Enclosed :  $ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Date  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Are you a Booster Member? . . . . . . . . . . .  

Phone No.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  E-Mail Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

THIS IS A 

/��� �����������

For further information, call PGK E. Roberto Ibáñez at 301-445-3238 
or Grand Knight Tony Ibáñez at 240-432-7838 

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE AND RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK 

0-1����+($�+($2�'0-1����+($�+($2�'0-1����+($�+($2�'0-1����+($�+($2�'� ���
����
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Deadline for reservations:  Friday, May 30, 2008 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Auxiliary Bishop Martin Holley 
 

Pastors of our parishes and 
Our Chaplains 

 

Maryland State Deputy Edgar Haynes 
District Deputy Tom Schneider  

Grand Knights of District 18 
 

Our own Past Grand Knights 
 

AND YOU! 
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  Lecture - Social Meeting 

 

  ���������	
���
��
��� 

���������� 
�����
����
�����
����������� 


 

 by 
 

��($�$%�����3"45(66�
 

Gerry Mitchell is a partner with Stein, Mitchell & Mezines, where he engages in civil trial 
practice, with emphasis on medical malpractice.  Mr. Mitchell is a Fellow of the American 
College of Trial Lawyers, a Past President of the Trial Lawyers Association of Metropolitan 
Washington, D.C. and was the latter organization's Lawyer of the Year in 1984.  He is listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America, and was described in the April 2002 Washingtonian Magazine 
as having the “reputation as the area’s most effective medical-malpractice attorney.”  A gradu-
ate of Georgetown University and the University of Virginia Law School, Gerry and his wife 
Germana have nine children and live in Bethesda.  He is a member of Rock Creek Council. 

 
The talk will focus on Maryland law as it relates to abortion — past history and current 

issues.  It will trace the downward course of Maryland's protection of unborn persons, from a 
fully pro-life position 45 years ago to the relatively anti-life position of today. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 When:  Thursday, May 22, 2008; Rosary at 7:30 PM, talk to follow 
 

 Where:  Cantrel Hall, at our Council’s Home 
 

 What:  Light refreshments to follow 
 

Who:  All are welcome – members, their families, and friends. 
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Pope John Paul II, addressing Presi-
dent Reagan during his visit to the United 
States in 1987, remarked: “From the be-
ginning of America, freedom was directed 
to forming a well-ordered society and to 
promoting its peaceful life.  Freedom was 
channeled to the fullness of human life, to 
the preservation of human dignity and to 
the safeguarding of all human rights.  An 
experience in ordered freedom is truly a 
cherished part of the history of this 
land...The only true freedom, the only 
freedom that can truly satisfy, is the free-
dom to do what we ought as human beings 
created by God according to his plan.  It is 
the freedom to live the truth of what we 
are and who we are before God, the truth 
of our identity as children of God, as 
brothers and sisters in a common human-
ity.  That is why Jesus Christ linked truth 
and freedom together, stating solemnly: 
‘You will know the truth and the truth will 
set you free.’” 

 
Freedom, correctly understood, is a 

natural right, a constitutional right, and 
above all a spiritual right.  It has both a 
material and a moral aspect.  From a ma-
terial perspective, freedom is the right to 
do, to think or to say what one pleases.  It 
allows every person to develop his own 
philosophy of life and to carry it out, with-
out reference to traditions or society, or 
even religion.  An approval of uncondi-
tional action, however, without regard for 
objective standards or authority, is license, 
not freedom. 

 
In their desire for liberation, people 

too often forget that freedom requires con-
straint.  Unfettered liberty is detrimental 
because it focuses on what men do, instead 
of what man is.  People desire to be free 
from something, but they forgot that free-
dom from something implies freedom for 
something.  Freedom from illness and pain 
provides a person with freedom for living 
one’s life in goodness and love.  We were 
created by God with a purpose – a purpose 
beyond our life on this earth – and were 
given freedom to pursue that end.  Modern 
society extols self-autonomy, but it forgets 
the purpose of life.  It ignores why people 

should be free.  Without concern for the 
purpose of man, it is difficult to set any 
limits upon what a person may say, or do, 
or think. 

 

Freedom as a material ability to do 
whatever one pleases is quite distinct from 
the moral responsibility to do what one 
ought.  The power to act in a certain way 
does not confer the right to act in that way.  
A man can rob a bank, strike his wife, 
commit adultery, and lie about his actions, 
but he ought not to these things.  The 
words can and ought distinguish between 
the material and the moral, and bring to 
the fore the choices facing us – and the 
world around us.  Ought implies morality, 
rights, and duties, as distinct from a mate-
rial ability to do something.  St. Peter un-
derstood this as he instructed his followers 
to: “Live as freemen, yet not using free-
dom as a cloak for malice, but as servants 
of God.”  When freedom becomes arbi-
trary it breeds profligacy and self-
indulgence.  Ordered freedom means 
choice with responsibility; it is the balance 
between anarchy and compulsion. 

 
Every right entails responsibility and, 

as such, must be limited when it is used to 
impair another’s rights or to abuse the 
common good.  Freedom of speech im-
plies that it not be used to incite riots or 
destroy the reputation of others.  Freedom 
of the press does not allow it to be used to 
corrupt public morals or manipulate public 
opinion.  Freedom of association does not 

include the right to organize for unlawful 
behavior or against national security.  In 
these practices, it is not the right to free-
dom that must be curtailed, but its abuse.  

 
If freedom in America is to allow man 

to achieve his ultimate ends and not lead 
to a disregard for the common good, the 
nation’s people must act more in accord 
with the teachings of religion.  A govern-
ment of the people, that is, a democracy, 
assumes that its citizens will always act in 
the interest of justice, righteousness, and 
virtue.  But, as Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 
pointed out in his book, Freedom Under 
God : “justice, righteousness, and virtue 
are inseparable from a conscience and a 
conscience is inseparable from a moral 
law, and a moral law is inseparable from 
religion with a Lawmaker whose nature is 
Goodness.  Let religion die out of the 
hearts of citizens and the virtues essential 
for democracy die with it.” 

 
America was established with an ap-

peal to the sovereignty of God.  The inal-
ienable rights set forth in the Declaration 
of Independence were to be buttressed 
with moral principles and religious convic-
tions.  Democracy is more than a political 
activity; it is a spiritual and moral under-
taking.  People who wish to remain free 
must discipline themselves and be gov-
erned by virtue from within. 

 
In his 1987 visit, Pope John Paul II 

said: “[F]reedom is indeed a great gift of 
God to this nation...freedom to exercise 
responsibility and generosity, freedom to 
meet the challenge of serving humanity, 
the freedom necessary to fulfill human 
destiny, the freedom to live by truth, to 
defend it against whatever distorts and 
manipulates it, the freedom to observe 
God’s law – which is the supreme standard 
of all human liberty, the freedom to live as 
children of God – secure and happy, the 
freedom to be America in that constitu-
tional democracy which was conceived to 
be ‘One Nation under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all.’” 

���
�	����� �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

THE CHRISTIAN  CONCEPT OF FREEDOM  

Pope John Paul II and President 
Reagan in private conversation. 

Miami, September 1987 
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1st Lady Leslie R. Ibáñez - Epistle 

Helen Fincutter (Seniors) - Intercessions 

Deacon Bob Hubbard - Gospel 

Jennie P. Morris (Auxiliary) - Responsorial 

Grand Knight Ibáñez - Narrator and MC PGK Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno prepared a Continental Breakfast which everybody enjoyed afterwards. 

Everybody prayed and sang heartily following the detailed programs distributed beforehand. 

GK Ibáñez thanked the audience and reminded everybody our duties to practice and help proclaim our faith. 
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We held our April meeting 
on the 9th with five (5) members 
attending.  This makes it very 
difficult to discuss future func-
tions and the major changes that 
are taking place within YOUR  
Seniors’ Club!  After 6½ years 
as our treasurer, Tom Locraft 
has resigned.  In the near future 
Tom will be doing a great deal 
of traveling (we got to check 
those books!) and this will conflict with his 
responsibilities as our treasurer.  Tom has 
done a tremendous job, so when you see him, 
please thank him for that yeoman’s effort!  
We are very pleased that a very capable per-
son was found in the person of PGK Jack 
Cunningham who has volunteered to fill that 
vacancy.  Please thank Jack as well, for tak-
ing over that responsibility.  We cannot oper-
ate without a treasurer. 

On April 27 we will hold a 
COUNTRY-WESTERN Party.  
This will be with a new band and 
a large crowd is expected.  I will 
recommend to the Council that 
proceeds from this event go 
again to our seminarians at 
Mount St. Mary’s.  

We also discussed a bus trip 
to a local park and a function for 
May, but as you know from our 

last meeting, no one volunteered to chair 
these events.  Would anyone like to chair a 
cocktail party-meeting in June? All future 
Second-Wednesday meetings will start at 12 
noon and not at 12:30. This will help our Sec-
retary Helen Brennan with her work schedule. 

In July we will hold our annual Indoor 
Picnic Party and in August a Luncheon.  We 
will need someone to chair each of these 
events.  We will also need a couple of volun-
teers to set-up the hall for future events.  I 
cannot do it until my back is corrected. 

Please support our Council’s functions, 
and invite your clergy to come to our func-
tions, at no charge. 
  GOD BLESS AMERICA AND OUR MILITARY! 

  PRAYER CORNER 
In your prayers remember: Emelia 

Aragón, Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, Tom Becker, Dom Bellia, William 
“Will” Bello, Larry Bisnett, John Bruce, Ray 
Celada, Jinny Chwirut, Maureen Collins, Bar-
bara and Joe Dolan, Regina England, PGK 
Joe Falzon, Ed Flaim, Jane Frank, Marge 
Gallery, Lois Gargano, Katharine Giodati, 
Aurora and Bill Gordon, Art and  Carole 
Hanley, Stacey Harim, PGK, PSD Gene Ho-
gan, Marie Horan, Saunders Jacobsen, Fr. 
Matt Kieman, Julia Marcus (Art Hanley’s 
granddaughter), Birthe McCabe, James Mar-
ketos, our Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. William 
O’Donnell, John O’Keefe, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. 
Maureen Patrice, Anna Pitcher, Fr. David 
Pollak, George and Joan Reed, Bridget 
Shanahan Pat Siemien, John and Estelle 
Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray Timm, Joselyn 
Walter Graham and Regina Walter, Barbara 
Waters, R. Joyce Waters, my cousin Bernice 
Wilt, Edwina Wittrock, Louise Young, Nick 
and Karen Zack and Fran & Frank Zello. 

Pray for the soul of  my good friend and 
council/seniors member Dennis Reilly, and 
that of council member John Law.   
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CHAPLAINS 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell - 202-234-1488 
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 

 
ASSOCIATE CHAPLAINS  

Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 
Deacon Robert Hubbard - 301-942-1522 

 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-235-5839 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Joseph G. Doniger  -  301-365-0376 

CHANCELLOR 
Thomas L. McGregor  -  301-530-7681 

WARDEN 
John Vivian  -  301-461-3597 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK – 301-762-2418 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK – 301-469-6099 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli – 301-299-5745 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK  -  301-469-8453 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin  -  301-654-5543 

 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year - E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II - 301-445-3238 
2-Year - John Cunningham, PGK – 301-593-3255 

3-Year - Wesley M. Chin, PGK - 301-530-5781 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Neil Dorian, PGK  -  301 - 977 - 3840 
 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK  -  301 - 469 - 6099 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
John H. Bruce  - 301 - 652 - 5490 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK – 301-445-3238 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Thomas A. Stallone  - 703 - 898 - 2133 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Vince C. Bunag - 301 - 949 - 6693 
 

LECTURER 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 

 
FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 

Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 
 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK – 301 - 493 - 8883 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Neil Dorian, PGK - 301 - 977 - 3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 
Antonio M. Ibáñez  -  240-432-7838 

 
4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 

Lawrence Grayson, PGK  -  301-933-8731 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
E. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK-II – 301-445-3238 

e-mail – eribanez@comcast.net 
 

WEBMASTER 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK – 301-593-5781 

 
BAR MANAGER 

Mark Emory  -  301-493-4336 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES – 301-530-2427 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

The Knights of Columbus policy on re-
placing existing life insurance is as follows:  
“The Order does not condone the practice of 
soliciting replacement insurance or using cash 
values or dividends of existing policies to fi-
nance new business.  In most cases, replace-
ment is not to the policyholder’s advantage.” 

The reasons for this are many.  First, pre-
miums usually increase on a new policy be-
cause it is issued at an older age.  Many times, 
options available under the older policy are lost 
and sometimes not offered under the new pol-
icy.  In addition, a new “incontestability” period 
begins with the new contract.  The Order, for 
example, maintains the right to contest a claim 
up to two years from the issue date of the pol-
icy.  A new policy brings with it a new issue 
date, and a new “incontestability” period. 

You purchased the life insurance you have 
for a reason – probably a very good reason.  It 
is a good idea to hold onto that coverage.  That 
doesn’t mean you have all the coverage you 
need or will ever need. 

I’ll be happy to meet with you at your 
convenience and perform a free, custom-
tailored needs analysis for you and your family.  
My job is to determine any gaps in your exist-
ing coverage, and to help you to fill those gaps.  
It’s not to replace your existing coverage. 

Fraternal Benefits Advisor 
JAM E S  D.  FINN ,  M.B.A. 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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27 
Seniors’ 

Country-Western 
1 - 4 PM 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

1 
 
 

THE ASCENSION 
OF THE LORD �

2 
TEACHERS 

APPRECIATION 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
Auxiliary 1:30 pm 

 
Executive 7:30 pm 

7 
 
 

8 
Rosary 7:30 

Business Mtg. 8 pm 
FIRST DEGREE�

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 

MOTHER’S DAY 
Pentecost Sunday 

12 
 

13 
 
 

Our Lady of Fatima 

14    SENIORS 
12:00 noon 

 
K-C CLUB 

7:30 PM 

15 
 

16 
 

17�

18 
 
 

Most Holy Trinity  

19 
 

20 
 

21 22 
ELECTIONS 
Social at 8:00 

LECTURE 

23 24 

&#'(�� 
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1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
�

6 
 

7  
70th 

ANNIVERSARY 
DINNER 

25 
 
 

Corpus Christi 

26 27 28 29 30 
 
 

The Most Sacred 
HEART OF JESUS 

31 
 
 

The VISITATION  

Maryland State Council 
110th CONVENTION  -  Ocean City 

Convention Ends 


