
Worthy Brothers: 

It’s July and it means that a new Colum-
bian year has begun. As such, I would 
like to re-introduce myself to all of you 
as the Grand Knight who was Grand 
Knight and left town almost immedi-
ately as he was elected… That was in 
2003, not 2008. This time I plan to stay 
the course, since my wife Diana is done 
with taking her courses, which led to my 
untimely departure way back when. 

 While, I do not, as of this writing, have 
certain confirmations to announce an agenda as of yet, I do have 
some ambitious goals for this once vibrant council and I need 
everybody’s help in trying to achieve them.  My brother Knights, 
we as a council are still getting older without doing much in the 
way of introducing the benefits of becoming a member of the 
Knights of Columbus to a younger crowd. This pattern has to 
change or we will not be here in the years to come. While this 
sounds like a familiar refrain or understatement, it is a painful 
fact of life, or death, depending upon your point of view. Please, 
regardless of your age or parish, ����������	
����
�

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights,     

On the last Sunday of June we cele-
brate the Solemn Feast of Sts. Peter 
and Paul.  When Jesus asked his 
disciples who  do people say the Son 
of Man is?  They replied with names 
of famous holy men, but they were 
all names from the past.  They 
named such people as Elijah, 
Jeremiah, John the Baptist or one of 
the prophets.  This is not all that 
strange, as we, ourselves, often inter-

pret the present based on the past. 

In today's Gospel Peter's great confession of faith is one that 
looks to the future, and not the past.  He sees Jesus, not as one of 
the prophets of old, but as the One who was promised; the One to 
come, the Messiah.  Peter's confession of faith is short, only ten 
words, but it is a powerful statement.  "You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God".  The response Jesus gives is one that ap-
plauds that great faith.  He says that flesh and blood could not 
have revealed this, but that Peter's faith has come through the 
Father.  On this faith, Jesus would build the community of the  

(Continued on page 2) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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The Council celebrated its 70th Anniversary with a dinner on June 7.  Fourteen Past Grand Knights 
were  in attendance, along with the State Deputy, Edgar D. Haynes.  How many of the men in the 

photo can you name?  The list is on page 11.  Also see the dinner’s photo spread on page 6. 

Grand Knight Doniger 
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My brothers all, 

 I would like to start by thanking our 
new State Deputy, Richard V. Siejack, 
for appointing me as his Deputy for 
District 18.  Our District this year in-
cludes: Rock Creek Council No. 2797, 
St. Joseph Manyanet Council No. 
5567, Mater Dei Council No. 9774, 
and St. Elizabeth of Rockville Council 
No. 12796.  It is a privilege for me to 
serve this District, with a collection of 
well-established Councils, all striving 
to fulfill Fr. McGivney’s spirit of 
Columbianism in the service of the 
Church and our fellow men; I look 
forward to working with all of you.  
Assisting me in this endeavor will be 
our new District Warden, Richard 
Earenfight, Immediate Past Grand 
Knight of St. Elizabeth Council. 

I have had the pleasure of visiting 
your Councils over the past weeks, 
where FDD Thomas Schneider gra-
ciously introduced me to you.  Fort 
those who missed those meetings, I 
am a Past Grand Knight of Rock 
Creek Council and serve as Supreme 
Representative to the Usher Program 
at the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, DC.  Speaking of FDD 
Scheider, I would like to express my 
appreciation to him and FDW Dan 
Potrepka for the wonderful work they 
did over the past two years.  It is not 
easy to handle four Councils, so I can-
not even imagine how they managed 

with six of them.  With the ground 
work already prepared by them my 
work should be much easier. 

And so, we embark onto another exit-
ing Columbian Year.  By the time you 
read this, your Grand Knights and I 
would have finished our training and 
enjoyed brotherhood and fellowship 
from the Seminars at Mt. St. Mary’s 
College.  The State Installation of Of-
ficers will take place on July 5, on the 
30th we will attend the first Mermber-
ship and Programs Seminar at Our 
Lady od Good Counsel High School 
in Olney, and as I write this, plans are 
on their way for the Installation of Of-
ficers at each of your Councils.  I look 
forward to seeing many of you and 
your Ladies on that special occasion. 

I would be remiss not to mention that 
membership will continue being an 
important goal for each Council.  
Your Grand Knights are preparing 
their schedules for First Degrees, I 
have already one set date for a Second 
Degree in our District, and the State 
has asked us to host a Third Degree in 
January, to which I have already 
agreed.  We will again try to have at 
least one First Degree each month 
within our District, so that a prospec-
tive member will not have to wait 
more than two or three weeks to be-
come a member in our Order.  We all 
must take advantage of Degrees of-
fered by the other Councils. 
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take the time to talk to someone you think would make a com-
mitment of 24 hours a year. (That’s the average time it takes for 
a brother knight to attend two or three business meetings and 
other social and council functions over the year.) Incidentally, it 
is also a new recruiting campaign slogan from Supreme and 
State. Hey, I’ll even go one further in asking for someone to give 
me 2 hours every two months. At least it is some activity and 
participation. 

The fact is, that a council cannot survive, much less thrive, on 
the concentrated and valiant efforts of the same 20 or so indi-
viduals over an extended period of time. Gentlemen, these same 
valiant individuals need our help in chairing committees and 
events. They are justifiably tired and want to relax and enjoy 
their free time as much as you do. But, I remind you to remem-
ber the perpetual watchword of the order, Charity. Give us the 

gift of your time. 

With that I would like to remind everyone that they are always 
welcome to the Executive Meeting(s), held every 2nd Tuesday of 
the month, two days before the 1st business meeting held on the 
2nd Thursday of the month. This is where we plan our meetings, 
and where it is appropriate to bring up items for discussion. If 
you can’t make it to a Tuesday meeting, but have a pressing mat-
ter you would like discussed, e-mail me at 
jodonige@comcast.net. I will give your thoughts and ideas the 
same consideration as if you were there in person. 

And, last, but not least, the Rock Creek Installation of Officers is 
scheduled for July 27, 2008. It will start at Holy Cross at 11:30 
AM and the move to the council for a fun celebration afterward. 
Everyone is encouraged to be there. 

That’s it for now, I want to thank all of you for all of the trust 
you have placed in me as Grand Knight, and I hope to be worthy 
of that trust by the end of this Columbian year. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 (Continued from page 1) 
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faith, his Church. 

Today we we also honor Saint Paul , considered 
an Apostle because he was called directly by 
Jesus to teach in his name.  Peter was the rock 
of the Church and Paul was the great teacher of 
the Gentiles.  Their lives were very different, 
but once their hearts were touched by Jesus, 
they were totally committed to him and lived 
and died in his service.  In our own lives of faith 
we are called to constantly remember the words 
of Peter - "You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God".  We also remember the teachings 
of Paul, who reminds us who we are and who 
Christ is to us.  When we celebrate the lives of 
men like Saint Peter and Saint Paul we celebrate 
what God can do with all of us, 'weak as we 
are', if we respond to the invitation to disciple-
ship that comes with our Baptism. 

God bless you! 

A Fraternal Request 
Brother John Bruce currently is at Bar-
tholomew House in Bethesda, on the 
grounds of St. Bartholomew Church.  He 
would be very glad to receive a phone call 
or visit.  If you have  moment, please give 
John a call at 301-760-8938. 

Change of Meeting Date 
The Kay Cee Club Meeting scheduled for 
the third Wednesday in July has been 
changed to the fourth Wednesday, July 23. 
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 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 
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 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 
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ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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Your Council Website 
Did you know that Rock Creek Council has a website? — 
A website that is full of useful information about the Coun-
cil, our activities, upcoming events, scholarship opportuni-
ties, Rock Creek Mansion rentals, our history, the Knights 
of Columbus, our members, and more. 
 
Please visit it at www.kofc2797.org  — Better still, book-
mark the site and visit it often. 
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Roberto Ibáñez New DD 
 
E. Roberto Ibáñez has 
been appointed as the 
District Deputy for District 
18.  In his new position, 
Roberto will have over-
sight for four councils: 
Rock Creek, Saint Jo-
seph Manyanet (5567), 
Mater Dei (9774), and St. 
Elizabeth of Rockville 
(12796).  The new Dis-
trict Warden is  Richard 
Earenfight, Past Grand Knight of St. Elizabeth 
Council. 

Roberto served twice as Grand Knight of Rock 
Creek, and currently is Supreme’s Representative 
to the Ushers Ministry Program at the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  
In assuming his new duties, he has given up the 
editorship of The Chatter, a position he served in 
for eight years and in which he brought the news-
letter to a high level of excellence. 

Of the last five persons who have served as Dis-
trict Deputy for District 18, four are members of 
Rock Creek Council: Joe Murphy (2002-2004), 
Mike Perez (recently transferred to Rock Creek, 
2004-2005), Larry Grayson (2005-2006), and now 
Roberto. 

Congratulations, Worthy District Deputy, on your 
new role! 
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
August 15 

Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Although nothing is certain about Our Lady’s death, from tradition it is 
believed that she died between three and fifteen years after Our Lord’s 
Ascension.  When she died, probably in either Jerusalem or Ephesus, 
Catholic teaching holds that she was taken body and soul into heaven. 
 
Her feast day is a Holy Day of Obligation, meaning that it is obligatory 
for all Catholics who have attained the age of reason and are not pre-
vented by illness or other sufficient cause to attend Mass on this day. 

NOTICE 
This is your newsletter.  If you have any suggestions 
for its improvement, let me know either by email 
(L.Grayson@ieee.org), by phone (301-933-8731), or in 
person.  — Larry Grayson, Editor 

Norbert Wittrock with Breanna Arbuco (left) and Jul ianne Pearson, 
the two O’Hara Scholarship winners from St. Barthol omew 
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What Does it Mean to be a Knight?  
(The following remarks were made by then-Grand Knight Tony Ibáñez at the Council’s 70th Anniversary Dinner) 

Your Excellency Bishop Holley, Worthy Chaplain Msgr. Gatto, Rev. Fathers, Worthy 
State Deputy, Worthy State Treasurer, Worthy District Deputy, Worthy Grand Knights, 
Worthy Council Officers, Worthy Past Grand Knights, lovely ladies, my brothers all… 

Thank you for honoring us with your presence as we celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
Rock Creek Council.  When we first started making plans for this evening, I didn’t know 
how to approach the remarks I’m making to you now.  On the one hand, there may be 
nobody in the council less qualified to give this speech.  The council is now 70, but I’m 
a few days shy of my 29th birthday.  My Financial Secretary, brother Joe Murphy, was 
Grand Knight of this council when I was in diapers.  We have men here whose service to 
Rock Creek extends far beyond my ten years of membership in the council and the Or-
der, and we will honor a few of them this afternoon.  So from this standpoint, it doesn’t 
seem that a guy like me could offer a lot of insight into Rock Creek with regard to our 
long and illustrious history. 

True enough, there are quite a few things about Rock Creek’s history that even now I 
don’t know.  It seems that I’m learning something new about us every day.  One thing I 
do know, however, is the spirit that has motivated our members to do the work that they 
have done over the years.  You see, when we organize a car raffle to benefit charity, we 
do it not because charity makes us feel good, but because charity is our obligation as 
Catholics.  When we give out Tootsie Rolls and ask for money to support the mentally handicapped, it’s not just because giving is 
good, it’s because as Catholics we understand that every life is sacred, and we must stand by those who care for God’s special chil-
dren.  When we honor our local Catholic school teachers at our Teachers’ Appreciation Dinner, we’re doing more than simply thank-
ing them for their hard work.  We’re acknowledging how important they are to raising our children to be followers of Christ.  We 
protest against the sin of abortion, and we petition our government to outlaw it, but that doesn’t mean that we hate our country; 
rather, we love it, and wish to see it do good in the world. 

When you look at the things that we as Knights do, a couple of themes emerge.  The first is that faith leads to action, which in turn 
leads to greater faith.  If you truly believe that Jesus is God, then you’re compelled to sacrifice time, talent, and treasure for the bene-
fit of your fellow man.  And as you give of yourself for others, there you find Jesus, the very model of Christian giving.  The second 
theme you see emerge is the idea that our faith does not conflict with our citizenship, but rather makes us greater patriots.  Our nation 
was founded upon the ideals of freedom, equality, and justice; and when we fight for those things, we are fighting for the very King-
dom of God. 

So for 70 years, we here at Rock Creek have been practicing faith and citizenship in action.  Before Pope John Paul II talked about a 
new evangelization, we have been spreading the Good News by the sweat of our brows.  Before Pope Benedict XVI came to our 
shores and talked about faith in America, we have been living out our ideals in the example of Fr. Michael McGivney, our founder.  
For 70 years we have done this, and done it well. 

But what about the next 70 years?  Times change.  Bethesda has changed.  People have more of everything now, except time.  Our 
target new member has a wife, two or three kids, a career, and a Blackberry he can’t leave alone for two minutes.  I know; except for 
the kids, I’m that guy.  This man will tell you he doesn’t have any time, but what he means is he only has time for things he thinks 
are important.  We need to be more active, more involved, more helpful in the place our new member values highly—his parish.  
Once we’ve gotten his attention, we need to offer him service opportunities that fit within his limitations, rather than expect him to 
overcome them.  We should then reward him with social events that fit his family’s interests, rather than continue to do the things 
we’ve always done.  Lastly, we must make it clear to our new member that the world he wants to raise his children in is not going to 
make itself.  We need his help to make that world a reality, to continue serving the Church, the community, and each other.  That, 
brothers and sisters, is not just a formula for success, it’s how you renew the face of the Earth. 

Rock Creek Council has had amazing success in its first 70 years.  But each day is a new day, and we have to keep moving ahead.  
Our values are Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.  Putting these values into action is our mission.  We’ve been doing it for 70 
years.  If we but maintain our commitment, then Rock Creek Council will be a sight to behold in 2078. 

Vivat Jesus!  
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Celebrating Our 70th Anniversary 
On Saturday, June 7, the Council celebrated its 70th anniversary with a catered dinner at the Council home.  Enjoy some of the 

photos of the festivities with us.  Thanks to Roberto Ib���
����������� �!���"�	� �!�"���  

Bishop Martin Holley, Vicar General of the 
Archdiocese of Washington and a 4th de-
gree Knight, gave the Invocation and Final 

Blessing. 

Congratulations to Vince and Glenda 
Bunag!  GK Tony Ibáñez presented 

Vince with the first annual “Vince Bunag 
Lifetime Achievement Award” for his ser-

vice to the Council. 

Norbert Wittrock was recognized for his 
21 years of service as the Council’s 

Recorder.   

Come on guys, loosen up!  This is a celebra-
tion.  Gene Hogan, DD Tom Schneider, and 

Joe Murphy in rapt attention. 

MC Larry Grayson introducing 
“Rocky the Knight.” State Dep-

uty Ed Haynes questioned 
whether he was old enough to 

be in the Order. 

L to R: Francine Davio, State Treasurer Peter 
Davio, Msgr. Vincent Gatto, and Mary Susan 
Grayson listen to Bishop Holley’s remarks. 

L to R: Francine and State 
Treasurer Peter Davio, Leslie 
Ibáñez, State Deputy Edgar 
and Lisa Haynes lead the line 
for dinner.  

Joe Cantrel and Jim Kane 
discuss “old times”, while 

Gerry Kane looks on. 
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Installation and Mass at 
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4900 Strathmore Avenue, Garrett Park, MD 
11:30 AM 

 
Reception and Program at 
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On June 28, Grand Knight Tony Ibáñez hosted a party to thank the folks who supported him throughout his term.  The thanks, 
however, should go to the Ibáñez ladies (wife, mother and grandmother) who handled the set up, food, and serving. — Obrigado! 

Anne Murphy sam-
ples the hors d’oeu-
vres, while Bob Wa-
ters, Joe Murphy and 
Tony Ibáñez enjoy 
some conversation 

Jack Cunningham 
and Emilia Aragon 
trying the salteñas, 
fried yuca, llajwa, 
fried plantains, and 
homemade uminta 
— Mmm, delicioso! 

Bob Waters present-
ing a $1,000 check 
from the Seniors to 
support two semi-
narians at Mount St. 
Mary’s Seminary; 
$400 was raised at a 
Country Western 
Dance, and the Sen-
iors contributed the 
rest from their treas-
ury — Thanks, Bob.  
You and the “Young-
at-Heart” group are 
doing a great job. 

GK Tony Ibáñez 
presents Neil Dorian 
with a plaque and 
the McDonough 
Medal as the 2008-
09 Knight-of-the-
Year.  The Council 
and Kay Cee Club 
surprised Neil with a 
home computer as 
he refused to be 
compensated for his 
service as building 
manager and as 
rentals manager 
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Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

AMERICA ’ S CULTURAL  RELATIVISM  
It has been a fundamental belief of mankind throughout history 
that religion is essential not only to the lives of individuals, but to 
the life of the community and the nation as well.  Plato discussed 
its importance in The Republic, five centuries before the birth of 
our Lord.  As the Supreme Being, God has been viewed as the 
creator of man, the endower of unalienable human rights, the 
establisher of norms for man’s conduct, and the ultimate guaran-
tor of political life.  This was the commonly-held belief in Amer-
ica when this nation was established, although the people prac-
ticed this belief through many religious persuasions. 

In order to accommodate the diversity of denominations, Amer-
ica’s Founding Fathers created a Bill of Rights, which mandated 
that the state could not establish a religion nor interfere with the 
free practice thereof.  This principle has served the nation well 
for almost two centuries, allowing religious organizations to enter 
into the public discourse without the government coercing or 
showing favoritism among creeds.  The interpretation of this 
Right, however, has changed over the past five decades to re-
move any expression of religion from the public life of the na-
tion.  Faith has been rendered a purely private affair, and replaced 
in public matters with solely secular principles. 

When God is not considered relevant to public 
life, the foundation of the state is based on rea-
son alone.  There no longer are any absolutes.  
Disconnected from immutable standards, de-
mocracy becomes the consensus of the current 
voters or their representatives.  It essentially is 
an oligarchy of the majority, that is, an unre-
strained rule of the many in their own interests.  
When the will of the people becomes the ulti-
mate source of law and there are no inviolable 
norms, anything is possible.  A condition of 
moral or ethical relativism develops in support 
of man’s ego and craving for temporal pleasure.  
The state can declare anything it desires to be 
law; the only limit to its authority is its power 
to enforce it. 

Today, this condition largely exists in America.  
The result is a society that is spiritually empty.  
Abominations abound – sexuality is separated 
from marriage; human life, especially at the prenatal and final 
stages, is held in low regard; abortion is rampant; embryo experi-
mentation, cloning and euthanasia are lobbied for acceptance; 
marriage is redefined to include people of the same gender; the 
procreation of children is separated from marriage so that single 
women conceive without men; the concept of family is discon-
nected from having a father and mother, with homosexual part-
ners adopting children; the personal selection of one’s gender is 
beginning to be treated as a civil right; and pornography, adul-
tery, cohabitation, and immorality in various forms are common-
place.  The tone of American life has been so focused on money, 
success, power, and the acquisition of material things, with relig-
ion often just a comfortable, private, cultural matter, that we have 
become cowered by social pressure and desensitized to the path 

we tread to societal perdition. 

It is well to recall an inscription inside the Jefferson Memorial: 
“Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a 
conviction that these liberties are the gift of God? Indeed I trem-
ble for my country when I reflect that God is just, that his justice 
cannot sleep forever.”  If Thomas Jefferson could quiver at the 
consequence of ignoring God in the more religious 18th century, 
how much greater should be our fear in the 21st? 

Pope John Paul II, in his encyclical Evangelium Vitae, discussed 
the ethical relativism of our present-day democratic culture and 
its tendency to make legal what the majority of people practice 
and consider moral.  He stated: 

“Fundamentally, democracy is a ‘system’ and as such is a means 
and not an end. Its ‘moral’ value is not automatic, but depends on 
conformity to the moral law to which it, like every other form of 
human behaviour, must be subject: in other words, its morality 
depends on the morality of the ends which it pursues and of the 
means which it employs… The basis of these values cannot be 
provisional and changeable ‘majority’ opinions, but only the ac-
knowledgment of an objective moral law which, as the ‘natural 

law’ written in the human heart, is the obligatory 
point of reference for civil law itself.” 

This point was expanded upon by Pope Benedict 
XVI in an address to the European People’s 
Party, when he stated that the Catholic Church’s 
concern in the public arena is for the protection 
and promotion of the dignity of the person.  In 
that regard, the Pope set forth three non-
negotiable principles for the revitalization and 
reformation of Western society:  

· protection of life in all its stages, from the first 
moment of conception until natural death; 
· recognition, promotion and defense of the 
natural structure of the family, as a union be-
tween a man and a woman based on marriage; 
and 
· protection of the right of parents to educate 
their children. 

These principles are common to all humanity, as they are imbed-
ded in human nature itself.   Although they are not religious 
truths, they receive confirmation and further enhancement from 
faith. 

What can we, as individual members of the Knights of Colum-
bus, do to promote these principles in our daily lives?  An answer 
has been provided by our Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, in his 
book, A Civilization of Love, in which he sets forth a program of 
simple actions that every person can undertake to affect the 
world.  If you haven’t read the book, do so.  Then help transform 
our civilization by making faith an active part of your life.  

 Vivat Jesus!  

Pope John Paul II with then-
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
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July 25 – St. James, Apostle 

St. James, also known as 
James the Greater, was the 
elder brother of St. John, 
the Beloved Disci-
ple.  These two sons of 
Zebedee, were fishermen 
and partners with Simon 
Peter and his brother An-
drew.  The four were called 
by Jesus while mending their nets beside 
the sea of Galilee at the beginning of his 
ministry. As the James and John were 
severe in temper and impetuous in their 
evangelical zeal, Jesus nicknamed them 
“the sons of thunder”.  Peter, James, and 
John were the only Apostles allowed to 
be present at the miracle of the raising of 
Jairus's daughter, at the Transfiguration, 
and the Agony in Gethsemani.  It is be-
lieved that James spent several years 
preaching in Spain before returning to 
Jerusalem, where he was martyred with a 

sword at the direction of the Emperor 
Agrippa in 44 AD. 
 

July 26 – St. Joachim & St. 
Anne 

Joachim and Anne were a 
pious, childless couple who 
lived in Nazareth.  When 
Joachim came to the tem-
ple on a certain feast day to 
offer sacrifice, he was told 
that men without offspring 
were unworthy to be admit-
ted. Joachim was grief 
stricken and went into the mountains to 
pray in solitude. Anne, having learned the 
reason of the prolonged absence of her 
husband, cried to the Lord to take away 
from her the curse of sterility, promising 
to dedicate her child to God. Their 
prayers were heard.  The Archangel 
Gabriel appeared separately to each of 
them telling them that they would have a 

daughter whose name would be Mary.  
The baby was born, and at the age of 
three the parents fulfilled their vow to the 
Lord taking Mary to the temple to be 
raised in God’s service. 
 

August 6 — Transfiguration  

Near the end of His 
public ministry, Jesus 
took with him Peter 
and James and John 
and led them to a high 
mountain, Mount 
Thabor.  There He was 
transfigured before 
them.  Clothed in a 
radiant light, Our Lord spoke with Moses 
and Elijah.  Then a cloud enveloped 
them, and a voice said “This is my be-
loved Son.  Listen to Him.”  As they re-
turned, Jesus instructed them not to say 
anything of what they experienced until 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
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In the world of insurance, there are five 
risks to your financial security. Most of 
these risks get covered because of the 
requirements of others that force us to 
take action. However, whenever we 
must take individual action to cover 
risks to our family, sometimes we pro-
crastinate and put it off. But as Knights 
of Columbus, we should recall the 
watchword of our Order: Tempus Fugit 
– time flies, Memento Mori -- remember 
death. 

Who among us would fail to have home-
owners insurance? And yet there is only 
a 1 in 1,200 chance of filing and collect-
ing a claim on homeowners insurance. 

Which one of us would drive our cars 
without automobile insurance? Yet there 
is only a 1 in 240 chance that we would 
file and collect an automobile claim. 

And what about health insurance, we all 
need it and have it. Any yet there is only 
a 1 in 15 chance that we will file and 
collect a claim. Who would go without 
health insurance? 

There is much attention being focused 
on Long Term Care insurance today 

with the rapidly aging United States 
population and the retirement of the 
“baby boomer” generation. The very 
wealthy can meet long term care cost 
from their assets. And the very poor 
with less than $2,000 in assets can use 
the Medicare program to cover long 
term care costs, although the choices of 
facilities can be limited. What about the 
rest of us? Do we use all of our assets 
for long term care and then go on to 
Medicare, leaving no legacy for our chil-
dren? While some may die suddenly 
and therefore require no long term care, 
there is still a 1 in 4 chance that one 
spouse will need long term care. We 
have members that have depleted their 
assets and still need care.  

Finally we need to realize that there is a 
form of insurance that has a 1 in 1, that 
is, a 100% chance of paying a benefit. 
This is permanent, whole life insurance. 
While at minimum, an amount equal to 
burial costs is a good idea; this is a 
beautiful benefit available to members 
of the Knights of Columbus. 

Many members have multiple whole life 
policies. While there is a place for term 

(temporary) insurance and many are 
renting this for the term of their employ-
ment or for the term of their mortgage – 
unless they die all payments made go 
out like lease payments and never get 
recovered. 

Not so with whole life – permanent. It is 
like buying a house; some of the pay-
ment goes to principal and some goes 
to interest (the cost of insurance) and 
the principal earns tax deferred divi-
dends (last year 8.15%) that steadily 
increase both the death benefit and the 
Cash Value of the policy. It is an asset 
that goes on your Balance Sheet. With 
the tax deferral, other investments 
would have to earn over 12% to match 
the benefits of whole life.  You can bor-
row 90% against the cash value of the 
policy and never have to pay it back – 
the policy still is in force. You can turn it 
into an annuity payment in retirement, 
or just keep it for the 100% payable at 
death. 

J AMES  D. F I NN ,  M.B.A. 
Fraternal Benefits Advisor 

301 - 262 - 4300 
Finnjdf@aol.com  
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

���423��
'*-')��

Over 70 members and guests 
attended our “Summer Splash” 
meeting.  We again had no one 
volunteer to chair this function!  
Among the guests were Msgr. 
John Brady, Fr. Francis Alves, 
and Deacon Bob Hubbard.  The 
food was catered by Chesa-
peake Caterring Company.  I 
received many compliments on 
how much people enjoyed the 
food.  Many thanks to Darlene 
Coleman for helping me set up the hall and 
doing the flyer.  A big thanks to our Secre-
tary, Helen Brennan, for doing the mailing, 
and handling the door with Jean Gordon.  My 
gratitude to Bill Kiley and our V.P., Jim 
Young, for handling the bar, Ann Doby and 
Hilda Stofko the 50/50, and to Jack Cunning-
ham for keeping our books in order.  Note 
that Helen Brennan is organizing an email list 
for the seniors.  Please contact her at 301-
530-5120. 

On July 9, we will hold our Annual Indoor 
Picnic.  No one has volunteered to chair this 
event.  This function requires more help than 
any other.  If you can help, please call me.  In 
August, we will hold our Luncheon Meeting 
at Alfio’s.  A baseball trip is still “up in the 
air.”  Anyone who has not paid their dues by 
the next meeting will be dropped from our 
roles.  We have several new members, as our 
membership continues to grow. 
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR 
MILITARY! 

 

PRAYER CORNER 
In your prayers remember: 
Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill 
Bartels, Tom Becker, Dom Bel-
lia, William “Will” Bello, Larry 
Bisnett, Jean Boyland, John 
Bruce, Ray Celada, Jinny 
Chwirut, Maureen Collins, 
Maggie De Bettencourt, Barbara 

and Joe Dolan, Regina England, PGK Joe 
Falzon, Ed Flaim, Jane Frank, Marge Gallery, 
Susan Gordon Garcia, Lois Gargano, 
Katharine Giodati, Aurora and Bill Gordon, 
Art and  Carole Hanley, Stacey Harim, PGK, 
Frank Hayden, PSD Gene Hogan, Marie 
Horan, Saunders Jacobsen, Fr. Matt Kieman, 
Julia Marcus (Art Hanley’s granddaughter), 
Birthe McCabe, James Marketos, our Chap-
lain Emeritus Msgr. William O’Donnell, John 
O’Keefe, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, 
Anna Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, George and 
Joan Reed, Bridget Shanahan, Pat Siemien, 
John and Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray 
Timm, Joselyn Walter Graham and Regina 
Walter, Barbara Waters, R. Joyce Waters, my 
cousin Bernice Wilt, Louise Young, Nick and 
Karen Zack and Fran and Frank Zello. 

Pray for the souls of Helen Perry (widow of 
Les Perry), and Tom Kestel (Tom and his 
wife, Mary, chaired many Oktoberfest events) 

 
CHAPLAINS  

Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 
Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell—Emeritus 

Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 
 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Joseph G. Doniger—301-365-0376 

 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
John Vivian—301-461-3597 

 
CHANCELLOR 

Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 
WARDEN 

Michael Horan—301-365-3417 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-762-2418 

 
RECORDER 

Peter Ferrigno—301-469-6099 
 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli—301-299-5745 

 
ADVOCATE 

Kevin Kittka, PGK—301-469-8453 
 

INSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 
OUTSIDE GUARD 

 
TRUSTEES 

1-Year - John Cunningham, PGK—301-593-3255 
2-Year - Bruce Cathie—301-571-7220 

3-Year - Antonio Ibáñez, PGK—240-235-5839 

 
PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 

Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 
 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK—301-469 - 6099 

 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

TBA 
COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

TBA 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

TBA 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

TBA 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Antonio M. Ibáñez , PGK—240-235-5839 

 
LECTURER 

TBA 
PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 

Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 
 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK—301-977-3840 

 
McNAMARA CHAPTER OF GK’s 

Antonio M. Ibáñez—240-432-7838 
 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 
PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 

TBA 
PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 
CHATTER EDITOR 

Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 
e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 

 
WEBMASTER 

TBA 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES—301-530-2427 

Identity of the PGKs 
The folks in the photo on page 1 are (L to R): Joseph Cantrel, John Cunningham, 
Wesley Chin, William Morris, Lawrence Grayson, Victor Khayat, James Kane, 
“almost-PGK” Antonio Ibáñez, Eugene Hogan, State Deputy Edgar Haynes, Peter 
Ferrigno, Neil Dorian, Robert Waters, Joseph Murphy, Vincent Bunag, and Roberto 
Ib�� ez. 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

There are times when it is essential to notify 
members of important information, such as 
the death of a brother Knight, an upcoming 
event, change in schedules, cancellation of 
meetings, etc.  The most efficient and effec-
tive way to do this is by e-mail.  However, 
our records contain the e-mail addresses of 
only about 2% of our members.  To permit 
us to notify you in a timely manner of the 

times of Christian wake services, funeral 
masses, and other last-,minute communica-
tions, please send your e-mail address to me 
at josamurphy@msn.com.  We will not share 
the addresses with anyone outside the Coun-
cil.   

 
 Joe Murphy 
Financial Secretary 

Let’s Improve Our Communications 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 
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20   21 
 

22 
 

23 
K-C Club 
7:30 PM 

24 
 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
Social Mtg 8:00 

PM 

25 
�

26 
�

27 
 

Installation of 
Officers�

28 29 30 31 1 2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

Seniors 
Meeting 

12:30 PM 

14 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Business Mtg 

8:00 PM  
 

 

15 16 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
K-C Club 
7:30 PM 

21 
�

22 
 

23 
�

24 
 
 
31�

25 26 27 
 
 

28 
 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
Social Mtg 8:00 

PM 

29 30 
 

HOLY DAY OF 
OBLIGATION: 
Assumption 
of the BVM 

St. James, 
Apostle 

St. Joachim 
& St. Anne 

Korean War 
Ended (1953) 

VJ Day (1945) 
Atomic Bomb, 
Nagasaki (1945) 

       Feast of 
Transfiguration 

Atomic Bomb, 
Hiroshima (1945) 
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