
Worthy Brothers: 

It’s August and we’re now one month 
down on the Columbian Year with 
eleven to go. In this fast first month (I 
dare you say that three times, REALLY 
FAST)!, while most us were away on 
vacation or in town working, Rock 
Creek Council No. 2797 has installed a 
slate of officers, named committee 
chairs, conducted an audit and have laid 
two of our members to rest. While this 
sounds like a lot, it shouldn’t. We have 
more things in store for the month of September, with the excep-
tion of gathering at a funeral home for the passing of another 
member. May God grant us the wisdom and knowledge of our 
brother Knights for more time to come… 

In September, we have a degree scheduled as well as an event for 
the third Friday of the month. We also have a time and talent fair 
coming up at St. Jane De Chantal, and WE NEED VOLUN-
TEERS to help with the setup, take down and manning of the ta-
ble(s) for the designated weekend. Please don’t make me beg, 
plead or VOLUNTEER anyone. Just get in touch with Jack  

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights, 

As we begin the Fall Season we find 
ourselves celebrating the nativity of 
Our Blessed Mother.  Besides Jesus., 
only two births are celebrated in 
Church liturgy. They are the birth of 
John the Baptist and this September 
feast of Mary.  This feast originated 
centuries ago, and was adopted from 
our Eastern rite brothers and sisters, 
who have honored Mary's birth since 
the early days of the Church. 

 It is easy to see why we give recognition to Mary's birth.  She 
was given a large role to play in God's plan of salvation.  Her 
greatness stems not only from the love and devotion she showed 
to Jesus and others, but from her total willingness to do whatever 
God asked of her.  She gave herself, in a most personal way, for 
our salvation.  She became the first disciple of Jesus and Mother 
of the Church. 

Who was this young woman who was selected to be the mother 
of God?  We actually know very little. There is nothing in Scrip-

(Continued on page 2) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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The new Council Officers were installed on July 27 at Holy Cross Church.  For highlights of the 
installation and reception, see the photo spread .on page 7. 

Grand Knight Doniger 
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It was gratifying to see many of you at the 
Membership and Programs seminar at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel High School on 
July 30. Yes, I know this is September al-
ready, but the seminar took place after the 
deadline for the August issue... so here we 
are.  Now each council is busy putting to 
work the ideas they gathered there. 

I would also like to congratulate all the 
new council officers from our entire Dis-
trict as by the time you read this all would 
have been properly installed; and it would 
be unforgivable if I did not especially 
thank our Worthy District Warden, Rich-
ard Earenfight, for the invaluable help he 
gave me these last two months, especially 
before, during and after each Installation 
Ceremony.  Of course, I must also mention 
the excellent presence and performance of 
O’Boyle and Sullivan Brothers Assem-
blies, who provided such dignity and pag-
eantry to said ceremonies. I only voice the 
sentiments of all the membership when I 
offer them our thanks and congratulations 
for a job perfectly done.  They certainly 
made my work easier. 

Next month’s highlight of State-sponsored 
activities is the Columbus Day Ball.  Each 
Council is encouraged to reserve a full ta-
ble, and provide the name of each  person 
attending.  That is an excellent gathering, 
formal, with sit-down dinner, open bar and 
dancing to a live band.  Ask your Grand 
Knight for details, and send  your reserva-
tions.  You may want to have your ad in 
the program as well.  All those details 
were distributed to each Grand Knight; 

there is still time to do both. 

Our Worthy District Warden and I will 
start meeting with each of the Grand 
Knights to see where each Council is and 
how can we help them achieve the goals 
set by Supreme and State.  Sometimes an 
event cannot be held by a Council on its 
own... but in conjunction with other coun-
cils it can easily come to reality.  If a Dis-
trict function can help one or more coun-
cils to achieve those goals, then we should 
study that possibility.  If any brother 
knight has ideas which can help his Coun-
cil, this is the time to contact your Grand 
Knight.  Then, when we meet with him, all 
plans will be ready for review and discus-
sion.  All this is really important because 
with September we finish our First Quar-
ter, and in early October each Grand 
Knight must have his Church, Community, 
Family, Youth and Council Activity Re-
ports ready for my signature and submis-
sion to the State Council.  Unless the event 
has not yet taken place... start putting those 
reports together, right now! 

Finally, I remind all of you that this Sep-
tember 11 marks the 7th anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks in the U.S.  It will also be 
our Order’s 4th annual World Day of 
Prayer for Peace.  I urge all four of our 
Councils to conduct a program of prayer, 
as small or elaborate as each can, to be 
held on that day. Three of us have a meet-
ing that very day! New prayer cards and 
posters are available from Supreme’s Sup-
ply Department. 

Mary, Queen of the Knights, Pray for us. 
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Vivian, Tony Ibanez or myself, and let us know what Mass 
you’ll be attending… Our numbers are posted in the Chatter and 
down at the KC Lounge. Better still, send me an e-mail to: 
jodonige@comcast.net. Let me know if you help with this event 
and others that are currently in the works. Tootsie Roll & Car 
Raffle to name a few.  

I would like to take this time to publicly thank all of you who 
stepped up to chair committees, and into council chair positions. 
Thanks to: John Vivian, Art Harris, Mike Horan, Peter Ferrigno, 
Joe Murphy, Alex Castelli, Tony Ibanez, Bruce Cathie, Wes 
Chin, Kevin Kittka, Jack Vivian, Greg Curtain, Tom Stallone, 
Bob Waters, Vince Bunag, Msgr. Gatto and Fr. Santibal. 

Next I would like to give special thanks to PGK and Current 
DW Roberto Ibanez and Mary Jo for all of their assistance in 
getting the installation program off the ground and putting on a 

great show. Also, I’d be remiss if I left out, immediate PGK, 
Tony Ibanez and his wife Leslie along with PGK Neil Dorian for 
their help in the preparations. And, most importantly my wife, 
Diana. Without her support, I wouldn’t even be writing this. So 
one last time THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED MAKE 
THIS A GOOD START! Let’s keep the momentum going! 

With that, I’d like to ask everyone to consider the following sug-
gestion. During the rest of this calendar year, keep a Form 100 in 
your pocket and present one when asking a prospective member 
to JOIN the Knights of Columbus. The situation in which you do 
so can be of your own choosing, but I recommend doing so at 
mass, during the moment we introduce ourselves at the begin-
ning or while offering peace. Just try it to see what happens. I’d 
love to post the stories of the reactions in later issues, both good 
and bad. 

One more thing, remember, this is OUR council. It is up to each 
and every one of us to participate in some way. So get out there 
and be part of it! See you all at one of the meetings! 

(Continued from page 1) 

ture that tells us of her life before she was 
visited by Gabriel and accepted God's invi-
tation to serve in this role.  Tradition tells 
us that her parents were Ann and Joachim, 
faithful people who were childless until 
God answered therir prayers and gave them 
a baby in their advancing years. We know 
she had a relative, Elizabeth, whom she 
visited and with whom she shared the joy 
of pregnancy.  Elizabeth, through the Holy 
Spirit, recognized that Mary was carrying 
the Messiah.  Elizabeth, herself, was preg-
nant ..  Her child would grow up to be John 
the Baptist, who would also play a major 
role in our salvation history.  What a 
blessed family! 

One of the remarkable things about this 
family is that these people seemed pretty 
ordinary.  Tradition teaches us that they 
were close to God, following the laws and 
rituals prescribed, and being faithful Jews.  
They seem to have lived their lives in ways 
not particularly unlike how we lead our 
lives. And yet, God singled them out to do 
his work.  In fact, God asks each of us to 
give ourselves to do his work. How do we 
answer this invitation?  What kind of re-
sponse do we give?  Mary provided us with 
a superb example when she said yes to 
God.  Now, as we celebrate her birth, let us 
follow in her footsteps, responding with 
our own yes, and trusting that God's grace 
will help us fulfill whatever he asks of us. 
  
God Bless you, 
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 Some of 
your may 
remember 
that we 
had David 
Bereit, 
National 
Campaign 
Director , 
for the 40 
Days for 
Life Rally  

here at our Council on Tuesday, October 
16th 2007. At the end of this period he was 
to have visited 89 cities within 32 states. 
In each city, pro-life supporters were in-
volved in praying, fasting and participat-
ing at the Planned Parenthood facilities 
(abortion clinics). At that time Mr. Bereit 
had informed us that he has had as many 
as 700 helpers, within a single city, work-
ing for his campaign. Thinking that he 
had finally concluded the 40 days, fifty-
nine additional cities wanted him to ex-
tend the 40 Days. By the time lent of 2008 
was concluded, a total of 139 cities within 
43 states had conducted the 40 Days for 
Life Campaign. An article in Defend 
Life , May-June, 2008, attested that over 

150,000 people had prayed and fasted, 
35,000 had stood vigil at abortion clinics. 
Bereit stated that “he was sure that at least 
514 babies were saved from abortions; 
two Planned Parenthood operations 
abruptly stopped doing abortions. All this 
has been accomplished on a budget of just 
$74,916.36”.  

On July 9, 2008, in an article in the sec-
tion of Mailbox of the Washington Times, 
Carolyn Naughton, wife of John Naugh-
ton, of Mustard Seed, stated that “Parents 
can best address teen pregnancy – in-
tended and unintended - by talking con-
stantly with their children about getting an 
education, setting life goals, getting mar-
ried and starting a family”. She related 
that they should “Talk about the timing of 
these events and be clear about your 
views”. She further recounted, “It is also 
important to explain to teens that babies 
and children do best with adult parents – 
mothers and fathers - who are committed 
to each other and can provide a stable 
home”. 

It seems that a number of college students 
have joined the protest in front of Planned 
Parenthood facilities. They have joined 

the many pro-life organizations that are 
informing the public what Planned Parent-
hood is doing with the 300 million dollars 
that the federal government is giving them 
each year. “It’s time to talk about race 
when Jesse Jackson, Al Sharpton, Barack 
Obama and Hillary Clinton have remained 
silent on blatant racist acts by Planned 
Parenthood” stated, Kristan Hawkins, 
Director of Students for Life of Amer-
ica, in an article Defund, founded in the 
May-June 2008 Defend Life. In conclu-
sion, I noted that there was an ad in this 
Defend Life Publication: Towson Pro-
Life, Fighting the Culture of Death at 
Towson University, by John Eubank. I 
believe that as members of Knights of 
Columbus, it would be terrific for brother 
knights and college students to work to-
gether to make a big dent in the abortions 
performed in this country. Those of you, 
who may have children in college, ask 
them if they have a Pro-Life Movement at 
their school. If so, asking what they are 
doing to contribute to its success. Then 
ask what you, as their father and a Knight 
of Columbus, can do to help. 

God Bless. 

 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

On Sunday, July 27, 2008, the Mass for the Installation of Offi-
cers for the Columbian year 2008-2009, was held at Holy Cross 
Church, 11:30 pm. Rev. Msgr. R. Cary Hill, Pastor of Holy 
Cross Parish celebrated this Mass. Rev. Msgr. Vincent Gatto, 
our Council Chaplain concelebrated. Deacon Robert Hubbard, 
Associate Chaplain participated.  E. Roberto Ibanez, PGK II, 
DD #18 was the adult acolyte. 

Among those present for the Mass was: State Warden Stephen 
Cohen and his wife; McNamara Chapter President, Thomas 
Schneider and his wife; Faithful Navigator of the Cardinal 
O’Boyle Assembly, John Fox and his wife; Grand Knights of 
St. Manyanet Council #5567, Mater Dei Council # 9774 and St. 
Elizabeth # 12796 and wives honored us with their presence. 
Most of the incoming officers and a few of the members of our 
Council were present with their wives, guests and family. It is 
such a beautiful way to prepare for the Installation of Officers. 

A further dignity and splendor to those that participated in this 
Mass were the 10 Color Corps members of the Cardinal 
O’Boyle Assembly, including Harry Duncan, the Commander 

of the Color Corps. I felt that more members should have at-
tended. Remember that every Installation bring in officers that 
will give leadership to your Council. What better way of telling 
the new officers that you support them and wish them well for 
the ensuing year, than show your support with your presence. 

Once again, St. Jane Frances de Chantal has asked us to partici-
pate in their Time, Talent and Treasure Fair following all 
Masses on September 20th and 21st. Remember that this is the 
only time that Rock Creek Council has an opportunity to hold 
their Membership Drive with this parish. Last year, I felt that we 
did remarkably well. We were able to sign up eight candidates 
for their First Degree. PGK Tony Ibanez, our new Membership 
Director asks those who know of anyone interested in becoming 
a Knight to contact him at (240) 235-5839. He promised us, at 
the 70th Anniversary Party, that he would do whatever it takes to 
have a successful Columbian year with new members. So show 
your support and contact him and agree to help at our assigned 
table, at the Fair, this September. He, in no way, can do it alone. 
God Bless. 
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ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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Your Council Website 
Did you know that Rock Creek Council has a website? — 
A website that is full of useful information about the Coun-
cil, our activities, upcoming events, scholarship opportuni-
ties, Rock Creek Mansion rentals, our history, the Knights 
of Columbus, our members, and more. 
 
Please visit it at www.kofc2797.org  — Better still, book-
mark the site and visit it often. 
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���� Washington’s summers are notoriously unpleasant—
hot, humid and often hazy.  Aside from several breaks of 
a day or two, it has lived up to its history.  Therefore, the 
plans the Auxiliary had to visit the Butterfly Exhibit at 
Brookside Gardens had to be put off. In addition to the 
weather, several members were out of town for family 
celebrations or vacations.  Hopefully they will come back 
rested and ready to attend our first meeting of the 2008-09 
season which will be held on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 
9TH, at 1:30 PM at the Council.  To any ladies reading 
this-- care to join us?  We will welcome you with refresh-
ments!  Any questions?  Call me at 301-530-0210. 
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Order Affirms Pro-Life Issues at 
Supreme Convention 

In his address opening this year’s annual international K 
of C convention, held in Quebec in early August, Supreme 
Knight Carl A. Anderson called on Catholic voters to "stop 
accommodating pro-abortion politicians," and encouraged 
them to "say 'no' to every candidate of every political party 
who supports abortion."  

The delegates later adopted a resolution challenging "our 
fellow Catholics who are elected officials to be true to the 
faith they claim to profess by acting bravely and publicly in 
defense of life, affirming with Pope Benedict XVI that 
'there can be no room for purely private religion.'"  The 
resolution stated that the organization reaffirms its 
"commitment to building a culture of life by promoting poli-
cies that favor the family," and reaffirmed the organiza-
tion's "long standing policy of not inviting to any Knights of 
Columbus event persons, especially public officials or 
candidates for public office, who do not support the legal 
protection of unborn children."   

Delegates also adopted a resolution opposing "any gov-
ernmental action or policy that promotes abortion, embry-
onic stem cell research, human cloning, euthanasia, as-
sisted suicide and other offenses against life," and an-
other calling for "legal and constitutional protection . . . for 
the definition of marriage as the union of one man and 
one woman to the exclusion of all others."  The latter reso-
lution declares that "marriage is a natural institution based 
on ancient human values that have evolved over time into 
a unique and deeply rooted social, legal and religious in-
stitution," and that it "reflects the natural biological com-
plementarity between man and woman which predates 
the state and which is woven into the social and religious 
fabric of every major culture and society." 

Additional resolutions dealt with other public policy issues, 
including building a culture of life, religious liberty, the Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights, decency on the 
Internet and in the media, Catholic education, and the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  The texts of all the resolutions can 
be found 
at: http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/convention_2008/resoluti
ons/index.html 

Norman V. White Scholarships 
 
Several years ago, Brother Norman White passed away 
and left part of his estate to the Council to establish a 
scholarship fund.  An agreement has been reached to 
create scholarships in Norman’s name at The Catholic 
University of America for doctoral study in philosophy.  
The school is the only one in the country approved by the 
Vatican to offer ecclesiastical doctoral degrees in phi-
losophy.  Details of the awards are being worked out. 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 

FOURTH  DEGREE 
The Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle Assembly 
#386  helped support the participation of S/K 
Wayne Miller at the National Veterans 
Wheelchair Games  in Omaha, Nebraska, July 25-29.   
Wayne took 1st place in individual bowling.  His team also 
won the gold in softball.  The DC group, which included six 
amputees from the Iraq-Afghanistan conflict, Wayne who is a 
Vietnam amputee, and two veterans who are quadriplegics, 
win a total of 20 medals.  Well done guys!  And congratula-
tions to Wayne, who is the Assembly’s Color Corps Com-
mander. 
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COMMUNITY : THE KEY TO A STABLE  SOCIETY  
The Constitution of the United States, like similar political 
documents, is of itself merely a set of statements on paper.  Its 
authority and permanence depend on the degree to which it 
captures the beliefs, customs and aspirations of the nation’s 
people.  If it does this well, as the American Constitution has, 
then it will gain the acceptance and willing compliance of most 
of the populace.  A well-written Constitution not only reflects 
the ideals of the community, but as future generations are 
raised under the principles it sets forth, it helps form the com-
munity, serving to unite its various segments and regions – 
both in the present and for the future. 

A strong community, one that connects individual to family, 
family to group, group to country, is necessary for a stable and 
just nation.  Such a community cannot be built on the drive for 
individual success, on continual efforts for financial gain, or on 
a dominant motive for material progress.  Rather, as Pope 
Benedict XVI reminds us, we must recognize that all people are 
brothers and sisters under the fatherhood of God, that we have 
obligations toward the common good of society, and that we all 
must strive for that higher, eternal destiny toward which we are 
called. 

Since the nation’s founding, the American people, as a whole, 
have held beliefs rooted in Judeo-Christian teachings.  These 
doctrines provided the standards against which the laws and 
actions of the nation could be judged.  Alexis de Tocqueville, 
in his seminal work, Democracy in America, pointed out that 
for Americans “the ideas of Christianity and liberty are so com-
pletely mingled that it is almost impossible to get them to con-
ceive of one without the other; it is not a question with them of 
sterile beliefs bequeathed by the past and vegetating rather than 
living in the depths of the soul.” 

The principles set forth in the U.S. Constitution, and thus the 
cohesiveness of society, have been strained from time to time.  
The nation has experienced large-scale immigration, massive 
shifts of population from one region to another, raucous dis-
putes between management and labor, the wide-scale adoption 
of technological innovations and the attitude-shifting effects of 
mass media, as well as protests and rioting over issues of war 
and discrimination.  On numerous occasions, American society 
might have fractured into irreparable segments or lurched into 
irresponsible individualism, had it not been held together by the 
bonds of Christian teaching. 

More recently, however, there has been a general movement to 
replace long-standing moral precepts that determine how peo-
ple live and die with values that emphasize secular interests.  
God has been removed from the public sphere and religion 
made a private affair.  These changes undermine the immutable 
standards that are necessary for a just and cohesive society, 
especially one based on the will of the people.  A society can-
not endure without standards of judgment superior to the mood 
of the moment.  The standards must be rooted in unalterable 
religious truths, for popular opinion is too tenuous and short-
lived to sustain a stable society. 

Today, too many people are disconnected from any meaningful 
community.  Many do not feel they have roots in their 
neighborhood, in the nation or in the predominant culture.  
Paradoxically, the rootless are often found in two societal ex-
tremes.  There are those who feel financially impoverished or 
culturally excluded.  These people often demand what they 
believe is owed to them, seeking privileges and gains without 
making the efforts to earn them.   In contrast are those who 
have achieved substantial material success and work continu-
ally to expand their wealth well-beyond what they need, with-
out accepting their obligations to society or their responsibili-
ties toward others.  The people at these extremes exist as atom-
ized units, detached from the larger society in which they live. 

As children of God, striving for our eternal reward, we have 
obligations toward one another, toward developing community, 
and assisting individuals to relate to the group.  The Church 
views this commitment to solidarity as a social principle be-
cause of our common origins and dependence on one another, 
and as a moral virtue because of the equality we possess before 
God and Our Lord’s exemplification of solidarity when He 
took on our humanity to redeem us through His death and res-
urrection. 

Archbishop Pietro Sambi, Papal Nuncio to the United States, 
explained that Pope Benedict XVI’s underlying message during 
his recent visit to the United States is that the world is in need 
of a new evangelization, a revitalization which must begin at 
the core of the Church itself.  Catholics need a clear identity of 
who they are and a strong sense of belonging to a community 
of believers.  The foundation required to launch the new evan-
gelization, said the Nuncio, is formation in the faith. 

As Knights of Columbus, fraternity, which is a way of exempli-
fying the principle of solidarity, is one of the four guiding ten-
ets of our Order.  Our fraternity is built on love of our fellow 
man.  It incorporates charity in words, actions and deeds to-
ward others.  Through the unity of our Order, we build a com-
munity of like-minded men.  We strengthen that community 
through the programs we conduct.  We must not forget, how-
ever, that while we construct social bonds with other Knights, 
we also have an obligation to help each other develop a strong 
formation in the faith.  Through this social and spiritual frater-
nity, we can serve our brother Knights, our Order, and our na-
tion.  We can be among the vanguard of the new evangeliza-
tion. 

Vivat Jesus! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Published in August) 
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We Begin a New Fraternal Year 
On Sunday, July 27, the officers for the coming Fraternal Year were installed, beginning with a Mass at Holy Cross Church.  
Following the formal ceremonies, the officers, members, dignitaries and guests convened at Rock Creek Mansion for dinner, 

and conviviality. 

(Clockwise from upper left) 

Msgr. R. Cary Hill and Msgr. Vincent Gatto, 
assisted by Deacon Robert Hubbard, con-

celebrate Mass; 

Inductees aligned as a cross, with the Color 
Corps from Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle 

Assembly standing as ceremonial guard; 

District Deputy Roberto Ibáñez gives 
charge to Grand Knight Joseph Doniger; 

Msgr. Vincent Gatto praying for the Officers 
and Council; 

MC Joseph Murphy greeting the attendees 
at dinner; 

The new chair officers — Grand Knight 
Joseph Doniger, Chancellor Arthur Harris, 
Warden Michael Horan, and Deputy Grand 

Knight John Vivian; 

Grand Knight Joseph Doniger giving gift to 
Tony Ibáñez in appreciation for his year of 

service as Grand Knight, while Leslie 
Ibáñez looks on; 

State Warden Stephen Cohen, McNamara 
Chapter of Grand Knights President Tho-

mas Schneider and Tony Ibáñez; 

Deputy Grand Knight John Vivian with his 
son, Outside Guard Jack Vivian. 
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Fraternal Benefits Advisor 

301 - 262 - 4300 
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Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

THE FOUR HORSEMEN 
In the Book of Revelation, St. John writes in symbolic terms of the 
struggle between good and evil, of the conflict between the 
worldly Babylon and the divinity-seeking Jerusalem, of the diffi-
culties we must contend with on earth to gain our reward of an 
eternity with God.  In our earthly existence, Satan tempts us with 
alluring idols, false prophets, and sensuous pleasures so that we 
will turn away from God, attracted by the material present, forget-
ting why we were created. 

One of the metaphors St. John uses is of four men astride horses of 
different colors, who were released bringing devastation to the 
world.  In a sense, America -- and indeed the West -- is faced with 
four apocalyptic horsemen today.  The first, riding a white steed, is 
materialism, which holds forth the image of greater and greater 
happiness to be attained through things of this world.  This is an 
alluring, but false promise.  In striving for material advancement, 
we put total faith in our reason, ignoring higher-order, spiritual 
truths.  Science and technology become dominant tools, as man 
plays god, trying to remake the world and himself.  The result is a 
famine of the transcendent.  We have a superabundance of con-
sumer goods, but do not know why we were created.  We are con-
cerned about accumulating as much money, power, prestige and 
status as we can, but ignore the soul.  We establish laws that pro-
tect the environment, animals, and 
the goods we have amassed, but 
disregard the value of human life.  
Materialism has warped the mean-
ing of our existence. 

The second, mounted on a red 
stallion, is secularism, which 
prompts people to wage war 
against God.  The campaign oc-
curs gradually, incrementally, 
consistently in efforts to prohibit 
any public expression of faith and 
in attempts to force people to act in opposition to their con-
sciences. There are movements to ban the display of the Ten Com-
mandments in courthouses, to forbid non-sectarian prayers in pub-
lic schools, to force pharmacists to dispense abortifacient medica-
tions, to require Catholic hospitals to perform abortions, to compel 
the Boy Scouts to accept homosexual men as scout leaders, to take 
the words “under God” out of the Pledge of Allegiance, to deny 
board certification to physicians who refuse to provide abortion 
and sterilization services, to redefine the meaning of marriage, to 
mandate that Catholic social service agencies allow same-sex cou-
ples to adopt children.  Religion is presented in the major media in 
the form of controversies and scandals, while moral issues are 
often represented as a clash between secular views that promote 
tolerance and pluralism and religious views that are narrow and 
dogmatic.  The clash, however, is not between religious and the 
secular views – which can coexist as demonstrated by the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution -- but between those who 
believe in a higher moral law and those who reject any infringe-
ment on their desire to live as they please.  It is a conflict between 
religious faith and a secular ideology. 

The third, astride a black horse, is hedonism, which is concerned 
only about pleasure as the ultimate good.  Sensuality does violence 

to morality, and results in a famine of grace in the soul.  It creates 
an environment of religious indifference.  Many people call them-
selves Catholic, but live as if God does not exist.  Their focus is on 
“me” and what gives “me” pleasure.  The individual assumes no 
responsibility for others, and does not have a deep commitment to 
family, community or country.  The result is that divorce is com-
monplace, abortions are rampant, pornography is rife, and mar-
riage is treated as a breakable contract rather than a lifelong cove-
nant.  Hedonism exists because there is a denial – sometimes overt 
but more often tacit -- of God and of the existence of an immortal 
soul.  The Catholic author, Flannery O'Connor, insightfully wrote 
that people are so busy “reducing everything to human proportions 
that in time they lose even the sense of the human itself.” 

The fourth, atop a pale-green steed, is relativism, which brings 
pestilence, decay and death to the dominant culture.  It maintains 
that every manner of living and every culture are equally good.  
Relativism is deceptive.  It promotes tolerance and openness to 
other views and ways of life, which can be a virtue, but does so to 
an extreme.  It does not recognize anything as absolute, and leaves 
the ultimate choice to the individual.  As a result, a culture of death 
is accepted as compassionate, but a culture of life is rejected as 
dogmatic.  Relativism breeds a sense of religious mediocrity 

through an underdeveloped faith.  
Too many Catholics are embar-
rassed to speak about their beliefs, 
and studiously avoid discussions 
about religion.  The result is that 
America and the West are becom-
ing value-free, nihilistic, anything 
goes societies. 

The vision St. John presents is not 
without hope, and neither is the 
challenge to revitalize the culture 
of our nation.  As St. John tells us, 

“Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the throne, and 
from the Lamb.”  Our hope is in the Lord.  Pope Benedict XVI has 
stated that Catholics in the United States must develop a clear 
Catholic identity and a strong sense of belonging, of being part of 
a community.  The foundation for this is a new evangelization. We 
must develop once again a sense of the Divine, a knowledge of our 
faith – and we must practice it in our daily lives. 

As Knights of Columbus, we can be in the vanguard of this evan-
gelization.  Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, at the Supreme Con-
vention last month, exhorted the Order to “be co-workers in the 
revival of the Church that our great Pope is leading.”  Building a 
new civilization, he continued, “will not be easy.  But it is our 
mission, our vocation, our solemn duty.”  We can begin by educat-
ing ourselves and our members about what it means to be a Catho-
lic.  There are many resources to do so that the Order provides 
through its Catholic Information Service.  Then make prayer a 
natural part of our lives.  Begin by having your Council recite the 
Rosary before each meeting.  These are small, but forward steps.  
To paraphrase a popular church hymn: Let us evangelize the na-
tion, and let it begin with me. 

Vivat Jesus! 
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September 8 – Birth of the 
Virgin Mary 

At Mary’s birth, the 
world was rife with radi-
cal Paganism.  Vices 
prevailed, idolatry was 
dominant, and abomina-
tion had penetrated the 
Jewish religion.  At this 
time, God decided He 
would enter the world, 
and brought Mary to birth as his future 
mother.  This marked a final era in the 
Old Covenant, as mankind had been wait-
ing for thousands of years for the coming 
of the Messiah.  Our Lady was conceived 
without original sin as a special grace 
because God had selected her to become 
the mother of His Son, giving her a singu-
lar and peerless position.  The Feast of 
the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary has 
been celebrated in the Church at least 
since the 8th Century.  The Church's cal-
endar observes the birthdays of only two 
saints: Saint John the Baptist (June 24), 
and Mary, Mother of Jesus.  In celebrat-
ing the nativity of Mary, Christians an-
ticipate the Incarnation and birth of her 
Divine Son, and give honor to the mother 
of Our Lord and Savior. 
 
 

September 15 – Our Lady of 
Sorrows 

Our Lady of Sorrows is one of several 
similar titles that refers to seven events or 
sorrows (in Latin called dolors) in the life 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Often de-
picted in art, they are: 
the prophecy of Simeon 
who told Mary when the 
infant Jesus was pre-
sented in the temple that 
the baby was destined 
for the falling and rising 
of many in Israel, and 
that “a sword will pierce your soul too”; 
the flight of the Holy Family into Egypt; 
the loss of the child Jesus for three days 
in the Temple; the meeting of Jesus and 
Mary along the way of the cross; when 
Mary stands at the foot of the cross bear-
ing her crucified son; when Mary receives 
the lifeless body of Jesus from the cross; 
and the burial of Jesus. 
 
 

September 23 — St. Pio of 
Pietrelcina  

Padre Pio was born in 1887 in Pietrelcina, 
Italy.  From his early childhood, he had a 
deep piety and, at age 15, he entered the 
Order of Friars Minor Capuchin.  Within 
a month after being ordained a priest in 
1910, Jesus and Mary appeared to Padre 
Pio and gave him the stigmata, which he 
asked to be taken away, keeping his su-
pernatural life a secret.  After a separation 

from his religious com-
munity because of con-
tinuing ill-health, Padre 
Pio was assigned in 
1916 to San Giovanni 
Rotondo.  When World 
War I raged, Padre Pio 
offered himself as a 
victim for the end the 
hostilities.  He soon had a vision in which 
Christ appeared and pierced his side, 
which resulted in a physical wound.  A 
few weeks later, on September 20, 1918, 
as he was praying, Christ appeared again 
and gave him the full five wounds of the 
stigmata.  They would stay with him for 
his remaining 50 years.  With his spiritual 
gifts of the stigmata, prophecy and bilo-
cation, Padre Pio was a visible sign of 
God on Earth.  Pilgrims flocked to San 
Giovanni Rotondo, keeping Padre Pio 
busy for nineteen hours a day – offering 
Mass, hearing confessions and handling 
correspondence.  In the mid-1960s, his 
health began to deteriorate, but Padre Pio 
continued to offer the Mass and hear con-
fessions for many hours each day.  
Shortly after his death on September 23, 
1968, over a hundred thousand people 
gathered at San Giovanni Rotondo to pay 
their respects to this holy man.  His theol-
ogy of life, to seek heaven and put trust in 
the Lord, is summed up in his motto: 
"Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry." 
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Thank You, Peter and Mary Ann 
 

Defend Life was getting ready to conduct its 8th annual Face the Truth Tour in 
the Washington-Baltimore area from July 28-August 1.  Young and more ma-
ture folks were coming from many parts of the country to hold signs showing 
the horrors of abortion at 15 
stops on the tour.  With 
many of the demonstra-
tors needing places to 
stay, Peter and Mary Ann 
Ferrigno were call and 
asked if they could accom-
modate five girls over 
night.  They said, yes.  
Soon after, one of the chaper-
ones called Mary Ann 
and asked if a sixth person 
could come. Again she agreed.  When they arrived, there were eight and the 
chaperone said, I knew you wouldn't mind — and Peter and Mary Ann didn’t.  
The five girls and three chaperones came from Owings Mills, MD, Pittsburgh, 
PA, Bethlehem PA, Erie, PA, Cedar Rapids, IA, and Las Cruces, NM. 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

We had 50 members and guests 
at our annual August Luncheon 
at Alfio’s.  We were  honored 
to have Fr. Francis Alves, Dea-
con John Shewmaker ans his 
wife, Monica, PSD Gene Ho-
gan, and our Grand Knight Joe 
Doniger.  Since no one volun-
teered to chair this function, 
you know who was the chair-
man.  Many thanks to Helen 
Brennan, Darlene Coleman and 
Jack Cunningham for their help putting this 
function together, to our V.P. Jim Young and 
his wife, Louise, for help at the door, and to 
Ann Doby and Hilda Stofko for conducting 
the 50/50. 

As I explained at the last few meetings, we 
need help as I cannot continue to do every-
thing while living half-time in Ocean City.  
Since then, I have received a number of 
“Bob, we ought’a” comments.  This translates 
to “Bob, you should do this.”  What I need is 
“Bob, this is what I can do.”  My thanks to 
Sally McCarthy, as the only one who volun-
teered by saying she would chair the Septem-
ber cocktail party/meeting.  THANK YOU, 
SALLY!!! 

We have 150 members.  For us to function 
we need people to set up the hall, to decorate 
the tables, to tend the bar, to work in the 
kitchen, to cook (July picnic), to take reserva-
tions, to work the door, to make flyers, to do 
mailings, to order and buy food, etc.  Note 
that table cloths must be cleaned before fold-
ing! 

Some of our members are doing yeoman ser-
vice with some of these assignments, e.g.,  
Bill Kiley (bar), Helen Brennan (flyers, etc.), 
and Charlie and Marge Swanke (table decora-
tions).  But we need back-up help, when they 
cannot attend.  Most of our functions require 
one hour a month, or only a few hours a year.  
For those who cannot help, they can make our 
jobs easier by making their reservations on 
time, eliminate all of the phone calls after the 
deadline, and pay their dues on time.  This 
will stop the need for follow-up.  Dues are 
$12.00 per year. 

Our summer cocktail party/meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, September 10 at 12:00 
noon.  Flyers were given to everyone who 
attended  our mneeting at Alfio’s.  Flyer will 

be sent to all other “paid mem-
bers.”  Helen Brennan (301-530-
5120) is setting up an email for 
flyers and announcements.  
Please call Helen to help her put 
this together. 

We talked about a future Hal-
loween party/meeting, but re-
ceived little response.  I chaired 
a successful and enjoyable trip to 
Cal Ripken Stadium several 
years ago, and we thought of 

doing another such trip this year, but no one 
volunteered to help.  It still is a possibility, if 
someone wished to organize it.  It only re-
quires a few phone calls to the Stadium, to 
the bus company, and creating a flyer. 

This is your Senior’s Club.  We can only do 
what you are members want and are willing 
to help with.\ 

GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 

 

PRAYER CORNER 
In your prayers remember: Eureka & Eliza-
beth Arcand, Bill Bartels, Tom Becker, Dom 
Bellia, William “Will” Bello, Larry Bisnett, 
Jean Boyland, John Bruce, Ray Celada, Jinny 
Chwirut, Maureen Collins, Maggie De Bet-
tencourt, Barbara Dolan, Regina England, 
PGK Joe Falzon, Ed Flaim, Jane Frank, 
Marge Gallery, Susan Gordon Garcia, Lois 
Gargano, Katharine Giodati, Aurora and Bill 
Gordon, Art and  Carole Hanley, Stacey Ha-
rim, PGK, Frank Hayden, PSD Gene Hogan, 
Marie Horan, Saunders Jacobsen, Fr. Matt 
Kieman, Julia Marcus (Art Hanley’s grand-
daughter), Birthe McCabe, James Marketos, 
our Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. William 
O’Donnell, John O’Keefe, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. 
Maureen Patrice, Anna Pitcher, Fr. David 
Pollak, George and Joan Reed, Bridget 
Shanahan, Pat Siemien, John and Estelle 
Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray Timm, and Re-
gina Walter, Barbara Waters, R. Joyce Wa-
ters, my cousin Bernice Wilt, Louise Young, 
Nick and Karen Zack and Fran and Frank 
Zello. 

Pray for the souls of Joe Dolan (a former very 
active member of tis Council and son of our 
late PGK Ray Dolan), Joselyn Walter Gra-
ham (the niece of Marge Swanke), Ed Peter 
(a good friend of mine), and Bill Macewicz (a 
long-time member of the Council). 
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CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto—301-762-2143 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell—Emeritus 
Deacon John Shewmaker —301-986-8658 

Deacon Robert Hubbard— 
 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Joseph G. Doniger—301-365-0376 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
John Vivian—301-461-3597 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

WARDEN 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-762-2418 

 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno—301-469-6099 

 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli—301-299-5745 

 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK—301-469-8453 

 

INSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
John “Jack” Vivian — 240-778-5933 

 
 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year - Wesley M. Chin, PGK—301-530-5781 

2-Year - Bruce Cathie—301-571-7220 
3-Year - Antonio Ibáñez, PGK—240-235-5839 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK—301-469 - 6099 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Chris Horan—301-440-4199 

 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
TBA 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Thomas Mitchell—301-204-3069 

Thomas Stallone-301, 530-3546 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Antonio M. Ibáñez, PGK—240-235-5839 

 

LECTURER 
TBA 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK—301-977-3840 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Neil Dorian, PGK — 301-237-0552 

 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 

WEBMASTER 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK — 301-593-5781 

 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

PGK Bob Waters 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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ROCK  CREEK  COUNCIL  CALENDAR  H IGHLIGHTS  

������� �	����� 
������� ���������� 

������� ������� ��
������

 1 
 
 

O’Boyle Color 
Corps Meeting 

7:30 PM 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

 
5 

�
6 

�

7 
 

�
8 9 10  

 

Seniors 
Meeting/  

Cocktail Party 
12:00 PM 

 
 

11 
 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Business Mtg 

8:00 PM 

12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17  K-C Club 
  7:30 PM 

 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

 
25 

 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
Social Mtg 8:00 

PM 
 

26 27 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
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St. Pio  
of Pietrelcina 

Our Lady of 
Sorrows 

Birth of the 
Virgin Mary 

Labor 
Day 

V-J Day (1945) 

Autumn Begins 

Star Spangled 
Banner  written 
(1814) US Constitution 

Approved (1787) 


