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Worthy Brothers All, 

As I sit here on a very rainy day, decid-
ing on what to write, one thing keeps 
coming into mind, standing out among 
the negative noise of the news; mass un-
employment, bank failures, stock market 
plunges, recession and housing prices 
falling. That thing that comes to mind is 
the first charge of our order, CHARITY. 

If any of you can think of another time in 
recent memory where the historical 
strength of this council was put to the 
test, let me know how it went. Everyone I know in this precious 
council of ours knows at least one person, relative or a friend of a 
friend that is experiencing a tough time right now. As a Knights of 
Columbus Council, we are called upon to be a charitable resource 
to our community. Whether that entails something as modest a car 
raffle, or tootsie roll campaign to something more substantive as a 
teacher’s appreciation event, we need to be prepared for what may 
be coming. I mention some of our more noted charitable endeavors 
to make the point that as a council have shown that we’re capable 
of working together for worthwhile causes.  What we need to pre-
pare for is being a charitable resource for our members as well as 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dear Knights, 

Some people believe that things 
happen by chance.  Some know 
that God has a plan for lives.  We 
can choose or follow to reject. 

As believers we are blessed with 
a wonderful insight into a truth 
about the nature of things.  God 
has a grand plan for us all.  God 
orders all things that we may 
have life, not only in this world, 
but life with him eternally.  Even 

when sin entered the world, Sod did not give up on us or on 
his plan.  He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem us.  St. 
Paul beautifully describes how intent God was on carry-
ing forward His plan.  It reminds us of the will and desire of 
God the Father, that all people be saved and redeemed 
through his Son, Jesus. 

The solemnity of the Immaculate Conception teaches us 
that Mary was kept sinless from the time that she was con-
ceived in her mother's womb.  Her purity and sinlessness 

(Continued on page 2) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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. Msgr. Vincent Gatto, flanked by GK Joseph Doniger and Deacons John Shewmaker and Robert 
Hubbard, after the Council’s Annual Memorial Mass.  See the photo spread on page 7. 

Grand Knight Doniger 
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our parish communities. How do we do 
this? Simple. GET INVOLVED! Get in-
volved in an activity that interests you. It 
could be a Church, Council, Community, 
Youth or Family activity. Explore the possi-
bility of running an activity or helping out 
with an activity. If there is something that 
you would like to see and hasn’t been done, 
or has been overlooked, speak up. Don’t be 
silent. Come the executive planning meet-
ings, held on the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month in the lounge at 7:30 PM. Bring your 
ideas, energy and charitable enthusiasm. 

As always, a good council can become a 
great council by having its members active. 
With charity as a motivator, we’ll have the 
unity and fraternalism that is representative 
of Rock Creek Council.  

I would like to thank all of you for the sup-
port you have given me as your Grand 
Knight this Columbian Year. We’re almost 
halfway through, with a lot things to do and 
events to plan.  By the time this gets to 
press, I may be a 1st time father. My De-
cember will be hectic to say the least. So, if 
you have any questions or concerns, and I 
cannot be reached, please let your Deputy 
Grand Knight, John Vivian know. 

On November 13, we held a 1st degree and 
brought in 15 new members.  We have an-
other 1st degree in January. The best thing 
about that is we also will hold a 2nd and 3rd 
degree in January. Check the schedules. 
Call a friend to join. 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas! 

(Continued from page 1) 

�������������	
���
�������
����

������������
����������������������
���
����������� �
���������

���
�� �
�������������!����"
���������� ����
�
����
���!�
�� ���
��������
#���$�

	
���
����
�������� %�
����$�&
��

����������� �'�$�(����)�
�*� ��$)$ �+�� ��,���� ��
�����-
���# �+����
)��
� �
����������������	��
�����������
����
���.�� ���
�����/�

����
��� �!�����
#�0112�������������0113%�+����-$�,
��� �)4( �5
"������
�

� �5��
����
��� �+
�����$����"��# ��
��
����$�'
 # �+����'$�4�

��
 �+����
�
��
��-�����
� �&
��

��-�"�
�� �+����5
" �&
��

� ��
��"
�* ���������
�6
����
 �������#��
���� �����
����
��# ���!����5$�	�� ���� �
���7���
��7��# �

� 	)��	�� �� �'��! () �� �'��� ��
��������	��
����
�� ����

������	���	�����	�������

Worthy Brother and  Ladies:   

November is the month to remember our 
deceased and to honor our Veterans, and 
the Order held services for that purpose, 
especially for those we lost over the past 
year.  The State Memorial Mass was 
held on November 16th, at Saint Clement 
Mary Hofbauer Church in Rosedale, 
Maryland, the home parish of our current 
State Chaplain, Rev Donald Gryzmski, 
OFM.  The McNamara Chapter of Grand 
Knights had its own Memorial Mass on 
November 19 at Sacred Heart Council in 
Bowie.  If your Council sent its necrol-
ogy, the names of those members who 
died the previous year were read aloud 
during said services.  

I hope you were able to spend some 
happy moments with your families at 
Thanksgiving. It’s good to pause and 
thank our Creator for the multiple bless-
ings with which He has showered us. 

And that brings us to the realization that 
Christmas is upon us. It is hard to be-
lieve.  It feels like only yesterday I gath-
ered with some of your Grand Knights 
for the Grand Knights’ Seminar at 
Mount Saint Mary’s College last June.   

The councils in the district have been 
very busy with the car raffle, the Tootsie 
Roll program, and a multitude of indi-
vidual council programs.  At the time of 
this writing, preliminary returns from the 
Tootsie Roll campaign indicate it too 
will be very successful.  Thanks to all 
who gave up so many hours to help the 
Maryland State Scholarship Fund and to 
aid God’s special children.  You know 
your efforts are well known in heaven, 
and your rewards will be sure to come. 

My commendations to those of you who 
are making such a success with member-

ship and recruiting.  Our District in gen-
eral is doing quite well.  Each of our 
Councils can achieve Star Council this 
Columbian Year. Continue your efforts 
and enjoy the benefits of increased mem-
bership, new blood, and new energy in 
your meetings and functions.  There will 
be a 1st Degree on December 18th at Ma-
ter Dei Council and another at Rock 
Creek Council on January 8.  If your 
Council has candidates, don’t let them 
wait too long!  Bring them to either of 
these exemplifications and have them 
join our Order!  Also, our district will be 
sponsoring a 2nd Degree on January 9th 
and a 3rd Degree on January 16, both at 
Rock Creek.  Our District has a large 
number of 1st degree members who have 
not progressed to the higher degrees.  
This is a good opportunity to encourage 
them to do so. Start planning NOW. 

In all the noisy activity associated with 
the holiday season where we see the 
feeding frenzy brought by commercial-
ism, remember what the advertising 
seems to want you to forget – THE 
REASON we are celebrating.  Have a 
moment of quiet with the Lord in prepa-
ration for the great feast.  During the Ad-
vent Season, pause and meditate on the 
wondrous gift our God has given us with 
the birth of His only Son, our Lord and 
Redeemer.  Consider seriously buying 
and sending only religious-themed 
Christmas cards. Share your Christmas 
spirit, smile.  Show to the world that we 
are Christians, and we are happy people.  

In the name of my Worthy District War-
den, Richard Earenfight and his wife 
Ronda, my wife MaryJo and I wish for 
all of you and your families, the most 
blessed Christmas, and may our Lord 
and His Blessed Mother smile upon you 
and keep you well. 

were like those of Adam and Eve in the 
beginning.  This special grace did not 
impede her freedom to say yes or no to 
God.  This is important to know as we 
listen to the Gospel, where we hear 
that it is Mary's calling to be the 
mother of our Savior Jesus.  When she 
is to give birth to our Savior, Mary 
places her life at the service of God.  
Her “Yes” brings our Savior into the 
world. 

God Bless you, 
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You may 
have had 
the oppor-
tunity to 
read an 
article by 
Julia Duin, 
author of 
“Stairway 
to Heaven” 
found in 
the Wash-

ington Times Thursdays and Sundays, stat-
ing that the 40 Days for Life from Septem-
ber 24 to November 2 has been going on in 
179 cities and 47 states and two Canadian 
provinces. More than 20,000 men, women 

and children have been praying 24/7 in front 
of abortion clinics, rather than demonstrat-
ing. Some may have displayed signs saying 
“Help Pregnant Women Deliver Their Ba-
bies”. 

If you remember, I wrote about the 40 Days 
for Life in an earlier article when we had 
David Bereit speak at our council in this 
year. The campaign started in the fall of 
2004, when about 1,000 students and others 
at College Station, Texas, staged prayer 
vigils in front of the town’s lone abortion 
clinic. Mr. Bereit had stated that there had 
been a 28 percent reduction in abortions 
since 2004. Julia Duin stated that the entire 
effort of this activity is based on the premise 

that prayer works to end abortion. Mr. 
Bereit has stated that more than 300 babies 
that would have been aborted have been 
“saved”; abortion clinics have been closed 
all over the United States. He asserts that 
maybe not all of the favorable results may 
be due to prayers but “we can say it was no 
coincidence that these abortion centers 
closed following the 40 Days campaign”.  

Paul Mitchell’s writing on “Catholic and 
Democrat” on October 18 at the blog 
“Thoughts of Regular Guy” stated that too 
many Catholic Democrats are nothing more 
than “pro-abort shills for Obama”. Oh, so 
true.  

God Bless. 

  

PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

The morning of November 11th, prior to the Veterans Day Memo-
rial Mass, the Rosary was recited within Cantrel Hall due to the 
weather being less than desirable to assemble outside around the 
Memorial to the Unborn in front of our council building. Deacon 
Bob Hubbard, Associate Chaplin, started the Rosary, of the Sor-
rowful Mysteries, which was said for the Unborn Children whose 
lives were snuffed out just because they were unwanted. 

Rev. Msgr. Vincent Gatto, Chaplain, again this year, was the sole 
celebrant for the Mass since Msgr. William O’Donnell is still in a 
nursing home and was not able to participate. Both Deacons John 
Shewmaker and Bob Hubbard, Associate Chaplains, assisted with 
the Mass. Bob Waters, PGK, assumed the role of Adult Acolyte. 
Larry Grayson, PGK, PDD, PFN, (First Reading), Norbert Wittrock 
(Responsorial Psalm), and Neil Dorian PGK. (Second Reading) 
provided the Liturgy of the Word. Msgr. Gatto read the Gospel and 
provided the Homily. GK Joe Doniger then read the Prayers of the 
Faithful and the reading out of the names of the fifteen members 
who have died during the past twenty-four months. The bell (Neil 
Dorian, PGK) was tolled after each name. We were honored to 
have five Color Corps members of the Cardinal O’Boyle Assem-
bly, lead by Harry Duncan. GK Joe Doniger, Edwina Wittrock 

(First Lady Diana Doniger was not able to attend) brought up the 
gifts and Helen Fincutter brought up the Widow’s Red Rose. Our 
Blessed Mother had her special alter to the right of the main alter.  

We were not able to have George and Rebecca Cruz sing for us this 
year during the Mass due to her illness. However, we were most 
fortunate to have Julie Carter (Rental Manager) lead us in singing 
the Processional Hymn, Battle Hymn of the Republic and the Re-
cessional Hymn, America the Beautiful. PGK II Roberto Ibanez, 
for which we are most grateful, provided programs. We were privi-
leged to have him present that morning. Our sincere gratitude goes 
out to Msgr. Gatto, Deacons John Shewmaker and Bob Hubbard 
for celebrating the Mass.  This was followed by a continental 
breakfast, which was provided by PGK Neil Dorian and assisted by 
Mary Ann and PGK Peter Ferrigno, Chairman. Also, I know that 
others had to help, but I do not know who brought the alter up from 
downstairs and the many items that needed to be done that too of-
ten we may take for granted. With out a doubt, those of us, almost 
fifty people in attendance, seemed grateful that they had taken the 
time to attend both the Rosary and the Mass. When you receive 
your 2009 calendars please mark down, Wednesday, November 
11th for our next Veterans Day Memorial Mass. God Bless. 

HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING 

Keep our lovely mansion in mind for your 
company, organization or personal holi-
day entertaining.  We still have a few 
dates open, our rates are reasonable and 
there are member discounts available.  
Have family members getting engaged 
over the holidays?  Have them contact us 
for their wedding reception!   School or-
ganizations planning class parties or fund-
raisers?  Keep the Rock Creek Mansion in 

mind.  Ideas on how we can further mar-
ket our mansion?  Julie would love to hear 
from you. Every rental event helps make 
the council stronger.   Contact Julie at 
Carterbuck@aol.com or 240-426-1220 to 
discuss events. 

CAN YOU HELP? 

The Council needs you!  As we increase 
the number of rentals, we need a few re-
sponsible, personable volunteers to work 

as Rental Building Monitors for events, 
usually taking place on weekend nights.  
Rental Building Monitors (formerly 
known as “babysitters”)  oversee the use 
of the building and are available to the 
client to assist in building related ques-
tions.   This would involve one night 
every month or two, based on the number 
of rentals and your schedule.  A delicious 
catered dinner is usually provided!  If 
interested, please contact Neil Dorian at 
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I’m sorry more of you could not join in our day-trip in October to the 
restored Baltimore Basilica (officially known as the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It 
was a beautiful sunny day with warm temperatures.  We had a very 
nice guide; as it turned out he was very familiar with Bethesda, hav-
ing been married at St. Jane de Chantal Church, and his mother-in-
law lives at Maplewood Park Senior Residences. 

He related the history of the Basilica since its construction in 1806 as 
the first Catholic cathedral in the U.S.  The architect for the structure 
was Benjamin Henry Latrobe who was also the architect for the U.S. 
Capitol.  Through the tenure of many bishops many changes were 
made to the original plans.  The restoration was begun in 2004 and 
the interior design was returned to the elegance of the architect’s 
original plan.  Our tour included a walk through of the crypt church 
and we said a Rosary at the chapel there.  We also saw the area where 
several bishops are interred.  It was interesting to learn that the foun-
der of the Knights of Columbus, Fr. Michael McGivney was ordained 
there. The cathedral was opened for tours about two years ago.  After 
the tour we went a short distance to Inner Harbor for lunch.  When-
ever you are in downtown Baltimore I would recommend taking the 
tour.  There is parking in a nearby garage and some on the street. 

The Ladies Auxiliary did not meet in November.  At our October 
meeting we decided we would go to La Madeleine Cafe for our 
Christmas luncheon rather than having platters of sandwiches brought 
to the Council as we have done in previous years.  We also discusse-
COlumbid the charities to which we will make donations.  Last year 
the ladies filled shoe boxes to give to the needy.  This year we will 
have a large Christmas basket which we will fill with toiletry items 
for men and women, sweaters, warm hats and gloves, new socks and 
underwear, children’s clothing, some toys and candies, and any other 
items we feel would be helpful.  We will give this to Bethesda Cares 
for their distribution.  If any of you would like to join us on this pro-
ject, please get in touch with me.  Thank you.  My phone number:  
301-530-0210 

I recently received a communication from the Maryland State Coun-
cil’s Ladies Auxiliary Committee.  It concerned a new project for 
veterans called “Blankets of Honor.”  We know there are thousands 
of veterans who are sick and suffering, disabled or alone to whom we 
could give an item they could call their own.  Auxiliaries are being 
asked to collect lap quilts or blankets that are 40” x 60” in size, cro-
cheted, knitted, hand quilted, made out of fleece or even purchased.  
They must be machine washable and dryable.  Our Auxiliary is a 
small group so we’re appealing to any ladies reading this article who 
are quilters, crocheters, knitters (I’m a wanna be!), or seamstresses 
and could help us out in this project to give me a call.  Many thanks. 

A very happy and holy Christmas to all!  May God bless all of us!!�
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Highlights of October15, 2008 Meeting: 

Treasurer’s Report: There is $59,127.43 in our account; a 
bill from Pepco is outstanding.  

Rental Report: There was a large wedding reception on 
October 11. A motion was passed to have a quarter-page 
ad in Premier Bride Booklet, at a cost of $1,000; the 
booklet comes out twice a year (January and June). Mike 
Horan stated that Julie has been doing a “great job”. 

Ace Fire Extinguisher Service has billed us $454 for in-
specting and replacing 8 of 10 “multi-purpose dry chemi-
cal” extinguishers. 

General Information: When we hold rentals for large 
numbers of people (near 200), the new Manitowoc ice 
machine cannot keep up with the demand. We need to 
either have a larger icemaker or make ice in between 
rentals to be stored in the deep freezer or come up with 
another solution. 

There is a request from “Asia Relief, Inc.” to use our Hall 
for a two-hour prayer meeting during the daytime on Fri-
days for about 150 people. They say they are a not-for-
profit organization,.  They would bring prayer rugs and 
clean up when concluded. They also requested using the 
Hall for a Thursday evening event; they will provide their 
own caterer and non-alcoholic beverages. This would not 
be considered a rental, but a community venture. 

Julie Carter has asked about renting to a group of over 
200, who will install a tent on the lawn. The noise level 
could be high. It was brought up that we have done this in 
the past and that it could be done proan Award vided the 
party breaks up prior to 10:00 PM. We would need a one-
day liquor license since there would be outside consump-
tion of alcohol.  

Old Business: Squirrel holes on the side of the building 
near the canopy still need to be tended to. Mike Horan 
will be seeing a locksmith tomorrow to obtain master 
keys. Nothing has been done for a security system at this 
time. John Vivian will need to go with Comcast Internet 
for our council for future visual instruments.  

New Business: Art Rawson said that we should get a can-
opy for part of the walkway up to the lower lounge door 
(approximately 25 feet) to provide protection from in-
cumbent weather for the smokers. A quote will be ob-
tained from Julie Carter’s brother. The Bethesda Ameri-
can Legion is preparing written request to use our Hall 
the fourth Tuesday of each month for its meetings. Mike 
Horan indicated, that the outside of the building needs 
painting, as it has been at least five years since we last 
had the building painted. He had two estimates: one for 
$8,200.00 and another for $10,000.00. After some discus-
sion we brought it to a vote. A motion was passed six to 
one. 
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Youth Activities 
 
In January we will be holding a youth, Free Throw 
Shoot Out contest. Details will appear in the Janu-
ary issue of the Chatter.  If anyone is interested in 
helping in this activity, or if you wish to conduct 
another youth event, let me know. 
 
Do not forget the Christmas Party on December 6.  
Santa will be re for the children.  The Party is billed 
for the family, but is designed to bring happiness 
to the children. 
, 

Tommy Mitchell – 301-204-3069 

The National Catholic Register asked several prominent Catho-
lic thinkers to explore the moral dimensions of the economic 
downturn, respond to the question, “What sins got us into this 
mess, and what virtues are required to get us out of it?”  Su-
preme Knight Carl Anderson titled his remarks, “National Ex-
amination of Conscience, writing: 

“Government action and hundreds of billions of federal tax dol-
lars may well stop the collapse of the American financial sys-
tem. However, what will be much harder to restore will be 
America’s confidence. 

Here we might consider the example of Nelson Mandela and the 
solution he created for South Africa in 1995. His country had 
only recently abolished its system of racial “apartheid.” It was a 
country suffering great divisions and filled with mistrust. As 
president, Mandela’s solution was to create a reconciliation 
commission, which would admit the mistakes of the past in or-
der that his deeply-divided country could move forward. The 
reconciliation legislation — enshrined in South Africa’s consti-
tution — stated: “These [issues] can now be addressed on the 
basis that there is a need for understanding but not for venge-
ance, a need for reparation but not for retaliation.” 

We have seen quite the opposite so far in response to the eco-
nomic crisis. While many have been quick to assign blame — 
often for political gain — few have accepted any responsibility. 
What we need is a candid admission that the fault lies not just in 
one place, but in many. Call it a national examination of con-
science.  

Didn’t everyone who got a subprime mortgage sign a federally 
mandated form stating that all the terms of their new mortgage 
had been disclosed and that they understood them? Didn’t those 
who developed the financial products based upon this subprime 
paper understand the risk involved? And if the CEOs whose 
investment departments gobbled them up did not understand 

what was happening, can the same be said for their CFOs or 
VPs of investment? And what of the journalists and pundits at 
our best business periodicals and networks? What of the Federal 
Reserve? And the congressional oversight committees? And the 
Securities and Exchange Commission?  

The current system depends upon the exercise of moral respon-
sibility at many levels, and there was a collective failure. Small 
wonder that a recent poll commissioned by the Knights of Co-
lumbus found that more than 70% of the American public and 
American Catholics think that our nation’s moral compass is 
pointing in the wrong direction. What the American people see 
— and many of our leaders do not — is a need for a new para-
digm of values-based leadership. 

In my book A Civilization of Love, I proposed Pope John Paul 
II’s idea of a civilization of love as an operating principle for 
society. In such a society, when there is an injury, love demands 
honesty, admission, forgiveness and reconciliation — and more 
than a little humility as the foundation to recovery. This is what 
must now happen here in the United States. 

We have seen a beginning with former Federal Reserve Chair-
man Alan Greenspan admitting an imperfect understanding of 
the market. He is one man, and his admission was certainly lim-
ited, but it was a start. Catholics understand that cultures, like 
individuals, can be sinful. And just as individuals are in need of 
conversion, so are cultures. 

This is not merely a matter of greater government oversight and 
regulation. Something more elemental is required: the courage 
to exemplify a greater moral leadership in our financial and eco-
nomic structure. Unless all of those responsible, at every level, 
have the moral courage to admit personal responsibility for both 
the problem and the solution, there will be no lasting financial 
or political remedy.” 

Supreme Knight Discusses Economic Morality 

GK Joe Doniger congratulating PGK Tony Ibáñez for re-
ceiving the Columbian Award for last year’s Council activi-

ties from DD Roberto Ibáñez at November 13 meeting 
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Church Activities -- Steve Thomas 
Have you been in touch with your seminarian lately?  Let him 
hear from you and give him thanks for his service to our 
Church. Let him know you are here to help him. Invite him to 
be part of your council's activities, and make sure he is being 
taken care during the holidays.  Have you taken the time, about 
one minute, to join the Fr. McGivney Guild? Go to KofC.org 
and scroll down to the Guild icon, click it and follow the sim-
ple instructions to subscribe.  There is NO COST! You will 
receive a quarterly newsletter with updates on the progress of 
his cause for sainthood, as well as stories submitted by member 
as of favors granted through his intercession. 

Community Activities -- Sam Orlando 
As a Christmas Holiday project, consider having your council 
and your ladies auxiliary create “shoeboxes” wrapped in holi-
day paper and filled with Bic razors, shaving gear, tooth paste, 
other hygiene needs, socks (sizes 7-11), winter gloves, and 
religious items. These will be given to seamen (for Christmas) 
through the Apostleship of the Sea Program. We will make 
arrangements to get the shoeboxes from you.  Don’t forget to 
support the Catholic Teacher/Citizen of the Year Programs and 
the Police Officer/Fire Fighter/EMT Programs. 

Council Activities -- Joe Feakes 
The Columbus Day Ball and the Incentive Raffle were a tre-
mendous success.  Special thanks to everyone who 
helped in any way to make this event a true success.  We still 
have inventory on Christmas Cards. See the State Directory for 

contact information. K of C License plates 
can always be ordered. The form is on the 
State web site. 

Family Activities -- Vince Grauso 
As Knights, we are called upon to serve 
many people…our church, our communi-
ties and our families. When a Brother 
Knight’s ability to care for his family is 
made difficult by the loss of a job or the 
need for better employment, we are ready 
to help. The Employment Assistance Program is part of the 
Family Activities Program in the Maryland State Council. Our 
goal is to provide assistance, support and prayers for those of 
our Brothers who may find themselves in need of our help. We 
offer: Job Search Assistance; Advice on Continuing Education 
and/or Training; Resume Assistance; Interview Coaching; A 
network of Brothers; Support and a Helping Hand. 

Youth Activities -- Greg E. McClain 
Councils should be recruiting participants for the “Keep Christ 
In Christmas” poster and essay contest.  Those that plan to par-
ticipate should submit their entries to Youth Activity Director, 
Gregory McClain.  The submission deadline for all entries is 
December 8 2008.  In the spirit of embracing the reason for the 
season, those fourth and fifth grade students should be sought 
to be part of the inaugural State “Catholic Bee”. This event will 
be conducted in January 2009. Please contact Joe Owens re-
garding instructions on conducting your own contest. 

�

��������	
���
��������
����
�
������������

Per-Capita Assessment 
A motion was presented at the September 
meeting to increase the per-capita assessment 
from 15 cents to 30 cents per member of each 
council in the Chapter.  It was approved at the 
October meeting.  The assessment will be 
based on the membership of the council as of July 1, as re-
ceived from the Supreme Council; less authorized exceptions, 
and shall be due in January of each year. Councils failing to 
pay such assessments within the prescribed time shall be de-
nied representation in the Chapter while said default exists. 

Charity Fund  
At the October meeting, Johnny Norman, Chairman of the 
State Charity Committee, explained why the Maryland juris-
diction Knights of Columbus was omitted from both the Com-
bined Federal Campaign and the United Way this year. Due to 
certain errors that did not conform to IRS reporting procedures 
the K of C was dropped. The errors have been corrected and 
the K of C has been reinstated for next year. Johnny asked the 
Grand Knights to please distribute the Charity envelopes to 
their members to help overcome the shortfall due to the ab-
sence of the United Way and CFC. 

Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle 
Assembly, No. 386 

 FOURTH  DEGREE 
The Master of the Archdiocese of Washington 
District  S/K Charles Smallwood, has challenged 
each Fourth Degree member to bring a new First 
Degree member into the Order and shepherd him 
to the Fourth Degree. A candidate for the Fourth 
Degree must be a member of the Order for a 
minimum of six months and have taken the Third 
Degree. Therefore, the newest member must have joined the Or-
der before September 22, 2008 if he is to qualify for the Exem-
plification on March 22, 2009. However, this should not discour-
age anyone from recruiting new members, as they will be eligi-
ble in 2010. There are many Third Degree members who can be 
invited to become Fourth Degree. Even more prospects are Sec-
ond Degree members. Ask them to become a full Knight in the 
Third Degree and then move to the Fourth Degree. There are two 
Third Degree ceremonies in the councils which are members of 
our Assembly – Rock Creek on January 16, 2009 and Father 
Rosensteel on February 13, 2009.   

For information about the Assembly or becoming a Fourth De-
gree member, contact our Council representatives: S/K Greg 
Curtin, or S/K Larry Grayson. 
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On November 11, the Council held its Annual Memorial Mass for all of the deceased members of the Council and their fami-
lies.  As is our tradition, it was preceded by the Rosary for the 3,500 children who are aborted daily in the United States. 

Greg Curtain led the congregation in a decade 
of the Rosary  SK Harry Dunkle, commanding the 

Cardinal O’Boyle Color Corps, led 
the entrance processional  The Crucifix and single 

memorial Rose graced 
the altar 

Norb Wittrock, of 
WWII fame, read 
the Responsorial 
Psalm 

Chaplain Msgr. 
Gatto celebrated 

the Mass 

GK Joseph Doniger read the names of the recently de-
ceased brothers, while the bell tolled in the back-

ground, and SK Joseph Rosick and SK Ralph Vallone 
held their salutes 

“Altar Boy” PGK 
Bob Waters led 
the recessional 

A continental breakfast and lots of con-
versation followed 
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Francis Cardinal George of Chicago, president of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), released a 
statement on November 12 at the conclusion of the Confer-
ence’s annual fall assembly, in which he expressed the Bishops 
desires to work with the newly elected Administration, but 
pointed out actions that could further divide our country.  The 
Cardinal’s statement read: 

“If the Lord does not build the house, in vain do its builders 
labor; if the Lord does not watch over the city, in vain does the 
watchman keep vigil.” (Psalm 127, vs. 1) 

The Bishops of the Catholic Church in the United States wel-
come this moment of historic transition and look forward to 
working with President-elect Obama and the members of the 
new Congress for the common good of all.  Because of the 
Church’s history and the scope of her ministries in this country, 
we want to continue our work for economic justice and oppor-
tunity for all; our efforts to reform laws around immigration 
and the situation of the undocumented; our provision of better 
education and adequate health care for all, especially for 
women and children; our desire to safeguard religious freedom 
and foster peace at home and abroad.  The Church is intent on 
doing good and will continue to cooperate gladly with the gov-
ernment and all others working for these goods. 

The fundamental good is life itself, a gift from God and our 
parents.  A good state protects the lives of all.  Legal protection 
for those members of the human family waiting to be born in 
this country was removed when the Supreme Court decided 
Roe vs. Wade in 1973.  This was bad law.  The danger the 
Bishops see at this moment is that a bad court decision will be 
enshrined in bad legislation that is more radical than the 1973 
Supreme Court decision itself.   

In the last Congress, a Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA) was 
introduced that would, if brought forward in the same form 
today, outlaw any “interference” in providing abortion at will.  
It would deprive the American people in all fifty states of the 
freedom they now have to enact modest restraints and regula-
tions on the abortion industry.  FOCA would coerce all Ameri-
cans into subsidizing and promoting abortion with their tax 
dollars.  It would counteract any and all sincere efforts by gov-
ernment and others of good will to reduce the number of abor-
tions in our country. 

Parental notification and informed consent precautions would 
be outlawed, as would be laws banning procedures such as par-
tial-birth abortion and protecting infants born alive after a failed 
abortion.  Abortion clinics would be deregulated.  The Hyde 
Amendment restricting the federal funding of abortions would 
be abrogated.  FOCA would have lethal consequences for pre-
natal human life. 

FOCA would have an equally destructive effect on the freedom 
of conscience of doctors, nurses and health care workers whose 
personal convictions do not permit them to cooperate in the 
private killing of unborn children.  It would threaten Catholic 
health care institutions and Catholic Charities.  It would be an 
evil law that would further divide our country, and the Church 

should be intent on opposing evil.   

On this issue, the legal protection of the unborn, the bishops are 
of one mind with Catholics and others of good will.  They are 
also pastors who have listened to women whose lives have been 
diminished because they believed they had no choice but to 
abort a baby.  Abortion is a medical procedure that kills, and 
the psychological and spiritual consequences are written in the 
sorrow and depression of many women and men.  The bishops 
are single-minded because they are, first of all, single-hearted. 

The recent election was principally decided out of concern for 
the economy, for the loss of jobs and homes and financial secu-
rity for families, here and around the world.  If the election is 
misinterpreted ideologically as a referendum on abortion, the 
unity desired by President-elect Obama and all Americans at 
this moment of crisis will be impossible to achieve.  Abortion 
kills not only unborn children; it destroys constitutional order 
and the common good, which is assured only when the life of 
every human being is legally protected.  Aggressively pro-
abortion policies, legislation and executive orders will perma-
nently alienate tens of millions of Americans, and would be 
seen by many as an attack on the free exercise of their religion. 

This statement is written at the request and direction of all the 
Bishops, who also want to thank all those in politics who work 
with good will to protect the lives of the most vulnerable 
among us.  Those in public life do so, sometimes, at the cost of 
great sacrifice to themselves and their families; and we are 
grateful.  We express again our great desire to work with all 
those who cherish the common good of our nation.  The com-
mon good is not the sum total of individual desires and inter-
ests; it is achieved in the working out of a common life based 
upon good reason and good will for all. 

Our prayers accompany President-elect Obama and his family 
and those who are cooperating with him to assure a smooth 
transition in government.  Many issues demand immediate at-
tention on the part of our elected “watchman.” (Psalm 127)  
May God bless him and our country.  [www.usccb.org] 
 
Edward Cardinal Egan, Archbishop of New York, wrote in 
his diocesan paper: “It is high time to stop pretending that we 
do not know what this nation of ours is allowing—and approv-
ing—with the killing each year of more than 1,600,000 inno-
cent human beings within their mothers…One day, please God, 
when the stranglehold on public opinion in the United States 
has been released by the extremists for whom abortion is the 
center of their political and moral life, our nation will, in my 
judgment, look back on what we have been doing to innocent 
human beings within their mothers as a crime no less heinous 
than what was approved by the Supreme Court in the "Dred 
Scott Decision" in the 19th century, and no less heinous than 
what was perpetrated by Hitler and Stalin in the 20th…[D]ecide 
with honesty and decency what the Lord expects of you and me 
as the horror of "legalized" abortion continues to erode the 
honor of our nation. Look, and do not absolve yourself if you 
refuse to act.” 
[http://www.catholicnewsagency.com:80/new.php?n=14170] 
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My Brothers All, 

I’m pleased to report more excellent news on the member-
ship front.  At Rock Creek’s First Degree on November 13, 
the Council topped its previous mark by initiating fifteen 
new members!  Please welcome our newest Brother 
Knights: 

Ray Aragon, Ernie Baur, Felice D’Avella, David Dwyer, 
Matthew Flynn, T. Christian Hanke, Kevin Horan, Matthew 
Kanach, Joseph McGreal, Michael McKee, James Quirk, 
Scott Roth, Charles Strachan, Kevin Whitcomb, William 
Williams. 

Brothers, in only five months we have brought in twenty-
eight new members.  Our goal of achieving Star Council 
status is now in sight!  We can’t lose sight of this goal be-
cause of our early success.  Every Knight should seek to 
share the benefits of membership in our Order with other 

eligible Catholic men. 

For those of you brother Knights whose journey to Knight-
hood is just beginning, here’s an update on upcoming de-
grees in our District: 
1st Degree @ Mater Dei Council Dec. 18 – 8PM 
1st Degree @ Rock Creek Council Jan. 8 – 8 PM 
2nd Degree @ Rock Creek Council Jan. 9 – 8PM 
3rd Degree @ Rock Creek Council Jan. 16 – 7:30 PM 

If you or someone you know wants to take part in one of 
these degrees, please contact me directly at ai-
banez2797@gmail.com, or by phone at (443) 373-1407.  
Our progress in membership this far is excellent, brothers.  
Let’s keep it up! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Tony Ibáñez, PGK 
Membership Director 

�
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��

New members from class of November 13 standing be-
hind (L to R) Deacon Robert Hubbard, GK Joseph Doni-

ger, and DD Roberto Ibáñez 
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Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

O HOLY  NIGHT  
Christmas is a time that evokes feelings of peace, joy, serenity, 
love, beauty, goodness, and hope.  We are very familiar with 
the story of Our Lord’s birth, especially as related in the Gos-
pels of Matthew and Luke: the census, Mary and Joseph’s trip 
to Bethlehem, the rejection at the inn, finding room in the sta-
ble, the angelic hosts, the guiding star, the shepherds and wise 
men, and most of all the babe lying in the manger wrapped in 
swaddling clothes.  That Holy Night was the beginning of the 
redemption of man. 

The crèches in our homes, the decorations and tableaux in the 
churches, the sermons and music matched to the season create 
an aura that helps lift our minds to God.  Yet, the images, as 
beautiful as they are, are almost too familiar so that we do fully 
appreciate the thoughts and meanings they present.  Through-
out the ages, inspirational carols have been composed – those 
of the 18th and 19th centuries are particularly familiar to us -- 
that describe the scene and significance 
of the incarnate birth. 

As you anticipate the Lord’s arrival, 
think of the thousand years that the Jew-
ish people had waited for the coming of 
the Messiah.  Remember what the Lord 
had said through the prophets, “Behold, 
the virgin shall be with child and bear a 
son, and they shall name him Em-
manuel,” which means “God is with us.”  
Join in the prayerful plea in the 12th cen-
tury hymn: “O Come, O Come, Em-
manuel, And ransom captive Israel, That 
mourns in lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appear…O 
come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan’s tyr-
anny, From depths of Hell Thy people save, And give them 
victory o’er the grave…O come, Thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heavenly home; Make safe the way that 
leads on high, And close the path to misery.” 

In the evening, stand in the hills of Palestine, as did Phillips 
Brooks in 1868, view the houses in the distance and recite, “O 
little town of Bethlehem…in thy dark streets shineth the ever-
lasting light, the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 
tonight…in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive 
Him still, the dear Christ enters in.”  What beautiful imagery to 
set the tone for that wondrous evening. 

Join the shepherds in the field keeping a night watch over their 
flocks, when suddenly appears a multitude of heavenly host, 
praising God: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests.”  Now intone with the angels 
the words, written by Charles Wesley in 1739, of “Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing”: “Joyful all ye nations rise, Join the tri-
umph of the skies, With th’ angelic host proclaim, Christ is 
born in Bethlehem…Born that man no more may die, Born to 
raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.”  Can 
any theological tome be more explicit? 

Heed the call in the well-known French carol, “Angels We 
Have Heard on High”: “Come to Bethlehem and see Him 
whose birth the angels sing;  Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the new-born King, See Him in a manger laid 
Whom the angels praise above; Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
While we raise our hearts in love.” 

Now in quiet tones pray in the very simple, almost childlike 
words of the 1885 carol, “Away in the Manger”: “Be near me, 
Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay, Close by me forever, and love 
me, I pray! Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care And 
take us to heaven, to Live with Thee there.” 

Accompany the three visitors from the East following a star in 
search of the newborn king, when it stops over the house where 
the child resides.  Pause and listen to the words of the 1847 
hymn, “The First Noel”: “They entered in these wise men 
three, Full reverently upon their knee, And offered there, in His 

presence Both gold, and myrrh, and 
frankincense.  Then let us all with one 
accord, Sing praises to our heavenly 
Lord, Who hath made heaven and earth 
of nought, And with His blood mankind 
had bought.” 

Join in the elation of the 1719 hymn, 
“Joy to the World”: “[T]he Lord is 
come! Let earth receive her King; Let 
every heart prepare Him room…No 
more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor 
thorns infest the ground, He comes to 
make His blessings flow…He rules the 

world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove The 
glories of His righteousness.” 

Dwell on the delight of reconciliation, regeneration and the 
expectation of things to come that Our Lord’s birth brought 
about, as described in the 1847 carol, “O Holy Night”:  “Long 
lay the world in sin and error pining, Till He appear’d and the 
soul felt its worth.  A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!...Truly He taught 
us to love one another, His law is love and His gospel is 
peace.” 

With this vision of transformation, contemplate our journey on 
earth, as described in the lyrics of the carol, “It Came Upon a 
Midnight Clear”: “O ye beneath life’s crushing load, Whose 
forms are bending low, Who toil along the climbing way With 
painful steps and slow, Look now, for glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing; Oh rest beside the weary road And 
hear the angels sing, For lo! The days are hastening on, By 
prophets seen of old, When with the ever-circling years Shall 
come the time foretold, When the new heaven and earth shall 
own The Prince of Peace, their King. And the whole world 
send back the song Which now the angels sing.”  

A Blessed Christmas to All! 
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M ICHAEL  PATT EN  
Fraternal Benefits Advisor 

240-305-6996 
michael.patten@kofc.org 
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Dance your way into 2009 with 200 of your closest friends at 
Rock Creek Council’s Cantrel Ballroom 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008 
8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m 

 

Music by 

� � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
 

*  F r e e  P a r k i n g  *  
*  O p e n  L i m i t e d  B a r  *  

*  W i d e  V a r i e t y o f  H o r s  D ’ o e u v r e s  *  
*  P a r t y  F a v o r s  *  

*  C o f e e / t e a  &  P a s t e r i e s  a t  M i d n i g h t  *  
 

Paid Reservations are a MUST!  $60.00 PER PERSON (A Booster Function) 
 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS: Monday December 22, 2008 
Make your check payable to: Rock Creek Council # 2797  

and mail it to:  13105 Magellan Avenue, Rockville, MD  20853 
 

For more information call: 
PGK Vince Bunag, 301-949-6693      or      PGK Neil Dorian, 301-977-3840 
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GUARANTEED ISSUE LIFE INSUR-
ANCE (AGES 18-65) 

If you or your spouse have a medical con-
dition that would normally prevent you 
from qualifying for life insurance, you can 
now obtain a basic amount of coverage 
from the Knights of Columbus. This is a 
brand new program effective October 1. 
No medical questions! No underwriting! 
Excellent rates! 
The Knights of Columbus will also insure 
all uninsurable children, ages 0-18, as part 
of your Fraternal Benefits program. 
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ROSARY AT 7:30 PM 
Community Activities Gifts 4 Vets 
 
This Christmas season the Council will be accepting 
gift card donations which we will take to Navy Medi-
cal Center for the injured men and women of our mili-
tary and their families. These individuals have made 
major sacrifices to preserve our freedom and safety.  
We can now show them a little appreciation at this 
holiday season.  We can help them and their families 
with Christmas shopping or just a night out to dinner. 

Gift cards, which range in price from about $10 to 
$50, can be purchased at Giant and Safeway for all 
kinds of stores and restaurants.  The gift card display 
is usually up front near the check out.  There will be 
a basket in the Lounge for your card donation. Stop 
by the Lounge during business hours or the night of 
a meeting to drop off your cards. 

Chris Horan – 301-440-4199 
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Family members and friends are welcome! 

 
Christmas treats, snacks, cider, hot choco-
late, and soft drinks provided.  Beer and 

wine for a nominal charge 
 
 

      Admission: $5 for families 
              $2 for individuals 
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To allow us to prepare, PLEASE RSVP! 

PGK Tony Ibáñez (443)-373-1407 or aibanez2797@gmail.com 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

We only had a few members, 
five, attend our November 
meeting.  This is very disap-
pointing as we discussed and 
planned our Chr istmas 
Party/Meeting, our January 
luncheon meeting (and elec-
tions), our February St. Valen-
tine’s Party, our March St. 
Pat’s Party, and a surprise for 
April.  We could have used 
your input!  We need volun-
teers to chair the above mentioned events. 

Many thanks to Joe and Anne Murphy who 
volunteered to chair our Christmas Party. 
Watch for the flyer and be sure to invite your 
priests, deacons and nuns to this event. Ad-
mission will be by paid reservations only as 
this is a catered affair!  

GOD BLESS AMERICA, AND OUR MILITARY! 

PRAYER CORNER 
In your prayers remember: Fr. Francis Alves, 
Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill Bartels, 
Tom Becker, Dom Bellia, William “Will” 
Bello, Larry Bisnett, Jean Boyland, John 
Bruce, Ray Celada, Jinny Chwirut, Maureen 

Collins, Maggie De Bettencourt, 
Barbara Dolan, Regina England, 
PGK Joe Falzon, Ed Flaim, Jane 
Frank, Marge Gallery, Susan 
Gordon Garcia, Lois Gargano, 
Katharine Giodati, Aurora and 
Bill Gordon, Art and  Carole 
Hanley, Stacey Harim, PGK, 
Frank Hayden, PSD Gene Ho-
gan, Saunders Jacobsen, Fr. Matt 
Kieman, Julia Marcus (Art Han-
ley’s granddaughter), Birthe 

McCabe, James Marketos, our Chaplain 
Emeritus Msgr. William O’Donnell, John 
O’Keefe, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, 
Anna Pitcher, Fr. David Pollak, George and 
Joan Reed, Bridget Shanahan, Pat Siemien, 
Joyce Smith, John and Estelle Stoltz, Stepha-
nie Suff, Ray Timm, and Regina Walter, Bar-
bara Waters, R. Joyce Waters, my cousin 
Bernice Wilt, Nick and Karen Zack and Fran 
and Frank Zello. 

Our Senior Members have lost two of their 
brothers, Michael Reilly, brother of Anne 
Murphy, and G. Thornton, brother of 
Marjorie Ackerman.  Our condolences to 
them and their families. 
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CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto—301-762-2143 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell—Emeritus 
Deacon John Shewmaker —301-986-8658 

Deacon Robert Hubbard— 
 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Joseph G. Doniger—301-365-0376 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
John Vivian—301-461-3597 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

WARDEN 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-762-2418 

 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno—301-469-6099 

 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli—301-299-5745 

 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK—301-469-8453 

 

INSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
John “Jack” Vivian — 240-778-5933 

 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year - Wesley M. Chin, PGK—301-530-5781 

2-Year - Bruce Cathie—301-571-7220 
3-Year - Antonio Ibáñez, PGK—443)-73-1407  

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK—301-469 - 6099 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Chris Horan—301-440-4199 

 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
TBA 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Thomas Mitchell—301-204-3069 

Thomas Stallone-301, 530-3546 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Antonio M. Ibáñez, PGK—443)-73-1407  

 

LECTURER 
TBA 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK—301-977-3840 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Neil Dorian, PGK — 301-977-3840 

 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 

WEBMASTER 
Wesley M. Chin, PGK — 301-593-5781 

 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES—301-530-2427 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Dues, Boosters and Charity 

The Council has established a new charitable 
corporation, Rock Creek Charities, Inc.  – an 
IRS-classified 501(c)(3) organization. 

Donations to the council are not tax-
deductible, but donations to the charity cor-
poration are.  These are hard times for all of 
us, but they are even harder for those we help 
with our charity.  Please consider a donation.   

Members who donate at least $100 in addi-
tion to their dues are designated Rock Creek 
Boosters.  They are granted one free admis-
sion to specified council activities.  Dues 
payments must be made to Rock Creek 
Council #2797, but Boosters can make their 
donation to Rock Creek Charities, Inc.   

Dues for the upcoming 2009 calendar year 
are Members: $40.00, Honorary Members: 
$10.00, Honorary Life Members: no dues.  
Bills will be sent out in early December, but 
early payments are appreciated. 
 

Honorary Life Members 

We have 136 Honorary Life Members 
(HLM) in Rock Creek Council.  Criteria for 
this membership category are 25 consecutive 
years of service and an age of at least 70.  An 
HLM receives a permanent membership card 
and his dues are waived. If anyone has mis-
placed his plastic HLM card, let me know. 

You soon will receive your 2009 member-
ship card.  The question usually arises – why 
have two cards?  There are several reasons: 

It provides a reason to contact our long-time 
friends and let them know we still value their 
membership.  We have 10 members who 
have more than 60 years as a Knight, with 
Joseph P. Vaghi having 69 years. 

The paper membership card is required for 
attendance at business sessions of the Su-
preme Convention or of the State Convention 
because it bears your signature as well as that 
of the GK and FS of the Council. 
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Notes from the Financial Secretary 
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ROCK  CREEK  COUNCIL  CALENDAR  H IGHLIGHTS  
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 1 
 

 

2 
 

3 
 

4 5� 6 
�

7 

�
8 9 

 
 
 
ExCom Meeting 

7:30 PM 

10 
Seniors 

Christmas 
Party 
Noon  

11 
 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
Business Mtg 

8:00 PM 

12 13 
 

14 
 

15 16 
 

 
 

17 
 

K-C Club 
  7:30 PM 

18 

O’Boyle Christ-
mas Pot Luck 

Dinner Meeting at 
Rock Creek 

7:30 PM 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 

 

 

25 
 

26 27 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

 

31 
 

�   

Christmas 

Non Profit 
Organization 
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Permit No. 7023 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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Holy Day of 
Obligation 

St. Francis 
Xavier 

Immaculate 
Conception 

Holy Family 

Holy Day of 
Obligation 

Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

St. John, 
Apostle & 
Evangelist 

  Winter Begins 

Monroe Doctrine 
Signed 1823 

Boston Tea Party 
1773 

Pilgrims Landed 
at Plymouth 
Rock 1620 

   Pearl 
Harbor 
1941 

Skins vs. Ravens 
1:00 PM 

Skins vs. Bengals 
1:00 PM 

Skins vs. Eagles 
1:00 PM 

Skins vs. 49ers 
4:15 PM 


