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Dear Knights, 

Have you ever been given some 
news that was difficult to ac-
cept?  Do you remember what it 
felt like?  Was it something so 
unbelievable that it left you feel-
ing numb and in shock?  Just 
imagine what it was like for some 
of the disciples when they heard 
that Jesus was serious when he 
said: "Whoever eats my flesh 
and drinks my blood has eternal 

life, and I will raise him on the last day."  Or when Jesus 
said: "I am the living bread that came down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that 
I will give is my flesh for the life of the world." 

These are not easy statements to comprehend!  Most of us 
can probably empathize with the disciples who said, "This 
saying is hard; who can accept it?"  But that is the precise 
question we, too, must face today.  It is okay to acknowl-
edge that a belief in the Eucharist is a challenge.  There 
really is not much in our rational mind that allows us to con-
nect this belief to our physical senses.  When we look at 

(Continued on page 2) 
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R E V .  M S G R .  V I N C E N T  S .  G A T T O ,  K H S H  

 Two boys ponder their moves at the Rock Creek Council 9th Annual Charity Chess Tournament, 
held on April 19.  See  story and more photos on page 5. 

Worthy Brothers all, 

We are now heading into the month of 
May as I write this, my next to last Grand 
Knight’s Report, as your Grand Knight. 
While it is too early to reminisce about the 
Columbian Year, I will say it has been a 
good one. Thank you for your continued 
support and encouragement. 

On to more relevant and pressing mat-
ters… The council will be holding the an-
nual election of officers this month, with 
the nominations having already been 
made at the Thursday, April 23rd meeting. The election of chair 
officers will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at the business 
meeting scheduled to start at 8:00 PM. For those of you both new 
and old to the council, we moved the date of the meeting to ac-
commodate a very large rental of the council’s hall that Thursday, 
May 14th. I expect everyone to be there on Tuesday, May 12, 
2009 at 8:00 PM. This is your council and your voice is needed. 

In addition to this action packed item on the agenda is the Mary-
land State Convention of the Knights of Columbus taking place 

(Continued on page 4) 
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My Brothers all, 

May is a glorious time of the calen-
dar: 

It is the month of Mary.  As children, 
we crowned Mary as our queen in 
beautiful ceremonies each year – as 
many of our children still do today.  
Let us as Knights also crown her in 
our hearts as our Queen and renew 
our pledge of fealty and devotion to 
her. The Rosary is a very good way 
to reach Mother Mary and then Her 
Son.  Say a Rosary as often as you 
can.  Try to institute the praying of 
the Rosary prior to the beginning of 
your Business Meetings, or continue 
doing it, if your Council already has 
this most worthy practice. 

This is also the month when (as the 
fraternal year draws to a close), our 
Councils enter a transition phase. We 
move forward with a collection of 
activities to complete our program 
plans for the current year, and plan 
for the beginning of each new ad-
ministration. Of course, many hands 
are needed.  Please continue to sup-
port your Council’s activities.  

We need to choose those who will 
lead our Councils in the coming fra-
ternal year. I am aware of the hard 
work Nominations Committees at 
each of our Councils, forming a slate 
of officers to lead each council dur-
ing the new fraternal year, schedul-
ing installations of new officers, and 
planning activities for the new Co-
lumbian Year. Let me send an open 
invitation to all our members: if you 

are interested in taking a leadership 
role in the finest Catholic fraternal 
service organization in the world, 
and are a Third Degree Knight (or 
will be at the time of the election), let 
your Nominating Committee know 
of your interest, or give the startle of 
the year to your Grand Knight or Fi-
nancial Secretary by giving them a 
call.  Let them know of your interest.  
You’ll never regret it.  

As a member of your Council in 
good standing, you have an impor-
tant right to elect the new leaders in 
our Order.  Take this right, and duty, 
seriously.  So, I recommend all to re-
flect on the candidates carefully and 
support those who will lead your 
Councils to an even higher level of 
performance; make an extra effort to 
attend your Council meeting on elec-
tion night, and participate in shaping 
the new fraternal year. 

Along with May comes the 111th 
Maryland State Convention in Ocean 
City, this year to be held May 15th 
through the 17th.  Come on early and 
see your Grand Knight’s athletic 
abilities while he participates in the 
“BEACH OLYMPICS.”  Bring the 
entire family! Your Grand Knight 
has information about dates, sched-
ules, times, etc.  I look forward to 
seeing many of you there. 

Fraternally, 

E. Roberto IbáñezE. Roberto IbáñezE. Roberto IbáñezE. Roberto Ibáñez, PGK 
District Deputy No. 18 
"We are Called to Serve" 

(Continued from page 1)�
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the consecrated host, it still has the physical 
appearance of bread.  Similarly, the conse-
crated wine does not have the appearance of 
the Blood of Christ.  But, trying to reconcile 
our rational mind with our physical senses is 
not what is necessary to be able to accept 
that Jesus is really and truly present  in the 
Eucharist. 

Our rational minds can help us, but, ulti-
mately, what is necessary is “faith.”  Maybe 
you are familiar with a beautiful Latin hymn 
whose words were written by St. Thomas 
Aquinas.  It begins, Tantum ergo Sacramen-
tum.  There's a beautiful line that goes like 
this: “Faith for all defects supplying, where the 
feeble senses fail.”  It is a reminder that even, 
when our senses fail us, faith steps in and 
protects us against our doubts. 

Think of this gospel passage the next time 
you are faced with the temptation to doubt the 
Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  
Do you want to be among the disciples who 
walk away?  The Gospel tells us that many of 
them left, returned to their former way of life, 
and no longer accompanied Jesus.  Jesus 
asked the remaining disciples if they wanted 
to leave.  We are to stand with Simon Peter 
who responded: “Master, to whom shall we 
go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We 
have come to believe and are convinced that 
you are the Holy One of God.”  Let us pray 
that all of us are able to accept the mystery of 
Jesus, and never walk away from him, who, 
indeed, is the Bread of Life. 

God Bless you! 

����������	
����

Monitors Needed 
“Paid volunteers” are urgently needed 
to monitor future rentals at our Coun-

cil.  They should be members of our 
Council, have at least the 1st Degree, 
and shall be paid $10/hr. for up to 4 
hours.  On site training will be pro-

vided to each volunteer.  If interested, 
please contact Kay-Cee Club Presi-
dent Neil Dorian 301-237-0552  or 

Rentals Coordinator Julie Carter 240-
426-1220. 
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PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 
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the following week. I will be there as your 
representative and will report what hap-
pens when I get back. As always, everyone 
is welcome to attend any of the social 
events being organized by many of the 
councils. We’d love to see you there… 

When I get back from Ocean City, MD, we 
have another 1st Degree scheduled for 
Thursday, May 28, 2009. For all of you 
new members wondering what it was all 
about when you took it, here’s a great 
chance for you to invite someone to join 
and for you to observe while they take the 
degree. Please let our Membership Chair, 
PGK Tony Ibanez know how many are 
coming. 

If you’re a new member and want to be-
come more involved, please contact our 
current Deputy Grand Knight, John 
Vivian, and let him know of your inter-
est(s). He is still looking for “A Few Good 
Men” to paraphrase a Marine recruiting 
poster. 

This next paragraph is for all of the mem-
bership, new and old and young and old. 
Please make it a point to be in attendance 
at the next two meeting taking place in 
May. This is probably one of the most im-
portant meeting(s) you’ll attend as a mem-
ber of this council. With so many new 
members, it is important that if you can 
make any meeting, that you be able to 
make these meetings. The rest of the Co-
lumbian Year and the one following are 
built and organized based upon the events 
that occur at this meeting.  

With that, I wish for you all a fun spring 
and summer. Hopefully, we’ll see some of 
you at the council from time to time. 

Joseph G. Doniger 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Attending: Neil Dorian (president), Burt Murray, Jack Vivian, John Vivian, Norb 
Wittrock, Mike Horan, and Chris Horan (visitor). 

The meeting was opened at 7:30 pm, with a prayer for the intention for Jack Cun-
ningham. 
· The Minutes of the last meeting were not present to be read. 
· There was no treasurer’s report. 
· A motion was made and passed to replace Bill Poglase with Burt Murray for 

the last 3 months of the Kay Cee Club’s fraternal year. 
· Discussion was held to approach Suburban Hospital to extend the parking con-

tract, and it was decided to delay that meeting until August since the current 
contract does not end for a significant amount of the remaining year. 

· No one has responded to help as monitor’s during rentals. This needs to be 
remedied immediately, as does the completion of a specific checklist as to the 
activities of the monitors. 

· The interior of the Mansion has been painted, and the mini-mobile units for 
tables and chairs are in use. A vote for purchasing vs. continuing to rent those 
units will be held at the next meeting, along with the purchase of animal traps 
to be placed near the mini-mobile units. 

· George Ford laid the foundation for the patio and poured it. We still owe him 
just over $4000 for work done on the patio. 

· Mike Horan will begin as building manager on May 1st. 
· The contract with Waste Management has expired, and the dumpster removed. 
· The vacuum needs fixing or replacement. Repairs are $225, while a replace-

ment for cost $300-$500. It was decided to purchase a light weight replacement 
for $300 or less. 

· Old Business: Keys were voted on previously to be replaced, and Mike Horan 
will have something set up before the next meeting. 

· New Business: George Ford presented 3 more proposals. The first was to re-
move broken concrete and add a walkway around the back for $1575; it was 
decided to get a revised estimate for a concrete walkway, rather than a stone 
one. The second was to remove and replace the stone around the flag pole for 
$825; the third was for a 6-7 foot walkway to the pole for $375. It was decided 
to hold off on the latter two proposals as they were not seen as necessary at 
present. He also offered to install two benches around back and two at the cor-
ners of the new patio for $150 each. It was decided to hold off on these until we 
have used the patio and see how it works without benches. 

· New Business: Furniture for outside was priced at $7, $13, $18 dollars per chair 
and $49 per table. A motion was made and passed to purchase 6 new tables and 
24 new chairs for approximately $800. 

· New Business: The purchase of new lighting fixtures for approximately $1400 
will be reviewed at the next meeting for installation in the Mansion, once color 
pictures of the fixtures are available. 

· New Business: New mulch and bulbs have been installed at a cost of $185. 
· Rental’s Report: Julie Carter distributed a breakdown of the past month’s rent-

als and deposits paid for future rentals. She confirmed that the Knights meeting 
on May 14th would be moved to allow for a rental that evening. 

· General Comments: Mike Horan explained that the mobilization event would 
be scheduled soon. John Vivian noted that Mike Horan has done an excellent 
job with regard to the recent upgrades of the property, among other things. 

The meeting was concluded shortly after 10pm with a prayer.�
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Reminder 
Check out the Council website at http://
www.kofc2797.org/  It is full of informa-
tive and interesting information, pre-
sented in an easy to access format.  If 
you have suggestions for what you 
would like on it, contact webmaster 
Matt Flynn at mrflynn@gmail.com 
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A recent Knights of Columbus survey 
finds that executives and the public agree 
that companies are not driven by public 
good, say ethics should be priority.  Most 
Americans give corporate America poor or 
failing grades for honesty and ethics and 
rate the country’s business leadership as 
poor during this time of economic crisis. 

Among the American public, 76 percent 
believe that corporate America’s moral 
compass is pointed in the wrong direction, 
58 percent of corporate executives agree; 
and a majority of Americans, and two-
thirds of executives, gave a grade of D or 
F in ethical matters to the financial and 
investment industry. 

The poll of 2071 adults and 110 high-level 
business leaders also showed that Ameri-
cans believe personal financial gain and 
career advancement drive the business 
decisions of executives while concern for 
employees and public good seldom factors 
into corporate decisions. 

“Today, America faces a serious problem 
with a financial crisis caused in no small 
part by greed – the public lacks confidence 
in our financial system, and in much of 
‘corporate America,’” said Carl Anderson, 

Supreme Knight of the Knights of Colum-
bus. “This confidence cannot and will not 
be restored until American executives and 
companies choose to be guided by a moral 
compass in their business decisions. Only 
a strong commitment to ethical business 
practices on the part of executives and the 
companies they lead can restore America's 
confidence in its financial system.” 

Along with Wall Street and financial in-
dustry executives, politicians received 
“poor” marks in ethics from a majority of 
Americans, and a majority of executives. 
Doctors and accountants received the best 
marks for ethics among both Americans 
and executives. 

More than 90 percent of Americans and 90 
percent of executives see career advance-
ment, personal financial gain, increasing 
profits, or gaining competitive advantage 
as the primary factors that corporate ex-
ecutives take into account when making 
business decisions. Only 31 percent of 
Americans, and 32 percent of executives 
believe the "public good" is a strong moti-
vating factor. 

Interestingly, three-quarters of Americans, 
and more than nine in ten executives think 

that a business can be both successful and 
ethical. However, while 74 percent of 
Americans and 86 percent of executives 
believe people should have the same ethi-
cal standards in business as in their per-
sonal lives, more than half of executives, 
and nearly three quarters of Americans, 
think that most people miss that mark. 

The survey indicated that the public and 
executives believe that religion provides a 
good ethical standard for doing business. 
Nearly two-thirds of Americans believe 
that religious beliefs should significantly 
influence executives' business decisions. 
More than two-thirds of executives agree. 

The study was commissioned by the 
Knights of Columbus and conducted by 
the Marist College Institute for Public 
Opinion; 2,071 adults nationwide were 
interviewed from January 25 through Feb-
ruary 3, 2009. The data from corporate 
executives was collected between January 
26 and February 5, 2009. The results for 
Americans are statistically significant at 
±2.5 percent.  A 31-slide presentation of 
the study results can be viewed at 
http://www.kofc.org/un/cmf/resources/co
mmunications/documents/business_ethics.
pdf 
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On Sunday, April 19, the Council held its 9th Annual Charity Chess Tournaments, to which boys and girls of all ages 
were invited from area schools.  It was another intellectually challenging event, with everyone going home with a medal 
and memories of having done their best while having lots of fun.  Students from 9 local schools took part this year in-
cluding new participants Landon and Stone Mill Elementary School.   Trophies were presented to the winners in the K-
2, 3-6, and 6-8 grade categories, as well as for Best Girl Overall, and the Kevin S. Nolan Grand Knight's Award for 
Sportsmanship.  Tom Stallone, chairman of the Tournament, specifically wants to thank the numerous volunteers in-
cluding Knights Neil Dorien, Mike Horan,  Bill Mercer, and our District Deputy Roberto Ibanez who showed up to take 
pictures. Also to Phillis Stallone, Sarah King, Tj Stallone, who helped prepare awards, participated in setting up and 
running the snack bar for this event.  We would also like to thank the coaches and parent volunteers from each of the 
schools.   
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The need for Charity has never been greater. 

Brothers, The State Charity Fund provides financial as-
sistance to individuals in Temporary Urgent Need.  It is a 
source of support after Councils have assisted with chari-
table requests. The Fund has worked because of your 
generosity over the years. It has paid for medical, hospi-
tal, taxes, utilities, mortgages, rents, insurances, car pay-
ments, equipment for the handicapped, and have fur-
nished respectable burials for Brother Knights. 

Please help the Maryland State Council Knights of Co-
lumbus Charity Fund with your annual tax-deductible gift.  
Applications must come through a Council, reviewed by 
the Grand Knight and District Deputy. 

In the first three months of this calendar year, the Fund 
processed or received 14 applications. In previous years 

it received an average total of 22 
cases. 

Please send checks made to the 
Maryland State Council Charity 
Fund, Inc. to Johnny Norman, 
2517 Ryce Drive, Waldorf, MD 
20601. You can also make your 
gift through a Combined Charity 
Program. Complete details and 
application are available on the 
State Council website (www.kofc-md.org). 

For questions, please contact the Directors: Johnny Nor-
man, 301-645-3967 or Pat Corcoran, 410-588-5880. 

Remember, Charity is the first principle of our Order. 

�
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Highlights of the April 15, 2009 meeting: 

Treasurer Bryan Adamczyk reported that the Chapter had 
$4,046 in its account.  Of 54 councils in the Chapter, only 12 
have paid dues.  Five councils still owe per capita for 2007-8.  
Delinquent councils do not have a vote in Chapter matters.  

State Membership Director, Tony Salvemini, 
stated that as of April 1, the State had recruited 
949 new members, but lost 318 through suspen-
sion and 421 though death and transfer, for an 
overall increase of 210.  Total membership is 
26,636.  Currently, 19 out of 150 councils have 
recruited no new members.  

State Charity Fund Co-chairman Johnny Norman reported that 
since January 1 the Fund has distributed $64,136, but has only 
taken in $22,310.  Contributions are needed. 

Msgr. John FitzGerald described his work with the Apostleship 
of the Sea, Apostolatus Maris, operating out of the port of Bal-
timore.  It provides hospitality and serves the religious and 
other needs of  tens of thousands of seafarers--almost two 
thirds of whom are Catholic -- without charge.  Monsignor 
thanked the Chapter for donating clothes, magazines, and reli-
gious items, and summarized his mission with Pope John Paul 
II’s words: "Welcoming the strangers among us."   

State Secretary. Peter Davio, spoke about the bravery of the 
merchant seamen under seizure by the Somali pirates. 

Elections for Chapter officers will be held at the May 20 meet-
ing at Prince George’s Council No. 2809.  The incumbent Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Marshal were nominated 
for the next higher office.  Nominated for Marshal are Craig 
Maresch, Sr. (5317), Vernon Hawkins, Jr. (11422), Richard 
Earenfight (12796), Tom Firestone (12127), and Brian Werring 
(9968).  Nominations will remain open for additional names. 

Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle 
Assembly, No. 386 

FOURTH  DEGREE 
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Praying the Rosary St. Padre Pio Center. 
Blessing with St. Padre Pio gloves 
Lunch at the picnic area of The Center 
A visit to the gift shop 
A Tour of the Most Blessed Sacrament Church which 

was built in 1743.  We will see their organ which 
was built in 1799. 

Mass at Most Blessed Sacrament Church at 4:30 PM 
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A Deluxe Motorcoach will take us to PA 
6:45 A.M. Boarding at St. Catherine Laboure park-
ing lot.  Departure Time is promptly at 7:00 AM 

 9:30 PM ( Approx.) Return to St. Catherine 
 Laboure 
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Bus Fare: $38.00 (round trip) – Bus driver’s gratuity in-
cluded. Light snacks will be served. Bring your own lunch 
and drinks 

Payment by check made to: Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 

Mail to:  John Fox                         Danny Bengero 
              3826 Spruell Drive          1951 Lewis Ave.  
               Kensington,MD 20895    Rockville, MD 20851 
 (301)946-2113  (301)704-0524 
 john.a.fox@verizon.net      drbengero@gmail.com 
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The University of Notre Dame has invited President 
Barack Obama to deliver its commencement address on 
May 17, at which time they also will confer on him the 
degree of doctor of law, honoris causa.  This has resulted 
in a huge outcry from Catholics throughout the nation, as 
Obama has been a long-term advocate of abortion, includ-
ing prohibiting medical attention for children born of failed abortions.  
At the time of press, 42 bishops, archbishops and cardinals, as well as 
ten priests of the Congregation of the Holy Cross (the Order in charge 
of Notre Dame), numerous alumni, a 600-member organization of 
priests and deacons, and over 320,000 individuals have publicly pro-
tested the invitation.  Among the bishops who have spoken are: 
Bishop John Darcy of Fort Wayne-South Bend, who is the university’s 
local ordinary for the past 25 years, will not attend this year’s gradua-
tion.  He cited the 2004 statement of the U.S. Bishops, which states, 
"The Catholic community and Catholic institutions should not honor 
those who act in defiance of our fundamental moral principles. They 
should not be given awards, honors or platforms which would suggest 
support for their actions." The Bishop noted that the measure of any 
Catholic institution is not only what it stands for, but also what it will 
not stand for. 
Cardinal Francis George, president of the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops, said that the University's decision to host and honor Presi-
dent Obama at their commencement was an "extreme embarrassment" 
to Catholics. 
Archbishop John Nienstedt of St. Paul and Minneapolis wrote: "It is a 
travesty that the University of Notre Dame, considered by many to be a 
Catholic University, should give its public support to such an anti-
Catholic politician." 
Bishop Edward J. Slattery of Tulsa stated, "For President Obama to 
be honored by Notre Dame is more than a disappointment, it is a scan-
dal." 
Bishop Thomas Olmsted of Phoenix wrote that Fr. John Jenkins, the 
University's president, has committed "a public act of disobedience to 
the Bishops of the United States" by this invitation. 

Bishop William Lori  of Bridgeport, who is also chairman of the board 
of Sacred Heart University and Supreme Chaplain of the Knights of 
Columbus, has said he will not attend a Sacred Heart University dinner 
which will honor Kerry Kennedy, a daughter of Robert F. Kennedy, 
because she is Catholic and a longtime pro-abortion activist.  

Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan, newly installed head of the Archdio-
cese of New York, stated in 2007 that “Maybe the greatest threat to the 
church is not heresy, not dissent, not secularism, not even moral relativ-
ism, but this sanitized, feel-good, boutique, therapeutic spirituality that 
makes no demands, calls for no sacrifice, asks for no conversion, entails 
no battle against sin, but only soothes and affirms." 

Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City commenting on the 
nomination of Kansas Governor Katherine Sebelius as Secretary of 
Health and Human Services said: "In actuality, this just elevates to the 
national level another Catholic who is inconsistent in the practice of her 
faith," said Nauman. "Now she is joining Vice President Biden, Speaker 
Pelosi and a whole raft of others in the senate and congress which I 
think are sending very confusing messages. It certainly is not a reason 
to rejoice to have yet another Catholic, in a prominent national position, 
sending a very confusing message to her fellow Catholics by her posi-
tion on abortion." 

����������	
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���  Family of the Month 
The Family of the Month for April is the Mike 
Horan family.  Mike and Rebecca have two young 
children, K.C., age 8, and Emily, age 6.  Mike's 
father is a Past Grand Knight of Rock Creek, and 
his four brothers are all members of our Council.  
Mike was born, raised, and educated in the Be-
thesda area and, at the present, holds the position 
of Warden.  He is chairman of the monthly Family 
Activities Events, making all arrangements for the 
Family Movie Night held each month.  He organ-
ized a Band Night and an appreciation dinner to 
honor all Montgomery County Police, Fire and 
Rescue Officers.  He oversaw the recent painting 
of the interior of the first floor, the installation of 
motion detector lighting switches for the two bath-
rooms, and the construction of a new con-
crete patio outside the west wall, complete with all-
weather chairs and tables.  Mike planned the re-
cent installation of two mobile storage units, was in 
charge of replacing the old TV's in the lounge with 
state of the art HD TV's, and replaced the lounge 
tables and chairs with others donated by the Be-
thesda Marriott Inn.  His intent is to make our 
lounge family-friendly to attract new Council mem-
bers.  The Horans attend the Holy Redeemer Par-
ish, where they participate in the CCD religious 
education classes.  The family enjoys outside ac-
tivites, especially basketball, soccer, and softball.  
Congratulations on your selection as Family of the 
Month, and thanks for all your hard work to im-
prove our Council facility.  

Neil Dorian , PGK  
Chairman, Family of the Month Program  

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The Council meeting normally scheduled 

for the second Thursday of the month 
has been moved for May.  It will be held 
on TUESDAY MAY 12.  This is an im-
portant meeting as elections of Officers 
for the coming Columbian Year will be 
held.  ALL members are urged to come. 

The Rosary will be said at 7:30 PM, and 
the meeting will begin at 8:00 PM. 
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All Members and Guests Welcome 

 

Friday, May 29, 2009 

K.C. & Emily’s Movie Pick: 

Disney * Pixar  
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$5 per person / $15 per family 

Burgers, Dogs, Chips, Sodas  & Popcorn Included / Cash Bar 

A thru M Please Bring A Side Dish 
N thru Z Please Bring A Dessert 

Doors Open @ 6:30 / Movie Starts @ Dusk 
Movies Outdoors Weather Permitting 

Bring a Blanket or Low Beach Chairs, Balls, Games and Crafts 

Please Call or Email!!! 
Let Us Know How Many Are Coming & What You Can Bring — Contact 

 Mike Horan @ 240-793-1169 or mike_horankc@yahoo.com 

 

Fr. Roberto Amoruso, a member of the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo (a newly 
created Society of Apostolic Life of Pontifical Right), took his first degree joining Rock Creek Council on March 
26.  Currently, he is on the faculty of the Avalon School, where he teaches religion, chemistry and Spanish. 

Fr. Roberto comes to us via Kenya, Africa, where he spent 12 years serving as a chaplain, teacher, missionary 
and social services director.  He holds degrees from the Polytechnic University of Milan in agronomy and from 
the Lateran University of Rome in philosophy and theology.  Following his ordination, he taught high school re-
ligion and Italian in Rome and served as the school chaplain and director of campus ministry.  It was during this 
time that he perfected his skills as a skier and windsurfer, giving lessons during the winter and summer breaks. 

In 1993, Fr. Roberto was called to teach chemistry at Queen of the Apostles Seminary while he established an 
out-station for a large parish in Nairobi.  His high school work continued at the Italian School of Nairobi Dante 
Alighieri where he taught philosophy and history. 

Moving into social services in 1997, Fr. Roberto worked with terminal AIDS patients, single mothers, orphans 
and young men who had dropped out of school.  He also conducted a Distant Adoption program linked to sev-
eral parishes in Italy. His last post in Kenya was at Utalli College where he served as chaplain and taught Italian 
in addition to the martial arts of Karate and Aikido at the school and in the parish where he lived.  Along with his 
pastoral and athletic skills, he is fluent in Italian, English, French, Kiswahili and Gikuyu, Latin, and has a reading 
knowledge of Greek. 

Welcome, Father! 
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 CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

The Pope and Condoms 
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Assisting at Mass 
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Marian Hour of Prayer 
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Hospitality at the State Convention 
As usual, Rock Creek Council will host its hospitality 
room at the Maryland State Convention at the Princess 
Royale Hotel in Ocean City.  It will be open Friday eve-
ning, Saturday afternoon and evening, May 15 and 16.  
Everyone is welcome, everything is free.  Come and 
enjoy the camaraderie. 

Congratulations to Jennie and Bill Morris 
Jennie and Bill Morris, who were selected as Family of the 
Month for Rock Creek Council in January, were also chosen 
by Supreme as one of four families in Maryland to receive 
the Holy Family icon for January.  This is a well-deserved 
honor for a busy, Catholic couple. 
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Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

Succisa Virescit 
Catholicism in America is in a listless and apathetic state.  
Where is the zeal that drove the first missionaries to America’s 
shores to preach the Gospel to those who had never heard it, 
that inflamed these evangelists to explore every part of this vast 
land establishing churches as they went, that impelled priests 
and nuns to leave their homeloands to administer to the mil-
lions of immigrants who arrived in America in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries, that spurred the bishops to decree at the 
First Plenary Council of  Baltimore that every parish should 
establish an elementary school, that vitalized millions of Catho-
lic men and women to join together in religious organizations 
to fight bigotry, discrimination, indecency and to maintain a 
sense of the sacred in public life? 

Today, too many people who profess to be Catholic are indif-
ferent to the truths of the Faith.  They may go to Mass on Sun-
day, receive the Eucharist, and drop contributions into the col-
lection basket, but they have separated these religiously-
connected acts from their secular behavior.  They have discon-
nected the teachings of the Faith from their actions in daily life.  
On fundamental issues, such as abortion, euthanasia, homosex-
ual marriage, and the destruction of embryos for research pur-
poses, all of which the Church deems to be “intrinsic evils,” 
they can readily say, “I personally oppose …, but am willing to 
let others choose what they may.”  They are willfully ignorant 
of the Church’s position on these core 
issues or, if they are aware of it, their 
opposition does not disconcert them. 

It is estimted that there are over 67 mil-
lion Catholics in the United States.  But 
the number is hollow and, when consider-
ing those who are genuinely committed to 
the Faith, vastly over-estimated.  If 67 
million American Catholics truly believed 
and followed the Faith, how could a ma-
jority of the Catholics who voted in the 
recent presidential-election support a 
radically pro-abortion candidate?  How 
could they justify in their own minds that the killing of children 
in the womb is outweighed by support for a stronger economy, 
improved health care, immigration reform, and concerns for the 
needy?  How could two-thirds of the U.S. Senators who iden-
tify themselves as Catholic, vote to deny health-care profes-
sionals the freedom of conscience to choose not to engage in 
practices that the Church opposes?  How could those same 
Senators vote to overturn the Mexico City policy that prohib-
ited U.S. foreign aid from being used to support aborton?  How 
could Notre Dame University invite the most pro-abortion ad-
vocate ever to occupy the presidency of the United States as a 
commencement speaker and honor him with a degree?  How 
could numerous Catholic colleges stage The Vagina Mono-
logues, a sexually explicit play that favorably describes lesbian 
activity, group masturbation, and the rape of a young girl?  
Claiming to be Catholic and living as a Catholic are not 
synonomous.  As Pope Benedict XVI said in his 2009 Palm 
Sunday homily, being a Catholic “is not just a simple matter of 

recognizing a principle, but of living its truth.” 

There are two sets of action that could awaken Catholics from 
their lethargy, and make the Church more vibrant and effective 
both in its religious mission and in civil life.  First is the need 
for religious formation among Catholics.  Denver Archbishop 
Charles Chaput stated in a recent address, “40 years of Ameri-
can Catholic complacency and poor formation are bearing ex-
actly the fruit we should have expected” – Catholics who are no 
different than the general populace in their views on issues that 
the Church declares to be “intrinsic evils.”  A revitalization is 
necessary so that men and women will be developed to under-
stand the reason why we are here and how we are to live our 
lives. 

Formation is a task that requires the collaborative efforts of all 
Catholics and Catholic institutions.  The first and primary re-
sponsibility for the teaching of the Faith to the young rests with 
the family.  Parents must both instruct their children and show 
by example what it means to be Catholic – exemplifying the 
doctrine, the values, and the way to live as a Catholic.  They 
should be supported by Catholic schools, from elementary 
through university, which exist primarily for a supernatural 
purpose, to help their students gain an eternity in the kingdom 
of God, and secondarily to teach marketable skills needed for 
the secular world. 

Religious organizations, whether parish-
based or national in scope, must be to-
tally consonant with the life of authentic 
Faith, reinforce the Catholic identity of 
their members, and assist them in their 
spiritual development.  Above all, there is 
a need for our priests and bishops to lead 
this evangelization of our own people as 
a fulfillment of their responsibilities as 
teachers and ministers of the Faith. 

The second action is to disclaim those 
who, having been counseled by their pas-

tors, refuse to adhere to the Faith.  Will this be traumatic?  Yes.  
Will it lead to a Church with a smaller number of members?  
No doubt.  But this pruning also could be start of a transition 
that will lead to a renewal of the strength and vibrancy of the 
Church.  It will be a signal to all, Catholics and non-Catholics 
alike, that the doctrines of the Faith are not relics of antiquity 
and that adherence to them is essential to being Catholic. 

It might be worth remembering the Benedictan motto, succisa 
virescit, that is, cut it down and it will grow back stronger.  
This is well illustrated in the history of the Abbey of Monte 
Cassino.  The Abbey was pillaged and burned by the Lombards 
in 580, razed by the Saracens in 884, destroyed by an earth-
quake in 1349, plundered by the French in 1799, and bombed 
as a German stronghold by the Allies in 1944.  Each time, it 
was rebuilt, often with a greater degree of grandeur.  Can not 
the same apply to our Church? 

Vivat Jesus! 

Abbey of Monte Cassino 



May 2009 The Knight Chatter  Page 11 

 

�������
��2������
��
������������

	
"�
���������0��
"����
�����	������
�
�	��
������
�
"��H�

���	������ $�

5������*��
�����*�2���	������
���������
2��
��H��4���������������"������	"L�

I�����2������
����	
������
���	����.
��
��	�2��	���	��"����������
�����

;��������	��������"�����������
����
��	���	"�
������
������E�

6�������
��
"�����	
�����������<�����
�
�������������"�����
���
���	
���	"�
�	���	�
������	����
�
	
"�
�������


����
���������������������
���

I��������������
���
���	
���	���
���
�����
���
���"���������
���������
	�������
������������	������
����
���	��
�
��
��
������������"����	����
��
��
��������	
������	���
���������
�
�����
	����	�����������	�����	�����������
������

��������
��������	���C'��	
���	��"�9'��
����	���������	����	���	����	�����������
������
��
���������������	����
��������
�	�����������������
����
���������
���
�

�
�������

.
�.�������&''9������"�
"�)�����	����
����������������������	��
�	��"��	���
�������	
������	��� ������������	
���
��������
���
���	
���
�����
� ��"�	��
�������
������
������<�
��
�
����������

	��������"�������������	
�	���������	��
����������
���
���	���	���	�"��	����

	���������
�
����������������	���������
"�	����

6��������������
����"�
��	����
��������

	
"�
�������8��	"��@	��
�!�����	
�
	������)�
���
����������
������63��2���

��
�	��	�����	
"��
����������	
�	
��
�����������"�	����������	��� ����	���
��
	
�����
���2���	��
�	�	"�8�

�	������M����2���	����

!�	���
	��"��
�

M ICHAEL  PATT EN  
Fraternal Benefits Advisor 

240-305-6996 
   michael.patten@kofc.org 
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Rock Creek Council has been blessed with the establish-
ment of two endowments left in honor of deceased mem-
bers.  One endowment funds the Charles O’Hara Scholar-
ships for graduating students from elementary schools at 
parishes we serve to attend Catholic high schools.  The 
second supports the Norman V. White Fellowships at the 
School of Philosophy at The Catholic University of Amer-
ica for graduate study in ancient and medieval philosophy 
in the Catholic classical tradition. 

These two endowments were established through the 
wills of the individuals involved.  Another way to provide 
for charitable giving is through the granting of life insur-
ance. 

What Are Charitable Gifts of Life Insurance?  

A gift of life insurance to charity may allow a donor to 
make a substantial gift cost-effectively.  

A donor has three basic choices in making a charitable 
gift of life insurance:  

1. The donor may give an existing policy to charity, in 
which case all incidents of ownership should be assigned 
to charity, and the charity named as policy beneficiary.  

2. The donor may apply for a new policy on his life, with 
the charity as the original policyowner and beneficiary, 
subject to state insurable interest laws.  

3. The donor may designate a charity as the beneficiary of 
an existing policy that he or she continues to own, if no in-
come tax advantages are sought.  

In situations (1) and (2), the donor may continue paying 

the premiums or make annual gifts to the charity to enable 
it to pay the premiums.  

Advantages of Life Insurance Gifts  

• A gift of life insurance may enable a donor to make a 
substantial gift to charity cost-effectively.  

• A gift of life insurance may allow retention of other as-
sets by the donor's family.  

• Payment of the life insurance proceeds to charity are 
made without the delays of probate.  

• A gift of life insurance can be made without public record 
if the donor so chooses.  

• Premiums are usually deductible for income tax pur-
poses if the charity is the complete owner of the policy.  

• The gift of a life insurance policy is usually fully deducti-
ble for federal gift and estate tax purposes.  

A life insurance policy is often used in conjunction with a 
charitable remainder trust. This type of trust can provide 
current income tax benefits to the donor, an income to the 
donor's survivor, and a generous deferred gift to the char-
ity.  

Advice 

If anyone is interested in making a charitable gift through 
life insurance, they should seek legal or tax advice or 
other expert assistance from a competent professional.  A 
first step is to speak to your Knights of Columbus Benefits 
Advisor, Michael Patten at 240-305-6996. 
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Mary, our Blessed Mother and Patroness, 
is known throughout the world under many 

names, and she appeared to her faithful 
under many visages. Each of us has a fa-
vorite picture or figurine representing the 

Mother of God.   
 

Please bring it to the Council and we will 
place them all at a special altar, in front of 

which we will offer our prayers for her inter-
cession to her Son, our Lord and Savior. 

All are welcome: members, family, friends 
Continental Breakfast. after ceremony 

For more information contact 
PGK Peter Ferrigno  301-469-6099 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

Many thanks to our Vice Presi-
dent, Jim Young, for conduct-
ing the April Planning Meet-
ing.  Unfortunately, only Helen 
Brennan and Bill Kiley 
showed up to help Jim.  Jim 
also agreed to chair our May 
13 Cocktail Party Meeting.  
Please help him with this func-
tion — and be sure to thank 
him for all of his work on our 
behalf! 

A function for June is still being developed.  
We will have a picnic in July and go to Al-
fio’s in August.  Anyone interested in chair-
ing one of these events, please call me (301-
493-8883).  The July picnic requires 
more help than any other function we 
run.  We need your help! 

Be sure to invite your clergy to our 
functions.  And support the Council 
functions. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA AND OUR 
MILITARY! 

PRAYER CORNER 
In your prayers remember: Fr. Francis Alves, 
Eureka & Elizabeth Arcand, Bill Bartels, 

Tom and Pat Becker, Dom Bellia, 
William “Will” Bello, Barbara 
Benson, Larry Bisnett, Jean Boy-
land, John Bruce, Jinny Chwirut, 
Maureen Collins, Maggie De Bet-
tencourt, Barbara Dolan, PGK Joe 
Falzon, Ed Flaim, Marge Gallery, 
Susan Gordon Garcia, Lois Gar-
gano, Katharine Giodati, Bill 
Gordon, Susan Gordon, Art and  
Carole Hanley, Stacey Harim, Fr. 

Alan Helwig, PSD Gene Hogan, Saunders 
Jacobsen, PGK Jim Kane, Fr. Matt Kieman, 
Tom Locraft, Julia Marcus, James Marketos, 
Jim Nalls, our Chaplain Emeritus Msgr. Wil-
liam O’Donnell, John O’Keefe, Ralph 
Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, Anna Pitcher, 
Fr. David Pollak, George and Joan Reed, 
Bridget Shanahan, Pat Siemien, Joyce Smith, 
John and Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Ray 
Timm, and Regina Walter, Barbara Waters, 
R. Joyce Waters, Bernice Wilt, Nick and 
Karen Zack, Dick Aiken, and Aurora 
Gordon.. 

Richard Aitken, Thomas Broderick, Aurora 
Gordon, and Richard Shumway (past com-
mander of American Legion Post 105) past 
away.  Our condolences to their families. 

��'1.0-�
��(��%�
 

CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto—301-762-2143 

Rev. Msgr. William O’Donnell—Emeritus 
Deacon John Shewmaker —301-986-8658 

Deacon Robert Hubbard— 
 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Joseph G. Doniger—301-365-0376 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
John Vivian—301-461-3597 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

WARDEN 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-762-2418 

 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno—301-469-6099 

 

TREASURER 
Alex G. Castelli—301-299-5745 

 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK—301-469-8453 

 

INSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
John “Jack” Vivian — 240-778-5933 

 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year - Wesley M. Chin, PGK—301-530-5781 

2-Year - Bruce Cathie—301-571-7220 
3-Year - Antonio Ibáñez, PGK—240-235-5839 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK—301-469 - 6099 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Chris Horan—301-440-4199 

 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
TBA 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Thomas Mitchell—301-204-3069 

Thomas Stallone-703-898-2133 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Antonio M. Ibáñez, PGK—443)-73-1407  

 

LECTURER 
TBA 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK—301-977-3840 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Neil Dorian, PGK — 301-977-3840 

 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew R. Flynn-301-942-8491 

 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES—301-530-2427 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Expanded hours starting May 18: 

Monday Thru Thursday 4-8 
Friday 4-11 

 
The lounge is looking for a few volun-
teer bartenders. The volunteers would 
only work a few times a month and just 
a few hours a shift. It’s an enjoyable 
way to be with your friends, while pick-
ing up a few tips. In addition, the volun-
teers may have the opportunity to work 
paid functions upstairs in the hall. If 
you are interested, contact Mike Horan 
at mike_horankc@yahoo.com or 240-
793-1169  

  
There is a new, attractive patio outside 
of the lounge, which was built by PGK 

Rocky Ford.  And the shuffle board is 
now back in service and sliding fast. 

 
Bring your friends and potential new 
members and watch baseball, golf or 
other games on our 4 new flat screen 
TVs, play a game of pool or shuffle 
board, or just sit and watch the sun go 
down on our new patio. 

 
 

Don't forget to stop by and sign the 
book 

It is now over $1,200 

The lounge is yours.  Enjoy it! 

Lounge Phone 301-530-1628 
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ROCK  CREEK  COUNCIL  CALENDAR  H IGHLIGHTS  
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 1 
 

Teacher 
Appreciation  

2 
SPRED 

Reception 
10 AM 

3 

�
4 5 

Ladies Auxiliary 
Meeting 1:30 PM 
 

ExCom Meeting 
7:30 PM 

6 
 

7 

 
8 9 

 

Marian Hour 
of Prayer 

10 AM 

10 
 

11 12 
 
Rosary 7:30 PM  
Elections Mtg 

8:00 PM 

13 Seniors’  
 
 
 

K-C Club 
  7:30 PM 

14 15 
 

16 
   

17 
 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 21   22 
 
Family Movie 

Night 
6:00 PM 

23 

24 
 
 
31 

25 26 27 28 
 

Rosary 7:30 PM  
1st Degree Mtg 

8:00 PM 

29 30 

Non Profit 
Organization 

������
Postage Paid 

Bethesda, MD 
Permit No. 7023 

June CHATTER Deadline: 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Coordinator 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 

�
!�
!�
!�
!� ���

Lord’s Ascension 

Mother’s Day 

Pentacost 

O’Boyle Color 
Corps Meeting 
7:30 PM—All 4th 
degree welcome 

MD State Convention 

 

Cocktail 
Party Noon  


