
Worthy Brothers, 

As I sit here in Silverdale, Washington 
at my reunion of the USS Lafayette 
SSBN 616 and talk with old friends and 
new acquaintenances about experiences 
and sea stories, I am reminded of the 4th 
tenant of our Order, Patriotism.  None 
of the individuals are flashy or would be 
characterized by the classic definition of 
hero but all were involved in the defense 
of our nation during a period of crisis 
and danger to our very existence.  Al-
though proud of their service, I am more 
impressed by the quiet way in which each served, each worthy of 
the distinction of being called a patriot.  The average day of these 
patriots involved such exciting adventures as cleaning the ship, 
loading supplies, cooking the meals, plotting courses and long 
watchful periods of standing duty.  Their daily life was the full-
ness of responsibility serving others both on board and the nation 
as a whole.  Their charge was to defend the country from both 
foreign and domestic threats and they did so without asking for 
accolades or even a word of thanks. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dear Knights,     

At the end of September the 
Church celebrated the feast of 
the Holy Archangels, Michael, 
Gabriel and Raphael.  When a 
country experiences a foreign 
policy problem the government 
will usually send an envoy - a 
messenger or representative - 
who speaks on behalf of the na-
tion's leader.  Similarly, through-
out history God has sent spiritual 

envoys to proclaim to humanity 
divine messages and revelations.  The Church and Sacred 
Scripture see angels more as the “agents” of revelation, 
rather than the “objects” of revelation.  In other words, it is 
angels who often convey messages from God to human-
kind. 

Angels have been given by God the responsibility of pro-
tecting and caring for human beings.  Everyone is said to 
have a '”guardian angel” watching over him or her.  Unlike 
our human nature, angels have no material being; they are  

(Continued on page 2) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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For a brief period, the Seniors fantasized that Cantrel Hall was an island paradise, as they held their 
Meeting and Hawaiian Party on September 9.  Giving their interpretation of a hula are (L to R) Marge 

Sheehan, Midge Shanahan, and Darlene Coleman.  More on page 13. 

Grand Knight Vivian 
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Continued from page 1)�

pure spirits. From time to time, God has 
provided an angel with a human ap-
pearance in order to make itself known 
to us.  We recall the three Archan-
gels mentioned in Scripture, Michael - 
whose name in Hebrew means  “Who is 
like God?”  He is the archangel who 
defends the friends of God against Sa-
tan and all his evil angels.  Gabriel - 
meanings the "Power of God” was cho-
sen by the Creator to announce to Mary 
the mystery of the Incarnation.  Raph-
ael – “the Medicine of God” is the arch-
angel who took care of Tobias on his 
journey.  The Archangels are probably 
most familiar to us, they have been di-
vine messengers to us and are said to 
have battled and defeated the powers 
of darkness. 

When we recall and celebrate the heav-
enly messengers that God has given 
us, let us reflect upon our own lives and 
ask ourselves: Have I been a good 
messenger for God?  Have I shared my 
faith in God with others?  Have I shown 
others the power of God working in my 
life? Have I brought God's healing mes-
sage to someone who is hurting?  
When we do these things we, like the 
archangels are following our call to give 
honor and glory to God. 

God bless you! 
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A recent 
Census 
Bureau 
report 
stated 
that in 10 
years 
there will 
be more 
people 
over 65 

than those 
under the age of five, in the world, for the 
first time in history. This has been attrib-
uted to the results of contraception and 
abortion. Planned Parenthood deserves 
most of the credit. China is a perfect exam-
ple of what may be a result of this plan-
ning. There are millions more males than 
females. I believe that this give credence to 
the adage “Don’t mess around with Mother 
Nature”. 

There has been a new ruling by the U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion (EEOC) that would force Catholic 
colleges to include coverage for contracep-
tives in their employee health insurance 
plan. Their reason for this is “Women are 
being discriminated base on gender since 
only women take oral prescription contra-
ceptives”. Belmont Abbey College in 
Charlotte, N.C., a point in case, is going 
through this now. This Catholic institution 
has stated that they “are not able to and 

will not offer nor subsidize medical ser-
vices (contraception and abortion) that 
contradict the clear teaching of the Catho-
lic Church. The school has the backing of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

This has to make us wonder where all of 
these rulings are leading us. 

As Catholics, what do we do?  Render to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is 
God’s. According to the Catholic Church, 
human life must be respected and pro-
tected absolutely from the moment of con-
ception. Since the first century (but not 
according to Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Nancy Pelosi) the Church has 
affirmed the moral evil of every procured 
abortion. Formal cooperation in an abor-
tion (prescribed birth control pills will pro-
duce an abortion) constitutes a grave of-
fense. The Church attaches the canonical 
penalty of excommunication to those 
crimes against human life. 

The inalienable rights of the person, or any 
institution, must be recognized and re-
spected by civil society and political au-
thorities. Without this, there can be no 
freedom of religion. For any “state” not to 
accept this principal would mean that it 
does not recognize the freedoms provided 
in our own constitution. In a “state of so-
cialism” we could expect this, for then, one 
should not expect to have any freedoms. 

The National Right to Life Committee has 
stated that the Obama administration is 
trying to provide into federal law expan-
sions of access to abortion on demand. The 
White House is backing the proposal of the 
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions Committee, which voted down by a 
small margin, all of the pro-life amend-
ments to prevent health-care providers 
from being penalized for refusing to par-
ticipate in providing abortions. This seems 
to be very well orchestrated by our current 
socialistic government. In the bills being 
proposed, terminating the other end of life, 
that is, “euthanasia”, is now being opened 
for passage. Like Roe v. Wade, once the 
foot is in the door, all h… breaks loose. 
These are the reasons President Obama is 
so anxious to get the Health Plan passed, 
because the longer it takes the more people 
are realizing what is being pulled over the 
eyes of the public and the harder it will be 
to pass into law their bills. 

As a Catholic organization, we members of 
the Knights of Columbus should do what-
ever it takes to see that our President and 
Congress do not have their way on issues 
that are in opposing to the teachings of the 
Church. Speak to your friends and make 
them aware of what is happening and 
above all else, pray the Rosary, asking our 
Blessed Mother to intercede for us. 

God Bless. 

 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 
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Rock Creek Council recently lost a long-time, active mem-
ber, when John Bruce passed away.  John, a retired U.S. 
Coast Guard Captain, was a 63-year members of the Knights.  
A Past President of the Kay Cee Club and long-serving chair-
man of Community Activities, John would keep us informed 
of the Maryland Legislative Agenda and prod us to join him 
in Annapolis each March for the Maryland March for Life. 

Each January, when we hosted a group of young pilgrims 
from Texas who came for the national March for Life, John 
would serve as an overnight monitor.  Even though the folks 
might have returned to the Council late in the evening, John 
made sure everyone was awake by 6 AM the next morning, 
as he rang his old school bell.  He also tolled the bell at our 
Memorial Day Mass to mark the name of each deceased 
brother as it was read.  This year, the bell will toll for John. 

We wish his wife, Gloria, three children, Joseph, Ellen and 
Michael, and eight grandchildren our deepest sympathies. 
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ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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We live in a time which requires each of us to do similar duty, to 
take on those who would destroy our liberties and freedoms.  We 
are called to voice our opposition to actions and policies which 
would threaten the unborn, elderly and those who cannot defend 
themselves.  With all of the “change” being proposed, we need 
to individually keep abreast of the essence of the barrage of 
changes in front of our elected officials.   

It is our patriotic duty to become knowledgeable on the proposed 
laws and regulations which may actually become law to ensure 
that they reflect our wishes as citizens of this great country.  We 
must do this on a more in-depth basis than we may have in the 
past.  We must pass these ideas past our patriotic beliefs and our 
Catholic faith to see if they are worthy of our support.  Are we 
looking at legislation which will use tax dollars to fund abortion?  
Are there death councils threatening the use of euthanasia or de 
facto euthanasia through neglect?  What impact will the laws 
have on property rights or our constitutional rights?  Each of us 
must decide if the ideas are good or do they threaten our way of 
life. 

It is then important to become politically active, letting our Con-
gressmen and Senators know our feelings on the important 
change issues.  This is our patriotic duty.  If we allow laws to be 
put into place without our championing them or challenging 
them, then we have abdicated our responsibility as citizens, our 
patriotic duty.  I have heard such comments as “leave it to the 
younger generation” or “I’m sure they won’t enact the bill and if 
they do it can always be changed”.    We can always rationalize 
why we shouldn’t be active, but consequences are dire if every-
one takes the attitude.  This is the road to tyranny. 

I encourage you to review your own actions.  With important 
legislation and regulations before our leaders, they need our in-
put more than ever.  We need to stand up and become patriots.�

Vivat Jesus! 
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(Continued from page 1) 
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October 14 
12 noon—3 PM 

Cantrel Hall  
 

Catered by Chesapeake Catering Company 
Keyboard music by Dorothy Bush 

$15 per person, pay at door 
$1 cash bar 

 

Reservations necessary, call 
Ann Doby 301-530-7820 or 
Hilka Stofko 301-530-8357 

Prizes for scariest, funniest, 
most original costumes 

Council Activities – The New and 
the Old  

  
The Council is looking to bring back some old 
events. With time flying by, it seems we missed 
Octoberfest this year. But Bob Kestel, son of long-
time member Tom Kestel, the perennial master of 
Octoberfest, has shown interest in bringing it back 
in 2010.  Bob, will you be wearing your dad’s 
lederhosen? 

And, we will reestablish our classic Sports Night.  
This was a spectacular event in years past and we 
will make it an enjoyable and fun-filled event once 
again. 

This year, an effort will be made to have more 
members in attendance at the New Year’s Eve 
Gala by appealing to our younger members, with-
out slighting our traditional member-attendees.  
Details will follow in future issues of the Chatter. 

Other events to look forward to are: Thanksgiving 
Party, Kids Christmas Party, Winter Rock 'n' Roll 
Dance, St. Patrick’s Day Party in the Lounge, 
Council Picnics, Teachers Appreciation, and a 
crab feast.  And don’t forget the tailgate parties in 
the Lounge during football season, and the 
monthly parties conducted by the Seniors.   

Anyone interested in helping out with an event or if 
you have an idea for a new event let me know at 
chris_horankc@yahoo.com.  

Chris Horan 
Council Activities Director 
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Car Raffle in Underway 
The Car Raffle for the benefit of the State Council’s 
charity and scholarship programs is underway.  Our 
Council benefits by receiving $0.60 for every ticket 
sold for the use of our charity activities.  The Grand 
Prize is a 2010 Ford Mustang.  The winning ticket will 
be drawn at the Columbus Day Ball on October 10. 

You should have received your tickets in the mail!  
Please sell or buy these tickets.  Also, volunteer to 
help sell raffle tickets at your parish, at one of the other 
five parishes we serve, or at supermarkets.  Contact 
Emory Linder at 301-897-0084 or emory@sundun.com 
to help. 

Hours: 

Monday Thru Thursday 4-8 
Friday 4-11 

Saturday 2-8 
Sunday Noon-7 (football season) 

 

Once again — Are you ready for some football?  
College football that is!  The Lounge will be open 
for college games on Saturdays from 2 PM to 8 
PM, with expanded hours for big college games.  
 

Saturday beer specials for October and Novem-
ber — $1.50 for Corona and Heineken bottles.  
Please come and enjoy Hard Times Cincinnati 
Chili dogs, as well. 
 

Don’t forget the $5 Sunday Redskin Tailgate 
Parties.  We will supply the burgers, dogs, and 
grill, but please bring a side to share. 
 

Check the board in the Lounge for upcoming 
events.  And don’t forget to sign the book. 
 

Come by and enjoy our three video games, a 
bar top trivia game, our flat screen HD TVs, and 
the patio, which is a great place unwind on fall 
evenings.  

Lounge phone 301-530-1628 
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Hello to All –  

My last article for the Chatter was written before the Aux-
iliary's May meeting, and I indicated that the group did 
not meet in June, July or August. It has been customary 
at our May meeting to have a slate of officers presented 
for the upcoming Columbian Year. Despite the commit-
ment our members have made to the organization 
through the years, we were unable to find candidates for 
the offices of president, treasurer and secretary. The 
three of us who have held these offices for the past three 
years did not feel we could continue.  

The activities of the Auxiliary have changed through the 
years.  At one time, we prepared dinners for the Installa-
tion of Officers, Clergy Night, other events, and even New 
Year's Eve breakfast (!), in more recent years the Knights 
have had such events catered. We have sponsored a 
Spring Benefit Card Party to raise funds for a deserving 
charity, have satisfied requests for gifts from Catholic 
Charities clients, helped Haitian families in a local parish, 
have given gifts and money to Bethesda Cares and, 
since its inception, have provided food for the Teachers 
Appreciation Party, among other good works.  

We are impressed by the number of new Knights who 
have joined the Council and many have jumped in to 
work on Council family-centered activities. My hope is 
that the wives, mothers, sisters, daughters or aunts of 
these new members will assist the Knights in their en-
deavors. Perhaps they can come up with an activity that 
the current Auxiliary has not tried, and carry on the Auxil-
iary tradition as they choose in support of the Knights.  

If any of the ladies would like to become involved in 
the Auxiliary, please call me at 301-530-0210.   We will 
offer assistance in your efforts, and I know I can recruit 
some of our current Auxiliary ladies to help at the Teach-
ers Appreciation Party as a once a year activity.  Without 
your assistance, we will not continue our monthly meet-
ings nor sponsor the Spring Benefit Card Party.  

On behalf of all the Auxiliary members, I want to express 
our appreciation to the Knights for their cooperation 
through the years in providing a space at the Council for 
our meetings and responding to any requests we made 
to help set up for our activities. We value our relationship 
with the Knights and respect them for their dedication to 
God and the Church. We will still support the Knights -- 
Rock Creek Council is special to us! God bless!!  

� �
���
 �
Jennie Morris, Past President 

Notes from the AuxiliaryNotes from the AuxiliaryNotes from the AuxiliaryNotes from the Auxiliary    
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I want to thank the district deputies and grand knights 
who have been actively promoting the Charity Fund. I 
especially want to thank everyone who has made a dona-
tion to the fund. From the beginning of the fraternal year 
through the middle of August we have received a total of 
$5,691 in donations. These donations came from 122 
members representing 30 councils, a lady’s auxiliary, a 
district, several councils, and income from last year’s 
Combined Charity Campaigns.. 

On the other hand the fund has provided grants to three 
people in temporary financial need totaling $5,832, and 
there are two additional cases that are currently in the 
review process. As you can see the donations are not 
quite keeping up with the grants. 

As mentioned at the Grand Knight and Program & Mem-
bership seminars the need for support has never been 
greater because of the poor economy. We’re asking the 
district deputies and grand knights to continue to support 
the Charity Fund by promoting the program within their 
districts and councils. We’re also asking the grand 
knights to be sure to distribute the pre-addressed enve-
lopes that were handed out at the GK seminar to all of 
their members and encourage them to make tax deducti-
ble contributions to the Fund. Distribute the envelopes in 
any way that works for the council – through newsletters, 
council billing notices, membership card mailings or other 
mailings the council makes throughout the year. 

Members can also make contributions through the Com-
bined Charity Campaigns at their workplaces. The Char-

ity Campaigns typically start during 
the September time frame. The 
Campaigns and ID codes for these 
various programs follow: 

-Combined Federal Campaign of 
the National Capital Area, (ID 
Code 78166) 

-Chesapeake Bay Area Combined 
Federal Campaign (ID Code 
(78166) 

-Maryland Charity Campaign for State Employees & Re-
tirees. (ID Code 5834) 

-United Way (throughout the State). 

If a member or family member contribute through any of 
the above Campaigns, whether listed with ID code or not, 
make sure they include the Fund’s name and address as 
shown below on their pledge card in the “Donor Option” 
section                   ; 

Maryland Knights of Columbus Charity Fund, Inc. 
10815 Stang Road; Owings Mills, MD 21117 

Complete details about the Fund and applications for fi-
nancial assistance are available on the State Council 
website (www.kofc-md.org). Inquiries may be made to: 

Patrick E. Corcoran, 410-588-5880, or  
Patrick J. Cantwell, 301-952-8290. 

Remember, Charity is the first principle of 
the Order . 

Forthcoming Meetings of the Chapter: 

October 21 -- Columcille Council # 5317,  
Fort Washington, Recruitment (Dale Trott) 
and Crab Feast 

November 18 -- Prince Georges Council # 
2809, College Park, Memorial Mass and Si-
lent Auction 

December 20 -- Pius X Council # 4076, Forestville, Christmas 
Party 

January 20 -- St Mary’s of Landover Hills, Landover Hills, So 
you are going to be the Grand Knight (Tom Firestone)  

February 17 -- St John F. Regis Council # 7914, Hollywood, 
Ash Wednesday (Jim Cooney)  

March 17 -- Queen of the America’s, Tacoma Park, St. Joseph 
(Joe Feaks) 

April 21 -- Patuxent Council # 2203, Laurel, Vocations 
(Richard Earenfight)  

�
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Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle 
Assembly, No. 386 

FOURTH  DEGREE 
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Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien of Baltimore, in 
The Catholic Review (September 15), wrote: “We 
live in a world that continues to be threatened by 
a culture of death that has left it desperate for 
hope and desperate for the love that breeds re-
spect for all human beings, most especially the unborn…Why is it 
that with so many Catholics as members of the dominant political 
party in our state – a political party that has traditionally upheld 
the rights of the poor, the immigrant and the marginalized, but a 
party consistently and solidly pro- abortion – that politics lacks 
conscience when life in the womb is commonly treated as refuse? 
… What prevents us from committing ourselves to being a part of 
the urgently needed ‘great prayer for life’ the late Holy Father 
championed.”  In the current, nationwide 40 Days for Life cam-
paign, “thousands of people will unite in prayer and fasting to pro-
mote a culture of life. Will you join us? Pray the Rosary or the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Attend Mass more regularly. Pray be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament.” 

Bishop Samuel J. Aquila  of Fargo, ND, in a pastoral letter on 
health care  (August 28) wrote: “In principle, the Church ought to 
always promote wider and more complete access to health care; 
however, that does not mean that in practice the Church ought to 
support each and every plan which is proposed by civil leaders.”  
He set forth four principles that should always be used for judging 
any health care option:  
· “Any provisions for actions which deny the dignity of human 
life, especially abortion, euthanasia, whether passive or active, 
and embryonic stem-cell research must be excluded from all 
health care plans. 
· The freedom of consciences must be safeguarded. The moral 
voice of individual 2. doctors, nurses, health professionals, as 
well as the general public, deserve reverence and respect. 
· Access to health care ought to be available to all people, in-
cluding the poor, legal 3. immigrants, the handicapped, and espe-
cially the elderly and unborn members of society. 
· The means of providing access to health care should be gov-
erned by the principle of subsidiarity, being reasonably and equi-
tably distributed among members of society. 
…As our society seeks to achieve the goal of ensuring access to 
health care for all, the federal government surely has a role to 
play, but definitely not the only role, or even the primary role.” 

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City in Kansas and 
Bishop Robert W. Finn  of Kansas City-St. Joseph issued a joint 
pastoral statement on health care  (August 22), stating: “Solidarity 
and the Promotion of the Common Good cause us to say that we 
cannot be passive concerning health care policy in our country. 
There is important work to be done, but ‘change’ for change’s 
sake; change which expands the reach of government beyond its 
competence would do more harm than good. Change which loses 
sight of man’s transcendent dignity or the irreplaceable value of 
human life; change which could diminish the role of those in need 
as agents of their own care is not truly human  progress at all.   A 
hasty or unprincipled change could cause us, in fact, to lose 
some of the significant benefits that Americans now enjoy, while 
creating a future tax burden which is both unjust and unsustain-
able.” 

����������	
�����
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 Youth Activities 
  
In the past few months the Council has hosted three 
events for Maplewood Youth Football.  In early Au-
gust, the lounge was transformed into an equipment 
room where the young athletes were measured  
for their pads and helmets.  On August 21, Maple-
wood held its second “Meet and Greet” in Cantrel 
Hall.  It provided an opportunity for parents got to 
talk to the coaches.  It also was a chance for some 70 
people to see our newly painted hall.  On September 
25, the grounds were used for Maplewood’s “Picture 
Day”.  Each player had an individual picture taken in 
full pads using our beautiful grounds as the back-
drop.  Every time Maplewood uses our facility, it 
saves them money on rent at Alta Vista / Maplewood 
Park and brings in potential new adult members, as 
well as introducing youth to the Council.  

Rock Creek Council was one of nine councils in 
the State of Maryland to receive The Double 
Star Award for the last Columbian Year. This is 
a great honor and one not easy to achieve, espe-
cially for a large council which has a large 
membership quota. Among other criteria in 
which we met or exceeded our goals was the 
number of members recruited. Between Art 
Harris, me and others, we brought in almost 90 
new members last year. In a time when fraternal 
organizations are on the downward slide, this 
was a fantastic year for the Council. Art and I 
each received a personnel phone call from State 
Deputy Richard Siejack. He asked me what my 
secret was to bringing in new members and my 
answer was simple: I ASKED THEM! Carry a 
Form 100 with you, invite prospects to our 
Council home, let them know what good things 
we do. Let them know we are here, we are 
strong, and we are growing. We have a great 
organization, with a great bunch of men.  Who 
wouldn't want to join?  JUST ASK! Our next 
first degree is on October 22. I challenge each 
member to bring in one new member for this 
degree -- or at the least one new member this 
year. I also would like to congratulate our Bene-
fits Advisor, Michael Patton, for his part in 
helping some of our new members purchase 
insurance or annuities, so that the Council could 
achieve the Double Star. Great work Mike! 

Mike Horan, DGK 
Membership Director 
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Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism in Light of Our Lady of Guadalupe   
Bishop William F. Lori, Supreme Chaplain 

It is no surprise that Our Lady sheds the light of her love in Christ 
Jesus upon the first principles of the Christian life, which are at 
the heart of our common discipleship and which are the founda-
tion upon which the Knights of Columbus is built. The principles 
are charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. 

Charity: Mother of Divine Love 

Charity is the lesson in the story of how the Virgin Mother of God 
appeared to Juan Diego, to entrust to him a message of redeeming 
love, a message of love which continues to have the power to in-
spire and transform us. Mary manifests loving solidarity with the 
poor and the lowly, with those who have no standing, with those 
through whom the love of God often shines with such brilliance. 
She comes as a messenger of Him, “who has lifted up the lowly.” 
In her apparition to Juan Diego, Mary is bearing a child, her Son, 
Jesus. It’s not that He was yet to be born; it’s only that He must be 
born in us. She stands before us today, a living witness to the un-
changing love of God for us. 

From the very beginning, the Knights of Columbus, adopted as its 
first principle the first principle of the Christian life – which is 
charity. The first meaning of charity is not what we do for others, 
but rather God’s prior love for us. As sons and families of the 
Virgin Mother of Guadalupe, we who are part of the Knights of 
Columbus offer ourselves in service to others. We seek to emulate 
the love of Mary, a love which has the capacity to change the 
world around us. That is why we volunteer, neighbor to neighbor, 
that is why we engage in massive amounts of charitable activity. 

Unity: Mother of the Living 

The principle of unity is so evident in the apparitions of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. By her vesture, her appearance, and her words, she 
set the bloody divisions of 16th century Mexico in sharp relief, 
only to overcome those divisions by clearing a path toward unity. 

Mexico after 1521 had a “a culture of death”. The Spanish con-
quistadores treated the indigenous peoples cruelly. They were 
often enslaved, deprived of property, and forbidden to speak their 
native languages. Many died by the sword.  

At the same time, the native culture of the Aztec Empire, while in 
many ways very advanced, was also terribly cruel and dehumaniz-
ing. Think of the terrible practice of human sacrifice, a cruel cult 
carried out to placate an idol, so as to maintain sun and suste-
nance. Within this culture, there were also inter-tribal prejudices, 
enslavement,  and other forms of cruelty. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, carrying the Child of her womb, appears 
to Juan Diego in 1531. Into this culture of death, Mary brings 
Christ, the author of life, who unites in himself what sin, strife, 
and human ignorance has divided. Mary, who always leads us to 
Christ, calls us to build a culture of life where the dignity and 
common humanity of each person is recognized, respected, and 
fostered.  

As Knights of Columbus we are united by our faith and our com-
mon mission. In our charitable activity and in our advocacy, we 
seek to defend innocent human life, to strengthen the family, to 

bring ethics to the workplace, to assist those who are in need – out 
of a keen sense of our common humanity confirmed by our faith 
in Christ and nurtured by our devotion to the Virgin Mary. 

Fraternity: Brotherhood  

In speaking of fraternity, or brotherhood, it is not enough to per-
ceive a common humanity or simply to know what binds us to-
gether as a human family. We need a web of human relationships, 
especially with family, friends, fellow citizens, and people who 
espouse the fundamental truth about the human person. 

Christian brotherhood is something even greater than blood broth-
erhood or any other kind of human relationship. It is based on 
faith in Jesus Christ, God’s own Son in the flesh, who revealed 
the Father and his love for the sake of our redemption.  

Because our fraternity is rooted in the Lord, we must be explicit 
agents of evangelization. We are called to bear witness to the 
Gospel and its transforming love, the seeds of which were planted 
in this continent by Our Lady of Guadalupe. We in the Knights of 
Columbus are called to be the strong right arm of the Church, the 
Pope, the bishops, and parish priests in the work of evangelization 
and in defending Holy Mother Church. Our special concern must 
be those who are not in the brotherhood of the faith, lapsed Catho-
lics, those who no longer practice their faith, Catholics who have 
joined other denominations,  Catholics who were poorly cate-
chized, Catholics who have been harmed by those representing 
the Church, as well as the many un-churched people who often 
live in something akin to a spiritual wasteland.  

Patriotism 

Since our founding, the members of the Knights of Columbus 
have been patriots. We continue to express our love of country by 
being active in the political process, by our strong defense of in-
nocent human life and the role of the family, by doing our daily 
work as well as we can for the sake of our homelands, and by 
seeking to rid our countries of all that departs from their most 
sacred values. Through the Fourth Degree of the Order, we high-
light the commitment of the Knights of Columbus to love of God 
and country. 

We are persistent in our patriotism not because we imagine our 
respective countries and the cultures they embody, to be perfect – 
but because we are confident that God’s truth and love, working 
through us and our fellow citizens can help mend our native lands, 
prompting the lands we call home to live up to their founding ide-
als, to embrace that which is coherent, true, good, and beautiful in 
our native cultures. As that beauty takes hold of our souls,  we are 
equipped to be true patriots, true citizens of the earthly city which 
we are to transform into a true civilization of love. The Virgin of 
Guadalupe did not come to create an earthly utopia but she did 
plant the seeds of a culture in which human life and dignity is 
respected, in which caring for one another and the needs of others 
is the norm, and in which peace and justice is consistently sought. 

This address was presented at the First International Marian Congress in 
Phoenix, Arizona, August 7, 2009.  It was abbreviated by the Editor. The full 
address can be found at 
http://www.mariancongress.org/en/presentations/charityunitylori.html 
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Beginning January 1, 2010, the primary means of delivery of The Knight Chatter will be electronically 
through the Internet.  You will benefit by receiving the Chatter a week to ten days earlier, as it will be sent to 
you the same time it is sent to the printer, and you will receive it in color.  To see what it will look like, check 
the Council website (www.kofc2797.org), where several years of the newsletter are archived.  In addition, 
this will reduce the cost to the Council for printing and mailing, monies that can be used to provide other 
benefits.  Please send you email address to John Vivian at jvivian@vicorinc.com.  Members who wish to 
continue receiving it in hard copy can do so by contacting Larry Grayson at LPGrayson@verizon.net or 301-
933-8731. 
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Everyone 50 years and counting is welcome in the Seniors Club.  
Dues are a pro-rated $12 per year, and entitle one to come to 

their monthly meetings/parties.  Events are held primarily at noon 
on the second Wednesday of each month.  For more information, 

contact Bob Waters at 301-493-8883. 
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All Members and Guests Welcome 

 

Friday, October 16, 2009 

K.C. & Emily’s Movie Pick:  

Monster House 
$5 per person / $15 per family 
Burgers, Dogs, Chips, Sodas 

 & Popcorn Included / Cash Bar 
A thru M Please Bring A Side Dish 
N Thru Z Please Bring A Dessert 

Doors Open @ 6:30 / Movie Starts @ 7:30 
Bring A Blanket For Picnic 

Movies Outdoors When Possible 
Bring Balls, Games and Crafts 

Please RSVP!!! 
Let Us Know How Many Are Coming & What You 

Can Bring — Contact 
 Emory Linder at emory@sundun.com or 
Mike Horan at mike_horankc@yahoo.com 
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In April, Rock Creek Council held the first police, fire and 
rescue appreciation day cookout.  The day was a huge 
success with close to 50 on- and off-duty police, fire and 
rescue personnel stopping by to enjoy the food and 
drinks, mostly donated by area restaurants.  Our next 
Community Appreciation Day Cookout will be held on 
October 17,  from 2 PM to 6 PM.  The number of restau-
rants donating food will be larger with a wider menu.  
The Lounge will be open for college football.  Please 
spread the word to your police, fire and rescue person-
nel friends.  We also need volunteers to help set up, 
serve and clean after the event.  It's a great day to meet 
and greet the people who keep you safe in Montgomery 
County.  For more information contact me at 
ebaur@comcastsportsnet.com or Mike Horan at 
mike_horankc@yahoo.com  

Ernie Baur 
Community Activities, Director 
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On September 10, four new members took their first de-
grees.  Welcome to Thomas Condon (Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish), David Gentile (Holy Cross), John Bon-
ato (St. Elizabeth’s), and William Hurley (St. Jane de 
Chantal).  There are a lot of activities in this Council, and 
we hope you and your families will take advantage of 
them.  Remember, this is now your Council. 
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Dues Assistance 
We are interested in keeping all of our members.  When 
you joined the Knights, you joined a brotherhood.  Times 
are tough and if you are in arrears with your dues because 
of financial difficulties, we do not want to suspend you. 

If you recently received a Second Notice of Membership 
Renewal, and need special consideration, please contact 
Grand Knight John Vivian or Financial Secretary Joe Mur-
phy, at the Council’s address to present your situation.  
Your information will be kept confidential.  The Grand 
Knight has the authority to waive dues in special circum-
stances. 

��������	
��� �
Financial Secretary 
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The Knights of Columbus is devoted to the Rosary.  Every mem-
ber is given a Rosary upon entering the Order, and asked to say it 
as often as he can.  Many – it should be all – councils recite it 
before their meetings.  But have you ever thought: What is the 
Rosary?  How did it come into existence?  Why is it special? 

The Rosary consists principally of three prayers, the Our Father, 
the Hail Mary, and the Glory be.  These prayers have their origins 
in the earliest days of the Faith, even preceding the establishment 
of the Church.  The Our Father is the Lord’s own prayer, taught 
by Jesus to His disciples when they asked Him how they should 
pray. As St. Louis de Montfort wrote, this prayer “contains all the 
duties we owe to God, the acts of all the virtues 
and the petitions for all our spiritual and corporal 
needs.” 

The Hail Mary, often referred to as the Angelic 
Salutation, is composed of two parts, one of 
praise, the other of petition.  It begins, “Hail 
[Mary], full of grace, the Lord is with thee.”  
This is the greeting the Archangel Gabriel used 
when asking Mary to be the Mother of Our Lord.   
It is followed by the words, “Blessed are thou 
among women and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb,” said by Elizabeth, a few weeks later, 
when Mary came to visit her.  Imagine, every 
time you say the Hail Mary, you repeat the 
words of God’s personal angelic messenger and 
of the divinely-inspired mother of John the Baptist, of whom Je-
sus said, “among those born of women, no one is greater than 
John.” 

As the prayer evolved, the couplet of praise was joined to a state-
ment of recognition and petition.  At the beginning of the fifth 
century, Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople, taught that Mary 
was the mother only of Christ’s human nature and not His divine.  
The Council of Ephesus, in 431, held this to be erroneous, de-
clared that Mary was Theotokos, the Mother of God, and decreed 
that Catholics should say the prayer, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.” 

As devotion to the Blessed Mother grew in the eleventh century, 
the Angelic Salutation was prayed repetitively, often 50, 100 or 
150 times, with a genuflection after each utterance.  When any 
prayer or reverential act is repeated frequently, a physical means 
for keeping count is easier than a mental one.  Hence, people be-
gan using pebbles, knots on a cord, notches in wood, and even 
discs of bone strung together to keep count.  Thus, the bead sys-
tem used today began to emerge. 

In the early stages of monastic development, the monks often said 
the entire 150 psalms of David for their deceased brethren.  The 
short prayer “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost,” which appears to have originated in the fourth cen-
tury, was said at the end of each psalm to Christianize it.  The 
words “As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end” were added in stages, until the prayer as-
sumed its current form in the seventh century. 

Tradition attributes the present form of the Rosary to St. Domi-
nic.  The Church at the time was being split by the heretical doc-
trines of the Albegensians, who held that two opposing principles 
or forces existed in the world, one was the source of the spiritual 
and all good, the other of the material and all evil.  St. Dominic 
was preaching against the heresy, but with little effect.  Then, in 
1214, according to Blessed Alan de la Roche, Our Lady appeared 
and said, “Dear Dominic, do you know which weapon the 
Blessed Trinity wants to use to reform the world?”  When Domi-
nic had no answer, she continued, “[I]n this kind of warfare, the 
principal weapon has always been the Angelic Psalter,”  that is, 
the Rosary.  Dominic began to preach about and say the Rosary 

and had great success.  He also established the 
Confraternity of the Holy Rosary to encourage 
others to say it. 

The fervor of the people for the Rosary, however, 
waned with time.  Then, Our Lady asked Alan de 
la Roche, a Dominican Friar and eminent theolo-
gian and preacher, to revive the Confraternity, a 
work he undertook in 1460.  When he died fifteen 
years later, Blessed Alan had enrolled over 
100,000 people into the Confraternity. 

The Creed, which was added to the Rosary in the 
early 17th century, is a summary of the principal 
Christian truths.  It begins with the words “I be-
lieve in God.”  This act of faith is the first and 

essential step in leading a Christian life.  Once we believe, we can 
strive to know God, to love Him, and to trust in Him, so that we 
can gain the reward of an eternity in the kingdom of heaven.  The 
Apostles Creed has its origin in the early days of the Church, 
perhaps as one tradition holds, being composed by the Apostles 
themselves on the first Pentecost. 

In 1917, when Our Lady appeared at Fatima, she asked that after 
each mystery people add the words, “O Jesus, forgive us our sins, 
save us from the fires of hell, lead all souls to Heaven, especially 
those who have most need of your mercy.” 

The Rosary incorporates two types of prayer, vocal and mental.  
The vocal prayer is the repetition of the Hail Mary, divided into 
groups of ten, each preceded by the Our Father and ended with a 
Glory be.  The mental portion is the contemplation on the life and 
glory of Our Lord and His Mother.  The original 15 decades, in 
which the 150 Hail Marys paralleled the 150 psalms, focused on 
Our Lord’s birth, childhood, passion, death and resurrection.  
They were expanded by Pope John Paul II to 20 decades to in-
clude more of Our Lord’s public life. 

What a beautiful set of prayers is the Rosary, prayers that date 
back to the first days of our Faith given to us in the words of our 
Lord, the Archangel Gabriel, early ascetics and bishops, possibly 
the Apostles under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and the 
Blessed Mother herself.  If we say it devoutly and often, how can 
our heavenly Mother and her Son not respond to our petitions. 

Vivat Jesus! 

���
�	����� �
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

What Can We Not Achieve 

St. Dominic receiving the 
Rosary from Our Lady 



Page 12 The Knight Chatter  October 2009 

Visit the Council Website at www.kofc2797.org 

 

 

  

CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
On August 5, our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, continued his 
catechesis on St. John Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests. 
He praised the saint on his 150th anniversary, for his many acts of 
pastoral services as a priest, for his life as a catechist that was 
especially effective when people saw him celebrating Mass, 
kneeling in adoration before the tabernacle, or spending so many 
hours in the confessional.  

The Supreme Court has not issued a definitive ruling on public 
religious freedom in a number of years. However, the ACLU has 
recently filed a lawsuit to force the removal of a cross from a 
monument to the fallen American military heroes in the Mojave 
National Park. The ACLU has for years been trying to wipe relig-
ion out of American society. Freedom of Religion has lost much 
ground. The lower courts have passed the potion; now, it is up the 
higher court. I do not have any doubt on which side our most 
recent Supreme Court judge will support. Hopefully, the Supreme 
Court will review the “Protect the Cross Petitions” that have been 
circulating throughout the country most warmly. 

Although, the late Sen. Edward M. Kennedy may not be one of 
my political models I did read something that he said in 1983 at 
Liberty University in Lynchburg, VA in the presence of Rev. 
Jerry Falwell. “I hope for an America where neither 

‘fundamentalist’ nor ‘humanist’ will be a dirty word, but a fair 
description of the different ways in which people of goodwill 
look at life and into our souls”. He went on to say: “I hope for an 
America where no president, no public official, no individual will 
ever be deemed a greater or lesser American because of religious 
doubt – religious belief. I hope for an America where the power 
of faith will always burn brightly, but were no modern Inquisi-
tion, of any kind, will ever light the fires of fear, coercion, or 
angry division”. I wonder, “Whatever happened to this individ-
ual?” It may be safe to say that he has moved a little to the left. 
My hope for the man is that during the last three days, when he 
had a priest by his side, he may have made a good confession and 
that, in time, his soul may be saved. 

On Wednesday, November 11, there will be a Veterans Day Me-
morial Mass at the Council. Please make note of this. There will 
another reminder in the November Chatter. This year, I will not 
send personal invitations to over 100 widows as I had done so in 
the past, as only a handful of widows have attended.  I am sure 
that they would have done so even if they were not personally 
invited. What I do as those members who read this, please con-
tact those you know would be interested to attend. Thank you.  

God Bless.  

 

���	�	���
���������������� �
For the past 
several years, 
your Knights of 
Columbus insur-
ance program 
has been certi-
fied by IMSA – 

the Insurance Marketplace Standards 
Association.  What does this mean to 
you? 

Simply – it means that your trust in the 
Order is well-placed.  IMSA promotes 
high ethical standards in the market-
ing, sale and service of individually 
owned life insurance, long-term care 
insurance and annuity products.  The 
IMSA logo, which we use in our adver-
tising and promotional materials, dem-

onstrates our commitment to ethical 
market conduct. 

To qualify for IMSA, we vow to: 

· conduct business according to 
high standards of honesty and fair-
ness 

· provide competent and consumer-
focused sales and service 

· engage in active and fair competi-
tion 

· provide advertising and sales ma-
terials that are clear as to purpose, 
and honest and fair as to content 

· provide for fair and prompt han-
dling of customer complaints and 
disputes 

· maintain a system of supervision 

and review designed to achieve 
compliance with IMSA’s Principles 
of Ethical Market Conduct. 

Our IMSA membership is further evi-
dence of our dedication to high mar-
ketplace standards.  When you choose 
to do business with the Knights of Co-
lumbus, you are selecting a company 
that holds itself to the highest of stan-
dards. 

Call me – let’s talk. 

Fraternally, 
 

M IC HAEL  PATTEN  
Fraternal Benefits Advisor 

240-305-6996 
michael.pat ten@kofc.org  

There are a variety of ways in which you can become in-
volved in the Council. You will gain satisfaction, enjoy the 
company of other Knights, make new friends, and help the 
Council serve more people in more ways.  None of the 
following activities requires long-term activity or undue 
amounts of time.  Consider helping as a: 

Volunteers for Car Raffle 

Christmas Card Coordinator 
Organizer for the Octoberfest 
Organizer for Thanksgiving 
Tootsie Roll Volunteer 

 and many other opportunities 

For more information or to volunteer, contact John Vivian 
at 301-461-3597 or jvivian@vicorinc.com 

����
���	
��
��
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

��)0�/.�
��*��'�

�5���!��������;�������
���
���	�
���	

@��2	��	�	�
�����	��������	��
��������
����6

	:
�&���%������,���
�����	�����#���!�������
�
�������	
�
�����
���������	���
��
�������	������������	��
�	�
���	����������������	���
��	�����������	���	������
��
�
������	
�
�������������	
��
����
�����	���	�@��.�	�	��
����
��
����������

2	����������	�
�����
	�������	���������
������	�����������	����	��	�������	�
�	#	��	����������	��������		������������
�
�		������������	�
���	�
�	���
�������

�
����
�	�����
���	��@�

2	������������	��	�
�
�������������
�
���	�	��
������������
�����������
�	
	����
����
���.��
�
���
	
�
�����	�
�
�������	�
���	�	��
I��	�����$��
�	������J
�

	���������
����	

�	�����
���������
���	���	�
����������
5�	���+���
�
�����	��	�
��������	�������	�����@��5���
�	:��
	�	������������
�������	����	�	�
�
��
���$���	�
���������

2	��	�	�	��	�����	�������	�
 ����	

�����"�!������������	�
�I���

�

����
��������J������	�	��	����	�������
�����
���
�������	0���	��� 
�	������

	

�	��"�
����������	��	�
@������������
�������	�
!������������������
��	��
�����	�	�+��	�
���������	�������	��������	�����	
�
I���������������	��������J
����
���	����	�
������
��������I�������������
J
�#����,��	��
�����	�����#���!�������������������������
��	����
�%	���K������������	����	�
�!	�	��
#�	�����������	������������������������
���	

�!	�	��&������	������'�����
��+���������������������	�����
���������
�	�	�����!�����'��������������������	�
?>L?>�����������#�
����
���	���������	��
!����������
������������������������

��	���!������������������
+�	
��	��	�+��	����������	�
�	��	��������������	��
�����
��	��������

9	:�������$
�!�����		��;�����
�
��	
	�������
��������'		���	�
����������	�M���.�	�	������	�
��
�	��	��������
��		��������2	�
��	������������+�������2	
��
	������9��	��	��������+���
��
��
�;���������	�	��	���

�

���
�����
 !�"#� 	
 $�
�%"

!#�#& "'(





)" '�"
��"$�" �
������������	�
��	�	��	���6��	���B�
6��4��	���������
�#����#���	�

�.���
#	��	�
�����#	����
�2������� 2���"�#	���
�

1�����#�
�
�	��
�%	���
#������
�
%�����
+������
�
����		��
+�����

�
�����	��	�
#	��	��
�����
�
�����
�	��
	�
�
#�������
�����
�
;K,�%�	�
&��4��
�6��
&����
�

%��	�&����
�����	�K���	��
�'�
���
K������K�����
�1��
�K������
�,�������	�
K������
������������#����K�����
����������
+����	�!���	�
�'���	��!����
�;K,
�&�����
!���	�
�;'��K	�	�!����
�����	�!����
�
'����	�
�%����
	�
�&��������,�	���
�
.���1������
�%����������
�I����!���	�$
�
�����������	�J
�%��	
�����	��

�%����
5$,		�	
�*�����5��	��
�'�������		��
;�����	
������;����	�
�&���������;�����
�
K	���	�����%����*		�
�#����	��
'�������
�;���'�	��	�
��	�����'���
���

�%��������6
�	��	�'����4
�'�	�����	�
'���
�*���.���
�%�
	����2���	��K������
����*	�����2���	�
�#�������2��	�

�*��
%���	�2��	�

�������
���#	����	�2���
�
1���
	�/����
�9��������,��	��N��������
&��������&�����N	�����

;����������	�
�������%����#���	����5���
������	��	
������
�������� �

 

CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 

Deacon Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 

GRAND KNIGHT 
John Vivian—301-461-3597 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

WARDEN 
Paul E. Horan, Jr.—301-332-7714 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-762-2418 

 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno—301-469-6099 

 

TREASURER PRO TEM 
Wesley Chin—301-530-5781 

 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK—301-469-8453 

 

INSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Jack Vivian—703-649-2271 

 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year —Neil Dorian 301-977-3840 

2-Year - Bruce Cathie—301-571-7220 
3-Year—Art Rawson—301-530-0754 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Robert Mercer—336-671-1646 

 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK—301-469 - 6099 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Ernie Baur—301-718-3304 

 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
Christopher Horan—301-440-4199 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

LECTURER 
Lawrence P. Grayson—301-933-8731 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK—301-977-3840 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Burt Murray—301-946-3573 

 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew Flynn—301-942-8491 

 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES 
LOUNGE—301-530-1628 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY —301-530-2427 
KAY-CEE CLUB —301-530-0258 

RENTAL COORDINATOR —301-530-0258 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Maggie DeBettencourt, seated near left with triple strand of leis, re-
turned after a prolonged illness to be greeted by h er many friends 
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ROCK  CREEK  COUNCIL  CALENDAR  H IGHLIGHTS  
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 1 
 

 
 

2 
�

3 
�

4 

�
5 6  

Executive 
Committee 

7:30 PM  

7      
 

 

8 
Rosary 7:30 PM 

Social Mtg 
8:00 PM 

9 10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14  
Seniors  

Mtng/Halloween 
  Party 12-3 PM 
 

15 
 

16 
 

Family Pot-Luck 
Cookout & 

Movie Night  

17  
 

Police/Fire/
Rescue 
Cookout 

 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 

K-C Club 
7:00 PM 

22 
Rosary 7:30 PM 

Business Mtg/1st 
Degree 8:00 PM 

 

23 

 
24 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 

    
 

30 31 
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Non Profit 
Organization 
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Postage Paid 

Bethesda, MD 
Permit No. 7023 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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MD State 
Council 

Columbus 
Day Ball 

Columbus Day 

Our Lady of the 
Rosary 

Guardian Angels 

Respect Life 
Sunday 

O’Boyle Color 
Corps Meeting 

7 PM Cantrel Hall 

O’Boyle Assembly 
Meeting 8 PM 

Rosensteel Council 


