
Worthy Brothers, 

This time of year seems to incorporate a 
spectrum of thoughts and feelings as we 
enter the holiday season.  November 
brought the remembrance of those who 
have served and the thankfulness to our 
Creator for the blessings he has given 
us.  We have honored those who have 
served both in the military and our 
brother Knights who have fallen.   

Our Memorial Mass was particularly 
poignant beginning with the Rosary for 
the unborn and deceased members of the Council.  The Mass of-
ficiated by Msgr. Gatto for the deceased members was attended 
by 40 of our members including widows and couples.  It was a 
fine tribute to those who have passed and each name was read 
and acknowledged by the ringing of a bell to mark their passing.  
The gifts were presented by our worthy State Deputy Richard 
Seijack and his Lady Pat.   

After the Mass, the State Deputy presented the Double Star 
Award to our Council for the Council’s efforts to recruit more 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dear Knights,     

In November the Church cele-
brates the Feast of Christ the 
King which has nothing to do 
with earthly kingdoms, or worldly 
power: rather, it gives us con-
trasting visions of kingship. The 
Book of Daniel describes a strik-
ing figure -- one like a Son of 
man -- who is given power and a 
kingship that extends over all the 
earth.  John in his gospel, on the 

other hand, tells of Jesus on his 
throne -- the Cross.  Jesus was truly a king, but offered 
himself for his people.  His Kingdom is not of this world, he 
tells Pilate, and facing the howling mob, Jesus is still a re-
gal figure, still in command. He said of himself, "for this I 
was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the 
truth." 

For the Isarelites, God was to be their one true King and 
his covenant with his people was one of love and patron-
age.  The man on the throne of Israel was to be the prime 

(Continued on page 2) 

Chaplain  Gatto 
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The Council received the Double Star Award for exceeding twice its membership goal 
last year, and the District was recognized for each council meeting its quota.  L to R 

are: State Deputy Richard Siejack, GK John Vivian, DD Roberto Ibanez, and DW 
Richard Earenfight.  See Membership Corner, page 7. 

Grand Knight Vivian 

In This Issue 
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instrument of God's will and power.  He was 
to keep a copy of the law relating to the 
king, and was to read them every day of his 
life that he may learn to fear the Lord, his 
God and to heed and fulfill all the words of 
this law and these statutes.  The kings of 
Israel were not to fight battles or negotiate 
treaties, they were  to live in obedience to 
God's law, so as to give an example to their 
subjects.  In this tradition, Jesus was truly a 
King. 

John's Gospel continues to give us insight 
into the kingship of Christ.  As Jesus stands 
before Pilate, he wears the symbols of king-
ship, the ''crown” of thorns, and a purple 
cloak.  John passes lightly over the grue-
some details of the passion and death of 
Christ.  He sees Jesus as the King on the 
throne he has chosen - the Cross.  The 
words placed above Jesus are emphasized 
by John “Jesus of Nazareth the King of the 
Jews.”  There is no escaping the fact that 
Jesus is truly King, reigning from the Cross.  
This is the great sign of Christ's messianic 
role; Jesus, the Light that came into the 
world to scatter the darknesss, still is radi-
ant, offering salvation to all who will come to 
him. 

God bless you! 
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(Continued from page 1 
My Brothers Knights All, 

In November, we remembered our de-
ceased and honored our Veterans.  
And throughout our Order services 
were held for that purpose, especially 
for those we lost over the past year.  
The Maryland State Council Memo-
rial Mass was held on November 15th, 
at St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore. 
The McNamara Chapter of Grand 
Knights had its own Memorial Mass 
just a few days later, on November 18 
at Prince George’s Council #2809 in 
College Park. I was surprised to find 
out that only one of our councils had 
members die last year.  Do we have 
special privileges so that only mem-
bers of the other Districts die?  I can’t 
forget that one day my name 
(hopefully) will also be read at one 
such Mass, and we know we need all 
the prayers we can get... It would be 
terrible if I lost two Masses said in my 
name, only because my council forgot 
to send it up!  How would YOU feel 
about it if it happened to YOU?  We 
are a fraternal organization... let’s act 
like it!  ��������	
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Our councils have been busy with the 
car raffle, the Tootsie Roll program, 
and a multitude of individual council 
programs.  With confidence I can tell 
you that the State Council is pleased 
by what we do and how we do it.  For 
example, at the time of this writing, 
preliminary returns from the Tootsie 
Roll campaign indicate it too will be 
very successful. I’d like to thank all 
who gave up some of their time to 
help God’s special children. You 
know your efforts are well known in 
heaven, and your rewards will be sure 
to come. Isn’t it amazing how people 
actually WANT to donate for this 
cause? And how they know the 
Knights and THEY THANK US for 
the work we do? 

Last year our District did quite well as 
far as membership it is concerned; we 
got the Star District Award.  We 
aren’t doing badly this year; each of 

you can achieve Star Council this Co-
lumbian Year. I urge you to continue 
your efforts and enjoy the benefits 
brought by increased membership: 
new ideas, new blood, and new en-
ergy in your meetings and functions.  
In December, we will have a 1st De-
gree on December 10th at Rock Creek, 
and on the 17th at Mater Dei Council.  
Bring your candidates!  In January, 
Rock Creek Council will host a SEC-
OND Degree on the 14th and a THIRD 
Degree the following day.  Do take 
advantage of this unique opportunity 
and bring all your 1st Degree mem-
bers!  Last year you received many 
into the Order, have them grow and 
achieve full Knighthood next January! 

I hope you had some happy moments 
with your families for Thanksgiving. 
It’s good to pause and thank our Good 
God for the blessings He showers 
upon us.  Of course, all that means 
Christmas is upon us and 2010 is not 
far behind.  So, while the feeding 
frenzy of “the holidays” is upon us, I 
ask you to pause and think: we are ac-
tually celebrating a birthday, let us not 
forget the Birthday Boy! HE IS THE 
REASON for that celebration.  Dur-
ing the Advent Season, which we be-
gan on November 29, meditate on the 
wondrous gift our God has given us 
with the birth of His only Son.  I urge 
and challenge you to seriously con-
sider buying and sending only reli-
gious-themed Christmas cards this 
year. Share your Christmas spirit, 
smile.  Show to the world that we are 
Catholic Christians, and we are a 
happy people! 

In the name of my Worthy District 
Warden, Richard Earenfight and his 
wife Ronda, my wife MaryJo and I 
wish for all of you and your families, 
the most holy Christmas, and wish 
that Our Lord and His Blessed Mother 
will smile upon you and keep you 
well throughout 2010.�
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District Deputy No. 18 
"We are Called to Serve" 
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 A letter I 
recently 
received 
from 
U.S. 
Senator 
Barbara 
Mikulski, 
stated 
that  “the 

Life at 
Conception Act would give fetuses rights 
by explicitly giving them the protection of 
the 14th Amendment.  In doing so, it would 
undermine established constitutional pro-
tections”.  As you know, Senator Mikulski 
is a strong supporter of an individual’s 
right so that each woman can decide for 
herself, whether and when to have a child.  
This comes as no surprise.  However, to 
one acceptable concept, she reported in the 
letter that she also supports the rights of 
medical students and doctors not to per-
form abortions if they so wish.  I hope this 
means that those students and doctors, who 
choose not to perform abortions, may still 
retain their students and doctors status in 
good standing. 

Currently, there is a bill before the Balti-
more City legislation to ensure that women 
visiting a Baltimore Crisis Pregnancy Cen-
ters (CPCs) are informed that they will not 
receive comprehensive birth control or 
abortion services or referrals, which they 
say, is valuable information for a woman 
seeking to prevent unintended pregnancy.  
This Limited Service Pregnancy Centers-
Disclaimers Bill is to force CPCs to dis-
close what is so true; namely that they do 
not provide abortions or do they refer 
women for any comprehensive birth con-

trol services or abortions.  They want it so 
that women will know up front whether the 
facility suits their needs and understand the 
limitations of its services.  One would ask, 
“Why would any CPCs suggest to any 
woman that maybe their best course of 
action would be to have an abortion or to 
use birth control pills, which in fact, still 
leads to an abortion.  This bill will not 
force CPCs to offer or say anything that 
they do not wish to do, but must have signs 
that tells women up front that they are not 
going to receive comprehensive informa-
tion.  On the surface is seems to be a 
“Much to do about nothing.”  CPCs say 
that this legislation could undermine their 
services, making their pro-life efforts less 
effective.  In response to this, one of the 
CPCs, Birthright, has been working with 
the Maryland Catholic Conference and 
Maryland Right to Life to investigate how 
they can best organize a defense.  While 
the bill only affects Baltimore City preg-
nancy centers at this time, there is reason 
to believe that it could be viewed as a 
“model legislation and spread to all coun-
ties in Maryland and then to other states.”  
CPCs are anti-choice organizations that 
advertise free services to women in the 
form of pregnancy testing, counseling and 
short-term material assistance for women 
with unplanned pregnancy.  In most cases, 
these women are supported with formula, 
diapers and clothing.  On the surface, this 
bill seems non-invasive, but ask yourself, 
“Why go through so much trouble if it 
were not to promote the pro-choice move-
ment and do harm to the pro-life move-
ment?” 

Marjorie Dannenfelser of “Susan B. An-
thony List” informs us that Nancy Pelosi 

may attempt to muzzle pro-life leaders in 
Congress.  The Pitts-Stupak Amendment, 
which bans federal funding of elective 
abortions and plans that pay for elective 
abortions, has become the focal point of a 
much-heated debate in Congress.  Ms. Pe-
losi, with the help of Henry Waxman, the 
Chair of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, attempted to alter the amendment, 
with no success.  Until Congress accepts 
an amendment strictly forbidding all public 
funds from paying for abortions, no bill 
should be passed.  No matter whether 
abortions are legal or not, nobody should 
in good conscience be forced to pay for a 
medical procedure, directly or indirectly, 
that he or she considers to be murder.  The 
final bill that was passed specify “No Fed-
eral Fund for Abortions” period.  There is 
no way of knowing if there are any loop-
holes.  The “Change” that President 
Obama promised during his campaign 
must be no surprise to some of us, but I 
wonder how many of those that voted for 
him may now be saying “Enough is 
enough”? 

According to Father Frank Pavone, na-
tional director of Priests for Life, “Priests 
need to know that each time they speak up 
for the unborn, lives will be saved.”     

For those of you who were not able to 
make the Veterans Day Memorial Mass, 
on Saturday, November 14th, please read 
the Church Activities Report.  Before 
Mass, PGK Neil Dorian led the rosary in-
side the building. since the weather did not 
lend itself for us to gather around the Me-
morial to the Unborn.  

God Bless! 

 PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Pro-Life Chaircouple 

 

Dues for 2010 
My brothers: 

In the next few days, dues notices for 2010 will be mailed 
out.  Please note the Council has increased the dues to $50 
per year.  Our Honorary Life Members have their dues 
waived by Supreme rules.  If you are in that category and 
wish to make a voluntary donation, it would be greatly appre-
ciated. 
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��������	
��������	
��������	
� ���
Financial Secretary 

Right to Life Pilgrims 
As has become a tradition, Rock Creek Council will be providing 
accommodations for students and their chaperones who come to 
the national Right to Life March.  This year, we have been asked 
to house 30 pilgrims from Tennessee, and another group of per-
haps 15 from College Station, Texas.  Matt Gill, who organized 
the students from Texas, recently moved to Tennessee and will be 
leading that group.  The Texas contingent will be led by some of 
the folks Matt trained.  Most of the students will be arriving on 
Thursday, January 21, and will leave Sunday morning, January 
24.  If you can help with some of the council arrangements while 
they are here, contact Neil Dorian at 301-237-0552. 
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ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
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Hours:  Monday Thru Thursday 4-8 
Friday 4-11, Saturday 2-8 

Sunday Noon-7 (for Redskins Games) 
 

Come and enjoy Hard Times Cincinnati Chili dogs to 
go with your liquid refreshments.. 
 

Don’t forget the $5 Sunday Redskin Tailgate Parties.  
We will supply the burgers, dogs, and grill, but 
please bring a side to share. 
 
Bring a gift card for th injured service men and 
women at the Naval Medical Hospital.  We will de-
liver them a few days before Christmas. 
 
Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 
 

Lounge phone 301-530-1628 
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than twice its quota during the 2008-2009 Columbian Year.  He 
also presented the District Star award to our worthy District 
Deputy Roberto Ibanez for the District’s achievements during 
the same period.  Refreshments were served following the pres-
entations.  Many thanks to worthy Peter Ferrigno and his Lady 
Mary Ann for coordinating the event and to the many who setup 
the hall and assisted in the event. 

During our last business meeting, worthy Joe Murphy discussed 
our Council’s efforts to notify members of the deaths of fellow 
Knights and to support the families of deceased members with 
attendance at wakes.  Whereas the Council previously made use 
of a phone tree for notification, this has become too difficult 
with the size of the organization and so the Council is making 
more use of emails.  Please ensure your email address is on file 
with the Council by notifying Joe of your email address if you 
are not receiving notification.  He noted that the turnout at wakes 
has been spotty.  As your Grand Knight, I must mention that it is 
the fraternal responsibility of all Knights to try to attend the 
wakes if possible, even if you did not know the person.  We have 
received many thanks from widows and families for the support 
of the Knights as being a comfort in time of grief. 

We look to the December holidays with joy and anticipation.  
Our Council will be putting on a Family Christmas party on De-
cember 20.  You should contact Julie Carter, Mike Horan for 
particulars.  We will hold our annual New Year’s eve party on 
December 31.  This event will be a bit different from times past 
and will feature a DJ, refreshments and big screen projection for 
the dropping of the ball in Times Square.  Under the name of 
Rock & Roll New Year’s eve it should be an event to remember.  
Contact Mike Horan for details. 

We wish you all a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Vivat Jesus!�
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(Continued from page 1) 
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Friday, December 18 
8 PM—Midnight 

  

Live music by Lou and Bobby 
 

Free Admission! 
Donations for the band appreciated 

 

Light Fair & Drink Specials 
 

Come one and all!  Bring your friends.  
Enjoy an evening of entertainment. 

��
		�����
����� �
�
The Chatter deadline for the January issue 
has been set at December 15.  This is to ac-
commodate the vacation schedule at the 
printer, and to assure that we can deliver the 
Chatter to our members in a timely manner.  If 
you wish to submit something, be on time! 
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CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 
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The Maryland State Council scholar-
ships program for 2009-20010 is un-
derway.  Information has been mailed 
to pastors, principals of Catholic grade 
schools and high schools, Grand 
Knights, and District Deputies.  Infor-
mation about Supreme Council spon-
sored will also be provided to District 
Deputies and Grand Knights.  High 
school scholarships are typically 

$1,000 per year and the college scholarships are $1,500 per 
year; both are renewable for up to four years. 

The Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus spon-
sors several high school and college scholarships for its mem-
bers and for Catholic students in general.  These include: 

The Frederick M. Gossman Memorial High School Scholar-
ship designed to assist sons and daughters of members or de-
ceased members of the Knights of Columbus holding member-
ship in councils within the jurisdiction of Maryland toward 
paying tuition at accredited Catholic High Schools. There are 
three grants, one of which is supported by the Maryland 
Knights of Columbus Insurance Advisors. 

The William J. O'Brien Jr., Memorial Catholic High School 
Scholarship is open to all Catholic students who are residents 
of the State of Maryland.  Children and grandchildren of a 
member of a Knights of Columbus council within the jurisdic-
tion of Maryland are also eligible. 

The Father Amos Gaudette Memorial College Scholarship 
is available to members of the Knights of Columbus, their 
wives and children and the wives and children of deceased 
members, in councils within the jurisdiction of Maryland who 
are entering their first year at any accredited four-year college 

or university.  Two grants are awarded annually. 

The Monsignor William F. Sauer College Scholarship is 
open to all Catholic students who are residents of the State of 
Maryland and are in their senior year of high school for any 
accredited four-year college or university.  Two grants are 
awarded annually. 

Applications must be received in their entirety no later than 
March 1, 2010.  Further information can be found at 
www.kofcmd.org/state/committees/scholarships.htm. 

In addition, the Supreme Council awards more than 100 schol-
arships and fellowships for college each year, for study at both 
the baccalaureate and graduate levels.  Eligibility requirements 
vary, and include members, wives, widows, and sons and 
daughters of members or deceased members, as well as sons or 
daughters of Veterans of the Military, who died in action in 
World War II and the Korean, Viet Nam, and Gulf Wars, and 
sons or daughters of policemen and firemen who died in the 
line of duty while members of the Knights of Columbus. 

For information and/or application on the awards administered 
by Supreme, call or write to: 
Director of Scholarships Aid 
Knights of Columbus 
P.O. Box 1670 
New Haven, CT 06507-0901 
or call 1-203-772-2130. 

The Knights of Columbus also sponsors a number of scholar-
ships at The Catholic University of America.  For information 
about these awards, write to: 
Director of Financial Aid 
The Catholic University of America 
Washington, DC 20064 

��������	
�������
�
�� �
Sunday, December 20 

Cantrel Hall 
3:00-5:00 PM 

 
Mark your calendars now for our annual Family Christmas Party. 

There will be children's holiday crafts, Christmas Caroling, cookies and treats and a visit from You-
Know-Who!  (You Better Watch Out, You Better Not Cry....!)   It's a great way to get in the spirit for 

kids of all ages!  

Please RSVP to Julie Carter at Carterbuck@aol.com or 240-426-1220 with number of children at-
tending. 

Have a Holly Jolly Christmas!!!!!!!!!          It's the Best Time of the Year!!!!!!! 
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Youth Activities 
  
It is almost time for the Basketball Free Throw Com-
petition.  We will be holding the Council competition at 
Christopher Hall at St. Jane de Chantal.  The date is 
Friday, January 15, at a time to be determined.   

Winners in each age group have an opportunity to go 
on to compete in a Statewide competition. 

Come on out and display your free thrown skills.  
Have fun, and perhaps even go home with a trophy or 
two, 

For details contact me at 301-530-4868. 

Art Harris 
Youth Activities Director 
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Fraternalism Requested 
On Thursday, October 29, Mannie Aragon had a subacute 
stroke.  It was not debilitating but will require a lengthy 
rehabilitation.  Mannie currently is at Manor Care Potomac, 
where his wife, Amelia, has been recuperating.  His tele-
phone number is 301-765-8496.   They would enjoy hear-
ing from their friends and brother Knights, either by card, 
phone or visit.  The nursing home is located at 10714 Poto-
mac Tennis Lane, Room 171, Potomac, MD 20854.  More 
importantly, please remember them in your prayers.  This 
would mean a lot to them.  
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Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle 
Assembly, No. 386 

FOURTH  DEGREE 
 

On November 23, the Assembly held its Memorial 
Mass at Old St. John’s Church for its deceased 
brother Knights.  Our Associate Faithful Friar Fr. 
Kyle Ingles was the celebrant, and was assisted 
by seminarians from Mount St. Mary Seminary.  
After the offertory gifts were presented, Immediate 
Past Faithful Navigator John Fox recited the 
names of our six deceased brothers for the past fraternal year.  
Three were from Rock Creek Council – S/K James D. Finn, S/K 
Dominic P. Pulvirenti, and S/K Msgr. William F. O’Donnell.  

Their names were inscribed on a chalice, 
which was presented as The Father Robert 
V. Zylla Memorial Chalice to Fr. Kyle 
Ingels who blessed it and gave it to Deacon 
Blake Evans for his use after he is or-
dained.  At a reception following the Mass, 
three seminarians were presented with 
checks (one from St. John the Baptist 
Council) for $500 under the seminarian 
support program. 

 

Forthcoming Meetings of the Chapter: 

December 20 -- Pius X Council # 4076, 
Forestville, Christmas Party 

January 20 -- St Mary’s of Landover 
Hills, Landover Hills, So you are going 
to be the Grand Knight (Tom Firestone)  

February 17 -- St John F. Regis Council # 7914, Holly-
wood, Ash Wednesday (Jim Cooney)  

March 17 -- Queen of the America’s, Tacoma Park, St. 
Joseph (Joe Feaks) 

April 21 -- Patuxent Council # 2203, Laurel, Vocations 
(Richard Earenfight)  

May 19 -- Fr. Rosensteel Council # 2169, Silver Spring, 
Installations (Jim Rank) 

June 16 -- St Mary of the Assumption # 9302, Upper 
Marlboro, Budgets and Exchange of Jewels 

All GKs, DGK PGKs and other officers are invited.  
Learn what is happening at other Councils, and around 
the State. 

�
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������������

 

A Supreme Benefit: 
K of C Insurance has Highest Ratings, Financial Stability, Competitive Rates 

When the Knights of Columbus began, in order to help 
each other, our members “passed the hat” to assist families 
of deceased members.  Soon, however, this became im-
possible, as the number of our members grew.  Out of this 
simple process, the KofC has evolved into a modern, dy-
namic insurance organization that offers a wide variety of 
products to suit virtually everyone’s needs: 

�   Permanent Plans  – Policy lasts as long as you live, pre-
mium stays the same 
�   Term Plans  – Policy ends at end of specified term: re-
newable or convertible 
�   Annuities  – Provides an income that is guaranteed for 
life 
�   Long Term Care  – Provides funds for long-term, out-of-
hospital care 

Two top financial research and analysis companies re-
cently reaffirmed their highest ratings for the Knights of Co-
lumbus insurance program.  Both A.M. Best and Standard 
& Poor’s concluded that the Order’s financial strength and 
stability remains strong despite a weak economy.  This 
marks the 34th consecutive year in which the Knights of 
Columbus has earned A.M. Best’s A++ (Superior) rating, 
and the 17th successive year the Order has earned the 
AAA (Extremely Strong) rating from S&P. 

The Knights of Columbus is also certified by the Insurance 

Marketplace Standards Association (IMSA) for ethical and 
honest business practices.  It is one of only four U.S. insur-
ers with both IMSA certification and top ratings from S&P 
and A.M. Best, and the only insurance company in Canada 
to do so. 

Over the past decade, the amount of Knights of Columbus 
insurance in force has more than doubled, to $72 billion.  
The popularity of the Knights of Columbus Insurance re-
mains strong despite the stagnant overall economy.  Mem-
bers value the security and protection that K of C Insurance 
products provide their families.  Because of the financial 
stability the Knights of Columbus has maintained through-
out its 127-year existence, it can confidently offer competi-
tive rates on its products as well.  K of C Flexible Premium 
annuities are currently guaranteeing a minimum of 3.00% 
interest in both the United States and Canada. 

Further, if you or your spouse have a medical condition that 
would normally prevent you from qualifying for life insur-
ance, you can now obtain a basic amount of coverage from 
the Knights of Columbus.  This insurance is provided with-
out medical questions, without underwriting, and at excel-
lent rates. 
You can learn more about these funds, which can provide 
an income for life from the Council’s Fraternal Benefits Ad-
visor [Michael Patten, see page 12].�  
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Family Thanksgiving Party 
On November 23, well over 100 members, wives and children attended the annual Thanksgiving Party.  

Remembering Our Brother Knights 
On November 14, the Council held its annual Memorial Mass for deceased members.  While all departed brothers 

were honored, the 26 who past away in the last two years were mentioned by name.   

PGK Neil Dorian led the Rosary 
for the Unborn before the Mass 

The Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly Color Corps participated in 
the ceremonies 

Our Chaplain Msgr. Gatto celebrated 
the Mass and gave the homily 

A single red rose was placed on the 
altar in memory of the deceased 

PGK Joe Murphy used deceased 
brother John Bruce’s bell to toll the 

names 

The gifts were presented by State Deputy Richard  
Siejack and Lady Pat and Grand Knight John Vivian and 

Lady Kathleen 

There was food aplenty on the “groaning board” 
set up by Wes Chin 

Burt Murray had a winning ticket as 
Mike Horan conducts the “turkey and 

…” raffle 

Vince Bunag was anxious to try the desserts , as 
Wes Chin restocks the pies of many flavors 
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Christmas is upon us and this provides us the opportu-
nity to give back to people who give so much for us. 
I’m talking about gift cards for our military personnel. 

During the month of December we will be collecting 
gift cards of any denomination to deliver to our veter-
ans who are at the Naval Hospital in Bethesda.  The 
next time you are in a department store, restaurant or 
grocery store buy a gift card and drop it off at the 
Knights Lounge. We will deliver them to the veterans a 
few days before Christmas. I went to the Giant and 
they had a whole display of various gift cards from 
multiple vendors that you can choose from.  Safeway 
and other stores have similar displays. 

Thanks for you consideration and have a very Merry 
Christmas and a wonderful holiday season. 

Ernie Baur 
Community Activities, Director 
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Over the past 24 months, we have lost 26 members who 
have gone to their eternal reward.  Where time has allowed 
we have notified all on our e-mail list of these deaths and 
placed a notice in the Washington Post.  We have arranged 
to have each of these brothers remembered in a daily mass at 
the Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City, a daily Mass at a 
Franciscan mission in Ghana, a weekly Mass at the tomb of 
St. Anthony in Padua, and a weekly Mass at the tomb of St. 
Francis in Assisi.   Further, they are also remembered in a 
Mass at St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, the birthplace of 
our Order.  It is necessary that we do this, because we were 
founded to give support to the widow and children of a de-
parted brother. 

In addition, we have an obligation to attend the funerals or 
wake services when we are able – to give a personal support 
to the family.  This extends not only to Knights who were 
our friends – but also to those we didn’t know.  Several 
times in the past two years I’ve been told how important our 
presence was and how much it was appreciated.  It’s only an 
hour or so out of our busy lives, but it means so much to the 
bereaved. 

Recently, we lost Bill Bartels.  Bill was a very active mem-
ber, until he became ill several years ago.   Our attendance at 
the wake was poor (less than 1% of our members.)  While 
we fully understand that not everyone can get out in the eve-
ning due to problems with driving, health, and other com-
mitments, I suggest each of us re-examine our priorities in 
this regard.   It makes little sense to spend well over $100 to 
place a death notice in the Washington Post if nobody 
comes. 

��������	
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��������	
��������	
� ���
Financial Secretary 
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Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

The Day the World Changed 
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If you’re like 
me, you derive 
great joy from 
your children.  
It’s a great feel-
ing when a 
teacher, coach 

or fellow parent compliments you on 
your child. 

We all know that raising children 
these days is no easy task, especially 
when the values we’re trying to instill 
in them – concern for others, accept-
ing responsibility for their actions, 
saving money rather than spending it 
– seem to run counter to what society 
is trying to teach them.  Yet these are 
exactly the values that tend to draw 
compliments from teachers, coaches 
and fellow parents. 

We also know that the best way to 
teach is by example.  If you carry 

enough life insurance to protect your 
family, and if you share - with those of 
your children old enough to under-
stand - why that’s important, you’re 
exhibiting and imparting many of the 
values you hope your children will 
absorb. 

You’ll show them by example that you 
love them and are concerned about 
their welfare.  You’ll show them that 
you take your responsibility to provide 
for your family seriously, and that you 
want to make sure they’re provided 
for even if you’re not around.  And 
you’ll show them that investing 
money in your life insurance protec-
tion is more important than the new 
set of golf clubs you might want, the 
newest and best home theater sys-
tem you’ve had your eye on, or what-
ever else you might be sacrificing to 
pay the premiums. 

Sure, they’ll probably roll their eyes at 
you as you’re explaining this, and 
they’ll certainly moan and groan if 
they can’t get the newest CD, video 
game or piece of clothing.  But they 
learn from what you do – just like they 
learn from what you don’t do.  What 
lessons do you want to teach them? 

I am willing to meet with you to review 
your existing coverage.  Based upon 
that review, and on the comprehen-
sive needs analysis that I’ll perform, 
free of charge, we’ll be able to put a 
plan in place that will meet your 
needs, goals and budget. 

Call me – let’s talk. 

Fraternally, 
 

M IC HAEL  PATTEN  
Fraternal Benefits Advisor 

240-305-6996 
michael.pat ten@kofc.org  
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Beginning January 1, 2010, the primary means of delivery 
of The Knight Chatter will be electronically through the 
Internet. 

You will benefit by receiving the Chatter a week to ten 
days earlier, as it will be sent to you the same time it is 
sent to the printer, and you will receive it in color.  To see 
what it will look like, check the Council website 
(www.kofc2797.org), where several years of the newslet-
ter are archived. 

In addition, this will reduce the cost to the Council for print-
ing and mailing, monies that can be used to provide other 
benefits. 

Please send you email address to John Vivian at 
jvivian@vicorinc.com. 

Members who wish to continue receiving it in hard copy 
can do so by contacting Larry Grayson at LPGray-
son@verizon.net or by calling 301-933-8731. 

This is your newsletter.  We hope you enjoy it. 
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SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 
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CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Msgr. Vincent S. Gatto - 301-762-2143 

Deacon Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 
Deacon John Shewmaker  -  301-986-8658 

 

GRAND KNIGHT 
John Vivian—301-461-3597 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

WARDEN 
Paul E. Horan, Jr.—301-332-7714 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-762-2418 

 

RECORDER 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK—301-469-6099 

 

TREASURER PRO TEM 
Wesley Chin, PGK—301-530-5781 

 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK—301-469-8453 

 

INSIDE GUARD 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Jack Vivian—703-649-2271 

 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year—Neil Dorian, PGK— 301-977-3840 

2-Year—Bruce Cathie—301-571-7220 
3-Year—Art Rawson—301-530-0754 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Robert Mercer—336-671-1646 

 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK—301-469 - 6099 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Ernie Baur—301-718-3304 

 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 
Christopher Horan—301-440-4199 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Arthur Harris—301-530-4868 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Michael Horan—240-793-1169 

 

LECTURER 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK—301-977-3840 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Burt Murray—301-946-3573 

 

PRESIDENT, LADIES AUXILIARY 
Jennie P. Morris - 301 - 530 - 0210 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew Flynn—301-942-8491 

 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES 
LOUNGE—301-530-1628 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY —301-530-2427 
KAY-CEE CLUB —301-530-0258 

RENTAL COORDINATOR —301-530-0258 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Become an active member of the Coun-
cil.  I guarantee you and your family will 
have more fun.  You will meet some 
great men with similar values. And be 
providing a service to our organization.  
Rock Creek Council can only be as ac-
tive and effective as the members who 
volunteer. 

None of the following activities requires 
long-term activity or undue amounts of 
time.  Consider helping as a: 

Volunteer to assist at parties 
Help with community events 
Organize an event for our chil-
dren and youth 
Help with a Marian Hour of 

Prayer 
Join us at the Right to Life March 
ion January 
Come to the Maryland Right to 
Life March in March 
Line up a speaker 
And the are many other ways 
you can assist and become ac-
tive. 

 
As a start, come to a meeting of the 
Council or of the Kay Cee Club.  They 
are open to all members. 

For more information or to volunteer, 
contact John Vivian at 301-461-3597 or 
jvivian@vicorinc.com 

����
���	
��
��
���




Page 14 The Knight Chatter  December 2009 

Visit the Council Website at www.kofc2797.org 

ROCK  CREEK  COUNCIL  CALENDAR  H IGHLIGHTS  
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 1 
 

2 3 
 

4 
�

5 
�

6 

�
7 8 

 
Executive 
Committee 

7:30 PM  

9     
Seniors’ 

Christmas 
Party Noon   

 

10 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
1st Degree 8:00 

PM 

11 12 

 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

K-C Club 
7:00 PM 

 

17 
 

18 19 
 

20 
Family 

Christmas 
Party 

21 
 

 
 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 24 
 
 

25 

 
26 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 31 
 

New Year’s Eve 
Party  
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Non Profit 
Organization 
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Bethesda, MD 
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January CHATTER Deadline: 
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Rock Creek Council’s 
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For more information call 
 

Rentals Manager 
301-530-0258 

Excellent location near the Capital 
Beltway, just north of NIH. 

Ample free parking 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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Christmas 

O’Boyle Color 
Corps Meeting 

7 PM Cantrel Hall 

O’Boyle Assembly and 
Pot Luck Supper 7 PM 
Fr. Rosesteel Council 


