
Brother Knights, 

Do you want to see a great movie?  
Did you like the Passion of the 
Christ (Mel Gibson’s movie about 
Holy Week)?  There is a wonderful 
new movie about St. Paul and St. 
Luke in Rome around the year 
62AD, just before Paul is put to 
death.  And it is in English. 

Paul, the Apostle of Christ is made 
by a small film company and 
started in theaters March 23rd.   Look it up on Paul-
Movie.com/Theaters. 

I was fortunate to see a preview in February.  I liked it more 
than Mel Gibson’s movie about Jesus.  It is less violent, 
very emotional at times and follows the Acts of the Apostles 
very well.  Best of all, it gives a real sense of what the early 
Christian Community had to endure during the times of Per-
secution.  Again, the movie is in the English Language.  Jim 
Caviezel (Jesus in Gibson’s movie) does a great job.  The 
acting is genuine, the story is real and the message is eter-

(Continued on page 2) 
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GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
J A M E S  S C H N E I D E R  

Worthy Brothers All, 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Joseph Myers, GK 

Grand Knight Ryan 

Worthy Brothers, 

As the calendar flips another 
page, Spring comes… maybe?  Our 
Council continues to do great 
things within the community. 

We had great turnouts for each of 
the Lenten Friday Fish Frys.  
There were a lot of new faces this 
year, more than there have been 
in years past.  Everyone had a 
great time, and the weekly event has really gotten perfected, 
thanks to Mike Horan.  Please make sure to thank him for 
his time on all this from the Lenten season! 

Brackets were busted this month at what seemed like a high 
rate, but if you haven’t heard, the greatest story of the 
NCAA tournament is a little Catholic school, Loyola Chi-
cago… (not Xavier!)   

These underdog stories are always the best, as it provides 
hope when the odds are stacked against you.  There are 
many lessons that can be learned from watching a small 
Jesuit school making a big name for itself.  We can use op-
portunities like this for our Council each day.  There is 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 nothing to hide from in being Catholic or being dedi-
cated to the Council… look at Sister Jean.  She’s been a 
nun for 81 years!  Sometimes a little story like this can 
open dialogue with outsiders that don’t truly get our 
faith or ideals.  Sometimes a little story like this can 
help you appreciate our faith and how unique we truly 
are.  Sometimes a little story can help you look in the 
mirror, if your back is against the wall, and realize that 
when odds are against you, you can find a little fight in 
yourself.  So for the rest for the NCAA tournament let 
the Holy Water fly for Loyola and Sister Jean! 

The month of May will be a busy one the council.  I will 
be attending the annual Knights of Columbus state con-
vention in Ocean City along with others from the coun-
cil.  If you would like to join us, please let me know.  It is 
the first weekend of May. 

Local teachers from our member parishes will be cele-
brated for all their hard work on May 11th at the annual 
Teachers’ Appreciation part.  Support the 50/50 raffle 
for this event.  The Youth Chess Tourney, held March 
4th, was a great success.  Thank you, Mike Houlihan.   
See pages 7 and 8 for a write-up and pictures. 

As always, volunteers are needed for future events.  I 
highly recommend getting out this Spring and helping 
out! 

Vivat Jesus! 

JamesJamesJamesJames 
Grand Knight 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Win a trip to Ireland 

Supreme has announced that it will give 10 cou-
ples an all-expense paid trip to attend the World 
Meeting of Families in Dublin, Ireland, August 22-
26, 2018. 

For every member you recruit between December 
1, 2017 and June 30th, 2018, your name will go 
into a pool.  On July 1st, ten names will be drawn 
at random.  If you are a winner, you will be notified 
immediately so you can plan this once in a lifetime 
opportunity to interact with families from all over 
the world.  When you return, you can become a 
beacon of light for other families in your council, 
community, and state. 

The more men that you recruit, the greater the 
probability you will have to win this trip.  For more 
information on the World meeting of Families 
2018, please visit: www.worldmeeting2018.ie. 

(Continued from page 1) 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

nal.  It may have scenes that would be difficult for small 
children, but this movie would be a great family event for 
teenagers and adults. 

I hope you would have an opportunity to see it.  Great 
movies about faith and Church are few and far between.  
Paul, the Apostle of Christ is a movie not to be missed. 

Sincerely, 

Fr. HughesFr. HughesFr. HughesFr. Hughes 

 

Knight of the Month 
This month’s Knight-of-the-Month is John Daria!  John 
is a new member who has jumped in fully to become an 
active part of our Council.  He has stepped in as re-
corder and will be taking his 4th degree this month. 

Thanks, John, for being such a vital part of our Council, 
so quickly. 

James SchneiderJames SchneiderJames SchneiderJames Schneider 
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Brother Knights, 

The Assembly is bringing back “an oldie, but 
goodie”, a dinner/dance fundraising gala.  
"Anthracite Night".  It will be held on April 22 at 
Fr. Rosensteel Council.  Everyone is welcome.  
The proceeds will help support the patriotic and 
charitable programs of the Assembly.  In the past 
it has always been a sell out and we are hoping to pack the 
dance floor again.  It will be a great social event, so please re-
serve you table or seats now! 

The Archdiocese of Washington District is conducting the 
Fourth Degree Exemplification on April 7 at Good Council 
High School in Olney.  All 3rd degree brother Knights are eligi-
ble to join this highest degree of the Order.  Candidates can 
begin the process by signing up now, and completing the other 
forms and payments as the Exemplification draws closer. 

If you have any questions regarding the degree, its activities 
and functions, contact me at neildorian@yahoo.com or 301-
237-0552, or speak to any of the many sir knights in our coun-
cil. 

Neil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SK    
Past Faithful Navigator 

Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle Assembly, 
No. 386 

Support Our Teacher 

Appreciation Program 

The Council will conduct its 29th Annual Teacher 
Appreciation Dinner on Friday, May 11.  This is the 
occasion each year that we invite all of the teach-
ers, their principals and pastors from the parishes 
we serve to come to the Council for an evening of 
relaxation, fun and recognition. 

Your help is necessary to support this worthwhile 
and important event.  Consider entering the 50-50 
raffles AND/OR become a program sponsor. 

Sponsors will be listed in the Teacher Appreciation 
Program for the evening.  Donations of $25 will be 
listed as “Patrons.”  $50 or more will be listed as 
“Gold Sponsors. ”  $100 or more will be listed as 
“Diamond Sponsors. ” 

Donations must be received by May 1, to be listed 
in the program.  Make your checks out to Rock 
Creek Council, with a note that it is for the Teacher 
Appreciation Program.  Checks should be given to 
the Grand Knight, Treasurer, or Financial Secre-
tary. 

Tickets for the 50/50 raffles are printed on page 8 of 
this issue of the Chatter. 

Happy Easter to All! 
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 CULTURE OF LIFE ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter and Mary Ann Ferrigno, Culture of Life Chaircouple 

I am sure that some of you are 
aware that the abortionist, LeRoy 
Carhart, after closing his abortion 
clinic in Germantown, opened an-
other mill in Bethesda last October.  
Approximately 150 pro-lifers par-
ticipated in a peaceful protest.  This 
article also informed its readers 
that John Hopkins Hospital also 

conducts late-term abortions.  There seems to be no end 
to all of this this.  

The nation’s largest abortion provider, Planned Parent-
hood, released in its annual report that the number of 
abortions they performed had decreased from 2.5 million 
in 2015 to 2.4 million last year.  Their revenue, however, 
seems to have increased by twenty million dollars – 
thanks to the federal government.  More and more of 
their clinics are now closing, but this could mean that 
women are attempting other type clinics for their abor-
tions.  Although Congress is still working to defund 
Planned Parenthood, the organization does not seem to 
be deterred.  The governor of Kentucky, Matt Bevin, is 
trying to close the final abortion clinic in his state.  This 
action should be highly respected by pro-lifer individuals 
throughout the country.   

Recently, a researcher at the University of New Mexico, 
Dr. Robin Ohis, has been suspended for selling body parts 
of aborted babies.  There is a call for the FBI to investigate 

the case and the U.S. Attorney General to prosecute the 
case.  The university is equally at fault since it has been 
revealed that they had been aware of what was happening 
and did nothing. 

The Spanish Planned Parenthood group has been told 
that they no longer can be designated as a public service, 
stating that “an organization which has systematically 
failed to comply with the law cannot be granted that 
status.”  It is a shame that our country does not have a 
similar law that can deprive a company that does not 
“promote constitutional values and human rights” from 
receiving governmental benefits.  It so turns out that this 
abortion provider is also funded by its American counter-
part, Planned Parenthood, and it has been said that they 
too will be under investigation.  A rotten apple just seems 
to get worse, as is expected.  

Recently, we find that abortion clinics in Ohio are at-
tempting to stop a state law prohibiting a woman from 
having an abortion on her fetus child if she discovers it 
has Down syndrome.  The American Civil Liberties Union 
of that state is claiming that this law violates a woman’s 
rights.  The new law had been enacted this past Decem-
ber.  The article does not say anything about the woman 
leaving the state to have her abortion and then return 
home.  All it says is, she just cannot have the abortion in 
Ohio.  I see that as an endless battle and cannot anticipate 
its final outcome.   God Bless. 

 
 

Rental Corner 
 
We are gearing up for a fun-filled spring and summer of rentals, including a 100th Birth-
day Party, a Cinco De Mayo celebration, a themed Bar Mitzvah, and a number of lovely 
weddings.  We are steadily booking in 2019!   2018 will be another strong year for rent-
als.  Believe it or not, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs book two years ahead of time.  And we have 
many of these scheduled. 
 
Folks have a ball at the Rock Creek Mansion.  You can too! 
 
Please continue to mention the Rock Creek Mansion  to friends/family/associates who 
are planning weddings, mitzvahs, milestone events and celebrations of life.  Like and 
share us on Facebook. 
 

And keep us in mind for your own family engagement parties, anniversary 
celebrations and, of course, weddings.  As always, Rock Creek Council members 
get a 50% rental discount!  
 

Julie Buckingham Carter 

Event Coordinator 
 

cell phone: 240-426-1220,  
email: rcmansion@gmail.com 

website: www.rockcreekmansion.com 
LIKE us on Facebook 
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Pro-Life Prayer Vigil 
LeRoy Carhart, a late-term abortionist who kills babies in 
the womb up to the point of birth, is now located in the 
Medical Building at Wildwood Shopping Center on Old 
Georgetown Road. 

On Sunday, April 8 , the Archdiocese of Washington 
Department of Life Issues and St. Jane Frances de 
Chantal Church Pastoral Council are sponsoring a pro-
life prayer event.  Mass will be held at 10:00 a.m. at St. 
Jane Frances de Chantal Church, after which people will 
process to Carhart’s abortion mill while praying the ro-
sary.  Please join your fellow council members and their 
families in this witness to the dignity of life!  For more 
information, contact brother Al Kish at 
albert20814@gmail.com. 

There is a continuing prayer vigil and public education 
campaign held each Monday from 9 AM to 11 AM.   For 
details, contact Dick Retta (dickretta61@verizon.net; 301 
538 2500) or check PrayforBethesda.com. 

April 15 (tax day) is right around the 
corner. It’s become popular this 
time of year to encourage the open-
ing of an IRA or similar retirement 
annuity, or the depositing of addi-
tional funds into an existing ac-
count, as a tax-savings vehicle.  Or 
perhaps someone has tried to con-
vince you to open an account, tout-
ing the rate of interest that money 
in one of these accounts can earn.  

Let me join the chorus of folks encouraging you to open 
or add funds to an annuity, but for a different reason.  

Certainly, contributing money to a Knights of Columbus 
annuity will allow you to save some money on your in-
come tax return.  And, our annuities do pay a very com-
petitive interest rate, consistent with our primary goal of 
absolute safety of principal.  Opening or adding to an an-
nuity for these reasons, however, strikes me as taking a 
short-term view of a product that is designed to provide 
long-term security.  How much security?  How does re-
tirement income that you cannot outlive — guaranteed — 
sound to you?  

Here at the Knights of Columbus, you can open a retire-
ment annuity for as little as $300.  Consistent and disci-
plined savings placed into that annuity over time can – 
properly structured – guarantee you an income at retire-
ment that you cannot outlive.  That guarantee — along 
with the fact that no one has ever lost money left in a 
Knights of Columbus annuity (remember – absolute 
safety of principal) — really will provide you with peace of 
mind. 

The beauty of our annuity products lies squarely in their 

simplicity and security.  Simplicity from the standpoint 
that they’re fixed in nature.  They provide long-term accu-
mulation of wealth specifically designed for retirement 
needs.  There are no hidden management fees or annual 
charges.  Secure because they are backed by the Knights 
of Columbus.  Our investment philosophy is consistent 
with the nature of the funds entrusted to us.  

Whether you’re looking to start a retirement saving pro-
gram or moving more volatile funds into safer waters, the 
Knights of Columbus offers programs that can help you 
achieve your goals. 

Since 1882, the Knights of Columbus has provided prod-
ucts to assure the welfare of its members and their fami-
lies.  Today we are recognized as a leading life insurer 
with a superior insurance program, offering permanent 
and term insurance, retirement products, disability in-
come and long term care plans. 

Kevin and I are happy meet with you – at your conven-
ience and in your home – to explain in detail the benefits 
of opening a Knights of Columbus annuity, along with the 
benefits of our top-rated life insurance, disability income 
and long-term care insurance plans.  

Steve Upton 

Plan for this Tax Day and into the Future 

K EVIN N OL A N ,  F IC 
Field Agent serving A to L 

703-906-2910 cel l  
301-421-1430 off i ce 

kevin.nolan@kofc.org 

ST EVE  UPT ON ,  PGK,FDD 
Field Agent serving M to Z 

301-873-7450 cel l  
301-421-1430 off i ce 

steve.upton@kofc.org  

 Steve Upton, PGK, FDD 

The Cardinal O'Boyle Assembly is now on Facebook!  
Please LIKE  and FOLLOW  your assembly page and your 
assembly group to keep up to date and collaborate with 
your fellow members.  LIKE and FOLLOW each page 
separately as they provide different functions and infor-
mation.  It is being built to provide current information and 
promote collaboration among members.  Be proud of your 
assembly as we move forward! 

Everyone is welcome to like and join the pages.  If you 
have any questions or suggestions please contact the 
administrator Faithful, Captain Russell Sutton at rus-
sell.r.sutton@gmail.com. 

Click each of the links below and like us on Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/880767532094024/ 

https://www.facebook.com/kofcassembly386/ 

Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly on Face-
book  
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It’s your lounge.  Have fun — And don't forget to sign the 
BOOK! 

Lounge phone: 301-530-1628 

Mike Horan: 240-793-1169 

Hours:  Monday Thru Thursday 2-10 
Friday 2-Midnight, Saturday 2-11, Sunday 2-8, 

Club News 

Sick and Distressed: 

Leslie Ibáñez (wife of PGK 

Tony Ibáñez),  PGK Victor Kha-

yat, PGK Bill Morris, PGK Peter 

Ferrigno, Greg Curtin,  Bran-

don Waters (grandson of PGK 

Bob Waters), Jim Manwaring, 

and those on the Seniors’ sick 

list (p. 11) 

Deceased: 
Daniel Mullhausen (friend of Bob Waters), John Gib-
lin (president of Post Cana), Tom Michalik, Elevin 
Royal, Louise Young, and William Kushmas (Past 
State Deputy) 

Pray for our ailing and deceased members, families 
and friends. 

Remember Our Sick and Deceased 
ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 

 

  We pray the Rosary 

before our meetings on 

the 1st and 3rd Tues-

days of each month 

The Rosary is a 

proven, effective 

prayer in meeting indi-

vidual and national 

needs 

Come and join us! 

 

 

Charity Chess Tournament 

Rock Creek Council hosted its 17th Annual Scholastic 
Charity Chess Tournament at the Rock Creek Mansion on 
March 4.   There were 85 players from over 20 local 
schools, including all of the schools in our Council’s area.  
After expenses, the council raised over $500 for local 
charity.  The winners were: 

Team Champions:  1st – North Chevy Chase; 2nd – 
Veirs Mill; 3rd – St. Jane de Chantal 

Overall Grand Prize Winner  Saffron Stevens, Veirs 
Mill Elementary School, 5th Grade) 

K-2nd Grade Section:  1st – Andrew Matellis, Holy Re-
deemer; 2nd - Matthew Caban, Mary of Nazareth, 
St.; 3rd – Dean Farazin, Our Lady of Mercy 

3rd – 5th Grade Section: 1st – Zev Glaser, NCC; 2nd – 
Victoria Zhong, Veirs Mill; 3rd – Sophia Zhong, 
Veirs Mill 

6th – 8th Grade Section: 1st – Patrick Dufour, Woods 
Academy; 2nd – Liam Skelton, Mary of Nazareth; 
3rd – Jeremy Gee, NCC 

Nolan Sportsmanship Award: Atharva Bengeri 
(Rosemary Hills Elementary School, 2nd Grade) 

Thanks to our volunteers from the Knights of Columbus 
who helped, including Grand Knight James Schneider, 
Mike Horan (concessions), Wesley Chin (reception and 
judging), Bob Metzler (judging and scoring), Andrew 
McDonald (photographs), and Mike Houlihan (scoring).  
My appreciation also to Stephanie Polis and Kerry White 
from Mater Dei (scoring) for their help and thanks to 
Julie Carter, Mansion Event Coordinator, for her support 
and help. 

Mike HoulihanMike HoulihanMike HoulihanMike Houlihan    
Chairman 

 

 
 

80th Council Anniversary Celebra-
tion 
and 

New Officers Installation 
 

Sunday, July 15 

10:30 AM Mass 

at Holy Redeemer Church 

Banquet at Rock Creek Mansion 

about 2:00 PM 
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Rock Creek’s Charity Chess Tournament in Photos 

Photos by Andrew McDonald 



Twenty Ninth Annual
CATHOLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS

APPRECIATION 50-50 Raffles

Guaranteed minimums are $200, and $100, but we are sure to exceed that, as we have in prior years.
Please respond as soon as possible, May is right around the corner. Allow several days before drawing
date for delivery, or drop off your check at the Council. Chances of winning - about 1 in 60 or better.
$35 gets one chance in each raffle, enter one raffle or both drawings. $70 gets 3 chances in each
drawing.

Drawings
May 11, 2018

Rock Creek Council No. 2797

You do NOT need to be present to win. Drawing during the event, May 11 at about 8 PM
All net proceeds are used for the Teachers Program to benefit our schools: St. Jane De Chantal,
Holy Redeemer, Holy Cross, St. Bartholomews, Our Lady of Lourdes, Mater Dei and
Little Flower

Raffle 1  $ 10 per chance, 3 for$20

5417 W. Cedar Lane
Bethesda MD 20814

Raffle 2 $ 25 per chance, 3 for $50

Drawing 1 $10 per chance, 3 for $20

Name/Addr

Phone

Drawing 1 $10. per chance, 3 for $20

Name/Addr

Phone

Drawing 1 $10. per chance, 3 for $20

Name/Addr

Phone

Copies of this form are acceptable. USE address labels to make the entries easier…
Make checks payable to Rock Creek Council #2797. Mail to above address, c/o Treasurer

Drawings
May 11, 2018

$ 10 $ 10 $ 10

Drawing 2 -$25. per chance, 3 for $50

Name/Addr

Phone

Drawing 2-$25. per chance, 3 for $50

Nam/Addr

Phone

Drawing 2 -$25. per chance, 3 for $50

Name/Addr

 Phone
 3/$50 3/$50 3/$50

WANTED:  Sponsors for our Teachers Program.  Donations of $25 will be listed as “Patrons” in
this years program.  $50 or more, listed as “Gold Sponsors”  $100 or more, listed as “Diamond
Sponsors”.   Donations must be received by May 1, 2018 to be included in the program.
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REFLECTIONS  
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

The Battle Over Morally-Offensive, Compelled Speech 
On March 20, the U.S. Supreme Court heard oral argu-
ments in the case of National Institute of Family and Life 
Advocates (NIFLA) v. Becerra.  The issue to be decided is 
whether the government can compel a faith-based minis-
try to proclaim a message that is in opposition to its mis-
sion. 

Compelled behavior and 
speech have been tactics 
used by governments, 
throughout the ages, in many 
nations and in many cul-
tures, to stigmatize, penalize 
and suppress minority reli-
gious views.  In Elizabethan 
England, Catholics were 
fined if they did not attend 
Sunday services in an Angli-
can Church.  Until the 20th 
century, Muslim nations im-
posed a jizya or yearly tax on 
non-Muslims living in the 
country.  In Nazi-occupied 
territory during World War 
II, Jews were required to 
wear a Star of David on their 
clothing. 

In October 2015, California 
passed the Reproductive 
Freedom, Accountability, 
Comprehensive Care, and 
Transparency (FACT) Act, 
which requires all pregnancy 
care facilities to post notifi-
cation in their waiting areas 
and in their advertising that 
the state offers free or low-
cost abortions to women who 
qualify, along with a phone 
number that provides quick 
access to abortion clinics.  
These centers must do so 
even though they find the 
government-provided mes-
sage morally offensive and it 
directly contradicts the pur-
pose for which the centers 
exist. 

The California law also requires pro-life, non-medical cen-
ters to inform clients that they are not licensed medical 
providers and have no licensed medical provider who su-
pervises the provision of services -- effectively requiring 
them to advertise what they don’t do or claim to do. 

Under questioning from the Supreme Court justices, the 

California deputy solicitor general admitted that if a pro-
life pregnancy center took out a billboard advertisement 
with the words “Choose Life,” it would have to include in 
the same size font the 29-word government statement.  If 
the billboard were in Los Angeles, the statement would 

have to be in 13 languages. 

Pro-life pregnancy care cen-
ters are virtually the only 
groups affected by the man-
date.  Organizations, such as 
Planned Parenthood, which 
serve as the abortion provid-
ers for California’s Medi-Cali 
and Family PACT (Planning, 
Access, Care, and Treatment) 
programs, are exempt from 
the requirement.  The latter 
are not required to notify cli-
ents about the non-abortion 
services offered by pro-life 
organizations, such as prena-
tal care, material support, and 
adoption services, or to show 
ultrasounds to their patients.  
Thus, the mandate is not de-
signed to make known mater-
nity options, but rather to 
force pro-life centers to con-
vey the government’s view-
point and advertise for abor-
tion providers. 

NIFLA, on behalf of the 140 
pregnancy resource centers in 
California that are its mem-
bers, sought a preliminary 
injunction to prohibit enforce-
ment of the FACT Act, claim-
ing that the law violated their 
First Amendment rights to 
free speech and free exercise 
of religion.  The 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld the 
law, and on November 13, the 
Supreme Court agreed to re-
view NIFLA’s free speech ar-
gument. 

Laws similar to California's 
FACT Act have been enacted across the nation.  They have 
been challenged with varying results.  In March 2014, 
Centro Tepeyac, won a suit overturning a Montgomery 
County, MD, law requiring pro-life pregnancy centers 
which counsel expectant women to advise clients to speak 

(Continued on page 10) 

This is the type of notice — in the same size font as the ad, and in 
13 languages in Los Angeles — that a pregnancy cent er would 

have to include in any advertisement it issued, eve n if it were only 
the words “ Choose Life”  
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Kevin Nolan, FIC 

 

  

CHURCH ACTIVITIES REPORT  
  Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK 

A number of Cardinals were most pleased that our cur-
rent pope stated that the church has been too focused on 
abortion, contraception and traditional marriage.  By do-
ing this, the Church is losing members.  Cardinal Lewes 
had stated some years ago that the Church has to catch 
up with changes in society, even if it still doesn’t admit 
divorce”.  In some countries, such as Brazil, “people are 
no longer rejected at the altar, because they are divorced 
and remarried.”  In the eyes of the secular left, Pope 
Benedict was not being genuinely Catholic.  Maybe this is 
the reason Pope Francis replaced him. 

You may remember that four supreme justices -- Anthony 
Kennedy, Clarence Thomas, John Roberts and Samuel 
Anthony -- voted against same-sex marriage, while Ruth 
Ginsburg, Steven Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena 
Kagan voted for same sex marriage.  Then, Justice Ken-
nedy broke the tie by voting to legalize same-sex mar-
riage.  The reason for the vote of the majority was that to 
deny “equal dignity,” would “brand gay people unworthy 
and humiliate their children.” 

Bishop Daniel Thomas of Toledo, at a pro-life conference, 

stated that “politicians who publically support abortion and 
euthanasia do not share fully and practically the faith of 
Christ.”  He felt that to do this, Americans must “be citi-
zens who bring our faith into the public square, engage, 
informed and politically be active for life, for marriage and 
for religious liberty.” 

At one time, “the importance of marriage, family and fa-
therhood were the standards of society,” but we find this 
no longer to be the case.  The Bishop went on to say that 
we are doomed “to drift into oblivion by the fickly winds of 
popular mentality of the current age.” 

As Americans, we should support the Conscience Protec-
tion Act which would support and give greater strength to 
prevent forcing doctors and nurses to perform abortions.  
Gov. Phil Bryant of Mississippi signed a bill that would 
protect unborn babies from abortions after fifteen weeks, 
except in the case where the life of the mother may pre-
sent itself.  His reason is that this would make the chance 
of adoption possible should the mother not want the child. 

God Bless. 

 
with licensed medical professionals; the law did not apply 
to abortion providers, such as Planned Parenthood, even 
if they offer counseling by non-medical persons. 

In June 2014, Austin LifeCare, part of the Care Net net-
work in Texas, won a suit overturning an Austin city law 
requiring pro-life pregnancy care centers to post signs 
stating they do not offer abortions or birth control drugs. 

New York City passed an ordinance in 2011 requiring pro-
life pregnancy centers to provide printed and oral notices 
that emphasize abortion and encourage women to go 
elsewhere.  After the courts struck down most of the pro-
visions, a settlement was reached in 2016 that frees the 
centers from posting messages that are contrary to their 
beliefs. 

In July 2017, an Illinois court issued a statewide prelimi-
nary injunction against a 2016 statutory change to the 
state Health Care Right of Conscience Act that would 
force pro-life medical professionals to refer patients for 
abortions and to counsel patients on what the legislation 
calls the “benefits” of abortion. 

On January 5, 2018, the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled in favor of the Greater Baltimore Center for Preg-
nancy Concerns, a pro-life Catholic charity, which had 
sued to overturn a Baltimore city ordinance passed in 
2009.  The ordinance, which pertained only to “limited-
service” pro-life pregnancy centers, required them to post 
a disclaimer in their waiting rooms that they do not pro-

vide abortion or birth control services.  After seven years 
of litigation, the appellate court ruled that the ordinance 
violated the First Amendment’s guarantee of freedom of 
speech because it forced “a politically and religiously mo-
tivated group to convey a message fundamentally at odds 
with its core belief and mission.” 

But even as laws are being overturned by the courts, oth-
ers are being enacted.  In July 2017, Hawaii passed a 
pregnancy center signage law similar to the one in Cali-
fornia; pro-life groups have said it will be contested in the 
courts. 

The various signage laws are classic examples of content 
and viewpoint discrimination in compelled speech.  The 
messages to be conveyed are antithetical to the religious 
and ideological reasons the pro-life centers exist.  The 
laws should only be sustained if the relevant government 
body can substantiate that it is meeting a compelling gov-
ernment interest that cannot be achieved in a less restric-
tive way. 

That is why NIFLA v. Becerra is important.  If the Su-
preme Court rules in favor of California, other abortion-
promoting statutes will likely follow.  If NIFLA wins, but 
with a narrow ruling, California will not be able to enforce 
the law, but there will be little guidance for other preg-
nancy-related, compelled-speech cases pending in the 
lower courts.  A broad ruling could resolve the question of 
such laws once and for all. 

REFLECTIONS 
(continued from page 9) 
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We had 49 members and guests attend 
our annual St. Patrick's Day Party and 
Luncheon.  Our guests included Fr. Keith 
Burney, Deacons Bob Hubbard and 
Chester Chen, and Brother Ed Adams.  
Guest speaker was Shawn Culkin who 
gave us an overview of the Irish Step 
Dancer girls and recent events they have 
participated.  Entertainment was pro-
vided by Shawn leading 7 step-dancer 
girls in various dance performances.  The 
7 girls are all students at St. Jane School.  
Ed Reilly led singing of Irish Ballads. 

Special prayers were said for the follow-
ing sick members: Greg Curtin, Peter 
Ferrigno, Bill and Jennie Morris, Victor 
and Wally Khayat, Jean Horan, Joe Mur-
phy, Roberto Ibanez, and the Chatter 
Sick List.  Also remembered is the 
Mother of Maureen Houpest who passed 
away. 

Dues for 2018 are $15.00 and should be 
provided ASAP.  The 50/50 drawing win-
ner was Cathy Piekuch ($62.00). 

Thanks so much to the following: Marcie 
Pekar, who chaired this event; Helen 
Brennan; Dora McIntosh, who ran 
50/50; caterer Mike Horan, who cooked 
a fabulous Irish meal; Bob Hubbard who 

did the bartending; Jean Gordon; Ed 
Reilley; Shawn and the Step Dancers; 
and Ann Corominas, who provided the 
Irish music. 

No event is scheduled for April, but Sen-
iors are asked to check their e-mail and 
the Knight Chatter Newsletter for the 
date of the next function. 
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA AND OUR 

MILITARY! 
 

PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers remember: Eureka and 
Elizabeth Arcand, Dorothy Bush, Lily 
Callowhill, Maureen Collins, Kevin Dyer, 
Helen Fincutter, Susan Gordon Garcia, 
Lois Gargano, Katharine Giodati, Bill 
Gordon, Joselyn Walter Graham , PGK, 
Frank Hayden, Marie Horan, Saunders 
Jacobsen, Alex Lee, Julia Marcus, James 
Marketos, Joe Murphy, Eugene O’Neill, 
Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, Fr. 
David Pollak, Mary Rainey, Joan Reed, 
Anne Ryan, Bridget Shanahan, Midge 
Shanahan, Gloria Skapik, Pilar Stark, 
Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Alex 
Swanke, Marge Swanke, Susan Tise, Re-
gina Walter, Barbara Waters, Louise 
Young, and Fran and Frank Zello. 

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Neil Dorien, Vice President 

Council Leaders 

 

CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Mark Hughes—301-942-2333, x-109 
Deacon Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

Deacon John Shewmaker—301-986-8658 
 

GRAND KNIGHT 
James Schneider—240-2519 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Joseph M. Stewart, DD—301-675-4336 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Jon Schneider—-301-678-8340 

 

WARDEN 
Michael Houlihan—301-657-1086 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Terence P. Ryan, PGK—301-215-9197 

 

RECORDER 
Peter D. Ferrigno, PGK—301-469-6099 

 

TREASURER 
Charles Gormly—202-265-7755 

 

ADVOCATE 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-728-1316 

 

INSIDE GUARDS 
Gregory P. Curtin—301-654-5543 

Thomas Lynch— 
 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
William R. Ruane—301-530-6755 

Von Gallic— 
 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year—Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

2-Year—James A. Caulfield, PGK—301-365-2580 
3-Year—Richard Heim, PGK—240-888-1240 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

CHURCH & PRO-LIFE  ACTIVITIES 
Peter Ferrigno, PGK—301-469 - 6099 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Chris Horan—301-575-4212 

 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES  
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Matt Morin—240-848-1393 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Brian Dowd— 

 

MEMBERSHIP AND RETENTION 
Jim Bergmann—3-1-346-4301 

 

LECTURER 
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian, PGK—237-0552 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Gregory Curtin—301-654-5543 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew Flynn—301-942-8491 

 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES 

LOUNGE—301-530-1628 

KAY-CEE CLUB —301-530-0258 

RENTAL COORDINATOR 
Julie Carter—240-426-1220 

Seniors had loads of fun at their St. Pat’s Party.  Neil Dorien ran the event, as Bob Waters was 
wearing the “green” in Florida. 
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Place 1st 
Class 
Stamp 
Here 

May CHATTER Deadline: 
April 23, 2018 

 

Rock Creek Council’s 

ROCK CREEK 

MANSION 

For more information, 
check the website 

www.rockcreekmansion.com 

Schedule a tour by calling 

Julie Carter 
240-426-1220 

A Private Party Site in the 
Heart of Bethesda 

 

Excellent location near the 
Capital Beltway, just north 

of NIH. 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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ROCK  CREEK  COUNCIL  CALENDAR  H IGHLIGHTS  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 
      
    

2 3 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Business Meet-

ing 8:00 PM  

4 5 6 
 

7 
4th Degree 

Exemplifica-
tion 

8 
 

9 
 

10 

 
11 12 

 
13 

 
14 

 

15 
 

16 

 
17 
 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
1st Degree 

8:00 PM 

18 
 

K-C Club 
7:00 PM  

19 
 

O’Boyle Assem. 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Meeting 8:00 PM 

20 
 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

29 
 

30 
 

 
  

AprilAprilAprilApril    

 

 

Easter 

Divine Mercy 
Sunday 


