
Worthy brothers all, 

There has been a great deal of ac-
tivity at the council, and much 
more is planned --   social, charity, 
youth, and others.  Get involved.  
Come to some of these functions 
or propose new ones. 

In December, we brought in 15 
new members, a very sizeable 
class.  Then, in January, 2 of our 
members advanced to the Forma-
tion (2nd) Degree, and a few days later the two of them and 
3 others went on to full Knighthood (3rd degree).  Great go-
ing! 

Several months ago, Alex Lieb organized a drive to collect 
items for the veterans at Walter Reid.  It was a wonderful 
success, and received a mention in Supreme’s Knights in 
Action.  Thanks, Alex, for a job well done. 

I also suggest you read the article on page12 about the 
General Assembly.  There are two bills that will be consid-
ered in this session, and they will affect each one of us. 

Joe, Joe, Joe, Joe, Grand Knight II 

Brother Knights, 

I was home from my first semester 
in the seminary.  A friend heard 
about it and wanted to meet to 
learn about my decision to consider 
the priesthood.  We met at a bar in 
D.C. to have a beer.  The place 
turned out to be a pick-up spot for 
young professionals.  Some of his 
friends were there.  They were 
more interested in the other oppor-
tunities that people go there for than hearing my story.  I 
never felt more out of place in my life.  I wasn’t sure if I 
would stay in the seminary, but I was sure I wanted some-
thing permanent and important in my life.  That bar was so 
far away from what I was looking for as I could get. 

God is good in that my desires were met.  I ended up stay-
ing with the program and have found what all people of 
faith know.  Our relationship with God is both permanent (or 
eternal) and important. 

It is permanent whether we want it to be or not.  As hu-
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The following appeared in Knights in Action, January 2019, check 
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/knights-in-action/index.html#/ 

Rock Creek Council 2797 in Bethesda organized 
its first donated items drive for wounded current ser-
vicemen and veterans at the Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center. In conjunction with the 
American Red Cross, council members conducted 
the drive for over a month, collecting used books, 
snacks, toiletries, toys, clothing and gift cards. 

Brother Alex Lieb, who serves as the Council’s chairman for Com-
munity Affairs, organized the drive.  Great going,  Alex! 
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

mans, we can always choose to opt out, to walk away 
from God. But God will never stop trying to get us back.  
When we cooperate, we have a level of security and pur-
pose that cannot be found anywhere else.  

That purpose that God has for us is what makes our rela-
tionship with God important – to God, to the world, to our-
selves.  Our lives matter because we fill a vital role in 
God’s plan to make the world holy and faithful.  The prob-
lems that seem so overwhelming are a result of people 
not paying attention to God and missing out on their op-
portunity to build up the world.  It is important that we co-

operate with God.  If we don’t, the world suffers and we 
waste our time and energy on temporary pursuits that 
only serve our needs.  

As lent approaches, let us take time to focus on our per-
manent and important relationship with God. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Sincerely, 

Fr. HughesFr. HughesFr. HughesFr. Hughes 

   Rental Corner 

 

The past year was very good for bookings, and this year could even be better.  Pass 
the word to your family, friends, colleagues and neighbors who are planning wed-
dings, birthday parties, religious celebrations, and other events. 

Remember, Rock Creek Council members get a huge rental discount! 

Contact me for information and a tour. 
 

Julie Buckingham Carter 

Event Coordinator 
 

cell phone: 240-426-1220,  
email: rcmansion@gmail.com 

website: www.rockcreekmansion.com 
LIKE us on Facebook 

The Assembly is holding a Patriotic Outing to Constitu-
tion Hall on February 12th (Lincoln Birthday).  We will 
meet for the Docent Guided Tour at 1776 D. St. N.W. 
(inside) in time for the 10:00 am (sharp) tour start.  You 
will visit 31 period rooms of 17th century home life in dif-
ferent areas of America.  Anyone interested in joining, 
please call Charles Hayes at 301-806-8347 or e mail him 
at chaslhayes@gmail.com to receive your reservation 
number.  There is no charge for the tour. 

The Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly will be hosting a re-
treat/day of reflection on Saturday March 30th from 
1:00 pm until 7:00 pm.  Our Friar, Fr. Ryan Pineda, 
will lead the event, which will be held at Holy Re-
deemer in Kensington.  This is open to all members 
of the Knights of Columbus, especially from the as-
semblies and councils in our area.  

The next Cardinal O'Boyle Assembly Business meeting is 
Thursday, February 21, to be held in the Emerald Room 

in Father Rosensteel Council at Forest 
Glen.  Rosary will begin at 7:30 pm and 
the business meeting at 8 pm.  Following 
the meeting, there will be a social with 
free meal and beverage. 

All worthy Third Degree Knights are en-
couraged to advance to the Fourth Degree 
– the Patriotic Degree.  The Exemplification Ceremony 
for this degree is scheduled for Saturday, April 6, begin-
ning at 10 am.  The location is St. Mary of the Mills Parish 
in Laurel.  The honoree for this degree is His Excellency, 
Most Reverend Mario Dorsonville, Bishop of the Archdio-
cese of Washington. 

For more information or to join the Fourth Degree, please 

contact SK Neil Dorian at 301-237-0552, neildori-

ankc@yahoo.com. 

Neil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SK    

Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle Assembly, No. 386  
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DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT—JANUARY 

Worthy Brother Knights and Friends,  

It’s hard to believe that we have reached the half way 
point of the fraternal year.  Our precious time goes by so 
quickly, and I hope that you and your families have had a 
blessed Advent and Christmas Season.   This year my 
wife Melanie and I (recent empty nesters) travelled to 
northern CA to spend Christmas with our two sons, both 
of whom live in the San Jose / San Francisco area.  It was 
an enjoyable and exhausting journey full of amazing 
sights and joyful reunions with our 2 adult “boys”.   During 
our visit, we enjoyed a day trip to Carmel by the Sea, on 
the California coast just south of San Francisco.   We 
wanted to visit the town but most importantly, we planned 
to visit the Mission San Carlos at Carmel to venerate the 
burial site of St. Fr. Junipero Serra, the Franciscan 
“Apostle of California” who spread the faith throughout the 
Pacific coastal region from Mexico City to Upper Califor-
nia.   

I have to say that as a native West Virginian who grew up 
in largely protestant south west Virginia, I was struck by 
the overwhelmingly Catholic nature of the place names 
we encountered in California: San Luis Obispo, San Jose, 
Santa Clara, San Gabriel, San Juan Capistrano and San 
Francisco.  Even “Carmel” and San Carlos, all bearing the 
names of great saints of the Catholic Church.  During our 
visit to the Basilica of the Carmel Mission where Fr. Serra 
is buried, I learned a great deal about his life and travels.  
I was impressed by the impact that one faithful friar from 
far away Spain could have in evangelizing communities 
half a world away.   

Fr Serra was ordained in Spain in December of 1738 and 
received his doctorate in theology in 1742.  He began his 
career as the scholastic chair of theology at the Lullian 
University in Palma Spain and was recognized as an ex-
ceptional student and teacher.  No doubt, he could have 
lived a rewarding and comfortable life in Spain as a 
scholar and professor.  However, he responded to the call 
to serve as a missionary in the Spanish colonies – a life 
that would present many hardships and challenges.  He 
arrived in Vera Cruz Mexico on December 7, 1749 walk-
ing the 250 miles to Mexico City.  He then responded to 
an urgent call for volunteers to serve in the Sierra Gorda 
missions and served in this apostolate with the Pame Indi-
ans from 1750 to 1758 overseeing the development of 5 
missions.  He learned the Otami language of the indige-
nous peoples and promoted both liturgical and devotional 
life among the native communities.  In Sept. 1758, he was 
assigned to the college of San Fernando where he served 
as a choir director, novice master and college counselor.  
Soon he was appointed president of the former Jesuit 
missions in Baja CA.  But physical work was not beneath 
him as he served beside laborers who constructed the 
mission churches under his care.   

In 1768, he enthusiastically volunteered to join an expedi-

tion to Upper California and devoted the next 15 years of 
his life to evangelical work founding 9 missions while 
maintaining his headquarters in Mission San Carlos in 
Carmel.  Serra died at the Carmel mission on August 28, 
1784 and is buried in the sanctuary of the church he 
helped to construct.  He was beatified by St. Pope John 
Paul II on Sept. 25 1988 and canonized by Pope Francis 
during his visit to the U.S. on Sept. 23, 2015 in Washing-
ton DC.   

In physical stature, Fr. Serra was a small man – just five 
foot 2 inches in height. Throughout his many travels on 
foot,  he developed severe varicose ulcers in his feet and 
legs. And yet he never allowed his personal sufferings to 
limit his willingness to say “Yes” to God’s call to service.  
In character, he was eager, optimistic, zealous and dy-
namic.  Armed with his motto “Siempre Adelante!” or 
“Always move forward!” he was an exemplar for us as 
Knights of Columbus and for all Christians eager to put 
aside their personal limitations and fears and boldly put 
their faith into action.   

During our visit to the Carmel Misson Basilica where St. 
Junipero Serra is buried, I stopped to speak to the docent 
in charge of assisting the many visitors to this holy place.  
He was an elderly man from Massachusetts who had re-
tired to Carmel by the Sea.  As I approached him, he im-
mediately recognized the emblem of the Order on my 
jacket and said “Welcome Brother.”  We shook hands and 
spent some time talking about the beautiful mission 
church.  We also discussed the many challenges facing 
the Church over the past year and the importance of 
standing in solidarity with our holy priests who, like Fr. 
Serra, serve the Church faithfully each and every day.  
These priests bear the cross imposed by those who have 
broken their vows of chastity and fidelity and created so 
much pain for so many.  In that brief time, we stood as 
two brothers, who had never met before and would likely 
never meet again – saddened but fully understanding of 
the importance of the Knights of Columbus at this moment 
in the Church’s history.  And in this holy place (on Christ-
mas eve) and in the very presence of Fr. Serra’s mortal 
remains, we both expressed our deep gratitude and ap-
preciation for the great gift of the sacramental priesthood, 
for our founder Fr. Michael McGivney and for our fraternal 
bond that makes brothers of perfect strangers living on 
opposite sides of the country yet bound together by faith.    

May God bless each of you and your families in the up-
coming year.  And may we as Knights be “eager, optimis-
tic, zealous and dynamic” in carrying out our charitable 
work and ever “moving forward” to put our Faith into Ac-
tion!   Have a blessed and happy New Year!  

Vivat Jesus! 

William Newbrough 
District Deputy No. 18 



Page 4 The Knight Chatter  January-February 2019 

Visit the Council Website at www.kofc2797.org 

 

Worthy Brother Knights and Friends,  

As we enter the early days of 2019, we are faced with the 
sad reality that anti-Catholic bigotry is alive and well in 
the United States.  In 1882, our founder Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney would have been all too familiar with the soft 
peddled prejudice of daily life as well as the hard charging 
hate mongering of anti-Catholic bigots who sought to 
limit Catholic participation in the political, economic and 
social life of the country.   

Today we are confronted with the spectacle of two U.S. 
Senators, haranguing a Catholic candidate for a judicial 
appointment.  In considering Brian Buescher for a federal 
judgeship last month, Senator Kamala Harris (D-
California) and Senator Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) took a 
decidedly anti-Catholic stance.  Harris inquired about his 
membership in “an all male society comprised primarily 
of Catholic men?”  She continued “Were you aware that 
the Knights of Columbus opposed a woman’s right to 
choose when you joined the organization?”  Senator Hi-
rono has stated that the moral views of the Knights of Co-
lumbus are in her opinion “extreme positions.” In 2017, 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein of (D-CA) questioned appeals court 
nominee Amy Coney Barrett about her faith stating 
“When you read your speeches, the conclusion one draws 
is that the dogma lives loudly within you?”   Presumably 
the senator is referring to the dogma of the Catholic 
Church.    

Are we then to conclude that only those judicial nominees 
who reject their religious beliefs and hide their moral con-
victions are to be considered acceptable?  Or perhaps, just 
those candidates who share like minded views with the 
senators.  Consider the question posed by Senator Hirono 
to two judicial candidates who happened to be Knights of 
Columbus – “If confirmed, will you recuse yourself from 
all cases in which the Knights of Columbus has taken a 
position?”  One might well wonder how the founding fa-
thers of our country, especially Charles Carroll , Catholic 
signer of the Declaration of Independence would receive 
this challenge.   

The news flash of the day is this, as Knights of Columbus, 
we are in fact a “sign of contradiction” to the times in 
which we live.  To support a culture of life and stand up 
for the dignity and value of every human person is to be 
tagged a holder of  “extreme positions.”  To promote tradi-
tional family values and celebrate the beauty of holy mat-
rimony between husband and wife is to be considered a 
radical.  To stand up for our holy priests, to condemn reli-
gious persecution, to defend the right to life of the intel-
lectually disabled is to be “on the wrong side of history.”   

In March of 1976, then Cardinal Karol Wojtyla was invited 
by Pope Paul VI to preach a series of Lenten homilies to 
the Holy Father and assembled guests.  The series was en-
titled “A Sign of Contradiction”  A central theme to the 
homilies was the acceptance of “the truth” as a “light that 
shines for the gentiles.” even as that light is a scandal to 
the world and a contradiction to the values of our age.  
Cardinal Wojtyla urges us not to shrink from this chal-
lenge.  In fact he urges us to be steadfast in our determi-
nation stating “may the light that shines for the gentiles 
be with us in this spiritual undertaking of ours. May this 
light give us strength and make us capable of accepting 
and loving the whole truth of Christ, of loving it all the 
more as the world all the more contradicts it.”   

Worthy Brother Knights and friends, as we seek to chart a 
course through these uncertain and troubling times, I be-
lieve that the best course of action is action.  Do not be 
afraid to publically profess your faith and put that faith 
into action.  No organization on Earth (second only to 
Holy Mother Church) is in a better position to offer you 
opportunities to “love the whole truth of Christ”.  This is 
the Charity that Evangelizes.  I urge you to participate in 
and even take a leadership role in one of the many chari-
table programs of the Knights of Columbus.  May God 
bless each of you and I wish you all the very best. 

Vivat Jesus!  

William Newbrough 
District Deputy No. 18 

 

DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT—FEBRUARY 

Francis J. Cantrel — A Remembrance 
Frank Cantrel was a member of Rock Creek Council for 
76 years.  Born March 6, 1924, in Washington, DC, he 
attended Gonzaga College High School before enlisting 
in the United States Marine Corps during World War II.  
Frank saw action in Saipan, Tinian and Okinawa with 
the Second Marine Division. 

After his military service, he returned to school, graduat-
ing from Georgetown Preparatory School, Georgetown 
University and Georgetown School of Law. He then 
served at the United States Tax Court for many years, 
first as Assistant Clerk of the Court and later as a Spe-

cial Trial Judge.  The husband of the late Nancy Cole-
man Cantrel, Frank passed away on January 15, 2019.  
He is survived by his four children, eight grandchildren, 
and two great grandchildren. 

Frank and his twin brother, Joseph P., joined the Coun-
cil in 1942, when they turned 18.  Their father, Joseph 
A. Cantrel, was the founding and two-term Grand Knight 
of the Council, serving in 1938-40.  Joe was Grand 
Knight in 1954-55, and Frank was Grand Knight in 
1970-71. 

May his soul rest in peace! 
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KayKayKayKay----Cee ClubCee ClubCee ClubCee Club    

We recently signed a contract with Albert Paving to re-
move the lumpy asphalt walkway from the Lounge en-
trance to the parking lot and replace it with a smooth 
(broom finish) concrete walkway.   This will allow those 
persons with handicaps such as walkers etc. to navigate 
into our lounge much more easily. 

Albert Paving is also replacing the cracked concrete pad 
at the bottom of the stairs at the front entrance of our 
building. 

We have received a quote for architectural fees to design 
the proposed new vestibule at the side entrance to 
Cantrel Hall.  It has been submitted by Penney Design 
Group in Bethesda.  Jon Penney is a St. Jane De Chantal 
parishioner.  This is a project we have been planning for 
years now.  It will greatly improve the facade of our build-
ing and will provide a feeling of welcome to all guests. 

Rentals continue to be strong for 2019 and we already 
have some reservations for 2020. 

Tom Tappan 
President, Kay-Cee Club 

RRRROCKOCKOCKOCK  C C C CREEKREEKREEKREEK  S S S SENIORSENIORSENIORSENIORS     
    

ST VALENTINE’S MEETING AND PARTYST VALENTINE’S MEETING AND PARTYST VALENTINE’S MEETING AND PARTYST VALENTINE’S MEETING AND PARTY    

      Sunday, February 10Sunday, February 10Sunday, February 10Sunday, February 10    

1:00 PM1:00 PM1:00 PM1:00 PM————3:00 PM3:00 PM3:00 PM3:00 PM    

Rock Creek Council Rock Creek Council Rock Creek Council Rock Creek Council  

Catered  Luncheon BuffetCatered  Luncheon BuffetCatered  Luncheon BuffetCatered  Luncheon Buffet   
  Entertainment by Daytones Barbershop Quartet   Entertainment by Daytones Barbershop Quartet   Entertainment by Daytones Barbershop Quartet   Entertainment by Daytones Barbershop Quartet     

  BRING your Sweetheart!BRING your Sweetheart!BRING your Sweetheart!BRING your Sweetheart!    

$20 per person$20 per person$20 per person$20 per person        $2 cash bar$2 cash bar$2 cash bar$2 cash bar    

Reservations requiredReservations requiredReservations requiredReservations required    

Make checks payable to “Rock Creek Seniors”Make checks payable to “Rock Creek Seniors”Make checks payable to “Rock Creek Seniors”Make checks payable to “Rock Creek Seniors”    
    

 Send your name and check by Thursday, February 7 to:Send your name and check by Thursday, February 7 to:Send your name and check by Thursday, February 7 to:Send your name and check by Thursday, February 7 to:    

 

 Feryl Barakat 
10901 Earlsgate Lane, Rockville, MD 20852, 301-530-5851 

 
$15. Dues for 2019 are now due$15. Dues for 2019 are now due$15. Dues for 2019 are now due$15. Dues for 2019 are now due     

 

 

 

Day of Reflection 
The Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly will be hosting a re-
treat/day of reflection (Reflection on the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son and God’s Mercy) on Saturday 
March 30th at 1:00 pm.  Our Friar, Fr. Ryan Pineda, 
will lead the retreat, which will be held at Holy Re-
deemer Church. 

The schedule is: 
• 1:00 – 1:15 Registration 

1:15 – 2:00 Talk 1: The Prodigal Son (and the 
Elder brother) 
2:00 – 2:45 Talk 2: The Merciful Father 
2:45 – 3:00 Break 
3:00 – 3:30 Talk 3: Repentance and Forgiveness 
3:30 – 4:15 Small group discussion 
4:15 – 5:15 Adoration, Rosary and Confession 
5:30  – Mass 

• 6:30 -- Reception 

It is open to all members of the Knights of Columbus.  
For more information, contact FN Russell Sutton at rus-
sell.r.sutton@gmail.com or call 301-332-0517. 
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ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
 

  We pray the 

Rosary before our 

meetings on the 

1st and 3rd Tues-

days of each month 

The Rosary is a 

proven, effective 

prayer in meeting 

individual and na-

tional needs 

Come and join us! 

Sick and Distressed: 

Leslie Ibáñez (wife of PGK 

Tony Ibáñez),  PGK Victor Kha-

yat, PGK Vince and Gledna Bu-

nag, Greg Curtin,  and those on 

the Seniors’ sick list (p. 11) 

Deceased: 
PGK Francis J. Cantrel, HLM 
Donald Tuozzo (member since 
1954) 
 
Pray for our ailing and de-
ceased members, families and friends, both those 
who are listed and those who are not. 

Remember Our Sick and Deceased 

The beginning of a new year is an 
opportune time to make resolutions.  
Have you made any yet?  Maybe the 
realistic question is, “Have you al-
ready broken some of them yet?” 

Here are 10 popular New Year’s 
resolutions from the internet along 
with some of my own: 

1.  Get in shape; for some of us this 
means to lose some weight, exercise 

more and staying fit; to stop smoking or eat healthier 
foods. 

2.  Stop procrastinating; I don’t know about you, but I’m 
going to put this off for yet another year!  

3.  Improve my prayer life; there’s an app for that!  I’ve 
been using the Laudate app.  The Laudate app claims it is 
the most downloaded Catholic app.  It has an immense 
library of prayers, devotions, daily readings, podcasts and 
Vatican documents.   

4.  Improve on a skill or develop a new hobby; maybe you 
want to lower your golf handicap or learn to bowl.  I’ve 
always wanted to____________________.  

5.  Be more thankful; God has blessed me in so many 
ways and sometimes I forget to thank Him for all of those 
things…usually because I’m too busy asking for some-
thing else.  

6.  Spend more time with the people that matter most; 
sometimes I get so busy working, keeping the house up or 
going to some meeting, I forget the ones I do these things 
for.  I’ve got to set aside more time to just be with them. 

7.  Reduce stress; in this sometimes hectic and seemingly 
crazy world, it’s easy to get swallowed up in the latest 

tragedy and worry all the time.  Cutting out those sources 
of stress or learning how to deal with them more effec-
tively means a more settled life. 

8.  Read more; with so much on the internet, TV and ra-
dio it’s easy for me to get lost in those.  Reading for pleas-
ure has become something of a lost art.  Think about the 
last book you read; I just read ____________ and it 
was very enjoyable. 

9.  Spend wisely; it’s so easy to spend money on things we 
really don’t need, buy on a whim or because we’re keep-
ing up with the Jones.  I just bought a _____________ 
and now that I reflect on that I’m thinking, “Do I really 
need that?” 

10.  Review your financial health; whatever your current 
situation, it’s always a good idea to take stock on a yearly 
basis. 

Now this last resolution I can definitely help you keep:  
Resolve to meet with me this year to update your Family 
Service Record and see where you stand.  Your financial 
health is critical to your family’s future security.  As your 
field agent I have so much more responsibility than a 
simple financial advisor or stock broker. We’ll take a look 
at your dreams, goals and aspirations and make sure 
you’re on track to make them become a reality.  Call me 
and schedule an appointment today.   

Vivat Jesus! 

Steve Upton 

Resolutions for the New YearResolutions for the New YearResolutions for the New YearResolutions for the New Year 

 Steve Upton, PGK, FDD 

ST EVE  UPT ON ,  GK,FDD 
Field Agent 

301-873-7450 cel l  
301-421-1430 off i ce 

steve.upton@kofc.org  
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Message on Religious Prejudice from the Supreme Knight 

There have been times in our country’s past when unin-
formed or prejudiced people questioned whether Catho-
lics could be good citizens or honest public servants.  
That’s why Father McGivney chose the name “Columbus” 
for our Order — because the discoverer was the Catholic 
figure from American history most admired and accepted 
at the time.  In fact, from our founding in 1882, until the 
election of Brother Knight John F. Kennedy in 1960, many 
still held that Catholics were unfit for public office.  
Throughout that time, the Knights of Columbus worked to 
counter such prejudice. 

Sadly, it seems that in some quarters, this prejudice re-
mains.  First, in 2017 a Notre Dame law professor was 
deemed unfit for a federal judgeship by a United States 
Senator who feared that “the dogma lives loudly within 
you.”  Now, two more senators have questioned a Brother 
Knight’s fitness for the federal bench precisely because 
our Order holds firm to the Church’s teachings on the 
sanctity of life and marriage. 

Attacks on the basis of our Catholic faith are hardly new.  
Our Order was formed amid a period of anti-Catholic big-
otry.  We stood against that then, and we do so now.  We 
have spoken out against persecution around the world for 
nearly a century.  Here at home we stood against the Ku 
Klux Klan, including its attempts to ban Catholic educa-
tion, and we published books on the black and Jewish 
contributions to America decades before the Civil Rights 
movement.  Recently, we stood with the Little Sisters of 
the Poor in their fight for religious liberty and have worked 
with both the Obama and Trump administrations — and 
both sides of the aisle in Congress — to help Christians, 
Yazidis and Shi’a Muslims targeted for genocide by ISIS. 

From our very beginning, the Knights of Columbus has 
been an organization adhering to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church.  As with the Church, our primary motiva-
tion in everything is Christ’s great commandment, that we 
love God completely and our neighbor as ourselves. 

As the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church 
explains, “Jesus Christ reveals to us that ‘God is love’ and 
He teaches us that ‘the fundamental law of human perfec-
tion, and consequently of the transformation of the world, 
is the new commandment of love.’” 

This love impels us to our great charitable endeavors on 
behalf of those in need.  From inner cities in the United 
States to refugee camps in the Middle East our Order’s 
donations over the last decade — more than one billion 
dollars and hundreds of millions of hours in volunteer 
work — are the result of this faith. 

These works of charity have practical impacts that trans-
form lives as we help people here at home and around 
the world.  Our charity helped typhoon victims in the Phil-
ippines rebuild their lives and livelihoods; it brought pros-
thetics and rehabilitation to thousands of Haitian youth 

after the earthquake there; it puts coats on poor, cold chil-
dren in some of our country’s most impoverished 
neighborhoods each winter; it gives wheelchairs to those 
who otherwise could not afford them in countries like Viet-
nam and Mexico; and it provides education, housing and 
medical care to AIDS orphans in Africa. 

This love also motivates us to stand with the Church on 
the important issues of life and marriage, precisely be-
cause the Church’s teaching reflects and is based on that 
love.  We stand with our Church because we believe that 
what our faith teaches is consistent with reason, is time-
less and transcends the changing sentiments of any par-
ticular time or place. 

We do not stand alone. 

In his first message to our international convention, Pope 
Francis asked “each Knight, and every Council, to bear 
witness to the authentic nature of marriage and the fam-
ily, the sanctity and inviolable dignity of human life, and 
the beauty and truth of human sexuality.” 

And our positions on life are not new.  My two predeces-
sors as supreme knight spoke out forcefully to defend the 
rights of the unborn. In 1973, Supreme Knight John 
McDevitt wrote that Roe v. Wade was “a mortal blow to all 
who consider human life sacred.”  He urged the Order to 
“to initiate or increase efforts to offset the harmful effects 
of this lamentable decision.” 

My immediate predecessor, Virgil Dechant, said in 1977: 
“With some 1.2 million unborn babies being killed by 
abortion each year in the United States alone, we are 
confronted with an outrage against human life paralleled 
only by the ravages of a bloody war.” 

Simply put, our positions are now, and have always been, 
Catholic positions. 

We must remember that Article VI of the U. S. Constitu-
tion forbids a religious test for public office, and the First 
Amendment guarantees our free exercise of religion, free-
dom of association and freedom of speech.  Any sugges-
tion that the Order’s adherence to the beliefs of the 
Catholic Church makes a Brother Knight unfit for public 
office blatantly violates those constitutional guarantees. 

Let us continue to express our love of God and neighbor 
by helping those in need and by standing with our 
Church, regardless of the popularity of doing so.  Let us 
remember that our “Christian witness is to be considered 
a fundamental obligation.” 

Remember also that, from our founding, we have embod-
ied the truth that a good Catholic is a good citizen who 
shows civility and dignity even in the face of prejudice. 

May the inspiration of our founder prompt us to greater 
confidence in that love and encourage us to even greater 
works of charity. 
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Hours:  Monday Thru Thursday 2-10 
Friday 2-Midnight, Saturday 2-11, Sunday 2-

Club News 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration  

Benefiting the 

Sisters Servants of the Lord  
  

Hosted by  

Montgomery County’s 
Ancient Order of Hibernians &  

Knights of Columbus Council    

Sunday March 17th  

2PM-7PM  

Rock Creek Mansion  
  

Heavy Appetizers • Soda Bread • Desserts  

Traditional Irish Dinner Buffet 

Select Draft Beer, Cider &  
Choice House Wine included  

Other spirits available 

Whiskey Tasting      Kids Activities 

          Live Traditional Music      Silent Auction 

           Culkin Irish Dancers    Fire Pit & Lawn Games 

Early bird through Feb 28th  at 

www.aohkoc.eventbrite.com  

Adults $35 • Child $15 • $100 Family  

  

Tickets at the door (if available): 

Adults $40 • Child $15  

  

Contact:  

Francis Moran: (301) 412-4266 or at 
fmoran.koc@gmail.com  

Mike Horan: mike_horanbros@yahoo.com   

Around the Lounge  
As we move into February Football will come to a close 
with the Super Bowl and we look forward to baseball.  But 
wait we have a defending champion in Washington the 
year.  Stop in for the Caps games and root our champs 
on to a repeat Stanley Cup. 

February 2nd  
The Council will be co-hosting 
The 18th Annual Winter Dance 
Party - Buddy Holly Tribute Show.  
There will be 9 fantastic bands 
from the area preforming on 2 
stages, upstairs and down. The 
show is being produced by the 
bands and tickets are available on 
line and at the door if not sold out.  

A portion of the food and beverage sales will go to help 
fund the Teachers Appreciation Program. 

February 3rd  
The lounge will be holding the annual 
Super Bowl Bash. Doors open at 5. 
$25 includes, open bar & Super Bowl 
Buffet. 

Live Music in February  

 

 

 

 
February 8th  
Back to the Beach- Beach Boys Tribute Band featuring 
Dave Phenicie 

February 15th  
Tom Blood & Late as Usual featuring the Up Late Horns 
Classic rock 

February 22nd  
New Wave Juke Box 
80's dance music 

 

 

February 23rd  
Trivia returns - Team competition / teams of up to 8 peo-
ple / $25 team entry fee. 

It’s your lounge.  Have fun. 

Lounge phone: 301-530-1628 
Mike Horan: 240-793-1169 
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Location : St. Mary’s Church, (Duke of Gloucester 
Street,  
                 Annapolis) 

Schedule: 
   4:30 pm – Youth rally 
   5:15 pm - Catholic Mass and Non-denominational  
                    Worship Service 
   6:30 pm - March to Lawyer’s Square 
   7:00 pm - Rally 
   8:00 pm - Chick-fil-A fellowship at St. Mary’s 

maryland  march for life 

March 13, 2017 

The Maryland March for Life is a family-friendly, peaceful 
and prayerful witness to life.  The keynote speaker will 
be Dr. Alveda King, who is the Director for Civil Rights 
for the Unborn and the niece of civil rights leader, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  The schedule of the events is: 

 

◊ Open Tournament format (non-rated play) 

◊ Three Sections - Grades K-2,  3-5,  6-8 

◊ Participants play four 25-minute long games. Tournament judge will decide winners 

of unfinished games based on strength of position or/and points 
◊ Individual and Team trophies awarded in each section 

◊ Kevin S. Nolan award for player who best demonstrates respect, spirit and fair play  
 

Players in Chess Clubs from area schools and individual entries are welcome. Event is 

well suited for beginners and players without much tournament experience 
 

$10.00 Fee - All proceeds to a local charity; pay upon arrival for registration 

Hot dogs and snack will be available. 
 

To register or for more information, send player’s name, grade and school name to: 

 Mike Houlihan (mhoulihan.kocrockcreekchess@gmail.com) 

Rock Creek Council’s  

Spring 2019 Scholastic Chess Tournament  

March 3, 2019 
Tournament begins at 12:00 

Noon 
Ends at 3:00 PM 

Registration opens at 11:30 AM 

Our Newest & Advancing Members 
Congratulations to our 12 newest members who took 
the Admissions (1st) Degree on December 18, 2018 — 
Joseph Norris of Holy Cross; Austin Davis, Grant Davis, 
Spencer Davis, Michael Fitzmaurice, and Guido Zuc-
coni of Holy Redeemer; Philip Sheridan of Our Lady of 
Lourdes; Garrett Gotlinger of Our Lady of Visitation; 
Ross Maradian, Davis Peterson, and Edward Tennant 
III of St. Jane de Chantal; and Joseph Fischetti. 

Welcome to the Council.  We hope you will attend some 
of the meetings and many events that the council con-
ducts.  It will make your membership meaningful, and 
you will associate with many fine Catholic men. 

We also congratulate those of our members who ad-
vanced to the 2nd and 3rd degrees of our Order. 

Taking the Formation (2nd) Degree on January 15 
were: Thomas Kestel and Franklin Price.  Great going 
guys. 

Taking the Knighthood (3rd) Degree on January 19 
were: Chris Grant, Michael Houlihan, Thomas Kestel, 
Jared Oldroto, and Franklin Price.  Congratulations! 
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REFLECTIONS  - JANUARY 
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

Bless the Mother, Kill the Child 
For several weeks at the end of each year, Catholics in 
America celebrate the beauty and joy of motherhood.  The 
liturgical feasts and biblical readings describe how God 
instilled hope by creating life in the wombs of virgins and 
barren women. 

On December 8, the Church honors the Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  She, who was des-
tined to become the Mother of God, was conceived in the 
womb of her mother, Anne, free from original sin, a pure 
vessel to bring forth the Savior of the World. 

Then, four days later, Catholics celebrate the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe.  On that date in 1531, the Blessed Vir-
gin appeared to 
Juan Diego and im-
printed on his tilma 
an image of herself, 
clothed in native 
garb that was 
adorned with Aztec 
pictoglyphs identify-
ing her as a preg-
nant virgin. 

On both feasts and 
on many other days 
preceding Christ-
mas, events in the 
lives of Mary and 
Elizabeth are told 
from the Gospel of 
Luke: An angel of 
the Lord appeared 
to Zechariah and 
said, “Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you shall name him John.”   Then, the An-
gel Gabriel appeared to Mary and said, “you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus,” and continued, “behold, Elizabeth, your relative, 
has also conceived* a son in her old age, and this is the 
sixth month for her who was called barren.”  Upon her 
cousin’s visit, “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, ‘Most 
blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb.’” 

These descriptions of divine events are complemented by 
Old Testament readings from Judges, Isaiah, and Samuel: 
“An angel of the Lord appeared to the woman [wife of 
Manoah] and said to her, Though you are barren and have 
had no children, you will conceive and bear a son”; they 
named him Samson.  The Lord gave King Ahaz a sign say-
ing, “the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
name him Emmanuel.”   And  Hannah said to the high 

priest Eli, “I prayed for this child [Samuel], and the Lord 
granted my request.” 

These narrations are preparatory to December 25, when 
Christians throughout the world observe the birth of Our 
Lord through Mary.  This most solemn of holydays is li-
turgically celebrated for eight days, ending on its octave of 
January 1, which the Roman Catholic Church designates 
as the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother 
of God.  The old year thus ends with the birth of Our Sav-
ior, and a new year begins with a celebration of Mary’s 
motherhood. 

But even as life is proclaimed, the shadow of death looms.  
On December 28, the 
Church remembers 
the Holy Innocents, 
the boys two years 
and younger who 
were ordered massa-
cred by Herod for his 
fear that the Lord 
would be an earthly 
king. 

Today, this heinous 
slaughter has been 
repeated daily since 
the U.S. Supreme 
Court legalized abor-
tion in 1973.  Some 60 
million children in 
America have been 
destroyed before 
birth, exterminated by 
acts of their mothers’ 
free will and abetted 

by an infrastructure of death.  No past society in the his-
tory of the world has ever tolerated such voluntary, mas-
sive destruction of its own people. 

The promotion of death is big business in the United 
States, with thousands of people making their living kill-
ing unborn babies.  It is not compassion for a distressed 
mother, but money that is the driving force.  The Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America, which performs more 
than one-third of all abortions in the nation, is abetted in 
its grizzly business by the federal government, having re-
ceived $544 million of taxpayer money in fiscal year 
2016-17.  With an outspoken advocate for abortion – 
sadly, a Catholic -- having been nominated to be Speaker 
of the U.S. House of Representatives, it is unlikely that 
federal support will decrease. 

After 46 years of battling legalized abortion, pro-life ef-
forts are bearing results.  The Center for Disease Control 

(Continued on page 12) 
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REFLECTIONS  - FEBRUARY 
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

Apocalypse 2019 or Not? 
On February 21-24, the leaders of the world’s bishops’ 
conferences and of the Eastern Catholic Churches will 
meet at the Vatican in order to deal with “the worldwide 
problem of the sexual abuse of minors.”  Pope Francis 
has declared this to be "one of the vilest and most hei-
nous crimes conceivable."  The meeting is a positive step, 
but as serious as pedophilia is, it is only part of a larger 
problem of clerical homosexual activity and sexual exploi-
tation of minors and adults.  Cases of clerical abuse have 
been reported throughout Europe, the United States, 
South America, India, the Philippines, Australia, and other 
locales. 

This, unfortunately, is only one of several global problems 
facing the Church.  A second is the extensive lack of doc-
trinal adherence and defection of Catholics from the 
Faith.  The Benedict XVI 
Centre for Religion and Soci-
ety found that in twelve of 
twenty-two European coun-
tries it surveyed, over half of 
young adults, 16-29 years of 
age, do not identify with any 
religion.  Among self-
proclaimed Catholics, the 
proportion that goes to Mass 
regularly is pitifully small.  In 
France, only 23% of young 
adults identify themselves as 
Catholic, and of these only 
10% attend Mass at least 
weekly.  The numbers are 
not more encouraging in 
Spain, Portugal and Ireland, all traditionally Catholic 
countries. 

The situation is similar in the United States.  According to 
the Pew Research Institute, while 21% of the U.S. popu-
lation claims to be Catholic, another 15% was raised 
Catholic but no longer consider themselves as such.  As 
dismal as this is, the problem runs deeper.  Only 23% of 
U.S. Catholics attend Mass weekly, states the Center for 
Applied Research in the Apostolate.  Further, many self-
identified Catholics want the Church to change its doc-
trines.  Six-in-ten, the Pew study found, hold that the 
Church should allow priests to marry, ordain women as 
priests, and permit divorced and remarried Catholics to 
receive Communion; nearly half say the Church should 
recognize the marriages of gay and lesbian couples.  The 
Church today exists in a culture where religious affiliation 
and church attendance are unimportant, and where many 
people want religious doctrine to accommodate societal 
trends. 

A third global issue is the persecution of Christians be-
cause of their faith.  The latest World Watch List from 

Open Doors reports that worldwide 215 million Christians 
currently face significant levels of oppression.  In 35 of 
the 50 countries on the list, “Islamic extremism remains 
the global, dominant driver of persecution” and religious 
conflict.  In India, violence and injustice are growing as a 
result of radical Hindu nationalism.  In China, the rulers 
want religion to be authentically Chinese and free from 
foreign control.  In North Korea, Christians are subjected 
to heinous brutality, including forced labor, starvation, and 
mandatory abortion.  A study by Aid to the Church in 
Need concludes that “the persecution of Christians is to-
day worse than at any time in history.”  

Can this be a modern-day apocalypse for the Catholic 
Church?  Will the worldwide spiritual and temporal prob-
lems it faces be fatal?  No, the Church has experienced 

severe crises in the past 
and survived – and will do 
so again. 

In the 16th century, the 
Church confronted compa-
rable, if not greater, prob-
lems.  The laity barely un-
derstood the Faith.  Priests 
were generally poorly edu-
cated, lax in their duties, 
and many led immoral 
lives.  Cardinals and bish-
ops were appointed by pa-
tronage, held significant 
temporal power and acted 
no differently than others of 

worldly authority.  There was no common liturgy, with ele-
ments of the Mass varying with local customs. 

In addition, there was the development and growth of 
Protestantism.  In 1517, Martin Luther publically chal-
lenged the practice of selling indulgences.  What began 
as an effort at church reform became a schism.  When 
the pope would not grant King Henry VIII an annulment, 
Parliament in 1534 recognized the King as head of the 
church in England.  By the 1560s, Northern Germany and 
Scandinavia were Lutheran, England was establishing a 
state church, France was in turmoil, and there were Prot-
estant inroads into Poland. 

Externally, a militarily aggressive and expanding Islamic 
Ottoman Empire threatened the existence of Christian 
Europe.  By 1541, Syria, Arabia, Palestine, Egypt, 
most of Hungary, and the entire coast of North Africa 
were under Ottoman control.  As the threat grew, the 
Christian princes were fighting among themselves.  The 
fall of Europe seemed inevitable. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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REFLECTIONS-AUGUST-JANUARY 
(Continued from page 9) 

But, it was not to be. 

A series of popes worked to reform the Church, stem the 
advance of Protestantism, and protect Europe.  In 1540, 
Pope Paul III established the Society of Jesus with ten 
members.  Forty years later, five thousand highly-educated 
Jesuits, who focused on reconstructing church life and 
teaching the Faith, were dealing with the ignorance and 
materialism of priests and laity around the world. 

The Council of Trent, which concluded in 1563, made nu-
merous pronouncements to clarify Catholic doctrine and to 
reform the internal discipline of the church.  When Pius V 
was elected in 1566, he saw to the completion of a Catho-
lic Catechism, arranged for a new Roman Breviary, regu-
larized the Roman rite of the Mass, made praying the Di-
vine Office obligatory, appointed cardinals and bishops by 
merit rather than patronage, insisted that priests wear cleri-
cal garb, reformed religious houses, and had the works of 
St. Thomas Aquinas taught in seminaries. 

In confronting the Protestant challenge, Pius V excommu-
nicated England’s Queen Elizabeth, removed eight French 
bishops for heresy, and disputed with Germany’s emperor 
and Poland’s king.  As a result, Poland, Bavaria, Austria 
and France were largely secured for Catholicism, although 
England and parts of Germany remained Protestant. 

To meet the Ottoman threat, Pius V organized a coalition 
of Catholic principalities as the Holy League, and put a 
Christian fleet into action to oppose a powerful Ottoman 
armada that was seeking to control the Mediterranean.  
The two navies met in an epic battle at Lepanto in 1571.  
The Ottomans were overwhelmingly defeated, thus stop-
ping their attempts at expansion for over a century. 
The Church not only survived an apocalyptic series of 
problems, but thrived.  No mere human institution could 
have endured the persecutions, heresies and scandals 
that the Catholic Church has withstood, not only in the 16th 
century, but over 2000 years.  God did not abandon His 
Church in the past, no matter how dire the circumstances 
and He will not do so now. 

recently reported that the number of abortions in the 
United States decreased 24% over the decade 2006-
2015, to an historic low.  However, there also is a dis-
turbing shift from surgical abortions to medication abor-
tions.  Since the Food and Drug Administration ap-
proved RU-486, commonly known as the abortion pill, in 
September 2000, medication abortions have increased to 
one quarter of all abortions. 

As abortifacients become easier to obtain – an increasing 
number of universities are making morning after pills 
available via campus vending machines -- more and 
more abortions will occur by simply “popping a pill.”  
There soon will be no need to go to an abortion clinic, 
face pro-life prayer warriors and counselors, possibly see 
graphic images or view an ultrasound picture, and un-
dergo a surgical procedure.  The woman will have less 
anxiety or feelings of guilt about taking a self-procured 
pill, as her actions will seem normal. 

The pro-life movement is faced with a new significant 
challenge.  As increasing numbers of abortions are done 
at earlier stages with pills, not only the hearts and minds, 
but the consciences of people must be formed to ac-
knowledge the existence and dignity of the human per-
son at the earliest stages of development and recognize 
the evils of abortion in all its forms.  With the low level of 
religious observance in America – one quarter of all 
adults have no religious affiliation, while only 23% of 
Catholics attend Mass each week -- this will not be easy 
to achieve, but must be done. 

America needs a religious revitalization.  There must be 
an endeavor by religious and laity to live one’s faith 
openly and fully in public, and to develop a societal rev-
erence for life.  But most importantly, there must be a 
concerted effort of prayer – to rededicate this nation to 
its patroness, Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, 
and to call upon that pregnant virgin, Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe, who has been declared Empress of the Americas.  
With prayer and faith, with Our Lady’s intercession to 
her Son, the nation’s culture can change, for as Our Lord 

REFLECTIONS-FEBRUARY 
(Continued from page 9) 

In the Maryland General Assembly 

Two life-threatening bills will be considered by the Mary-
land General Assembly in this legislative session.  Be alert 
and take action. 

Abortion Amendment - House of Delegates Speaker, 
Michael Busch, has announced he will propose and work 
for a proposed referendum that would enshrine abortion 
in the Maryland state constitution preventing enforce-
ment of any pro-life laws currently on the books and 
blocking any attempt to pass future pro-life legislation.  
This tactic is being used in several states to make abor-
tions at any stage of pregnancy legal immediately upon 
enactment and to prevent passage of any future pro-life 
laws if the U.S. Supreme Court were to overturn the 1973 

Roe v Wade decision. 

Assisted Suicide Bill – On January 29, the End of Life 
Option Act (Richard E. Israel and Roger “Pip” Moyer Act) 
was introduced into both houses of the Maryland Assem-
bly, as HB 399 and SB 311.  If passed, this would legalize 
physician-assisted suicide in Maryland.  Watch a docu-
mentary www.The DignityMandate.org, summarizes the 
issue.  A hearing on HB399 is scheduled for February 15, 
and for SB311 on February 19.  A coalition of pro-life 
groups, including the Maryland Catholic Conference, 
is working to defeat this dangerous legislation.  Mary-
land Right to Life will soon issue an action alert to con-
tact your legislators.  For the latest update , check 
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We had over 30 members and 
guests attend our annual elec-
tion meeting and party at the 
Oakville Grill and Lounge.  
Our guests were Msgr. Jack 
MacFarlane, Fr. Joe Perkins, 
Fr. Ryan Pineda, Br. Ed Ad-
ams, and Deacon Bob Hub-
bard.  This was our third, and 
presumably last, meeting at 
the Oakville Grill, as they will 
be closing because of a rent 
increase. 

Our special prayer were for PGK Vince and 
Glenda Bunag (who are visiting family in 
the Philippines), and my daughter-in-law 
Angela Waters who had recent surgery. 

We held our annual elections.  My ”high-
priced, get-out-the-vote committee” out-
spent all other candidates and I was re-
elected as president for the 29th consecu-
tive year.  Neil Dorian was reelected as vice 
president, and Helen Brennan as secretary. 

Many thanks to Carol Windsor for chairing 
this event.  Kudos also to to the rest of the 
“Fab 5”, Helen Brennan, Jean Gordan and 
Darlene Coleman.  Thank the, for without 
this dedicated group our events would 
cease. 

We will try to invite one or two 
Montgomery County Police 
Officers to future meetings. I 
am working with Bob Hubbard 
on this. 

Our next meeting is the St. 
Valentine’s Party.  See the no-
tice below.  Make your reserva-
tions early. 
 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 
AND OUR MILITARY! 

 
PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers remember: Eureka and 
Elizabeth Arcand, Dorothy Bush, Mau-
reen Collins, Kevin Dyer, Helen Fincut-
ter, Susan Gordon Garcia, Lois Gargano, 
Katharine Giodati, Bill Gordon, Joselyn 
Walter Graham , Marie Horan, Saunders 
Jacobsen, Alex Lee, Julia Marcus, James 
Marketos, Joe Murphy, Eugene O’Neill, 
Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, Fr. 
David Pollak, Joan Reed, Anne Ryan, 
Bridget Shanahan, Midge Shanahan, Glo-
ria Skapik, Pilar Stark, Estelle Stoltz, 
Stephanie Suff, Alex Swanke, Marge 
Swanke, Regina Walter, Barbara Waters, 
and Fran and Frank Zello. 

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

Council Leaders 

 

CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Mark Hughes—301-942-2333, x-109 
Deacon Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Joseph Doniger—240-566-2150 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Jon Schneider—301-279-0291 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Michael Houlihan—--410-707-8550 

 

WARDEN 
Ivan Galic—301-633-3998 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Douglas Yeatman—301-785-3747 

 

RECORDER 
John Daria—202-607-0688 

 

TREASURER 
Charles Gormly—202-669-0479 

 

ADVOCATE 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-728-1316 

 

INSIDE GUARDS 
Michael Naas, Sr..— 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Alex Lieb—301-233-0125 

 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year—Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

2-Year—Richard Heim—240-888-1240 
3-Year—Terence Ryan—301-693-6854 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Christopher Horan— 

 

FAITH ACTIVITIES  
Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Matthew Moran— 

 

LIFE ACTIVITIES 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
James Bergmann— 

 

RECRUITMENT COMMMITEE 

Richard Strachan— 
Alex Lieb—301-233-0125 

 

VOCATIONS CHAIRMAN 
Michael Houlihan—410-707-8550 

 

RETENTION CHAIRMAN 
Jon Schneider— 

 

LECTURER 
John Titus—301-445-8823 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew Flynn—301-942-8491 

 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES 

LOUNGE—301-530-1628 

KAY-CEE CLUB —301-530-0258 

RENTAL COORDINATOR 
Julie Carter—240-426-1220 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Membership 
Initiation Degree - Rock Creek will be 
hosting an Initiation Degree (First De-
gree) on February 19.  This is a good 
chance to have your son or grandson 
join the council.  Ask your candidate to 
arrive in the lounge at 7:00 pm.  The 
degree starts at 8:00 pm with dinner to 
follow.  

The degrees scheduled to be held at our 
council are: 

Admissions (1st) Degree: 
February 19, 2019 
April 16, 2019 

Bob Waters presenting a check for $3,000 from 
the Seniors’ Club to PGK James Schneider to 

support the seminarian program 
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Place 1st 
Class 
Stamp 
Here 

March CHATTER Deadline: 
February 22, 2019 

 

Rock Creek Council’s 

ROCK CREEK 

MANSION 

For more information, 
check the website 

www.rockcreekmansion.com 

Schedule a tour by calling 

Julie Carter 
240-426-1220 

A Private Party Site in the 
Heart of Bethesda 

 

Excellent location near the 
Capital Beltway, just north 

of NIH. 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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ROCK CREEK COUNCIL CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 
Buddy Holly 

Winter Dance 
Party 

3 
 

Super Bowl 
Bash 5 PM  

4 
 

5 
 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
Business Meet-

ing 

6 7 8 
 

Beach Boys 
Musical Tribute 

9 

 

10 
 
Seniors Valen-

tine’s Party 
1:00 PM 

11 

 
12 

 
13 

 

14 15 
 

Tom Blood & 
Late As Usual 
Classic Rock 

16 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 
Rosary 7:30 PM 

1st Degree 
8:00 PM 

20 
 

21 
 

O’Boyle Assem. 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Meeting 8:00 PM  

22 
 
New Wave Juke 

Box—80s 
Dance Music 

23 
 

Trivia Team 
Competition 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 28  

 
 
      
    

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    


