
Worthy brothers all, 

Check our new and improved web-
site, www.kof2797.org, which is a 
great resource to find out what is 
happening in and at your council.  
If you have suggestions for im-
provement, contact Brothers Ivan 
Galic and Matt Flynn, who have 
been working very hard on this 
project, at webmaster@kofc.org. 

If you haven’t already done so, 
please submit your e-mail to receive council alerts, late 
changes to council information, and last minute requests 
for help.   

Most recently, we had our second Chess Tournament of the 
year, a major undertaking by brother Mike Houlihan, go off 
without a hitch.  Good job Mike! 

And, without the efforts of Mike Horan, we wouldn’t have a 
council with all of its events.  Please ask Mike how you can 
help during a very busy Council calendar. 

I will see you all at the meetings . 

Joe, Joe, Joe, Joe, Grand Knight II 

Brother Knights, 

Sometimes it is good to hear about 
a success story just to keep a posi-
tive outlook on the world. In the 
early 1970’s, Bill Ryan had finished 
college and was hoping to make a 
positive impact on our world. He 
decided to join the Peace Corps in 
Togo West Africa. He worked on a 
well-digging project. During those 
two years, he met a young priest 
from Togo and he began thinking about becoming a priest. 
Maybe God was calling him to produce life giving water 
rather than just fresh water for a village. 

Thirty years later, Bill was an ordained priest for the Arch-
diocese of Washington and reconnected with that priest 
from Togo who was now Archbishop of Lomé, the capital of 
Togo. The invitation was made by the Archbishop to come 
back to Togo to open a missionary parish in a region that 
had never been catechized. People were still practicing 
their ancient tribal religions. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CHAPLAIN ’S  MESSAGE 
F R .  M A R K  H U G H E S  

Grand Knight Doniger 

Lent:Lent:Lent:Lent:    
A time of reparation and preparation A time of reparation and preparation A time of reparation and preparation A time of reparation and preparation 

through Prayer, Fasting, and Charity.  It through Prayer, Fasting, and Charity.  It through Prayer, Fasting, and Charity.  It through Prayer, Fasting, and Charity.  It 

begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6, and begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6, and begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6, and begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6, and 

ends Holy Saturday, April 20ends Holy Saturday, April 20ends Holy Saturday, April 20ends Holy Saturday, April 20    

LENTEN REGULATIONS 

Everyone between the ages of 14 and 60 is bound to: 

▪ Abstain from meat (no meat allowed) on Ash Wednesday, all Fridays in Lent, and 
Good Friday. 

▪ Fasting -- one full, meatless meal on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  Two 
other meatless meals may be taken, but together they should not equal another full 
meal.  Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids are allowed. 

▪ No one should dispense from these practices except for grave reasons, such as 
health, and some other penitential practice (such as praying a rosary, reading Scripture, 
or abstaining from television) should be substituted. 
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

Fr. Ryan accepted the challenge and now Our Lady of 
Guadalupe parish is over 12 years old and going strong. 
It is a 2 ½ hour drive (47 miles) north of Lomé over dirt 
roads. The parish has 5 main villages and is populated by 
small farmers and their families. Fr. Ryan has opened 7 
schools, medical clinics, dug fresh water wells, built a big 
church, established 13 evangelization centers and re-
ceived thousands of converts into the Catholic faith. 

This is true missionary work that our church has been 
doing for 20 centuries. This is how the church has grown 
to be the universal intuition that has over 1 billion mem-

bers. This is how the Holy Spirit has advanced the Gospel 
of Jesus to bring salvation to our world. This is what our 
faith is about. Success and great results are hard to find 
these days. Our Lady of Guadalupe parish in Togo is a 
clear example of both. You can learn more at togomis-
sionparish.org. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Sincerely, 

Fr. HughesFr. HughesFr. HughesFr. Hughes 

The Cardinal O'Boyle Assembly is hosting a Day of Recol-
lection given by our Faithful Friar, Fr. Ryan Pineda, on 
Saturday, March 30, from 1 pm to 6:30 pm at Holy Re-
deemer Church, lower Chapel.   This event is free and is 
open to all men and women, especially members of our 
assemblies, councils, and parishes.  Registration begins at 
1:0 pm. 

The next Assembly Business meeting is on Thursday, 
March 21, to be held in the Emerald Room in Father 
Rosensteel Council at Forest Glen.  Rosary will begin at 
7:30 pm and the business meeting at 8 pm.  Following the 
meeting, there will be a social with free meal and bever-
age. 

The Episcopal Ordination of Auxiliary Bishops Muhm 
and Coffey, for the Archdiocese of Military Services, 
which is a Provincial Event, will take place on Monday, 
March 25, beginning 2 pm at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 

The Founder's Day Mass & Awards Dinner will be held on 
Sunday, March 31.   Mass will begin at 2 pm at Mount 
Calgary Catholic Church in Forestville, and the Awards 
Dinner will follow in XPS Building in Forestville/District 
Heights.  cCost is $15 per person or $25. Per couple with 
reservations no later than March 17. 

The semi-annual exemplification of the 
Fourth Degree is Saturday, April 6, at St. 
Mary of the Mills, Msgr. Kessler Parish 
Center in Laurel.  His Excellency, Most 
Reverend Mario Dorsonville, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Washington, 
will be the honoree of the degree.  Regis-
tration of candidates begins at 9:30 am, and the Exempli-
fication begins at 11 am sharp!  Candidates should dress 
in dark suit or sport jacket, bring their 3rd Degree Mem-
bership card and Rosary.  The $70 fee charged each can-
didate and deacon pays for a luncheon ticket, social bald-
ric, lapel pin, and processing cost.  Candidates may regis-
ter online at https://www.awddistrict.org/ 

The Archdiocese of Washington District (AWD) Day at 
the Ballpark (Nationals Park) is Sunday, June 23, 2019.  
Price is $17.00 which pays for admission ticket.  Our 
group will sit in right field.  First pitch is 1:35 pm.  Make 
reservations by May 23. 

For more information or to join the Fourth Degree, please 
contact SK Neil Dorian at 301-237-0552, neildori-
ankc@yahoo.com. 

Neil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SK    
Past Faithful Navigator 

Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle Assembly, No. 386  

Council Award 

District Deputy Bill Newbrough presented the Council with 
the Columbian Award for the past Columbian Year.  Grand 
Knight Joe Doniger accepted on behalf of the Council. 

The Columbian Award is given to  councils which exhibit, 
through their programs and events, a focus on Culture of 
Life, Youth, Family, the Council, service to the Community 
and the Church. 

Well done, Gentlemen! 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT 

Worthy Brother Knights and Friends,  

One of the most enjoyable tasks assigned to any District 
Deputy, is the honor of welcoming new members to our 
Order.  And during my “Welcome to the Knights” remarks 
at the end of each 1st degree, I issue a challenge to each 
new member.  I ask them to educate themselves with re-
gard to the history and good works of the Knights of Co-
lumbus. 

In my own journey as a Knight, a fuller understanding of 
this history and an appreciation of the charitable works of 
the Knights has challenged and strengthened my resolve 
to serve others by putting my faith into action.  Part of the 
education process of any new Knight should include an 
appreciation and greater understanding of the life of our 
founder Fr. Michael J. McGivney.   

Especially during the month of March in which we cele-
brate “Founder’s Day” – the day on which the Connecticut 
state legislature approved the Knights of Columbus Char-
ter on March 29, 1882, we should celebrate and honor the 
life of this holy priest.  This year the Maryland State Coun-
cil will celebrate Founder’s Day on March 31 at Mt. Cal-
vary Catholic Church 6700 Marlboro Pike Forestville MD 
at 2 pm.   

For any student of the life of Fr. McGivney, I suggest 
three resources:  1) the Supreme website www.kofc.org 
that lists many important facts of the life of Fr. McGivney 
2) The Father McGivney Guild website at 
www.fathermcgivney.org, and 3) the book Parish Priest – 
Father McGivney and American Catholicism by Douglas 
Brinkley and Julie Fenster. 

I can not overstate the importance and value of this amaz-
ing work by two nationally recognized award winning his-
torians.  In reading an interview with Doug Brinkley follow-
ing  the publishing of the book, I was intrigued by his 
statement “He is a priest you would want to know today.”  
Author Julie Fenster then goes on to say “Father McGiv-
ney lived for others.  That is his story…..he lived with a 
sense of balance, which is well worth pondering.  He 
knew just where all that was within him belonged, in rela-
tion to all that was around him.”.   I love that line.    

And as the great grandson of Irish immigrants and a great 
grandmother who lost her husband in the largest mining 
disaster in our nation’s history, I can tell you that what 
was around young Michael McGivney was hard times.  
The lives of many Catholic immigrants of the mid to late 
19th century were fraught with dangerous working condi-
tions, poor health and institutionalized prejudice.  For in-
stance, in the 1800’s Catholics could not purchase land in 
Connecticut.  And they were expected to pay the tax that 
supported the Congregational Church – the official church 
of the state at that time.  Episcopalians, Baptists and 
Quakers were exempt from this tax.   

As the eldest of 13 children born to two poor Irish immi-
grant parents, Fr. McGivney’s life was not easy.  His fa-
ther worked as a molder in a Connecticut brass mill.  Mi-
chael left school at 13 to work in a local spoon factory to 
help support his family.  Even his path to holy orders was 
difficult. 

He entered a seminary at 16, joining the Jesuits at St. 
Mary’s College in Montreal, Quebec.  However, following 
the death of his father in June 1873, he was forced to 
leave the seminary to help raise his siblings.  He later re-
sumed his studies at St. Mary’s seminary in Baltimore MD 
and was ordained a priest by Archbishop James Gibbons 
on December 22nd, 1877  in Baltimore’s Basilica of the As-
sumption.  

By this time, the young Fr. McGivney had learned a num-
ber of hard lessons.  He learned that the untimely death of 
a parent and bread winner can be devastating to a family.  
He understood the importance of the family as the very 
foundation of the Church and Community.  His first priority 
was to strengthen families – both spiritually and finan-
cially.  In a sense, he was far ahead of his time, relying on 
the laity to advance his vision of compassion and Chris-
tian charity.   

During the celebration of the 134th anniversary Mass hon-
oring the founding of the Knights of Columbus, Fr. John 
Paul Walker, pastor of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven 
Connecticut said, “He saw untapped potential and pro-
vided leadership.  He encouraged others to live for the 
Lord Jesus and his Church.  He led them to be outward 
looking, encouraging these men to live their lives for oth-
ers, the most needy.” 

The Supreme website goes on to say, “Beyond charitable 
works, Father McGivney wanted each Knight’s heart and 
mind attuned to greater love of God and his Son, both 
within the Church and within the family. This emphasis on 
love of God is Father McGivney’s spiritual legacy. 

 Through the Knights, Father McGivney sought to 
form Catholic men into good spouses and fathers. He has 
become known as Apostle to the Young and Defender of 
Christian Family Life. He saw strong families as the foun-
dation of his parish, of the Church and of society at large. 
He was convinced that the Catholic layman had a unique 
role in influencing society and promoting the values found 
in what Pope John Paul II has since named the Culture of 
Life and the Civilization of Love.”   

May we ever honor and follow the example of this holy 
priest, Fr. Michael J. McGivney. 

Vivat Jesus! 

William Newbrough 
District Deputy No. 18 
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March comes in like a lion and goes 
out like a lamb.  Just like the 
weather in March, life changes rap-
idly.  

As a member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus, you have access to a profes-
sionally trained field agent who can 
help you and your family plan for 
life’s eventualities. 

Your Knights of Columbus field 
agent has the tools, expertise and products to address 
your concerns and needs.  By sitting with your agent and 
answering a few questions about your current financial 
situation, your agent can generate an accurate report of 
your financial needs in the event of death, disability, 
long-term care, retirement or university funding.  This 
comprehensive review will identify areas in your financial 
plan where you are on-track and areas that may need at-
tention.  It is a complimentary benefit, available through 
your Knights of Columbus field agent to members and 
their families. This review is provided in the comfort of 
your home and is, of course, confidential. 

The Knights of Columbus offers a complete portfolio of 
top-quality products to our members and their eligible 
family members. 

Permanent Life Insurance – Insure Your Life for Life 

Term Life Insurance – Affordable Protection for Tem-
porary Needs 

Retirement Annuities – Give Yourself a Paycheck for 
the Rest of Your Life. Guaranteed. 

Long-Term Care Insurance – Protect Your Assets. 
Prepare for the Future.  

Disability Income Insurance – Shield Your Income 
from Illness and Injury 

In addition to our line of products, the Knights of Colum-

bus provides extensive services to members and their 
families: 

Survivor Benefits 

Our agents are there for members and their families to 
help them in the aftermath of the loss of a loved one. 

Fraternal Benefits 

In addition to our products, the Knights of Columbus of-
fers Family Fraternal Benefits that can help our members 
facing unique needs.  Many of these benefits are unique 
to the Knights of Columbus and some are free.  These 
benefits include: guaranteed life insurance benefits for 
uninsurable children; death benefits available for still-
born or miscarried children; orphan benefits; and mem-
ber/spouse accidental death benefits. 

It is a great honor and privilege that I am blessed to be a 
Field Agent for the Knights of Columbus.  I take the 
charge from Fr. McGivney very seriously that we offer 
financial asset protection to our members and families.  I 
am also so very grateful for the trust our members have 
placed in the Knights and me to assist with this protec-
tion.   

As we continue through 2019, I ask you to make two com-

mitments.  First, make an appointment with me to review 

your personal financial solution. Second, encourage your 

brother Knights to do the same.  Contact me today to see 

how we can prepare your financial future for any storm. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Steve Upton 

Some of Your Fraternal BenefitsSome of Your Fraternal BenefitsSome of Your Fraternal BenefitsSome of Your Fraternal Benefits 

 Steve Upton, PGK, FDD 

ST EVE  UPT ON ,  GK,FDD 
Field Agent 

301-873-7450 cel l  
301-421-1430 off i ce 

steve.upton@kofc.org  

Checkout Our New Website 

The Council’s website has been redesigned 
for ease of use with connections to many 
types of useful information.  The url address 
remains the same :  
https://www.kofc2797.org.  

Try it, you’ll like it! 

Thank you Matt Flynn and Ivan Galic for 
making this a reality. 

GK Joe Doniger celebrating his Birthday 
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Our Newest & Advancing Members Day of Reflection 
The Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly will be hosting a re-
treat/day of reflection (Reflection on the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son and God’s Mercy) on Saturday 
March 30th at 1:00 pm.  Our Friar, Fr. Ryan Pineda, 
will lead the retreat, which will be held at Holy Re-
deemer Church. 

The schedule is: 
• 1:00 – 1:15 Registration 

1:15 – 2:00 Talk 1: The Prodigal Son (and the 
Elder brother) 
2:00 – 2:45 Talk 2: The Merciful Father 
2:45 – 3:00 Break 
3:00 – 3:30 Talk 3: Repentance and Forgiveness 
3:30 – 4:15 Small group discussion 
4:15 – 5:15 Adoration, Rosary and Confession 
5:30  – Mass 

• 6:30 -- Reception 

It is open to all members of the Knights of Columbus.  
For more information, contact FN Russell Sutton at rus-
sell.r.sutton@gmail.com or call 301-332-0517. 

Congratulations to our 5 newest members who took the 
Admissions (1st) Degree on February 19 Brian Staudt 
of Holy Redeemer, Ashton Williamson of Holy Cross, 
Anderw Veith and John Veith of St. Mary’s in Rockville, 
and James Powell. 

Welcome aboard.  We look forward to seeing you at 
future meetings, and hope you will avail yourselves of 
the many activities and befits of the Order. 

Taking the Formation (2nd) Degree on February 28 
were: Brian Staudt and Ashton Willimson.  Great going 
guys. 

A Knighthood (3rd) Degree is scheduled for April 6.  For 
more information or to apply, contact SK Neil Dorian at 
neildoriankc@yahoo.com or 301-237-0552. 

Initiation Degree - Rock Creek will be hosting an Initia-
tion Degree (First Degree) on April 16.  This is a good 
chance to have your brother, son or grandson join the 
council.  Ask your candidate to arrive in the lounge at 
7:00 pm.  The degree starts at 8:00 pm with dinner to 
follow.  

RRRROCKOCKOCKOCK  C C C CREEKREEKREEKREEK  S S S SENIORSENIORSENIORSENIORS     
    

ST. PATRICK’S DAYST. PATRICK’S DAYST. PATRICK’S DAYST. PATRICK’S DAY    

LUNCHEON AND MEETINGLUNCHEON AND MEETINGLUNCHEON AND MEETINGLUNCHEON AND MEETING    

      Sunday, March 31Sunday, March 31Sunday, March 31Sunday, March 31    

1:00 PM1:00 PM1:00 PM1:00 PM————3:00 PM3:00 PM3:00 PM3:00 PM    

Rock Creek Council Rock Creek Council Rock Creek Council Rock Creek Council     

Irish EntertainmentIrish EntertainmentIrish EntertainmentIrish Entertainment    

Catered  Luncheon Catered  Luncheon Catered  Luncheon Catered  Luncheon   
  Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner  Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner  Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner  Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner    

includesincludesincludesincludes    
Salad and DessertSalad and DessertSalad and DessertSalad and Dessert    

** Food allergies?  Let us know by March 28**** Food allergies?  Let us know by March 28**** Food allergies?  Let us know by March 28**** Food allergies?  Let us know by March 28**    

$20 per person$20 per person$20 per person$20 per person        $2 cash bar$2 cash bar$2 cash bar$2 cash bar    

Paid reservations a must by March 28Paid reservations a must by March 28Paid reservations a must by March 28Paid reservations a must by March 28    

Make checks payable to “Rock Creek Seniors”  and mail to:  

 Marcie Pekar, 9307 Adelaide Drove, Bethesda, MD 208 17 
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ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
 

  We pray the 
Rosary before our 

meetings on the 

1st and 3rd Tues-

days of each month 

The Rosary is a 

proven, effective 

prayer in meeting 

individual and na-

tional needs 

Come and join us! 

Charity Chess Tournament 

The Knights of Columbus hosted its Spring 2019 Semi-
Annual Scholastic Charity Chess Tournament at the Rock 
Creek Mansion on March 3.   There were 90 players who 
participated from over 20 local schools.  After, expenses, 
over $1,000 was raised for local charity.  The winners 
were: 

      Team Champions:  1st – North Chevy Chase; 2nd – 
 Woods Academy; 3rd – Veirs Mill Elementary 

      Overall Grand Prize Winner, Andrew Faustini, St. 
 Louis (Clarksburg), 1st Grade 

      K-2nd Grade Section:  1st – Declan Droscoll, St. Jane de 
 Chantal; 2nd – Matthew Dolan, Woods Academy; 
 3rd – Evan Rhoman, Veirs Mill 

     3rd – 4th Grade Section: 1st – Cyrus Charowhas, NCC; 
 2nd – Alexander Lanzo, NCC; 3rd – Gregory Lanzo, 
 NCC 

      5th Grade Section: 1st - Pavan Bengheri, NCC;  2nd – 
 Nicholas Chong, Woods Academy;  3rd -    Victoria 
 Zhong, Veirs Mill 

      6th – 8th Grade Section: 1st – Declan Healy, St. Raph
 ael; 2nd – Patrick Dufour, Mater Dei; 3rd – Jeremy 
 Gee, Silver Creek MS 

      Nolan Sportsmanship Award: Pierce Bennett, Woods 
 Academy, 4th Grade 

Thanks to our volunteers from the Knights of Columbus 
who helped, including Grand Knight Joe Doniger 
(awards), Mike Horan and John Schneider (concessions), 
Wesley Chin (reception and judging), Bob Metzler 
(judging and scoring), Andrew McDonald (photographs), 
and Mike Houlihan (organization), as well as non-KoC 
parent-volunteers Chad Charowhas, Magalie N'Dri – 
Idibo, and Jim (scoring).  Thanks also to Julie Carter, 
Mansion Event Coordinator, for her support and help. 

Mike HoulihanMike HoulihanMike HoulihanMike Houlihan    
Chairman 

Sick and Distressed: 

Leslie Ibáñez (wife of PGK Tony 

Ibáñez),  PGK Victor Khayat, 

PGK Vince and Glenda Bunag, 

Greg Curtin,  Angela Waters 

(daughter-in-law of Bob Wates), 

Joan Nalls, and those on the 

Seniors’ sick list (p. 11) 

Deceased:l 
Helen Fincutter (wife of the late 
PGK Joseph Fincutter), and 
Hilda Kiss (mother of Al Kish) 

Pray for our ailing and deceased members, families 
and friends, both those who are listed and those who 
are not. 

Remember Our Sick and Deceased 

   Rental Corner 

We are gearing up for a fun-filled spring and summer of rentals, including a birth-
day parties,  Cinco De Mayo celebration,  bar and bat mitzvahs, and a number of 
lovely weddings.  We are steadily booking in 2020.  Believe it or not, bar and bat 
mitzvahs book two years ahead of time.  And we have many of these scheduled. 

Remember, Rock Creek Council members get a huge rental discount! 

 

                                         Julie Buckingham Carter 

Event Coordinator 
 

cell phone: 240-426-1220,  
email: rcmansion@gmail.com 

website: www.rockcreekmansion.com 
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Rock Creek’s Charity Chess Tournament in Photos 

Photos by Andrew McDonald 
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Hours:  Monday Thru Thursday 2-10 
Friday 2-Midnight, Saturday 2-11, Sunday 2-

Club News 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration  

Benefiting the 

Sisters Servants of the Lord  
  

Hosted by  

Montgomery County’s 
Ancient Order of Hibernians &  

Knights of Columbus Council    

Sunday March 17th  

2PM-7PM  

Rock Creek Mansion  
  

Heavy Appetizers • Soda Bread • Desserts  

Traditional Irish Dinner Buffet 

Select Draft Beer, Cider &  
Choice House Wine included  

Other spirits available 

Whiskey Tasting      Kids Activities 

          Live Traditional Music      Silent Auction 

           Culkin Irish Dancers    Fire Pit & Lawn Games 

Early bird through Feb 28th  at 

www.aohkoc.eventbrite.com  

Adults $35 • Child $15 • $100 Family  

  

Tickets at the door (if available): 

Adults $40 • Child $15  

  

Contact:  

Francis Moran: (301) 412-4266 or at 
fmoran.koc@gmail.com  

Mike Horan: mike_horanbros@yahoo.com   

Live Music in March  

March 15th  
Tom Blood & Late as Usual featuring the Up Late Horns 
Classic rock, 8:30 pm - midnight, $5 band donation 

March 29th  
Dave & The Keepers 
8:30 pm - midnight, $5 band donation 

March 30th 
Zimmerman Telegram, with special guest Anna Zimmer-
man; and a special performance by 
Julie Carter & Friends 

Lounge phone: 301-530-1628 
Mike Horan: 240-793-1169 

Friday Family Fish Fry 
Lenten Fridays in the Lounge 

(closed Good Friday) 6 pm to 9ish 
 

Homemade Cream of Crab Soup $7 

Garden or Caesar Salad $5 

Fish & Chips w/ fries & slaw $12 

2 Crab Cake Platter  w/ fries & slaw   $18 

Garlic Shrimp Pasta $15 

Grand Knights Platter (Shrimp,  
                 Crab Cake & Fish Combo) $22 

DGK Platter (Crab & Fish Combo) $19 

8 Fried Jumbo Shrimp  w/ fries & slaw $16 

Crab Cake Sandwich w/ fries & slaw      $10 

Staeamed Spiced Shrimp   ½ Pound     $10 

                                             1  Pound     $18 

Basket of Fries $5 

Basket of Hush Puppies $5 

Cheese Pizza (12 inch)  $8 

        For Those 13 & Below: 

Pasta (Marinara or butter sauce) $5 

Chicken Tenders  (3) w/ fries $6 

Fried Shrimp (3) w/ fries  $6 

Hot Dog & Fries $3 

Side of Cole Slaw $3 

Small Fries $3  



March 2019 The Knight Chatter  Page 9 

Visit the State Website at www.kofc-md.org 

REFLECTIONS  
Lawrence P. Grayson, FDD, PGK, PFN 

If Catholics Were Faithful 
"All the evils of the world are due to lukewarm Catholics," 
said Pope St. Pius V.  While the events of the past several 
weeks demonstrate the truth of this statement, it may be 
more accurate to say they are due to apostatizing Catho-
lics, that is, to those who abandon, reject or stray from the 
tenets of their faith. 

With actions in several states to legalize late-term abor-
tion, the Born Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act 
was recently introduced in the U.S. Congress.  The bill 
would not restrict a woman’s ability to have an abortion 
nor affect any health care she may require.  Rather, it 
states that if a child is born alive following an abortion – 
and is now an independent human being outside of its 
mother’s womb -- that it be given the same degree of 
medical care to preserve its life and health as would be 
given to any other newborn. 

The bill faced severe opposition.  First, Patty Murray, a 
Catholic, blocked a vote in the Senate.  Then, under the 
leadership of Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, a 
Catholic, a vote on 
the measure was 
blocked seven times 
in the House of Rep-
resentatives.  When a 
vote finally was taken 
in the Senate on Feb-
ruary 25 to break a 
filibuster, it was de-
feated with 10 Catho-
lics voting against 
the bill. 

One of those Catho-
lics was Sen. Tim 
Kaine of Virginia, 
who was quickly 
criticized by Bishop 
Barry C. Knestout of 
the Diocese of Richmond and Arlington Bishop Michael F. 
Burbidge.  They said that the outcome was “appalling and 
beyond comprehension,” and that they were “outraged” 
that the state’s two senators “voted against this critical 
lifesaving legislation.” 

These are not the only high-profile political office holders 
who profess to be Catholic, while opposing the Church’s 
teachings.  They are only the latest ones who have taken 
prominent action. 

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, a professed Catholic, 
recently signed The Reproductive Health Act into law, 
which allows abortions to be performed throughout a 
woman’s entire pregnancy, permits non-physicians to 
perform them, and removes all criminal penalties for the 

procedure.  In a display of arrogance, Cuomo signed the 
act on January 22, the anniversary of the enactment of 
Roe v. Wade, and celebrated by having the World Trade 
Center bathed in pink lights. 

Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo, who identifies as 
Catholic, is supporting an abortion bill similar to that of 
New York, which recently was introduced into the state’s 
House of Delegates. 

In Maryland, where abortion is already legal throughout a 
woman’s pregnancy, the speaker of the state’s House of 
Delegates, Michael Busch, introduced a bill to enshrine 
abortion as a woman’s right in the state constitution, 
which would preclude any laws to restrict abortion from 
being passed in the future.  Busch is a cradle Catholic who 
left the faith a few years ago.  With strong public opposi-
tion, Busch withdrew the bill on February 23, but said he 
would reintroduce it next year when the reaction to the 
New York law diminishes. 

In Virginia, Delegate 
Kathy Tran, a pro-
claimed Catholic, 
introduced a bill to 
allow abortion, even, 
she said, when a 
woman is in labor 
and about to give 
birth.  The state gov-
ernor, a non-Catholic 
and pediatric neu-
rologist, commenting 
on the bill, said that 
if a “severely de-
formed or otherwise 
non-viable” child was 
delivered “a discus-
sion would ensue 
between the physi-
cians and the 

mother” to consider possible termination options.  Hence, 
even infanticide would be allowed as a medical option 
under a bill proposed by a Catholic. 

But this is no less draconian than a child who survives a 
failed abortion, is not given medical care and allowed to 
die.  Abortion is a violent and brutal act, conducted by 
people who are willing to kill children, not only in the 
womb, but increasingly after being delivered alive. 

Pope Francis recently said, “Last century, the whole world 
was scandalized by what the Nazis did to purify the race.  
Today, we do the same thing but with white gloves.”  How 
has humanity become so degraded that children in the 
womb are routinely killed and treated as disposable?  

(Continued on page 10) 
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How can physicians who have taken the Hippocratic Oath 
to do no harm ignore the cries of a newborn infant who 
needs their attention?  How have mothers gotten to the 
point where the quality of their lives is more important 
than life itself for their children? 

Nancy Pelosi typifies the attitude of too many Catholic 
politicians.  In an interview a few years ago, she stated: “I 
grant the Church where they are on abortion.  That’s where 
they are, that’s where they have to be.  But my faith isn’t 
about what their position is.” 

Sen. Tim Kaine expressed a similar view, stating: “I’ve 
taken a position which is quite common among Catholics.  
I’ve got a personal feeling about abortion, but the right role 
for government is to let women make their own decisions.”  
This attitude of misguided toleration that too many Catho-
lic politicians express is embraced because it imposes no 
obligation on them to publicly live the faith, and does not 
interfere with their drive for political success. 

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson recently wrote, “I do not 
see how it is possible to build a culture of life in America as 
long as our elected officials harden their hearts to the cries 
of unborn children.”  The way forward is clear. 

Pope Francis in his exhortation, Gaudete et Exsultate, 
stated, “Our defense of the innocent unborn needs to be 
clear, firm and passionate, for at stake is the dignity of a 
human life, which is always sacred.” 

Responding to that call, Carl Anderson declared: “You will 
not see a reed bending here…On this issue [of life] we will 
not yield.  We will never give in.  The Knights of Columbus 
will never abandon the field.”  Neither should any faithful 
Catholic. 

REFLECTIONS 
(Continued from page 9) 

Alert: Maryland General Assembly 

Physician Assisted Suicide Approved by Mary-
land House 
The Maryland House of Delegates passed the End of Life 
Option Act (Richard E. Israel and Roger “Pip” Moyer 
Act).  It is expected that it will be voted upon in the Sen-
ate very soon.  If passed, a conference committee would 
settle any differences that may arise between the two 
chambers.  The unified bill would then go to the gover-
nor for signature.  If he vetoes it, a three-fifths vote of 
each chamber is necessary to override the veto.  The 
bishops in Maryland, as well as pro-life groups, strongly 
oppose this legislation. 

Your voice is needed to defeat this measure. Keep abreast 
of what is happening and what you can do through the 
Catholic Advocacy Network at 
www.mdcatholic.org/joincan and Maryland Right to Life 
at www.mdrtl.org. 
 
A Temporary Victory 
On February 8, Maryland House of Delegates Speaker 
Michael Busch introduced legislation that would put to 
the voters in 2020 a proposed amendment to Maryland's 
constitution that would enshrine a woman’s "right" to an 
abortion.  There was strong and immediate opposition, 
and on February 23, he withdrew the bill.  Busch, how-
ever, said he would reintroduce the bill next year. 

Pro-Life Prayer Vigil 
LeRoy Carhart, a late-term abortionist who kills babies in 
the womb up to the point of birth, is located in the Medical 
Building at Wildwood Shopping Center on Old Georgetown 
Road.  Several prayer initiatives are underway to drive this 
business out of Maryland. 

The 40 Days for Life prayer vigil is being held outside his 
facility daily during Lent, from 7 AM to 7 PM.  For more 
information about the 40 Days for Life campaign, contact 
Jill Gadwood, 40DaysBethesda@gmail.com. 

In addition, a more intense sidewalk vigil and public educa-
tion campaign is being held each Monday from 9 AM to 11 
AM, year-round.  For details about the Monday morning 
vigils, contact Dick Retta at dickretta61@verizon.net or 
301 538 2500. 

And on the first Sunday of the month from 1:00-2:00 PM, 
Msgr. Edward Filardi, pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes Par-
ish, leads a prayer session. 

Please join the group, and rid our area of this evil. 

Council Member HonoredCouncil Member HonoredCouncil Member HonoredCouncil Member Honored    

The Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle 
Assembly has honored Rock 
Creek’s Past Grand Knight Neil 
Dorian.  A Past Faithful Naviga-
tor of the Assembly, Neil was 
chosen as Knight-of-the-Month 
for March.  The citation reads: 

“Our Assembly is blessed to 
have such a hard-working dedi-
cated Sir Knight.  Worthy Sir 
Knight Neil Dorian, PGK, PFN is a very active Sir Knight 
and he is a Past Faithful Navigator of the Cardinal 
O’Boyle Assembly.  Sir Knight Dorian participates in 
many call outs of our Color Corps and supports our as-
sembly in many ways aand is currently our Faithful Trus-
tee.  Sir Knight Dorian is or Assembly Liaison to Rock 
Creek Council 2797 and a Past Grand Knight of Rock 
Creeek Council.  Sir Knight Dorian has done so much for 
our assembly, his council, and the Knights.  If I had to 
list all of the things he does for our Assembly I would 
quickly run out of room in the newsletter.  He is always 
thre to helo out as he has faithfully done over so many 
years.” 

Congratulations, Neil, for you selfless dedication and 
continual service to the Knights.  Rock Creek Council is 
proud to call you our brother and member. 
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We had 40 members and 
guests attend our annual St. 
Valentine’s Party and Meet-
ing.  Our guests were Msgr. 
Jack MacFarlad, Fr. John 
McKay, Fr. Ryan Pineda, Fr. 
Joe Perkins, Fr. Keith Burney. 
Br. Ed Adams, Deacon Bob 
Hubbard, and the Four Day-
tones Barber Shoppers. 

Many thanks to Feryal Bara-
rat who chaired this event.  
Also thank the “Fab 5”.  Great job, ladies!  
Our appreciation also goes to Mike Horan 
for the catering. 

Our special ladies for this year as “Our Val-
entine Sweethearts” were Willy Cruz Lee 
and Feryal Bararat.  The Daytones gave 
each a special card and a rose and then 
serenaded them with “love songs.”  Lots of 
fun! 

Our St. Pat’s Party and Meeting will be on 
March 31.  If I am still in Florida (alas, poor 
me), our VP Neil Dorian will run the 
“show.”  Please send your reservations in 
early, so Mike Horan can order enough 
food.  If anyone is on a special diet, contact 
Helen Brennan. 

Congratulations to our new members Ruth 
Higgins and her daughter Marie Priest.  

Welcome aboard! 

Our special prayers were said 
for American Legion members 
Bob Allen and Ken Gaines who 
died, for Charlie Higgins who 
also died, and for our longtime 
member Helen Fincutter who 
died at 101-1/2.  We also prayed 
for my daughter-in-law Angela 
Waters who had a kidney re-
moved and for Joan Nalls who 
is ill. 

 
GOD BLESS AMERICA AND OUR 

MILITARY! 
 

PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers remember: Eureka and 
Elizabeth Arcand, Dorothy Bush, Mau-
reen Collins, Kevin Dyer, Helen Fincut-
ter, Susan Gordon Garcia, Lois Gargano, 
Katharine Giodati, Bill Gordon, Joselyn 
Walter Graham , Marie Horan, Saunders 
Jacobsen, Alex Lee, Julia Marcus, James 
Marketos, Joe Murphy, Eugene O’Neill, 
Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, Fr. 
David Pollak, Joan Reed, Anne Ryan, 
Bridget Shanahan, Midge Shanahan, Glo-
ria Skapik, Pilar Stark, Estelle Stoltz, 
Stephanie Suff, Alex Swanke, Marge 
Swanke, Regina Walter, Barbara Waters, 
and Fran and Frank Zello. 

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

Council Leaders 

 

CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Mark Hughes—301-942-2333, x-109 
Deacon Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Joseph Doniger—240-566-2150 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Jon Schneider—301-279-0291 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Michael Houlihan—--410-707-8550 

 

WARDEN 
Ivan Galic—301-633-3998 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Douglas Yeatman—301-785-3747 

 

RECORDER 
John Daria—202-607-0688 

 

TREASURER 
Charles Gormly—202-669-0479 

 

ADVOCATE 
Joseph Murphy, PGK—301-728-1316 

 

INSIDE GUARDS 
Michael Naas, Sr..— 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
Alex Lieb—301-233-0125 

 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year—Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

2-Year—Richard Heim—240-888-1240 
3-Year—Terence Ryan—301-693-6854 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Christopher Horan— 

 

FAITH ACTIVITIES  
Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Matthew Moran— 

 

LIFE ACTIVITIES 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
James Bergmann— 

 

RECRUITMENT COMMMITEE 

Richard Strachan— 
Alex Lieb—301-233-0125 

 

VOCATIONS CHAIRMAN 
Michael Houlihan—410-707-8550 

 

RETENTION CHAIRMAN 
Jon Schneider— 

 

LECTURER 
John Titus—301-445-8823 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew Flynn—301-942-8491 

 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES 

LOUNGE—301-530-1628 

KAY-CEE CLUB —301-530-0258 

RENTAL COORDINATOR 
Julie Carter—240-426-1220 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Feryal Bararat (L) and Dr. Willy Cruz Lee after bei ng serenaded by the Daytones Barber Shoppers. 
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Place 1st 
Class 
Stamp 
Here 

April CHATTER Deadline: 
March 24, 2019 

 

Rock Creek Council’s 

ROCK CREEK 

MANSION 

For more information, 
check the website 

www.rockcreekmansion.com 

Schedule a tour by calling 

Julie Carter 
240-426-1220 

A Private Party Site in the 
Heart of Bethesda 

 

Excellent location near the 
Capital Beltway, just north 

of NIH. 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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ROCK CREEK COUNCIL CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 
 

3 
 

 

4 
 

5 
 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
Business Meet-

ing 

6 7 8 
Lenten Fish 

Dinner in 
Lounge 

9 

 

10 
 

 

11 

 
12 

 
13 

 

14 15 
 

Lenten Fish 
Dinner in 
Lounge 

16 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Social Meeting 

8:00 PM 

20 
 

K-C Club 
7:00 PM 

21 
 

O’Boyle Assem. 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Meeting 8:00 PM  

22 
 

Lenten Fish 
Dinner in 
Lounge 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 28 29 
 

Lenten Fish 
Dinner in 
Lounge  

 
 
      
    

30 
O’Boyle 

Assembly Day 
of Reflection 
1:00-6:30 PM 

MarchMarchMarchMarch    
Abstinence on all Fridays of Lent 

Fast and Abstinence on Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednes-
day 

31 
Senior’s St. 

Pat’s Party 1-3 


