
Brothers, 

I appreciate the opportunity to 
work with you for the coming year 
as Grand Knight.  Since being 
elected last month, I’ve spent time 
getting to know more about our 
history and learning about the role 
of Grand Knight from some of our 
honored Past Grand Knights.  What 
I learned is that being Grand 
Knight provides a special opportu-
nity to work with all of you in our charitable and fraternal 
activities. 

As Knights, we strive to bring others into relationship with 
Jesus Christ through our actions, knowing that our knowl-
edge and love of God cannot be real unless we share that 
love in this world through our words and actions, like Jesus 
did.  That requires that we act to advance the dignity of 
every human person, work for social justice, and care for all 
of God's creation, especially the poor and most vulnerable.  
The Knights of Columbus stands with the Church in ad-
vancing these goals, and we are committed to supporting 
our parishes in their efforts in this regard.   In the process, 
we provide opportunities for service to our members.  I re-

(Continued on page 2) 

Brother Knights, 

It seems I am losing interest in 
sports.  Maybe because I am get-
ting older and have seen too many 
games and too many post seasons,  
I am getting worn out.  Maybe I am 
tired of the big money and politics.  
Anyway watching sports just does-
n’t seem so important these days. 

What I am not tired of or worn out 
by is seeing the importance of God’s presence, or lack 
thereof, in our world.  It is increasingly obvious to me that 
faith in God is in decline. This is not good for individuals, 
families, or for the world.  When people don’t believe in 
God they make different decisions than those who do.  
People who believe and are active in their lives of faith see 
the long term.  They see the effect of decisions and atti-
tudes they hold.  They are aware of the consequences of 
their actions. 

People care about the needs of other people because they 
have that awareness.  People want to live beyond them-

(Continued on page 2) 
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

selves and have a life of meaning and purpose because 
their faith demands that of them.  People feel the chal-
lenge and experience the satisfaction of an active faith in 
God. 

It becomes more obvious all the time that the material 
age cannot satisfy eternal needs.  The limited, material 
worldview people develop when they do not know God 
can become obsessive and lead to great disappointment 
when a person discovers that they have not found the 
answers and satisfaction they are looking for. 

So while which team wins the World Series or Super 
Bowl is interesting for a moment, in the long run the hap-
piness or sadness fades and you are on to other things.  
When it comes to God and things spiritual, temporary 
success leads to greater challenges and more important 
rewards.  This worldview has no final moment. It is in-
deed eternal. 

Sincerely, 

Fr. HughesFr. HughesFr. HughesFr. Hughes 

The Cardinal O'Boyle Fourth Degree Assembly meetings 
are held the third Thursday each month in the Emerald 
Room, Fr. Rosensteel Council in Forest Glen.  The Rosary 
begins at 7:30 pm, followed by the monthly business 
meeting at 8 pm.  After each meeting, a social is provided 
with free food and beverage.  All fourth degree members 
are welcome. 

The new chair officers for the 2019 - 2020 Columbian 
Year are: Sir Knight Tom Kelly, Faithful Navigator; SK 
Keith Green, Faithful Captain; SK Isidore Sobgo, Faithful 
Pilot; and SK Tom Devlin, Faithful Admiral.  

SK John Fox FDD, PGK, PFN, PCP,  who has maintained 
the position of Color Corps Commander for many years, 
was selected as Knight of the 2018 - 2019 Year.  John was 
presented a plaque for Recognition of Outstanding Ser-
vice, Loyalty, and Devotion to the Knights of Columbus. 

Also honored at the June Meeting was Faithful Friar Rev. 
Ryan Pineda who was presented a plaque award for Ap-
preciation of Distinguished and Unselfish  Service to our 
Assembly.  Friar Pineda was also presented the K of C 
Certificate of Appreciation in Gratitude for his priestly 
dedication to O'Boyle Assembly.   

SK Wayne Miller, PGK, PFN was presented the Stars and 
Stripes Patriotic Award for Outstanding Service and Dedi-
cation to the Knights of Columbus.  Wayne is the Veteran 
Center Director. 

All members of the Color Corps are re-
minded that to participate in any Honor 
Guard and Flag Corps events, only the 
new uniform with service baldric and 
white gloves are permitted.  With the new 
Columbia Year, beginning on July 1, the 
previous Uniform Regalia dress code of 
tuxedo, black bow tie, chapeaux, cape, and cummerbund 
has been 'retired! 

The installation of new Assembly officers will be held on 
Sunday, September 22, at old St. John the Evangelist 
(Our Lady Queen of Poland) Church.  Mass will begin at 
3:00 pm, followed by the installation.  A dinner reception 
will take place at 4:30 pm in the Fr. Rosensteel Council 
Ball Room and will include a happy hour, dinner, short 
program, and dancing from 6 :00 to 9:00 pm.  Cost is 
$30 per person with reservations to be made through 
Faithful Navigator SK Tom Kelly, no later than September 
18. 

For more information or to join the Fourth Degree, please 
contact SK Neil Dorian at 301-237-0552, neildori-
ankc@yahoo.com. 

Neil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SK    
Past Faithful Navigator 

Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle Assembly, No. 386  

alize what a unique opportunity the role of Grand Knight 
provides to be involved in these activities, and I'm looking 
forward to it. 

My primary goal for this coming Columbian Year is to 
work with our officers and all of you to have a successful 
service program that ministers to the needy in our com-
munity and our parishes – and, in the process, provides 
our members with opportunities for service and fellow-
ship.  On page 6 of this issue of the Chatter, you’ll see 
some of the highlights of our programs for the coming 
year, and on page 5 you will see information about a sur-
vey we’re conducting of our members that is aimed at 
finding out what programs you are interested in so we can 
plan our programs with all our members’ interests and 
availability in mind.  Please take a look at these programs 
and think about which ones you’d like to be involved in, 
and fill out the survey. 

I’m looking forward working with you in the coming year.  
Have a great summer, everyone, and I’ll see you at the 
Mansion in the fall. 

Michael HoulihanMichael HoulihanMichael HoulihanMichael Houlihan    
Grand Knight 

(Continued from page 1) 

GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT — JULY 

Worthy Brother Knights and Friends,  

Let me begin by saying “Happy New Year”!  As we find 
ourselves once again at the beginning of the fraternal 
year of our Order (July 1 – June 30), I would like to con-
gratulate all our incoming Grand Knights and officers as 
they assume the mantle of leadership.  The start of the 
fraternal year can be an exciting and occasionally anxious 
time for incoming Grand Knights – especially those serv-
ing in this role for the first time.  Each year, the freshman 
class of Grand Knights gather at the annual MD State 
Council Leadership Seminar (formerly known as Grand 
Knights College) to learn the roles and responsibilities 
they will assume during the fraternal year.  The Leader-
ship Seminar is a three day event that combines fraternal, 
organizational, spiritual and practical training.  Having at-
tended as a wide eyed novice during my first term as 
Grand Knight and having attended many subsequent 
seminars as a district officer, I can attest to the value and 
importance of these annual gatherings.    

As with all Knights meetings, the Leadership Seminar be-
gins with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.  Over a 
three-day packed schedule of presentations, Q&A’s and 
training sessions, Grand Knights are educated and in-
formed about such things as 1) their executive responsi-
bilities and how to run a business meeting 2) how to plan, 
manage and implement effective charitable and fraternal 
programs 3) how to complete required forms 4) updates 
regarding new program initiatives and requirements 5) the 
importance of bringing new members into our Order and 
how best to do that.  And most importantly 6) how to en-
gage, challenge and retain current members for the bene-
fit of our councils, parishes and the communities that we 
serve.  In a three day period our incoming Grand Knights 
receive everything they need to know to be effective lead-
ers of our Order in “fire hose” fashion.    

And let me add the most important lesson they learn in 
those three information filled days…….”YOU CAN NOT 
DO THIS ALONE!”   The Grand Knight must have the 
knowledge, tools and resources to do his job but at the 
end of the day, his success and the success of our coun-
cils depends upon the active support, participation and 
dedication of our council officers, program chairs, mem-
bers and families.  And most importantly, our success is 
directly linked to the measure in which we are aligned with 
the pastoral and spiritual mission of the Church.  To be 
successful, our councils must be at the service of our pa-
rishioners and to do this we must work closely with our 
pastors.  In fact, my first instruction for any incoming 
Grand Knight is to make an appointment with his pastor, 
introduce himself and ask the question “Father what can 
your Knights do for you and the parish?”   

Having attended many Leadership Seminars, I can say 
that some elements of the presentations remain consis-
tent from year to year. But two things set this year’s semi-
nar apart from previous years.  The most recognizable dif-

ference was adaptation to change.  Over the past year, 
we have seen many changes within the Order including 
the implementation of the new “Faith in Action” program 
model.  This new approach is designed to root our chari-
table works firmly in the pastoral life of our parishes.  We 
change and we grow so as to be relevant and effective in 
our current time and in the days ahead.  And so as to at-
tract new members to our ranks.   Fr. McGivney fully un-
derstood this importance of change and imaginative inno-
vation when it came to the success of the Order.   The 
fact that he understood the value and importance of lay 
Catholic Leadership in 1882, 80 years before the Se c-
ond Vatican Council, demonstrates this fact.  

The second thing that set this Leadership Seminar apart 
was the attendance of the official trainer and webinar host 
of the Knights of Columbus from New Haven Conn. – 
Gary Nolan.  I can not overstate the impact of the words 
and wisdom that Gary (a 4th generation Knight – his sons 
make 5!) shared with his brother Knights and their wives.  
It wasn’t easy for him to make time in his busy schedule 
to attend.  In fact he drove all the way from Connecticut to 
be with us.  In part, I believe he wanted to thank the as-
sembled Knights for their participation and support at last 
August’s Supreme Convention in Baltimore MD.  But over 
the three days, Gary delivered a series of uplifting talks as 
he shared his personal journey as a Knight.  

 He emphasized the importance of knowing and sharing 
your “WHY”.   Why did you join the Knights of Columbus?  
Why do you stay a member of the Knights of Columbus?  
Why do you carve out time in your busy schedule to serve 
others?  And as Gary related in more stories and anec-
dotes than I can share here, we do it because we know 
that by putting our faith into action – we are serving our 
Lord.  Gary spoke of once seeing an empty monstrance in 
a museum of religious reliquaries.  He reminded us that 
we must never be that empty monstrance – a relic of a 
long ago Faith that no longer has relevance in today’s so-
ciety.  We must put Christ in our hearts and be the living 
hand that feeds and ears that hear the cry of the poor.  If 
we are to be a beacon - a Christ filled monstrance of faith, 
we must live our lives as faith filled disciples in the public 
square.  Why?  Because this is who we are as Knights.  
As Gary said “This is our way of life!”  By dedicating our 
lives to a  “Faith Filled Family Mission” through our good 
works and fraternal activity, we fulfill the mission and vi-
sion of our Founder Fr. Michael J. McGivney and that my 
brothers will define success in our councils, our parishes 
and communities.   

May God bless and keep you in the upcoming fraternal 
year and may Our Lady Queen of the Knights watch over 
us and guide every step!  Vivat Jesus! 

William Newbrough 
District Deputy No. 18 
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ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
 

  We pray the 

Rosary before our 

meetings on the 

1st and 3rd Tues-

days of each month 

The Rosary is a 

proven, effective 

prayer in meeting 

individual and na-

tional needs 

Come and join us! 

Drop in the Bucket 
In the Community corner, Rock Creek is buzzing with 
some excellent, charitable activity.  Last month, the Drop 
in the Bucket campaign for SMGA (Salute Military Golf 
Association) raised $73.00, with an additional $250.00 
donated by the Kay-Cee Club.  For July, the Drop in the 
Bucket Campaign benefits Special Olympics of Maryland.  
A plus for Special Olympics is that the Ladies Auxiliary 
Happy Hour on July 18, that drew 11 participants, raised 
$110.00 for SOM 

More events will be planned for the Ladies Auxiliary under 
the guidance of Kristie Galic and Katy Hatcher.  Lastly, 
Mike Horan continues the monthly dinner for Fisher 
House at Walter Reed, which is always appreciated and 
well received by the veterans and their families at their 
home away from home. 

Alex Lieb 
Community Activities Chairman 

 

DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT — AUGUST 

Dear Brother Knights, Family Members and Friends,  

As we move into the new fraternal year, I would like to of-
fer my thanks to the incoming Grand Knights, officers and 
program chairs for stepping up to the plate and taking on 
the challenge of leadership for our fraternal year 2019 – 
2020.   The start of the fraternal year is an exciting time – 
full of potential and opportunities to put our faith into ac-
tion.  In a sense, we have a blank canvass with which to 
work and unlimited potential to serve the Church and our 
fellow man.  The only brake on this potential river of grace 
is our willingness to say “Yes” to serve.  Our parishes and 
our Order provide each of our councils with an astonish-
ing array of faith filled service opportunities that allow us 
to “Serve Christ by Serving Others.”    

As we begin the new year, we take stock of our past ac-
complishments and assess our shortcomings.   Every pro-
gram we host will benefit from careful planning.  No pro-
gram ever benefited from the lack of planning.  We should 
ground all our efforts in prayer.  We know that of and by 
ourselves we are so very limited.  But with God’s grace, 
with our brothers and their families and a good plan that’s 
well promoted, all things are possible for the good. 

After prayer, the first order of business to guarantee the 
success and effectiveness of our good works is a meeting 
with our pastors.   The five councils of District 18 are 
blessed to serve the faithful in 12 parishes.  We have 12 
pastors serving 12 faith communities who need the 
Knights today – more than ever.  Our Faith in Action pro-
grams focusing on Faith, Family, Community and a Cul-
ture of Life can be a great gift to our parishes.  We need to 
speak with our pastors and look over the parish calendar 
year to determine how we might be of service in carrying 
out his pastoral mission in our parishes.  In other words, 
we need to follow the example of our founder Fr. Michael 

McGivney, who was deeply aware of the needs of his par-
ish community and responded to those needs in a practi-
cal, effective, faith filled manner.   

In order to fully understand and appreciate the many pro-
grams and resources available to our councils, I ask that 
you plan to attend the MD State Council Program Semi-
nar at Our Lady of Good Counsel High School on Tuesday 
August 13th at 7:30 pm.  The more members you bring, the 
more information you can gather for the upcoming year.  
Wives are welcome at this event and a meal will be served 
afterwards.    

As we prepare, plan, promote and implement our Faith in 
Action programs this year, let’s continue to invite our 
family members and prospective new members to join us 
in our efforts.  Remember, no one ever joined the 
Knights of Columbus to attend our meetings.  
When a new member joins our Order, don’t delay in en-
gaging and challenging that new Knight and his family to 
participate in a faith, family, community or pro-life event!  
Be prepared to speak to potential new members about 
your “Why?”  Why did you join and why do you stay?  
Never be discouraged by a small turn out.  Remember, Fr. 
McGivney began the great work of our Order with 24 
Catholic men in the basement of St. Mary’s Church in New 
Haven Conn.  In 1882, this holy priest could never have 
imagined how God would bless his efforts!  You and your 
families are a great gift to your parishes and all those you 
serve.  Have a blessed year and I look forward to working 
with you in the days to come!    All the best and Vivat Je-
sus!         

William Newbrough 
District Deputy No. 18 
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Your Input is Needed 

In September, we will kick off our annual events pro-
gram.  Our Programs Director Mike Horan and the Coun-
cil Leadership have worked hard to set up a number of 
events for 2019-2020.  These are opportunities for you to 
get involved in the charitable and social activities of our 
council.  See the article on page 6 for information on our 
planned slate of upcoming programs..   

We would like to know more about you and your inter-
ests so that you can be involved in ways that works for 
you.  Please complete a two-minute survey by typing 
 https://forms.gle/ASv7XX7MmJazLPok8 into your web 
browser and filling out the form. 

If you prefer, you can get a paper copy of the survey to 
fill out at the Lounge – just ask the bartender. 

Thanks for your participation.  Let’s make it a great year! 

Sick and Distressed: 

PGK Roberto Ibáñez, Leslie Ibáñez 

(wife of PGK Tony Ibáñez),  PGK Vic-

tor Khayat, PGK Vince and Glenda 

Bunag, Greg Curtin,  Cecilia Wan 

(mother of Jason Wan), Maria John-

son (sister of Bob Metzler), Andrew 

Dolan Miller (son of Alex Lieb), Bob 

Szabo (friend of DD Bill Newbrough), 

Lindsay Patten (daughter of Michael Patten),  and 

those on the Seniors’ sick list (p. 11) 

Deceased: 
Asst. Chaplain Deacon John Shewmaker, Edwina 
Wittrock, Joe Stanton (friend of Tappan family), Tho-
mas Westerick (father of Brian Westerick), Alan Tay-
lor (friend of Bob Waters), and Steve Mooney 

Remember Our Sick and Deceased 

Each August we look forward to the 
Supreme Convention and all the 
news about the prior Fraternal Year.  
This year is no different.  Although 
this message has been prepared 
prior to the convention, here are 
some predictions:  

1. The Order will set a new record in 
the amount of money we donated to 
charities, 

2. The Order will set a new record in the number of hours 
volunteered. 

3. We already know that our insurance program had an-
other record year ending in December 2018 - 18 consecu-
tive years of growth! (And congratulations to the many of 
you who protected your families last year and helped set 
that record!) 

4. We will have given a substantial amount of money to 
Pope Francis from the Vicarius Christi fund. 

5. Our Asset Advisors will have more dollars under man-
agement; managed, of course using the investment guide-
lines from the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops. 

6. We will add to our surplus, which means our strength 
to pay claims and weather poor economic times will im-
prove. 

I predict that the Supreme Knight will report that the Or-
der will have provided more money to rebuild homes for 
persecuted Christians in the Middle East; Donated more 
money to disaster relief in the wake of hurricanes, flood-
ing and typhoons;  Placed more ultrasound machines in 

service to save lives; and,  Given more support for reli-
gious freedom.   

This organization, started by a simple, humble parish 
priest with men at St. Mary’s Parish in New Haven, Con-
necticut in 1882, has grown to spectacular heights. All 
these efforts and worthwhile projects are a source of pride 
for us members!  

But here’s the reality:  For the Catholic folks in this coun-
cil and in these parishes here—you, my Brother Knights - 
YOU, are the Knights of Columbus.  When locals think 
about the Knights, they may have some general notion 
about all these good works we do and the Order’s amaz-
ing impact around the world. But to the local parish and 
the community, you represent all that is good in this Or-
der. When you are volunteering at a Special Olympics 
event, when you are visiting the sick, helping your pastor, 
handing out coats for kids, selling Tootsie Rolls, raising 
money for a charitable cause right here in your own back-
yard—this is what people see, they see you; to them you 
are what it means to be a Knight of Columbus. When you 
lead with faith, protect your family, serve others and de-
fend your values, you are a witness inspired by our found-
ing principles. 

Congratulations on another record-breaking fraternal 
year! I look forward to helping protect your families and 
reaching Star Council this next fraternal year! 

Vivat Jesus! 

YOU are the Knights of Columbus!YOU are the Knights of Columbus!YOU are the Knights of Columbus!YOU are the Knights of Columbus! 

 Steve Upton, PGK, FDD 

ST EVE  UPT ON ,  GK,FDD 
Field Agent 

301-873-7450 cel l  
301-421-1430 off i ce 

steve.upton@kofc.org  
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Grand Knight’s Installation Speech 

Welcome, Worthy District Deputy Newbrough, Worthy 
District Warden Czarnecki, Color Guard Members, Past 
Grand Knights, Brother Knights, Family and Friends, and 
thank you for participating in our Installation ceremony 
today and joining us for this reception.   

There is a lot that’s valuable in commemorating an event 
like this.  But some (maybe not those here!) may ask why 
do we do all this?  Spending part of the weekend, the for-
mality of a ceremony, Color Guard.  So why do we do it?  
Kind of old fashioned isn't it?   

"Old Fashioned" has been used for centuries to criticize 
customs that people don't want to be bothered with - cus-
toms that symbolize our values and virtues and guide our 
behavior accordingly.    Things like: 

• Don't kiss on the first date 

• Address people with titles that denote respect for 
them and their position  

• Dress for the occasion 

• Get married before you have children 

Each one of these customs was founded on a set of values 
that people were committed to and virtues they honored.  
Many of these are mostly considered "old fashioned" 
now, though.   In their place our society has: 

• Dress as casually as the situation will tolerate 

• Avoid using titles or gestures that differentiate us or 
imply that you don't deserve the same level of stature 
that another has earned 

• Be selective in who you go to bed with on a first date 

• End your pregnancy if it's a problem for you 

And as a result, our society is at risk, more so than society 
realizes, and it creeps further and further away from be-
ing the Kingdom of God that we Christians are trying to 
bring about.   The values we celebrate are needed in the 
world, as much as ever: Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.   

As Knights we understand how important it is to be pre-
sent for an occasion!   Because we know what our values 
are, and we know what virtue is.   We invest in occasions 
like this to make ourselves present to our purpose and 
prepared for the task at hand.   

So, what is the task at hand for us?  To participate, in our 
turn, in bringing about the kingdom of God here on 
earth.  For us new officers who've just been inducted, it's 
"our turn" to lead the Council in its charitable and frater-
nal works - to work together to provide opportunities 
through this council for all our Brother Knights to par-
ticipate in bringing about the kingdom of God. 

We appreciate you all joining us to help us commit to this 
task, and we ask for your prayers and support in the com-
ing year. 

God Bless you all.  Vivat Jesus. 

For Columbian Year 2019-2020 we are planning a num-
ber of events.  These are opportunities for you to meet 
your Brother Knights, work with them to serve our com-
munity and parishes, and contribute to the reputation 
and growth of our council.  The list and schedule pro-
vided below is tentative – we will provide exact dates for 
these events soon.  In the meantime, please be aware 
of these planned events and think of those you would 
like to contribute to and attend.  For events needing vol-
unteers, we will use an online signup program to coordi-
nate volunteer participation.  

• Special Olympics Fundraiser Event : Mid to late 
September at the Rock Creek Mansion (with note-
worthy celebrity guests, look for advertisements and 
notice in the Chatter, your church bulletins, and in 
your email). 

• “SPREAD” Reception and Social Event for Folks 
with Special Needs : 1st Saturday morning every 
month 

• Crab Feast with Redskins Alumni : October 
(tentative), at the Rock Creek Mansion 

• Cooking/Serving Meals : At Bethesda Cares and 
Fisher House; we are confirmed for October 26 at 
Bethesda Cares, other event dates TBD 

• Police, Fire, and Rescue Appreciation : Late Sep-
tember or October, at the Rock Creek Mansion 

• Two Scholastic Chess Tournaments : One at end 
of October 2019 and one in mid-March 2020 at the 
Rock Creek Mansion 

• Turkey Night, Thanksgiving Social and Fund-
raiser : Tuesday of Thanksgiving week at the Rock 
Creek Mansion – members only 

• Kids Christmas Party with Santa : Early December 
at the Rock Creek Mansion 

• Catholic School Teacher Appreciation 
Night : Early 2019 at the Rock Creek Mansion 

• Car Raffle :  Early 2019 at the Lounge 

• Drop in the Bucket   Continuous in the Lounge for 
charities of the month 

Also in the Planning Process : 

• Pancake breakfasts 

• Event in support of Vocations and our Seminarians 

• Tootsie Roll fundraiser drives for organizations serv-
ing those with special needs 

And more. 

A Preview of Coming Events 
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Rock Creek’s Installation of  Officers for 2019-2020 — July 14 

Photos by Andrew McDonald 
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REFLECTIONS  - JULY 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK 

Butterflies, Babies, and Baal 
Kittens and infants are cute, playful, and highly depend-
ent on their mothers.  Recently, both received the atten-
tion of Congress.  On March 7, Oregon Sen. Jeff Merkley 
introduced the Kittens in Traumatic Testing Ends Now 
(KITTEN) Act to prevent the USDA from euthanizing kit-
tens after they have been infected with parasites in the 
study of food borne illnesses.  He wants the agency to 
assure that the kittens are treated and “can be adopted 
by loving families.”  It is a very compassionate sentiment 
to choose adoption over euthanasia. 

Ten days earlier, with a conflicting intent, Merkley voted 
against the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act, 
which mandates that health care providers must treat any 
infant born alive after an abortion with the same degree of 
care as any other child born alive at 
the same gestational age.  The 
senator is concerned about preserv-
ing the lives of kittens, but not those 
of children. 

Merkley is not alone in his mis-
guided compassion.  Virginia Del. 
Kathy Tran introduced a bill, as 
originally described on her website, 
to “help save...butterflies by protet-
ing the fall cankerworm 
(caterpillar)” from deadly insecti-
cides.  On the same day, January 6, 
Tran introduced a second bill to al-
low a woman to abort her child for 
broadly defined mental or physical 
health reasons at any point in her 
pregnancy.  Does this delegate 
really want to ban insecticides to 
control an infestation of caterpillars, 
but allow preborn children to be 
aborted to the point of delivery? 

In New York, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo signed a bill on January 22 that legalized abortion 
without restriction up to the 24th week of pregnancy, and 
after that if the life or health of the mother is at risk.  Two 
days later, New York City Councilwoman Carlina Rivera 
introduced legislation to ban the sale of foie gras by res-
taurants and vendors on the basis of animal cruelty for 
the way the fattened-goose-liver pate is produced.  Are 
kittens, caterpillars and geese more important than chil-
dren in the womb? 

Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who has pro-
posed a “Green New Deal” to radically transform the US 
economy, gave her answer.  She suggested that with 
worldwide climate change, it is legitimate for people to 
question whether or not to have children. 

Mere protection is not sufficient for some animal advo-

cates.  They desire legal rights for animals.  The Nonhu-
man Rights Project (NhRP), for example, has been filing 
law suits for years on behalf of great apes, elephants, 
dolphins and whales, claiming they are legal persons and 
have a “right to bodily liberty.”  Although unsuccessful in 
the courts so far, NhRP explains that its “goal is, very 
simply, to breach the legal wall that separates all humans 
from all nonhuman animals.  Once this wall is breached, 
the first nonhuman animals on earth will gain legal 
‘personhood’ and finally get their day in court.” 

The implications of gaining personhood status are enor-
mous.  When an animal is deemed to be property, for ex-
ample, a person who injures another person’s pet could 
be sued for the animal’s economic value.  If it is classified 

as a person, one could be sued for 
loss of companionship, pain and 
suffering. 

Even more bizarre than animal per-
sonhood is the outcome of a vote in 
Toledo, Ohio.  Occasionally, a toxic 
algae bloom develops in Lake Erie 
as a result of fertilizer run-off from 
nearby farms, which has prevented 
local residents from access to safe 
drinking water.  In response, voters 
on February 26 overwhelmingly ap-
proved the Lake Erie Bill of Rights, 
giving the lake legal prerogatives 
“normally reserved for a person.”   
This first “rights to nature” law in the 
U.S. provides Lake Erie with an en-
titlement to “exist, flourish and natu-
rally evolve,” a right that can be de-
fended in court. 

Under the concept of personhood, 
rights are being advocated for ani-
mals.  And under the concept of 

personhood, the rights of human beings are being re-
stricted.   Certain bioethicists, such as the atheist, utilitar-
ian philosopher Peter Singer, argue that some human 
beings, including normal infants and disabled adults, 
are not persons because they cannot perform at a given 
level of mental, physical or social ability.  

The attempt to draw a distinction between when life be-
gins, which is a scientific fact, and when that life becomes 
a person, which is a social and philosophical construct, is 
fraught with danger for everyone at every stage of life.  If 
a person is defined in terms of the ability to exercise a 
give level of functionality or awareness, what would this 
mean for those who are newborn, mentally ill, cognitively 
disabled, autistic, severely depressed, quadriplegic, very 

(Continued on page 10) 

Which is more precious — the baby or the but-
terfly? 
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REFLECTIONS  - AUGUST 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK 

The Continuing Struggle for Souls 
In January 1947, then-Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen, a professor 
of philosophy at The Catholic University of America, delivered 
a radio address titled, “Signs of Our Times,” in which he issued 
a warning about the battle for souls and provided advice on 
how to respond.  His commentary, a brief excerpt of which fol-
lows, is even more relevant to the highly secularized culture of 
today than it was to the society of seven decades ago. 

“Why is it that so few realize the seriousness of our pre-
sent crisis?  Partly because men do not want to believe 
their own times are wicked, partly because it involves too 
much self-accusation and principally because they have 
no standards outside of 
themselves by which to 
measure their times.  If 
there is no fixed concept of 
justice how shall men know 
it is violated?  Only those 
who live by faith really 
know what is happening in 
the world.  The great 
masses without faith are 
unconscious of the destruc-
tive processes going on… 

The battle lines are already 
being clearly drawn and the 
basic issues are no longer 
in doubt.  From now on 
men will divide themselves 
into two religions -- under-
stood again as surrender to 
an absolute.  The conflict of the future is between the ab-
solute who is the God-man and the absolute which is the 
man-God; the God Who became man and the man who 
makes himself God; brothers in Christ and comrades in 
anti-Christ. 

The anti-Christ will not be so called, otherwise he would 
have no followers.  He will wear no red tights, nor vomit 
sulphur, nor carry a trident nor wave an arrow tail as the 
Mephistophiles in Faust.  This masquerade has helped 
the devil convince men that he does not exist, for he 
knows that he is never so strong as when men believe 
that he does not exist.  When no man recognizes, the 
more power he exercises.  God has defined Himself as “I 
am Who am” and the Devil as “I am who am not”… 

His logic is simple:  if there is no heaven there is no hell; if 
there is no hell, then there is no sin; if there is no sin, then 
there is no judge, and if there is no judgement then evil is 
good and good is evil… 

How will he come in this new age to win followers to his 
religion?  He will come disguised as the Great Humanitar-
ian; he will talk peace, prosperity and plenty not as means 
to lead us to God, but as ends in themselves…[H]e will 

explain Guilt away psychologically as inhibited eroticism, 
make men shrink in shame if their fellowmen say they are 
not broadminded and liberal; he will be so broadminded 
as to identify tolerance with indifference to right and 
wrong, truth and error; he will spread the lie that men will 
never be better until they make society better and thus 
have selfishness to provide fuel for the next revolution; he 
will foster science but only to have armament makers use 
one marvel of science to destroy another; he will foster 
more divorces under the disguise that another partner is 
“vital”; he will increase love for love and decrease love for 
person; he will invoke religion to destroy religion;  he will 

… tell people who they 
should and should not 
marry and unmarry …he 
will tempt Christians …to 
sell freedom for security … 
to desert the lofty pinnacles 
of truth where faith and 
reason reign, for those 
lower depths where the 
masses live on slogans 
and propa-
ganda…Opinions not 
truths, commentators not 
teachers, Gallup polls not 
principles, nature not grace 
-- and…to have a new re-
ligion without a Cross, a 
liturgy without a world to 
come, a city of man without 

a city of God, a religion to invoke a religion, or a politics 
which is a religion-one that renders unto Caesar even the 
things that are God’s… 

Because the signs of our times point to a struggle be-
tween absolutes we may expect the future to be a time of 
trials for two reasons:  Firstly, to stop disintegration.  God-
lessness would go on and on if there were no catastro-
phes.  …Moral truth is vindicated by the ruin that follows 
when it has been repudiated.  The chaos of our times is 
the strongest negative argument that could ever be ad-
vanced for Christianity.   

The second reason why a crisis must come is in order to 
prevent a false identification of the Church and the world.  
Our Lord intended that those who are His followers 
should be different in spirit from those who were not.  … 
Mediocrity and compromise characterize the lives of 
many Christians.  Many read the same novels as modern 
pagans, educate their children in the same godless way, 
listen to the same commentators who have no other stan-
dard than judging today by yesterday, and tomorrow by 
today, allow pagan practices such as divorce and remar-

(Continued on page 10) 

Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen addressing his weekly rad io audience at 
The Catholic Hour during which he discussed how the Gospel ap-
plies to personal moral decisions and to the great social issues of 

the day 
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riage to creep into the family…There is no longer the con-
flict and opposition which is supposed to characterize us.  
We are influencing the world less than the world influences 
us… 

The Church has survived other great crises in her nineteen 
centuries of existence and she will live to sing a requiem 
over the evils of the present.  The Church may have its 
Good Fridays but these are only preludes to its Easter 
Sundays, for the Divine Promise shall never be made void: 
“. . . and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  … 

As Christians we must realize that a moment of crisis is not 
a time of despair, but of opportunity.  The more we can 
anticipate the doom, the more we can avoid it.  Once we 
recognize we are under Divine Wrath, we become eligible 
for Divine Mercy… 

Catholics ought to stir up their faith, hang a crucifix in their 
homes to remind them that we too have to carry a cross, 
gather the family together every night to recite the rosary 
that through corporate prayer there might be intercession 
for the world; go to daily Mass that the spirit of love and 
sacrifice might be sprinkled in our business, our social life 
and our duties.  More heroic souls might undertake the 
Holy Hour daily, particularly in parishes conscious of the 
needs of prayers of reparation as well as petition, conduct-
ing such devotions in their churches…  

[I]n the coming age there will be only one way to stop your 
trembling knees, and that will be to get down on them and 
pray.  The most important problem in the world today is 
your soul, for that is what the struggle is about.” 

What would our world be like if every Catholic followed his 
pastoral advice?  It is not too late to do so.  And do so we should, 
for as Msgr. Sheen said, “ The time is nearer than you think.” 

REFLECTIONS—AUGUST 
(Continued from page 9) 

Hours:  Monday Thru Thursday 2-10 
Friday 2-Midnight, Saturday 2-11, Sunday 2-8, 

Club News 

For information about the Lounge, watch the council 
listserve. 

Lounge phone: 301-530-1628 
Mike Horan: 240-793-1169 

Pro-Life Prayer Vigil 
LeRoy Carhart, a late-term abortionist who kills babies in 
the womb up to the point of birth, is located in the Medical 
Building at Wildwood Shopping Center on Old Georgetown 
Road.  Several prayer initiatives are underway to drive this 
business out of Maryland. 

The 40 Days for Life prayer vigil will be held outside his 
facility on the sidewalk in front of the bank, daily from Sep-
tember 25 through November 3 from 7 am to 7 pm.  For 
more information about the 40 Days for Life campaign, 
contact Jill Gadwood, 40DaysBethesda@gmail.com. 

In addition, a more intense sidewalk vigil and public educa-
tion campaign is being held each Monday from 9 AM to 11 
AM, year-round.  For details about the Monday morning 
vigils, contact Dick Retta at dickretta61@verizon.net or 
301 538 2500. 

Please join the group, and rid our area of this evil. 

 

Welcome to Christian Burgos 
Christian Burgs recently transferred to Rock Creek from 
Fr. McFadden Council 16109 in Honolulu, where his 
father was the founding Grand Knight.  A third degree 
member, he transferred to the West Point College 
Council in 2012 when he entered the U.S. Military Acad-
emy.  Currently, in the Army, he is a third-year medical 
student at the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences (USUHS) at Walter Reed, and a pa-
rishioner at St. Elizabeth’s parish. 

Christian — Glad to have you in Rock Creek Council.  
Hope you can attend an occasional meeting and be-
come involved in some of the activities of your council. 

Checkout Our Website 

The Council’s website has been redesigned for ease of 
use with connections to many types of useful informa-
tion.  The url address remains the same :  
https://www.kofc2797.org.  

Try it, you’ll like it! 

elderly, Alzheimer’s patients, in a comatose or vegetative 
state, or incapable of living independently?  Would they 
be considered to be human non-persons, and thus have 
fewer rights and protections than those who are classi-
fied as persons? 

Every human life, at every stage from conception to 
natural death, has meaning, is valuable and worth living. 

The denigration of human life is a moral and spiritual 
problem.  Being more concerned about animal rights 
than human life is akin to following Baal instead of the 
teachings of Christianity which formed the basis for 
Western civilization. 

The only way the societal mores can be reversed is 
through a religious reawakening, a national religious re-
newal.  The regeneration must begin in the pulpit, with a 
re-evangelization of church members, and then proceed 
to the larger society.  Human life must be respected at all 
stages.  It will be a difficult task to change the culture, 

REFLECTIONS—JULY 
(Continued from page 9) 
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We had more than 30 mem-
bers and guests attend our 
meeting and annual indoor 
picnic.  Our guests were Fr. 
Ebuka Mbanude, (who was 
ordained July 10 and recently 
assigned to Holy Redeemer), 
and Deacon Bob Hubbard.  
Our special prayer were fr my 
grandson Brandon, Ruth Hig-
gins, and Charlene Hubbard.  
We also prayed for Deacon 
John Shewmaker and Edwina 
Wittrock, longtime Seniors’ members who 
died recently. 

Many thanks to Mike Horan, the KFC, and 
those  Seniors’ members who brought food. 

For the last 20 plu years, we have held an 
August luncheon at Alfio’s Restaurant.  Un-
fortunately, their increased prices have put 
them out of range for our group.  We would 
like to continue to hold an outside luncheon 
with Italian fare in September.  If you have 
a suggestion for a local restaurant with rea-
sonable prices and decent parking, let me 

know. 

Welcome to our newest mem-
ber Margaret Reddan. 
 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 
AND OUR MILITARY! 

 
PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers remember: 
Eureka and Elizabeth Arcand, 
Dorothy Bush, Maureen 
Collins, Kevin Dyer, Helen 

Fincutter, Susan Gordon Garcia, Lois 
Gargano, Katharine Giodati, Bill Gordon, 
Joselyn Walter Graham , Marie Horan, 
Saunders Jacobsen, Alex Lee, Julia Mar-
cus, James Marketos, Joe Murphy, 
Eugene O’Neill, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Mau-
reen Patrice, Fr. David Pollak, Joan Reed, 
Anne Ryan, Bridget Shanahan, Midge 
Shanahan, Gloria Skapik, Pilar Stark, 
Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Alex 
Swanke, Marge Swanke, Regina Walter, 
Barbara Waters, and Fran and Frank 
Zello. 

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

Council Leaders 

 

CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Mark Hughes—301-942-2333, x-109 
Deacon Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Michael Houlihan—--410-707-8550 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Jon Schneider—301-279-0291 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Ivan Galic—301-633-3998 

 

WARDEN 
Alex Lieb—301-233-0125 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Douglas Yeatman—301-785-3747 

 

RECORDER 
Jason Wan— 

 

TREASURER 
Charles Gormly—202-669-0479 

 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK—301-469-8453 

 

INSIDE GUARDS 
Michael Naas— 
Aston Williams— 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
John Titus— 

Philip Sheridan— 
 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year—Richard Heim—240-888-1240 

2-Year—Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 
3-Year—Joseph Doniger—240-566-2150 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Christopher Horan— 

 

FAITH ACTIVITIES  
Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Matthew Moran— 

 

LIFE ACTIVITIES 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
James Bergmann— 

 

RECRUITMENT COMMMITEE 

Richard Strachan— 
 

VOCATIONS CHAIRMAN 
Michael Houlihan—410-707-8550 

 

RETENTION CHAIRMAN 
Jon Schneider— 

 

LECTURER 
Michael Newman— 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew Flynn—301-942-8491 

Ivan Gallic—301-633-3998 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES 

LOUNGE—301-530-1628 

KAY-CEE CLUB —301-530-0258 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Rental Corner 

We are gearing up for a fun-filled fall and winter of rentals, including a birthday 
parties,  special celebrations,  bar and bat mitzvahs, and a number of lovely wed-
dings.  We are steadily booking in 2020.  Believe it or not, bar and bat mitzvahs 
book two years ahead of time.  And we have many of these scheduled. 

Remember, Rock Creek Council members get a huge rental discount! 

 

    Julie Buckingham Carter 

Event Coordinator 
 

cell phone: 240-426-1220,  
email: rcmansion@gmail.com 
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ROCK CREEK COUNCIL CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 

No Meeting 
Tonight  

7 8 9 
 

10 

 

11 
 

12 

 
13 

 
14 

 

15 
 

O’Boyle Assem. 
Rosary 7:30 PM 

Meeting 8:00 PM 

16 
 

17 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Social Meeting 

8:00 PM 

21 
 

K-C Club 
7:00 PM 

22 
 

 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 
 

31 
 

 
 
      
    

Place 1st 
Class 
Stamp 
Here 

September CHATTER Deadline: 
August 24, 2019 

 

Rock Creek Council’s 

ROCK CREEK 

MANSION 

For more information, 
check the website 

www.rockcreekmansion.com 

Schedule a tour by calling 

Julie Carter 
240-426-1220 

A Private Party Site in the 
Heart of Bethesda 

 

Excellent location near the 
Capital Beltway, just north 

of NIH. 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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