
Brothers, 

I hope you’ve been having a great 
summer.  Our council officers have 
been busy preparing plans for our 
upcoming year.  Upcoming events 
include a Special Olympics fund-
raiser, providing meals for those at 
Fisher House, and the Car Raffle.  
Several others are planned for No-
vember and December, so stay 
tuned.  And thanks to everyone who 
helped make the benefit event for the Aleethia Foundation, 
which supports wounded/injured/ill service members in 
need, such a success on Friday, August 23rd at the Rock 
Creek Mansion.  

In July, Archbishop Gregory visited St. Jane de Chantal 
Church for Mass.  He spent an hour with several represen-
tatives of the parish after Mass and listened to our thoughts 
and concerns about the Church and the programs that we 
lead.  I was asked to attend the meeting to describe the ac-
tivities of our Council to Archbishop Gregory, who is a long-
time member of the Knights of Columbus.  I mentioned our 
many, varied charitable works and our great level of frater-
nity and community involvement, and then asked him what 

(Continued on page 2) 

Brother Knights, 

On a news program, I saw a survey 
result the other day that said the 
younger generation of Americans 
coming along have less patriotism, 
less interest in religion and much 
less interest in family life, than the 
generations of a few decades ago.  
The TV host asked what his guest 
thought about this.  The guest gave 
a lengthy explanation trying to con-
firm the survey.  He was searching for a catch-word to sum 
up his point of view. 

I have that catch-word. EUROPE.  The nations in Western 
Europe have had a head start in this thinking for more than 
50 years.  The result is that most of those countries are 
dying.  People live for the present.  When it comes to 
choosing family or lifestyle, a big percent choose the latter.  
The results are: low birth rates and giving up on ETER-
NITY. 

Are we in America following that secular worldview?  The 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

survey in question indicates that we are. 

I am praying that this new attitude is temporary 
and that people will stay close to God and see 
the value in marriage, children, community, and 
sacrifice.  It has worked for most people 
throughout human history.  It is definitely the 
more challenging way to go, but rewards are 
part of the deal.  As a firm believer in Jesus and 
the Catholic Church he established, I know this 
family first approach is what God wants for the 
world. 

We offer prayer to God each day as individuals 
and as a community of believers.  Let us make 
sure that strong faith and family life are always 
a part of that prayer. 

Sincerely, 

Fr. HughesFr. HughesFr. HughesFr. Hughes 

Father Ryan Pineda has been re-assigned from Holy Re-
deemer Parish to St. Peter Parish in Olney.  However, he 
has consented to continue as our Assembly’s Faithful 
Friar.  Thank you so much Friar Pineda!  Over the past 
years you have been a faithful inspiration to all the Sir 
Knights at O'Boyle Assembly! 

Sir Knight Micheal Thumm, Mas-
ter of the AWD (Archdiocese of 
Washington District), has been 
appointed as the new Vice Su-
preme Master of the Calvert Prov-
ince.  Calvert Province includes 
the states of Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Delaware, Virginia, Mary-
land and the District of Columbia.  
His term begins on September 1.  
Mike is a former naval aviator, 
who retired as a colonel in the 
U.S. Marine Corps.  

Sir Knight of the month for Au-
gust is SK Yen Le.  Yen is our Faithful Scribe and Vice 
Color Corps Commander.  He has been very active over 
the past years, serving as a Past Faithful Navigator, as 
well as being a Former District Deputy of District 11 and a 
Past Grand Knight.  Please congratulate Yen when you see 
him. 

The Exemplification of the Fourth Degree is rapidly ap-
proaching.  This degree will be held on Saturday, October 
19 at St. Francis Xavier Church in Southeast Washington.  
Candidates should wear a dark suit and bring with them a 

Rosary and Third Degree membership 
card.  Deadline for application, registra-
tion and lunch reservation is October 5.  
Registration of candidates on October 19 
will begin at 9:30 am; the exemplification 
will begin at 11 am sharp with group photo 
and lunch to follow.  For more informa-
tion about the Fourth Degree or to register for the exem-
plification, contact me, Neil Dorian. 

The O'Boyle Assembly No. 386 Installation of Officers is 
Sunday, September 22.  Mass and Installation are at Our 
Lady Queen of Poland (Old St. John the Evangelist 
Church), and will begin at 3 pm.  At Fr.Rosensteel Council 
happy hour begins at 4:30 pm, dinner at 5:30 pm, a short 
program, then dancing from 6 to 9 pm.  Cost is $30 per 
person.  Reservations should be made by September 18; 
contact FN Tom Kelly at 301-593-9284 cell or thomas-
jkelly431@yahoo.com. 

The next monthly business meeting is Thursday, Septem-
ber 19 in the Emerald Room at Fr. Rosensteel.  Rosary 
begins at 7:30 pm, meeting at 8 pm with complimentary 
meal to follow. 

For more information or to join the Fourth Degree, please 
contact SK Neil Dorian at 301-237-0552 or neildori-
ankc@yahoo.com. 

Neil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SK    
Past Faithful Navigator 

Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle Assembly, No. 386  

his message would be to our council.  His goal for us, and for all 
Knights, for this coming year, is to work to improve the level of ci-
vility in the discourse in our communities, parishes, and work.  I 
pass that request to you, at his request, with his blessing. 

Thanks to those of you who responded to the online survey.  The 
results are in (if you haven’t replied, we can still take your response 
though) and show a great depth of resources and capabilities in our 
council and variety of interests.  We’ll be reaching out to you for 
support on our programs consistent with your interests.  

You’ll be receiving this edition of the Chatter near Labor Day, a day 
when we recognize the value and virtue in labor, and the dignity it 
brings us.  One of the seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
relates to work and the dignity of workers.  Have a Happy Labor 
Day, and take a moment to remember those whose work is a strug-
gle, especially the most needy among us   

I’m looking forward working with you in the coming year.  I hope 
to see you at the Mansion soon. 

Michael HoulihanMichael HoulihanMichael HoulihanMichael Houlihan    
Grand Knight 

(Continued from page 1) 

GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 

SK Michael Thumm 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT 

Dear Brother Knights, Family Mem-
bers and Friends,  

I hope you’ve had a great summer 
and that you’re entering September 
with a renewed spiritual and fraternal 
vitality – ready to take on the chal-
lenges of the coming year!  Over the 
summer, I’ve been re-reading Doug 
Brinkley’s biography of our founder, 
Fr. Michael McGivney, titled Parish 

Priest.  It’s a great book written by a well-respected histo-
rian and author. 

Several things jump out at me as I consider the forma-
tional years and early ministry of this young priest.  He un-
derstood the importance of responding to the needs of his 
people – right where they were.  In other words, he didn’t 
tell them what they needed.  On the contrary, he wit-
nessed and recognized the hurts, the hardships and the 
challenges of his flock and responded to that need in 
practical and creative ways.  That hardship suffered by 
the average New Haven, Connecticut family was often the 
loss of a father and bread winner due to illness or injury in 
the work place.  Fr. McGivney also recognized the nega-
tive impact of addiction within his own community.  His 
pews were frequently empty of men between the ages of 
18 and 60 often due to the ravages of “the drink.” 

In forming the Knights of Columbus, Fr. McGivney recog-
nized the burdens of his community and sought to remedy 
the worst outcomes brought on by the unforeseen death 
of a loved one.  The priests of the time were not immune 
to early death syndrome.  As they visited their flocks, 
young priests were frequently made old in their early 30’s 
as they acquired the illnesses afflicting their congregation 
– often tuberculosis, influenza and a host of other mala-
dies.    

In the midst of these struggles, Fr. McGivney kept a posi-
tive mind.  He was known to walk fast but often spoke 
slowly choosing simple but emphatic words.  His voice 
was “soft and pleasant” attracting attention for his perfect 
diction.  A blind, aged man who lived on the charity of oth-
ers and who was not Catholic went to Mass every Sunday 

to St. Mary’s Church in New Haven to hear “that voice.”  A 
fellow priest who met him stated, “he had a priest’s face 
exhibiting a wonderful repose in which there was nothing 
harsh in that countenance although there was everything 
that was strong.  Guile and ambition were as far from him 
as from heaven.”  Rev. W.J. Slocum, a fellow priest who 
worked alongside Fr. McGivney, stated that he had an 
“unassuming character.”  He was serious, rather silent 
and methodical in his work.  His eyes exhibited a certain 
determination.  Often, those who met him spoke of his 
“strength of purpose” and “indomitable will.” 

But Fr. McGivney was not above having fun.  He was well 
known for his support and promotion of family activities 
and parish social events.  He promoted and planned par-
ish picnics and talent shows.  He was fond of baseball 
and played the outfield.  He participated in and planned 
theatrical events and even won a local target shooting 
contest in New Haven.  My point is that Fr. McGivney un-
derstood the importance of working hard and playing 
hard.  His concern for the hardships of his parish commu-
nity was always coupled with a determination to provide 
his parishioners with fraternal and family focused social 
activities.  Clearly, the combination of charitable good 
works and fraternal activities was and is a winning  
formula. 

I would like to wish all our councils well as they kick off 
the new fraternal year.  I hope that we can all find that bal-
ance of working hard as we serve Christ by serving oth-
ers, while we continue to enjoy each other’s company 
through our fraternal activities.  I’d like to encourage all 
my brother knights and their families to attend the MD 
State Picnic on Saturday September 7  from noon to 5 
pm.  The picnic will be held at North Point State Park 
8400 N. Point Rd Sparrows Point MD 21219.  There’ll be 
plenty of great food and fun for all!  The cost is $8 per per-
son and $28 for a family of 4.  Contact District Deputy 
Buzzy Stockman, State Program Chair at (443) 690-2452 
and buzzstock2@comcast.net.   All the best and Vivat Je-
sus!    

William Newbrough 
District Deputy No. 18 

William Newbrough, DD 

Supreme Convention Resolution on Honoring Public Officials 

At the 137th Annual Convention held this summer in Minneapolis, the following resolution was passed regarding hon-
ors for public officials: 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Knights of Columbus reaffirms our decades-long policies of not inviting to any Knights 
of Columbus event, persons, especially public officials or candidates for public office, who do not support the legal 
protection of unborn children, or who advocate for the legalization of assisted suicide or euthanasia; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that we prohibit our members from allowing such persons to rent or otherwise use facili-
ties over which our members have control; speaking at Knights of Columbus events; bestowing on them honors or 
privileges of our Order of any kind; inviting them to serve as honorary chairpersons of events, celebrations, or com-
mittees; or, hold any office in the Knights of Columbus. 
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Yes, it’s Tootsie Roll time again.  
This drive supports programs for the 
Intellectually Disabled in Maryland.  
It runs from early September 
through November 30.  With the 
permission of the pastors, the coun-
cil will be setting up dates at the 5 
parishes we serve to collect dona-
tions after all the Masses on a given 
Sunday.  A different Sunday will be 
designated for each parish.  We are 
seeking volunteers to man the tables 
after the Masses.   

In addition, we will be going back to 
the tradition of of collecting at gro-
cery stores in the area. Dates and 
times will be set shortly.  

Anyone who works a shift after Mass 
or at a grocery store will get a card 
good for two free drinks in the 

lounge.  Contact Tootsie Roll chairman Mike Patten at 240-305-6996 or Mike Horan at 240-793-1169, if you are will-
ing to help at a Mass at your church or at a local grocery store. 

The Tootsie Roll 
Campaign 

A few years ago, when the 
Tootsie Roll Campiagn was 
underway, three members 
of our Council — Kevin 
Carlsen, Andrew Ellis and 
then-GK Chris Ryan — col-
lected for the Intellectually 
Disabled at the Labor Day 
parade in Kensington.  
Lots of youngsters came 
by for a Tootsie Roll, and 
some fathers learned 
about the Knights.  It was a 
great way to recruit, while 
serving others. 

Serving Others 

2019 Blue Crabs and Redskins 
Featuring 

The Redskin Alumni and Special Guest Host 

#21 Mike Nelms 

Rich Melot, Jaris White, Gary Clark & Darryl Grant & others on hand 
Redskin Alumni subject to change 

Watch the Redskins take on the Giants as you enjoy Crabs & BBQ  
Sunday September 29 

Doors open at 12 noon/Crabs served 1 pm to 4 pm 

Menu 
All You Can Eat Steamed Crabs 

Smoked Pull Pork, Pulled Chicken, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs 
Corn on the Cob, Slaw, Hush Puppies, Fries 

Domestic Draft Beer & Soft Drinks 

Cost 
Full Crab Feast: $50/person, $30 for 16 and under 

BBQ Only (No crabs): $25/person, $15 for 16 and under 

For reservations and more information, contact Mike Horan at 240-793-1169 

50/50; raffles and silent auction with proceeds benefiting 
Gary Sinise Foundation Redskins Alumni The Inn at NIH 

Sponsored by 
DC Tours & Transportation  ProFish  Rock Creek Council 
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ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
 
 
 

  We pray the Rosary 

before our meetings on 

the 1st and 3rd Tues-

days of each month 

 

Come and join us! 

Remember Our Sick and Deceased 

Sick and Distressed: 

PGK Roberto Ibáñez, Leslie Ibáñez 

(wife of PGK Tony Ibáñez),  PGK Vic-

tor Khayat, PGK Vince and Glenda 

Bunag, Greg Curtin, Cecilia Wan 

(mother of Jason Wan), Maria John-

son (sister of Bob Metzler), Andrew 

Dolan Miller (son of Alex Lieb), Bran-

don Waters (grandson of PGK Bob 

Waters), Lindsay Patten (daughter of Michael 

Patten),  and those on the Seniors’ sick list (p. 11) 

Pray for our departed members, families and friends. 

September is Life Insurance Aware-
ness Month.  It’s the one month each 
year that the life insurance industry 
coordinates a campaign aimed at 
educating folks about the impor-
tance of life insurance and helping 
them get the coverage they need.  A 
recent survey from LIMRA (Life In-
surance Marketing Research Asso-
ciation) found that only 59% of 

Americans own life insurance and about half of those are 
underinsured. So that means that 70% of the population 
either has no life insurance or has too little life insurance. 

So, what does that have to do with the Knights? The his-
torian, Christopher Kauffman, spent several years at the 
Supreme Office and at the Museum, researching the book 
that he wrote on the 100th anniversary of our founding.  
That book, Faith and Fraternalism, notes on page 13, 
“…he [Fr. McGivney] was deeply interested in pursuing 
the topic of a Catholic fraternal insurance society among 
groups of Catholic laymen of New Haven.” Then on page 
35 Mr. Kauffman goes on, “…he [Fr. McGivney again] 
spent his energy in promoting the insurance feature…his 
emphasis on business was his pastoral concern for the 
social and financial security of the family.” 

Fr. McGivney lived both the social and the financial inse-
curity of a desperate family, with the breadwinner sud-
denly taken, that had to be supported.  He left the semi-
nary to work and support his mother and siblings.  He 
didn’t want other Catholic families to find themselves in 
such a predicament. That, and uniting men of faith, was 
the impetus for establishing our Order.  Everyone who 
joined in those first years was insured; that was part and 
parcel of being in the organization.  Now every member 
has a choice and every member should know what we do, 
and how we do it.  Here’s the process I use when I meet 
with families:  

1. Discover – Identify and prioritize your financial goals  

2. Gather Data – Collect facts and figures based on your 
current situation 

3. Analyze – Input data, run calculations, identify short-
falls 

4. Recommend – Propose a financial strategy designed to 
satisfy your goals 

5. Implement – Choose a financial strategy and imple-
ment 

6. Periodic Review – Review regularly, measure success, 
make adjustments 

As you can tell, this is a painless process.  But it can help 
any family, at any age, determine if they have blind spots 
in their coverage. It can help you avoid the pain of being 
underinsured. With a variety of life insurance products 
we offer we can help just about any person within any 
budget.  

I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to buy life insur-
ance…I want to buy what life insurance provides: no 
change in lifestyle for the survivors…in the house where 
they want to be.  It’ll pay for a daughter’s wedding, a 
child’s college education and much more. What does life 
insurance provide? Peace of mind, security, freedom from 
anxiety, a safeguard from the unknown. 

That’s where I can help.  Call me to set an appointment 
today. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Steve Upton 

SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember————Life Insurance Awareness MonthLife Insurance Awareness MonthLife Insurance Awareness MonthLife Insurance Awareness Month 

 Steve Upton, PGK, 

ST EVE  UPT ON ,  GK,FDD 
Field Agent 

301-873-7450 cel l  
301-421-1430 off i ce 

steve.upton@kofc.org  
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The 19th annual Maryland Face the Truth Tour, spon-
sored by Defend Life, was held July 29 thru August 2.  
The Core group of 18 teens and adult leaders journeyed 
to three stops each day for five consecutive days, includ-
ing locations in West Virginia and near the White 
House, to expose the ugly hidden face of abortion. 

On Tuesday, July 30, Rock Creek Council hosted this 
group which that day made stops at Wisteria Drive, Ger-
mantown in the morning; the White House from 11:30 
am to 1 pm; and at Chevy Chase Circle beginning at 4 
pm.  At 2 pm in our Council Hall a lunch was served and 
Barry Sullivan spoke about "Finding Joy in the Battle for 
Souls and Lives."  Barry is a nuclear engineer and long-
time pro-life advocate.  His twin sister is mother of nine 
children.  He reminded us of a famous quotation by 
Mother Theresa that “Retirement only comes after 
death!”  One thing for sure is that unless abortion ends 
in America, abortion will be the end of America.  "Our 
goal”, he said, “is not only to make abortion illegal, but 
to make it unthinkable!"  Following the Chevy Chase 
Circle stop, the group came back to our Council Hall for 
a chicken dinner.  Mike Horan provided the two meals 
to the grateful and tired, but enthusiastic group.  
Thanks, Mike! 

Past Core Team members who have had a great impact 
include: Joan Walsh who took her final vows as a Poor 
Claire, and she is now known as Sister Mary Damiana of 
the King of Glory; Brian Crenwedge is a graduate of 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and was ordained a Catholic 
priest; Angela Swagler Greenwlt is a graduate of Ave 
Maria Law School; Beth Walsh Serio is a graduate of 
Mount St. Mary’s University, married, has three chil-
dren; and Chrissie Walsh Dhangmon, a co-valedictorian 
at Christendom College, married and mother of four 
children.  

Neil Dorian, Neil Dorian, Neil Dorian, Neil Dorian,  

Council Hosts Pro-Life Group 

The Ladies Auxiliary of Rock Creek Council has been res-
urrected after many years of inactivity.  We hope to be 
active providing support for the mission of the Knights 
through projects and activities of our own, as well as pro-
viding a channel for wives of Rock Creek Knights to meet 
and socialize.  We hope you will join us. 

The Ladies Auxiliary hosted its first introductory meeting 
on Thursday, June 17, in the Lounge.  A wonderful group 
of 11 women attended to discuss possible events, needs of 
the chapter, charitable giving, and new member outreach 
activities.  Free drinks and snacks were provided by Mike 
Horan and the staff of the Lounge, and new Grand 
Knight Mike Houlihan stopped by to meet all of the par-
ticipants and offer his assistance with future projects.  
The Ladies donated $110 towards this month’s charity, 
Special Olympics; this was a wonderful way to begin our 
charitable giving. 
 
The Ladies Auxiliary will meet once every two months 
and conduct a majority of business via email and text to 
accommodate all participants’ busy schedules.  The group 
will first tackle a donation to plant a new tree on the front 
lawn of the Mansion, replacing the large tree recently 
removed.  All members can find a donation bucket at the 
front door of the lounge – look for the “tree”!   

Ladies Auxiliary members will also, in the coming weeks, 
sift through hundreds of wonderful old photos from 
events at the Council and select a number of photos to be 
framed and added to the Lounge along with photos of the 
town of Bethesda from years past.  In the coming weeks, 
we will be considering a fun get-together for adults, per-
haps a game night with corn hole, giant jenga, giant con-
nect 4 and great food.  Please look for more information 
in the Lounge and via the council website. 

Women interested in joining us in any capacity, be it 
decorating for the holidays or attending a St. Patrick’s 
day party, or fundraising for school supplies, should pro-
vide email addresses and phone numbers to Kelley Len-
non (301 385 9356), Kristie Galic (240.463.8504 ) or 
Katy Hatcher ( 301.318.6366).  When we have your email 
address, we will send you further information as events 
evolve. 
 
Our next meeting, with free drinks and snacks, will be 
Thursday, September 26, from 5-7 pm in the lounge.. 
Please plan to attend and start thinking about your favor-
ite recipes for an LA (Ladies Auxiliary) potluck and even 
a cook book! 

Kristie Galic Kristie Galic Kristie Galic Kristie Galic and Katy Hatcher 

Notes from the AuxiliaryNotes from the AuxiliaryNotes from the AuxiliaryNotes from the Auxiliary    

Volunteers Needed 

The Montgomery Special Olympics Golf Qualifier at Rat-
tlewood Golf Course will be held on Sunday, September 
1, 2019.  The Knights of Columbus has been asked 
again to provide personnel to assist at the (6) skills sta-
tions.  The work is not hard.  Report time is around 0930 
to 1000 with competition beginning around 1045 am. The 
whole thing is over in about 3 hours. Please consider 
helping out. If you have students that need hours for 
school, bring them along, the Maryland Special Olympics 
representatives at the event will verify their time.    

Our District Deputy Bill Newbrough will be attending - 
cal/txt Bill  at 301-452-6124 or email 
at  william.newbrough@cwt.com  if you’re available.  See 
link to Rattlewood course below for directions.      

 https://www.mcggolf.com/course/rattlewood  
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Hours:  Monday Thru Thursday 2-10 
Friday 2-Midnight, Saturday 2-11, Sunday 2-8, 

Meeting Nights 1-8 

Club News 

As the summer starts to wind down, the Council gears up!  
Be on the look out for list-serve blasts, read the Chatter 
and open our website.  The new Rock Creek website has 
all the updated events.  Here are the events on the books 
and tentatively scheduled for the near future. 

Sports, sports and more sports!!!           

The Nationals are on fire!  You can always find 
a good crew in the bar watching Nats games.  
Stop in for a game or just a few innings and 
cheer the Nats on to the World Series.  

Football.  Need I say more.  

Of course, all the Redskins Game will be front 
and center on Sundays.  This is going to be an 
interesting season.  No one knows what to ex-
pect.  The lounge will open at noon for 1:00 pm 
games and will stay open for late games.  The 

Football Sunday menu will be available for all Skins 
games. 

College Football is already underway.  We will do our 
best to satisfy all your college game needs, but Maryland 
is the hometown favorite.  Penn State and Notre Dame 
are close seconds.  There will always be a good selection 
of games on. 

Along with the pros and college we will have the WCAC 
High School game of the week available.  Our own bar-
tender, Kevin Ricca, along with Tim Strachan and Ken 
Meringola will be broadcasting the WCAC game of the 
week on 1st amendmentsports.com. which we will have on 
live on our new 70” TV. 

Upgrades to the Lounge 

Speaking of new additions to the lounge -- That’s right, a 
new 70” TV was installed.  Most of the cost for the TV 
was donated by Kevin Sloan.  Kevin is our ATM provider 
and is always very generous to Rock Creek.  

The lounge paint has been updated.  A nice hunter green 
has taken the place of the old brown.  The color and cost 
of the painting are being handled by the New Ladies Aux-
iliary. 

Two dart boards have been installed near the walk in.  
Come show off your dart skills.  And to go along with the 
darts Guinness Stout has been added on tap. 

Trivia Returns 

Trivia competitions will be held October 26th.  
Registration starts at 7 pm and the competi-
tion at 7:30.  Teams can have up to 6 players 
max.  There is a team fee of $25.  

Upcoming Live Music - 

Friday night is a great night to bring your wife or 
girlfriend to the council for some wonderful music.  
A portion of the proceeds on band nights will go to 
the “Drop in the Bucket Charity” of the month. 

September 6th – The Dave Phenicie Band 8 pm 

September 13th Tentative – Tom Blood and Late as 
Usual, featuring The Up Late Horns                                                                                              

September 20th – Rockville Station 8 pm 

October 4th – Johnny & The Headhunters 8 pm 

October 18th – J Dub & Double-crossed 8 pm 

Check the website for additional shows. 

Special Dinners 

Friday Night Dinners return September 6th.  The Friday 
and Sunday menu will be pub fare -- burgers, dogs, fresh 
sandwiches, salads and wings.  

The Redskins and Blue Crabs Crab Feast will 
be held on September 29th.  See flier. 

Save the Date  

Rock Creek Council will be hosting a 
great event to benefit the Special Olym-
pics of Montgomery County on October 
17th.  

Fisher House 

For the past four years Rock Creek has pro-
vided dinner one night a month to The Fisher 
House.  The meals are for the service person-
nel and their families who are staying at the 
Fisher House, while receiving treatment at Walter Reed 
Hospital. 

On the third Tuesday of each month, food is prepared by 
Mike Horan and delivered primarily by Vin George, Pat-
rick Tuite and some of their children.  Grand Knight Houli-
han has agreed to add an additional dinner a month to 
Fisher House. 

We are looking for a few people to help with the delivery 
on the first Tuesday of the month.  Anyone interested 
please contact Mike Horan at 240-793-1169 for details. 

For the latest information about the happenings in the 
Lounge, check the council website www.kofc2797.org 

Lounge phone: 301-530-1628 
Mike Horan: 240-793-1169 
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Feel lucky!  The 
Maryland State 
Council Knights 
of Columbus 
50th Annual Car 
Raffle is quickly 
ending.  Now is 
your chance to 
win a new car. 

The GRAND PRIZE is a 2020 Ford Mustang or $18,000 
Cash – your option.  Monies raised will benefit the state’s 
charity and scholarship programs, as well as the charities 
of Rock Creek Council — 60 cents of every dollar col-
lected stays with the council.  Second Prize is an iPad 
and Third Prize is a $200 Gift Card 

Tickets are only $1.00 each or 6 tickets for $5.00.  Drawing 
will occur on October 12, 2019 at the Columbus Day Ball (BWI 
Marriott in Linthicum). You need not be present to win!   

Your 20 car raffle tickets are in the mail.  Please take a 
minute and fill out your tickets and send them back to the 
council with a check.  Bring your tickets to the lounge, and 
you will receive a free drink for every 20 tickets you sell or 
buy.  More tickets can be picked up in the lounge.   Check 
with either Ivan Galic (301-633-3998) or Bill Horan in the 
Lounge. 

State Charity Car Raffle Nine Movies Every Man Must Watch 

 
Supreme recently recommended nine movies that not 
only are entertaining, but are perfect to stimulate  
thoughtful discussion among men.  Their list includes: 

A Man for All Seasons 

St. Thomas More was awesome, in the truest sense of 
the word. He held to his faith and conscience and re-
fused to declare Henry VIII as head of the Church of 
England, even though he knew he would be executed for 
it. 

For the classic movie fans, this film won several Acad-
emy Awards including Best Picture, Best Director and 
Best Actor. Plus, it has an all-star cast with Orson 
Welles, Robert Shaw (or Quint from Jaws) and John Hurt 
(who holds the record for most on-screen deaths). 

Judgment at Nuremberg 

In this fictionalized story, the Best Picture-nominated film 
centers on a military tribunal and offers a glimpse at 
what happened to Nazis after the Holocaust. Spencer 
Tracy leads an all-star cast including Burt Lancaster, 
Montgomery Clift, Judy Garland and William Shatner. 

The movie is also the first time  Nazi concentration camp 
footage was used in a commercial film. Judgment at Nur-
emberg shows why we must value every single human 
life. 

On the Waterfront 

Marlon Brando. If that doesn’t sell you, this Best-Picture 
winner tells the story of an uneducated former boxer who 
stands up against corrupt union bosses who have unmiti-
gated power. Is it anti-Communist? Yes. Does it have 
pro-Catholic teachings? Yes. 

Plus it features one of the greatest lines in movie history. 
You’ll know it when you watch it. 

Henry V 

The movie deals with themes of war and peace, brother-
hood and leadership, manipulation and trust. But it’s also 
an underdog story, as the British troops were outnum-
bered 5 to 1 against the French at the real battle. 

And yes, HBO’s “Band of Brothers” gets its name from 
the Henry V line “We few, we happy few. We band of 
brothers.” Future trivia answer for you. You’re welcome. 

The Mission 

Robert De Niro stars in this movie about a Jesuit mis-
sionary evangelizing the native people of 18th-century 
South America. It was nominated for seven Oscars and 
won the Palm d’Or at the Cannes Film Festival. 

We Were Soldiers 

Although violent, the battle scenes are accurate portray-
als of the events that changed the course of the Vietnam 

War. The movie, led by Mel Gibson, shows the patriotic 
men who dedicated and sacrificed their lives for God, 
country and their brothers. 

Liberating a Continent 

St. John Paul II’s trip to Poland in 1978 brought hope to a 
continent split by the Soviet Union’s “Iron Curtain.” It may 
not be an action-packed movie, but it’s about real people, 
real lives, real consequences and the real power of 
prayer. 

For Greater Glory 

In the 1920s, Mexican Catholics were persecuted by their 
government, fighting for their lives and the right to prac-
tice their faith. Many people were martyred during the 
conflict — including six Knights  who were later canon-
ized. 

The film’s themes of religious liberty remains powerful as 
Christians are still persecuted  throughout the world to-
day. 

Shane 

Dealing with themes of heroism, redemption and justice, 
this film centers on a former gunslinger who tries to help a 
family harassed by a gang. Shane is a classic film, listed 
number 45 on AFI’s 100 Years… 100 Movies  list. 
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REFLECTIONS 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK 

The Papal View of Socialism 
Almost a century ago, many influential Americans became 
enamored with the socialistic programs being developed 
in Europe and wanted to apply them in this country.  In 
the 1920s, Benito Mussolini was favorably depicted on the 
cover of Time magazine and the efficiency he achieved 
through government control of Italy’s economy was ex-
tolled on the pages of Forbes.  About the same time, dele-
gations of union leaders, academics and journalists trav-
eled to Russia to tour collective farms, government-run 
factories and massive infrastructure projects being pro-
moted by Joseph Stalin.  A decade later, the totalitarian 
ambitions of these socialistic leaders would become evi-
dent in Fascism and Communism. 

Today, Americans are once again expressing favor toward 
socialism.  A May 2019 Gallup poll found that 43% of the 
people think socialism would be good for the country, al-
though 51% think it would be bad.  This is significantly 
more positive than a 1942 Roper poll in which 25% of 
Americans thought socialism would be “good” for the 
country and 40% thought it would be “bad”; the remain-
der at the time had no opinion. 

In contrast to this favorable 
shift, every pope, from Pius IX 
in 1849 through Benedict XVI 
has opposed socialism.  Pope 
Pius XI, in his encyclical Quad-
ragesimo Anno, went so far as 
to say that socialism is 
“irreconcilable with true Chris-
tianity,” and thus “no one can 
be at the same time a good 
Catholic and a true socialist.” 

What is it that merits such consistent and emphatic papal 
rebuke? 

Socialism refers to state ownership of the means of pro-
duction, distribution, and exchange of wealth exercised 
through the government and its officials.  It aims for eco-
nomic justice and the general welfare of all by having peo-
ple contribute according to their ability and to receive 
benefits according to their needs.  This worthy though 
idealistic goal has been tried many times and failed re-
peatedly. 

Under socialism, government officials develop rules and 
regulation that dictate how others can or cannot operate, 
and thus impose their judgment for that of the individual.  
As a result, it discourages personal initiative while intro-
ducing state control. 

From the perspective of Catholic doctrine, socialism has 
several significant flaws.  Two of the most fundamental 
are its view of the person and its treatment of private 
property.   

Socialism treats people as groups, not individuals.  Pope 
John Paul II, in Centesimus Annus, described this error 
as “anthropological in nature.  Socialism considers the 
individual person simply as an element, a molecule within 
the social organism, so that the good of the individual is 
completely subordinated to the functioning of the socio-
economic mechanism.” 

The collective nature of socialism violates an individual’s 
freedom to decide matters that lie within that person’s 
competence and reason.  It usurps a person’s natural, 
God-given rights, which are inalienable, and replaces them 
with class privileges, whether based on economics, race, 
color, gender or, more recently, sexual identity.  In radical 
attempts to promote equality among classes, it fosters an 
unequal treatment of groups, bestowing benefits on some 
but not others. 

Socialism also denies a man’s natural law right to private 
property, and calls for redistributing wealth by taking 
from the rich to give to the poor.  It matters little whether 
the state directly confiscates a person’s property or im-

poses overly high taxation; 
either way, an injustice is com-
mitted by denying a person his 
or her due.  One congressional 
representative recently sug-
gested a marginal income tax 
rate of 70 percent on the top 
earners, while another said 
rates could be “as high as 90 
percent.”  As Pope Leo XIII 
wrote in Rerum Novarum: 
“The State would therefore be 
unjust and cruel if under the 

name of taxation it were to deprive the private owner of 
more than is fair.” 

As a philosophical construct, socialism substitutes gov-
ernment-provided security for personal freedom, state 
paternalism for self-initiative, government mandates for 
individual responsibility, and communal directives for 
personal conscience.  In the extreme, socialism tends to-
ward totalitarianism, for when people pursue their own 
interests in opposition to the state’s aims, the power of 
the government is often used to equalize the inequalities.  
As Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen wrote, “If the sheep will 
not of themselves run together in the unity of the sheep-
fold, then dogs must be sent barking at their heels.” 

Some may argue that today’s trend toward socialism in 
America is not totalitarian but democratic.  Socialism in 
any form, however, whether presented as “democratic 
socialism,” or “moderate socialism,” or even “Christian 
socialism,” conflicts with Catholic teaching.  Pope John 
XXIII stated in Mater et Magistra that “no Catholic could 

(Continued on page 10) 
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subscribe even to moderate Socialism.” 

While Americans have become more favorable toward so-
cialism, they do not appear to know what it is.  A Septem-
ber 2018 Gallup poll found that only 17% of Americans un-
derstand it as government ownership of the nation’s means 
of production – its traditional meaning and the one that 
excited the thought leaders of the 1920s.  In contrast, 23% 
view it as equality in rights and benefits, while another 10% 
as free social services such as medical care for all.  The re-
maining half of the populace either have no opinion (23%), 
or a smattering of ideas such as getting along with people, 
social media, political liberalism, restrictions on freedom, 
or a modified form of communism. 

If Americans have such a wide diversity of ideas of what 
socialism means, how can so many intelligently say social-
ism would be good for the country?  Without clarity of vi-
sion, how can the nation progress? 

Catholic social doctrine, with its emphasis on human free-
dom, charity and love of neighbor, provides a way forward 
between socialism in its many guises and unfettered capi-
talism.  The Church emphasizes the dual aspects of the 
right to own and the duty to share.  The human person 
should use his God-given talents to the fullest and assist 
others with the fruits of his accomplishments. 

Pope Francis speaks often about the Church’s social re-
sponsibilities.  Although he has not rejected socialism, nei-
ther has he adopted it.  Rather, in a recent letter addressed 
to young economists and entrepreneurs around the world, 
he proposed a new and different type of economic system: 
“one that brings life not death, one that is inclusive and 
not exclusive, humane and not dehumanizing, one that 
cares for the environment and does not despoil it." 

Pope Benedict XVI, in Deus Caritas Est, presents an ap-
proach to these lofty goals.  “We do not need a State”, he 
wrote, “which regulates and controls everything, but a 
State which, in accordance with the principle of subsidiar-
ity, generously acknowledges and supports initiatives aris-
ing from the different social forces and combines sponta-
neity with closeness to those in need.” 

REFLECTIONS 
(Continued from page 9) 

Bethesda Prayer Vigil  
LeRoy Carhart, the late-term abortionist who kills babies 
in the womb up to the point of birth, is located in the 
Medical Building at Wildwood Shopping Center on Old 
Georgetown Road.  Several prayer initiatives are under-
way to drive this business out of Maryland. 

The 40 Days for Life prayer vigil will be held outside his 
facility on the sidewalk in front of the bank, daily from 
September 25 through November 3 from 7 am to 7 pm.  
For more information about the 40 Days for Life cam-
paign, contact Jill Gadwood, 40Days-
Bethesda@gmail.com. 

 

In addition, a more intense sidewalk vigil and public edu-
cation campaign is being held each Monday from 9 AM 
to 11 AM, year-round.  For details about the Monday 
morning vigils, contact Dick Retta at dickret-
ta61@verizon.net or 301 538 2500. 

Please join the group, and rid our area of this evil. 

Knight of the Month 
This month's Knight of the Month is Mike Horan. 

Mike is so central to all of the events of our council and I 
am afraid we may take him for granted sometimes because 
he is so willing and available to help with all of our activi-
ties.  But everyone needs to know how fortunate we are to 
have Mike communicating throughout the council, main-
taining our programs, arranging events for our fraternal 
benefit in the lounge, and maintaining our visibility within 
the community. 

Congratulations, Mike, and thank you for all you do to 
make the council a great place for us! 

Bethesda Abortionist to Expand 

LeRoy Carhart, one of America’s most notorious abor-
tionists, was interviewed by British reporter Hilary 
Andersson for the BBC on July 22, 2019, freely admitted 
that abortion is murder.  For a TV report titled “America’s 
Abortion War,” Andersson asked Carhart: “And you don’t 
have a problem with killing a baby?” to which he re-
sponded: “I have no problem if it’s in the mother’s 
uterus.”  In another scene, Carhart shows Andersson his 
abortion tools, stating with a sense of professional pride, 
“These are the forceps to grasp part of the fetus and to 
crush it and bring out.”  For more of the interview, see 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/bbc-reporter-
stunned-as-top-us-abortionist-admits-he-kills-babies. 

While abortion clinics are closing throughout the 
country, Carhart is looking for ways to expand his 
business.  In an August 22 interview with the Mont-
gomery County Sentinel, Lily Bolourian, director of 
development and political engagement at Carhart’s 
clinic in Bethesda, said, “We have patients from all 
across the country and all across the world.”  And the 
clinic staff is preparing to be able to assist even more 
women, because of the “very serious possibility” that 
Roe v. Wade could be overturned.   

While other facilities perform abortions, this clinic is 
one of only four or five in the whole country that spe-
cialize in second- and third- trimester abortions.  She 
said, “If people want to get an abortion, they are go-
ing to have an abortion.”  She dismissed the pro-life 
protesters as few and ineffective.  For more informa-
tion on the interview, see 
https://mont.thesentinel.com/2019/08/22/bethesda-
abortion-clinic-looks-to-expand-services-for-women/  
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I did not receive any sugges-
tions for an Italian restaurant 
where we could hold our sum-
mer meeting.  Alfio’s where 
we held our meeting for over 
20 years has raised its prices 
and has become too expensive 
for our group. 

I recently attended the 50th 
wedding anniversary for Joe 
and Anne Murphy — con-
gratulations to both of them for 
some many years of marriage.  The Mass at 
St. Mary’s Church on Rockville was fol-
lowed by a luncheon at Amici Miei. 

The food was great, the parking accessible, 
and the prices reasonable.  They might meet 
our need for anew location for our meeting.  
I will follow up and if everything goes well, I 
will book it.  If so, there will be a flyer. 

Helen Brennan has checked with Julie on 
dates for a Halloween Meeting and Party.  
We are checking on possible conflicts.  
There also will be a flyer about this event. 

We will continue to invite two or three 
Montgomery County Police Officers to our 

events.  We must support them. 

Please remember my grandson 
Brandon in your prayers.  He is 
a New Jersey hospital.  Also, 
remenmber all who are on our 
prayer list.  Please call me to 
up-date it. 
 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 
AND OUR MILITARY! 

 
PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers remember: Eureka and 
Elizabeth Arcand, Dorothy Bush, Mau-
reen Collins, Kevin Dyer, Helen Fincut-
ter, Susan Gordon Garcia, Lois Gargano, 
Katharine Giodati, Bill Gordon, Joselyn 
Walter Graham , Marie Horan, Saunders 
Jacobsen, Alex Lee, Julia Marcus, James 
Marketos, Joe Murphy, Eugene O’Neill, 
Ralph Oviedo, Sr. Maureen Patrice, Fr. 
David Pollak, Joan Reed, Anne Ryan, 
Bridget Shanahan, Midge Shanahan, Glo-
ria Skapik, Pilar Stark, Estelle Stoltz, 
Stephanie Suff, Alex Swanke, Marge 
Swanke, Regina Walter, Barbara Waters, 
and Fran and Frank Zello. 

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

Council Leaders 

 

CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Mark Hughes—301-942-2333, x-109 
Deacon Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Michael Houlihan—--410-707-8550 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Jon Schneider—301-279-0291 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Ivan Galic—301-633-3998 

 

WARDEN 
Alex Lieb—301-233-0125 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Douglas Yeatman—301-785-3747 

 

RECORDER 
Jason Wan— 

 

TREASURER 
Charles Gormly—202-669-0479 

 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK—301-469-8453 

 

INSIDE GUARDS 
Michael Naas— 
Aston Williams— 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
John Titus— 

Philip Sheridan— 
 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year—Richard Heim—240-888-1240 

2-Year—Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 
3-Year—Joseph Doniger—240-566-2150 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Christopher Horan— 

 

FAITH ACTIVITIES  
Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Matthew Moran— 

 

LIFE ACTIVITIES 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
James Bergmann— 

 

RECRUITMENT COMMMITEE 

Richard Strachan— 
 

VOCATIONS CHAIRMAN 
Michael Houlihan—410-707-8550 

 

RETENTION CHAIRMAN 
Jon Schneider— 

 

LECTURER 
Michael Newman— 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew Flynn—301-942-8491 

Ivan Galic—301-633-3998 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES 

LOUNGE—301-530-1628 

KAY-CEE CLUB —301-530-0258 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Rental Corner 

We are gearing up for a fun-filled fall and winter of rentals, including a birthday 
parties,  special celebrations,  bar and bat mitzvahs, and a number of lovely wed-
dings.  We are steadily booking in 2020.   

Remember, Rock Creek Council members get a huge rental discount! 

 

    Julie Buckingham Carter 

Event Coordinator 
 

cell phone: 240-426-1220,  
email: rcmansion@gmail.com 

website: www.rockcreekmansion.com 
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ROCK CREEK COUNCIL CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 
      
    

2 3 
Rosary 7:30 PM 
Business Meet-

ing 8:00 PM  

4 5 6 
The Dave 

Phenicie Band 
at 8:00 PM  

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 

 

11 12 13 
Tom Blood and 
Late as Usual—

Tentative 

14 

 

15 
 

16 

 
17 

 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
Social Meeting 

8:00 PM  

18 
 

 
K-C Club 
7:00 PM  

19 
 
O’Boyle Assem. 
Rosary 7:30 PM 

Meeting 8:00 PM 

20 
 

Rockville Sta-
tion at 8:00 PM 

21 
 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

 

25 
 

 

26 
 
 

Ladies Auxiliary 
5:00 PM 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

 

Place 1st 
Class 
Stamp 
Here 

October CHATTER Deadline: 
September 23, 2019 

 

Rock Creek Council’s 

ROCK CREEK 

MANSION 

For more information, 
check the website 

www.rockcreekmansion.com 

Schedule a tour by calling 

Julie Carter 
240-426-1220 

A Private Party Site in the 
Heart of Bethesda 

 

Excellent location near the 
Capital Beltway, just north 

of NIH. 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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