
Brothers, 

Welcome to our busy fall!  There is 
a lot going on in your Council.  You 
are aware, I’m sure, of our many 
social and service events.  I’d like to 
call your attention to a couple of 
other aspects of our programs – 
faith-related events and engaging 
our younger brothers. 

As Catholic men and Knights, it is 
our duty and our purpose to con-
tinually grow in our faith, to learn better how to glorify God 
through our thoughts and actions.  Our Council is commit-
ted to providing opportunities to grow in our faith together, 
as Brothers.  To that end, we will have a few faith-focused 
events this year.  In early November (likely Saturday, No-
vember 9), we will hold a morning service of reflection, with 
Mass celebrated by our Council Chaplain Fr. Mark Hughes, 
followed by breakfast and presentations/discussions.  On 
November 11, we will have the Memorial Mass in honor of 
our Veterans who died in the service of our country.  And in 
early February, we will have a “mini-retreat” half-day event 
with Mass and pre-Lent presentations/discussions.  Look 

(Continued on page 2) 

Brother Knights, 

Many years ago, I gave a homily at 
Sunday Mass with the message 
that the American Catholic Church 
was doing pretty well considering 
the circumstances of the time we 
live in.  My theme was that all main 
line Protestants Churches were 
involved with Politics and 
“adjusting” their moral teaching to 
“new conditions”, while we are do-
ing the right thing by not giving in.  Evangelical Churches 
are taking the same approach.  They are doing well too.  I 
also noted that the Catholic Church in Europe is a tiny per-
cent of what it used to be.  In America, we are resisting that 
kind of decline. 

I received a letter ridiculing my homily.  The individual 
pulled out statistics from the 1950’s and compared them to 
today.  In terms of percentages, the church of the 21st cen-
tury cannot compare with the church of the 1950’s.  No 
question about it, a much higher percentage of Catholics 
then believed in the Sacraments and attended Mass.  But 
that day in age was quite different than today. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

Use the analogy of automobiles in a reverse manner to see 
why I believe the Church of today is doing well. 

In the 1950’s, cars were very different than today.  All the 
advances of our modern cars did not exist.  Cars then pol-
luted the air in huge amounts compared to the present.  
They were not nearly as safe or reliable as today.  You could 
go on and on.  The product being produced in 2019 by auto 
manufacturers are incredibly sophisticated and well-made. 

Does this mean the cars of the 1950’s were no good?  Of 
course not.  Those vehicles were much superior to the cars 
of the 1920’s.  They were the best that could be produced at 
the moment. 

As far as the Church is involved, the conditions in which we 
operate are way more challenging than 60 or 70 years ago.  
Then, people were witnesses to two world wars where 80 
million people died.  Add to that tragedy a Communist em-
pire that was in the process of killing 100 million more.  Peo-
ple needed hope and joy.  The Catholic Church, along with 
other religious traditions, were providing that hope as well as 
eternal truth. 

Today, the concept of eternity is dying out.  The secular 
mindset is going strong and gaining ground.  People are in-
terested in today and the opportunities of the moment.  We 
still have the same teachings and do the same work, but we 
just can’t get as many people’s attention. 

In the 1950’s the wind was at the back of the churchgoers.  
Now it has become a fierce head wind.  People have to be 
brave, determined, and humble to stay with God.  If you only 
look at numbers – no, we are not where the Church of the 
1950’s was.  But in light of the challenges we face today we 
are doing pretty well. 

Sincerely, 

Fr. HughesFr. HughesFr. HughesFr. Hughes 

The Exemplification of the Fourth Degree for the Arch-
diocese of Washington District is rapidly approaching.    
This ceremony is held only twice a year, so now is a good 
opportunity to advance to the Patriotic Degree. 

The exemplification will be held on Saturday, October 19 
at St. Francis Xavier Church (2800 Pennsylvania Ave. SE,  
Washington, DC).  Candidates should wear a dark suit 
and bring with them a Rosary and Third Degree member-
ship card.  Deadline for application, registration and 
lunch reservation is October 5.  Registration of candidates 
on October 19 will begin at 9:30 am; the exemplification 
will begin at 11 am sharp with group photo and lunch to 
follow.  For more information about the Fourth Degree or 
to register for the exemplification, contact me, Neil 

Dorian. 

The next monthly business meeting is 
Thursday, October 17 in the Emerald 
Room at Fr. Rosensteel.  Rosary begins at 
7:30 pm, meeting at 8 pm with compli-
mentary meal to follow. 

For more information or to join the Fourth Degree, please 
contact SK Neil Dorian at 301-237-0552 or neildori-
ankc@yahoo.com. 

Neil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SKNeil Dorian, SK    
Past Faithful Navigator 

Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle Assembly, No. 386  

Knight of the Month 
This month's Knight of the Month is Howard 
Frye. 

Mike is treasurer of the Kay Cee Club, which main-
tains Rock Creek Mansion as our council home.  It is a 
significant task to handle the funds needed to main-
tain and upgrade the building and grounds, and How-
ard doesan exemplary job. 

Congratulations, Howard, and thank you for all you 
do to make the council — and the Kay Cee Club —a 
great place for us! 

for more information on these soon, and please plan 
to join us as we work together on our faith lives. 

We are fortunate to have many young members 
among our ranks.  I’ve met many of you recently, and 
I am looking forward to working with you to plan out 
some events that you will find interesting and at 
which you can meet and grow relationships with your 
peers in our Council.  We are planning to have some 
events at the Lounge in the coming months specifi-
cally targeted to our younger members.  If you have 
suggestions, please email them to me at houlihanG-
K2797KoC@gmail.com or share them with our Lec-
turer,  Thomas Wong, at 76wong@cua.edu.   

Our Council has a great level of vitality that extends to 
our faith lives and to all our members.  Thank for your 
help in making Rock Creek Council a great place to 
share our faith and to grow through relationship with 
all of our members, new and old.  

Michael HoulihanMichael HoulihanMichael HoulihanMichael Houlihan    
Grand Knight 

(Continued from page 1) 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT 

Dear Brother Knights, Family and 
Friends,  

As you are no doubt aware, the Or-
der has rolled out a number of inno-
vations over the last year – some 
more warmly received than others.  
The 4th degree regalia change, the 
new Faith in Action Program and the 
advent of online membership have 
all generated strong opinions both 

pro and con.  In every organization, change is inevitable 
and the Knights of Columbus is no exception. 

Online membership has certainly had its share of critics 
and promoters.  In promoting this new “first step” I fre-
quently remind our members that “online” membership is 
not a perpetual state.  It is simply an opportunity to reach 
a wider range of potential new members.  Once that 1st 
step is taken, the challenge falls to the councils to wel-
come and engage new members in the charitable and fra-
ternal life of the Order.  Accordingly, it is the District Dep-
uty’s happy responsibility to make contact with new online 
members, introduce them to the history and principles of 
the order and invite them to an Admissions Degree. 

As I often say, being a member of the Knights of Colum-
bus is an opportunity not an obligation.    For those of us 
who frequently issue the invitation to potential new mem-
bers to join our Order – the familiar response “Sorry…I 
have too much on my plate” is all too common.  If only I 
could convey to these potential new members in 60 sec-
onds or less (the proverbial elevator speech) how trans-
formative those opportunities have been for me.  Often, 
that transformation comes in the form of a new acquaint-
ance followed by amazing opportunities to put faith into 
action.  

In May of 2019, as I was conducting the routine task of 
reaching out to new online members, I had the opportu-
nity to meet Brother Knight John Smith.  Officially, John is 
“retired” after a long and productive career as a senior 
supply chain executive with Proctor & Gamble and Kraft 
Foods.  During our initial email communication, I asked 
John his “Why?”  “Why” did he choose to join the Knights 
of Columbus?   He responded that he was doing work to 
support persecuted Christians and that he was impressed 
with the relief efforts of the Knights.  Of course, I had no 
idea what “that work” might be.  But his comment led to a 
phone call during which we discussed at length John’s 
“volunteer work” on behalf of persecuted Christians.  We 
also discussed the Knights relief efforts especially in Iraq 
and Syria.  I mentioned to John that Fr. Peter Paul Maher 
Council #6793 was hosting a prayer vigil that week on be-
half of persecuted Christians at Our Lady of Grace Parish 
in Silver Spring MD and asked if he might be interested.  

Not only did John and his wife Mary attend the prayer vigil 
but John agreed to speak to the gathering as well.  That 

summer the parish raised over $2,000 for the Knights 
Christian Relief Fund.   In subsequent conversations, I 
learned that John and his wife Mary have long been ac-
tive in community affairs.  Recently John served two years 
as campaign chair of the United Way in Ontario, Canada, 
and today he works on behalf of the Papal Foundation 
“Aid to the Church in Need” in service to the persecuted 
Christians of Iraq.  In fact, John was working as the Holy 
Father’s man on the ground in Iraq and was overseeing 
the redevelopment of nine Christian towns in the region 
most heavily effected by ISIS.  Although John was sched-
uled to leave for Iraq two days after the prayer vigil, he 
generously carved out time to be there.    

What an honor and privilege it has been to meet and get 
to know John and Mary.  If anyone ever had an excuse to 
say he had “too much on his plate” to get involved with 
the Knights it would be John.  But in his few short months 
as a Knight, John has received the honors of all four de-
grees of the Order and is excited to become an active 
member.  On Tuesday, Sept. 3rd, following a summer that 
included three trips to Iraq, John provided an executive 
level briefing to the MD State Council at Fr. Rosensteel 
Council #2169 in Silver Spring MD.  The briefing provided 
a unique and high-level overview of the challenges facing 
persecuted Christian families and pastors in the region.  
John’s presentation offered a detailed and moving ac-
count of relief efforts and programs designed to provide 
hope and support for Christians living in the aftermath of 
ISIS’s genocidal persecution. 

At the Supreme Convention in August 2019, the Supreme 
Knight challenged all jurisdictions in the Order to adopt a 
parish located in the Nineveh Plain region of Iraq.  The 
MD Jurisdiction is honored to adopt St. Adday Parish in 
Karemles Iraq, the town most recently rebuilt by the 
Knights of Columbus.  The pastor of St. Adday is Chal-
dean Catholic priest Fr. Thabet Youseff Mekko.  During 
his 3rd trip to Iraq this summer, Brother John Smith deliv-
ered  two Solidarity Crosses to Fr. Thabet and discussed 

(Continued on page 4) 

At the Executive Briefing on Relief Efforts for Per secuted Christians 
(L-R) John and Mary Smith, Linda and SD Dale Trott 

William Newbrough, DD 
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Remember Our Sick and Deceased 

Sick and Distressed: 

PGK Roberto and Mary Jo Ibáñez, Les-

lie Ibáñez (wife of PGK Tony Ibáñez),  

PGK Victor Khayat, PGK Vince and 

Glenda Bunag, PGK John Vivian, Greg 

Curtin, Cecilia Wan (mother of Jason 

Wan), Maria Johnson (sister of Bob 

Metzler), Andrew Dolan Miller (son of 

Alex Lieb), Brandon Waters (grandson 

of PGK Bob Waters), Lindsay Patten 

(daughter of Michael Patten),  and those on the Seniors’ 

sick list (p. 11) 

Deceased: 

Past State Deputy Peter Davio, Joseph W. McPherson 

(founder of the Avalon Schools, friend of PKG Larry Gray-

son) 

Pray for our departed members, families and friends. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT 

(Continued from page 3) 

the idea of partnering with the Maryland jurisdiction.  
Fr. Thabet was very pleased and grateful for the 
Knights support and is eager to share the story of 
the Christians of Karemles. 

Let me just say that meeting John and Mary has 
been a transformative experience.  And I know, that 
this opportunity was made possible through mem-
bership in the Knights of Columbus and the grace 
of God.  I encourage you to continue to see your 
service and charitable work in our Order as a grace 
filled opportunity.  We should never judge ourselves 
so busy that we do not have time to serve as instru-
ments of God’s grace and put our Faith into Action!   
Vivat Jesus!   

William Newbrough 
District Deputy No. 18 

 

Thursday, October 17 

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Cantrel Hall, Council 

Luncheon Buffet 

$20.00 per person -- $2.00 cash bar, $1.00 soft drinks 

Come in your favorite costume and have fun! 
Prizes for the best costumes: Scariest, Funniest, Most Original 

Reservations required 

Make checks payable to “Rock Creek Seniors” 

Send your name and check by Tuesday, October 15th to: 

  Dora and Ted McIntosh 
11928A Darnestown Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

301-963-4742 

Seniors Halloween PartySeniors Halloween PartySeniors Halloween PartySeniors Halloween Party    
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ROSARY AT  7:30 P.M . 
 
 
 

  We pray the Rosary 
before our meetings on 

the 1st and 3rd Tues-

days of each month 

 

Come and join us! 

A field agent like me who is lucky 
enough to be doing this great work 
for even a few years, undoubtedly 
has a personal story of the chaos and 
disorder that a devastated family 
stares at when there is a sudden loss.  
Although not personal stories, there 
are two stories I’d like to relate. 

The first is about a young boy named 
Julius.  When Julius was seven-years 

old his mother, Irene, who was 37, died of cancer.  His 
father, Norman, had two teenage girls along with Julius 
to support and raise.  The family was forced to rely on the 
help and generosity of friends and relatives because Irene 
died without life insurance.  Norman had a three-hour 
commute to his job, but always supported his children’s 
activities.  Julius excelled at sports, especially football 
and his dad spent what little free time he had fostering 
Julius and his talent.  Julius later admitted that he “was 
handed a life lesson early, growing up with one parent.  It 
wasn’t the easiest life—my dad sacrificed a lot.” 

Fast forward to Julius some 30 years later and he is mar-
ried, has a wife and two children.   He’s done quite well 
for himself both professionally and financially.  He has 
had a distinguished career and he has a considerable 
amount of life insurance to protect his family.  Julius un-
derstands protection quite well after the early life he ex-
perienced.  He understands the hardships of a family that 
loses a parent and what the children must go through. I n 
his professional life he enjoyed considerable success be-
cause of those that protected him.  For 13 years he was 
protected in his career.  You see that protection for Julius 
came in the form of 300-pound offensive line-
men…nobody called him Julius.  His nickname was 
“Boomer” . . . Boomer Esiason — a four-time Pro Bowler, 
an NFL Most Valuable Player and a Walter Peyton NFL 
Man of the Year and University of Maryland quarterback 
great.  Most importantly, he is a husband to Cheryl and a 

father to Sydney and Gunnar.   

“Life happens at the most unexpected of times, and life 
insurance is about protecting the future and the people 
you love,” Boomer says.  “Remember, if something hap-
pens and you haven’t done the planning, the people you 
leave behind will feel the brunt of your mistakes.”  That 
story comes from LifeHappens.org. 

The other story is not similar at all.  It’s about a member 
of the Knights of Columbus.  He passed away recently and 
like in Boomer’s family, left behind a spouse and several 
young children.  There were no whispered worries at the 
funeral home.  There was no GoFundMe page to raise 
money.  There is no concern that the children will not go 
to college or that the wedding he promised his daughter 
will not take place.  No, their home and future are secure.   
If our goal is to protect Catholic families from the near 
devastation that our Venerable founder faced, then I must 
tell the story of how I can help my Brother Knights.  The 
process of making sure one has adequate protection for 
the family is not painful; since we are Brother Knights 
serving Brother Knights, it is often a time of not only 
helping to protect all that is important to a family, but 
also a shared experience that leads to an abiding friend-
ship. 

Who was that knight?  I don’t know; you don’t hear about 
those men.  Because the council didn’t have to have a spa-
ghetti dinner or pass the hat.  But I assure you he was out 
there.  But you’ll never know it -because he planned. 

Let’s sit down and do some planning and put your mind 
at ease.  

Vivat Jesus! 

Life Insurance “Real Life Stories”Life Insurance “Real Life Stories”Life Insurance “Real Life Stories”Life Insurance “Real Life Stories” 

 Steve Upton, PGK, 

ST EVE  UPT ON ,  GK,FDD 
Field Agent 

301-873-7450 cel l  
301-421-1430 off i ce 

steve.upton@kofc.org  

Upcoming Admissions DegreeUpcoming Admissions DegreeUpcoming Admissions DegreeUpcoming Admissions Degree    
The council hold an Admissions Degree on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 15 at 8:00 PM.  Candidates should arrive by 7:30 
PM and report to the lounge. 

Future degree scheduled for the Council are: 

Admissions Degree (1st):  
October 15 
December 3 
February 18 
April 7 

Formation Degree (2nd): 
January 21, 2020 

Knighthood Degree (3rd): 
Januatry 31, 2020 
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Yes, it’s Tootsie Roll time again.  This fundraiser, which 
supports programs for people with intellectual disabili-
ties, is a Knights of Columbus tradition.  The drive is on 
now and runs through November 30.   

We have been fortunate to have been able to schedule 
time at two Giant Food Locations and one parish for our 
annual Tootsie Roll Drive. The date is Saturday, Octo-
ber 5th,  from 
10:00 am until 
4:00 pm at the 
Giant(s) lo-
cated at 
Georgetown 
Square 
(Democracy 
Blvd and Old 
Georgetown 
Rd) and Cabin 
John Shopping 
Center Tucker-
man Ln and 
Seven Locks).  
Ideally, we 
need two (or 
more) guys for 
two-hour shifts 
at each Giant 
location.  

And, on the weekend of October 19-20, 2019, we 
have permission to collect at St. Jane de Chantal parish, 
and ask for donations after the scheduled masses.  We 
need coverage for the Saturday 5:00 pm Mass and the 
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 Noon and 5:00 pm 
Masses as well.  Filling these slots should be easier in 
that for those of us already attending a specified Mass, 
can just help out at the end of Mass. 

We expect to have permission from the pastors of the 
other parishes we serve, and set us additional dates to 
collect after weekend Masses.  A different Sunday will be 
designated for each parish.  We are seeking volunteers to 
man the tables after the Masses.   

The weather should be nice for that time of year and the 
time does go by quickly. 

Please sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050A48ABA82FA
BF58-tootsie.  Or, contact Contact Mike Patten (240) 
305–6996 or Joe Doniger (240) 566–2150 to let us 
know what shift(s) you can cover.  

Anyone who works a shift after Mass or at a grocery 
store will get a card good for two free drinks in the 
lounge.  Contact Tootsie Roll chairman Mike Patten at 
240-305-6996 or Mike Horan at 240-793-1169, if you 
are willing to help at a Mass at your church or at a local 
grocery store. 

Serving Others 

Supreme Convention Resolutio 
Honoring Our Armed Forces 

At the 137th Annual Convention held this summer in Min-
neapolis, the following resolution was passed: 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Knights of Columbus reaf-
firms our unequivocal gratitude, support, and encourage-
ment for the men and women of the armed forces who 
defend our liberties and freedoms; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that we will never waver in 
our commitment to recognize the contributions of every 
service member on active duty, in the Guard, in the Re-
serves, and all veterans and retired service members; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that we continue to pray for 
the mission success and the safe return of all military per-
sonnel throughout the world, especially those deployed to 
combat zones; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that we now pay tribute to 
those men and women who have served, especially those 
who have suffered serious combat injuries, and we pray 
for the souls of those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice 
by giving their lives in the service of their country. 

For the full resolution, go to: 
www.kofc.org/un/en/conv/2019/resolutions/honoring-
our-armed-forces.html  

Blue Crabs with Redskins 
On Sunday, September 29,, the Council held the 2019 Blue 
Crabs with Redskins Charity Feast.  The Day was a huge 
success.  Along with Rock Creek, Tom Branthover with 
The Redskins Alumni helped welcome all our guests 
which included four retired Redskin Greats: Mike Nelms, 
Darryl Grant, Rich Milot and Jeris White.  We also had 
some retired Redskin Cheerleaders, The First Ladies of 
the NFL.  

Gary Sinise Foundation Ambassador Linda Lowry was on 
hand and helped us welcome some wonderful military 
families from Walter Reed National Military Hospital.  
U.S. Army Capt. Luis R. Avila along with his wife Claudia 
joined us at halftime.   As he has done in the past for 
President Trump and on the 2017 Capital Memorial Con-
cert, Captain Avila sang God Bless America for a standing, 
emotional crowd.   The Avila Family was a recipient of a 
Gary Sinise Foundation Smart House built in Chevy 
Chase. 

The crabs and other dishes were delicious.  The weather 
was perfect.   The Redskins Alumni were wonderful.  The 
silent auction was a success.  And the Redskins Game was 
on TV.  But most of all, the people in attendance were fan-
tastic.  The result was that we raised a bunch of money for 
two great causes, The Children’s Inn at NIH and the Gary 
Sinise Foundation.  

Just wish more Rock Creek members would take part in 
the GREAT FUNCTIONS your council works hard to put 
on! 
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Hours:  Monday Thru Thursday 2-10 
Friday 2-Midnight, Saturday 2-11, Sunday 2-8, 

Meeting Nights 1-8 

Club News 

Summer is in the rearview mirror like the Bay Bridge as 
you head west back to the reality!  Rock Creek Council 
has the best patio in Bethesda. It a great place to enjoy 
fall evenings with friends and family. 

Be on the lookout for list-serve blasts, read the Chatter 
and open our website.  The new Rock Creek website has 
all the updated events.  Here are the events on the books 
and tentatively scheduled for the near future. 

Sports, sports and more sports!!!           

The Nationals are hot.  They took the wild card 
spot in the National League and now are play-
ing a five-game series against the glitzy Los 
Angeles.  They are a team with grit, and now 
are in the playoffs!   

You can always find a good crew in the bar watching Nats 
games. Stop in and help cheer the Nats on to the World 
Series.  

Football, football, football .  

Well the outlook for the Redskins is bleak. 
That doesn’t mean we don’t still love our home 
team.  The lounge will open at noon for 1:00 
pm games and will stay open for late games.  
The Football Sunday menu will be available for 

all Skins games. 

The Terps took one on the chin but there is a lot of foot-
ball to play.  Congratulations to all the Penn State fans on 
the “beat down” — Ouch!.  There will always be a good 
selection of games on in the lounge. 

Whenever possible, we will show the WCAC High School 
game of the week.  Our own bartender Kevin Ricca along 
with Tim Strachan and Ken Meringola will be broadcast-
ing the WCAC game of the week on 1st amend-
mentsports.com. which we will have on live on our new 
70” TV.  

Once again, I would like to thank Kevin Sloan for helping 
to defray the cost of our new 70” TV.  The TV looks great.  

Our two new dart boards are getting lots of play. Stop in 
and show off your dart skills.  And don’t forget that to go 
along with the darts Guinness Stout has been added on 
tap. 

Trivia Returns with a Date Change 

The Trivia competition has been resched-
uled to October 19th.  Registration starts at 7 
pm and the competition at 7:30.  Teams can 
have up to 6 players max.  There is a team fee of $25.  

Upcoming Live Music - 

Friday night is a great night to bring your wife or 
girlfriend to the council for some wonderful music.  
A portion of the proceeds on band nights will go to 
the “Drop in the Bucket Charity” of the month. 

October 4th – Johnny & The Headhunters 8 pm 

October 18th – J Dub & Double-crossed 8 pm 

October 25th – Dave Phenicie & The Keepers 8 pm 

November 1st – General MacArthur & The Boulevards 8 
pm 

November 15th – Tom Blood & Late As Usual 

Check the website for additional shows. 

Special Dinners 

Friday Night Dinners have returned.  The Friday and Sun-
day menu will be pub fare -- burgers, dogs, fresh sand-
wiches, salads and wings.  

Save the Date  

Rock Creek Council will be hosting a great 
event to benefit the Special Olympics of 
Montgomery County on October 17th.  See 
page 8 for details. 

Fisher House 

For the past four years Rock Creek has provided dinner 
one night a month to The Fisher House.  The meals are 
for the service personnel and their families who are stay-
ing at the Fisher House, while receiving treatment at Wal-
ter Reed Hospital. 

On the third Tuesday of each month, food is 
prepared by Mike Horan and delivered pri-
marily by Vin George, Patrick Tuite and 
some of their children.  Grand Knight Houli-
han has agreed to add an additional dinner 
a month to Fisher House. 

We are looking for a few people to help with the delivery 
on the first Tuesday of the month.  Anyone interested 
please contact Mike Horan at 240-793-1169 for details. 

For the latest information about the happenings in the 
Lounge, check the council website www.kofc2797.org 

Lounge phone: 301-530-1628 
Mike Horan: 240-793-1169 
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Support 

Special Olympics Maryland 
Montgomery County 

Rock Creek Mansion 
Thursday, October 17, 2019, 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm  

Special Invited Guests:  Athletes, Coaches, and Alu mni from the 
Maryland Terrapins and Washington Redskins   

Menu:  BBQ Sliders, Chicken Wings, Hot Dogs, Macaroni and Cheese, 

Chef Salad, Cole Slaw, Domestic and Imported Beers, Soft Drinks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets are $20 Each – but additional donations are encouraged –  
 Invited Guests Free   

Stay afterwards and watch the Chiefs and Broncos in the lounge 

50/50 Raffle — Silent Auction Items 

All proceeds benefit Montgomery County Special Olym pics 

Thanks to Our Sponsors: 
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REFLECTIONS 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK 

LeRoy Carhart: The Evolution of a Late-Term Abortionist 
In February 2013, Jennifer Morbelli traveled from New 
York to Germantown, Maryland, to terminate her 33-
week pregnancy. She met with LeRoy Carhart, one of only 
a few doctors in the nation who perform abortions 
through the third trimester. He administered an injection 
on Sunday to kill the baby. On Wednesday, after he deliv-
ered the dead child, Jennifer went to a nearby hotel to 
rest. Like Tia Parks, her condition worsened, and that 
night she was taken to a nearby hospital where she died, 
having suffered massive internal bleeding. The emer-
gency-room physician had been unable to contact Carhart 
to learn what had taken place. He had flown to Nebraska 
where he planned to perform more abortions the follow-
ing day. 

Carhart, who uses terms such 
as justice, love and respect in 
his advertising, does not de-
lude himself. He knows that 
he kills babies for a living. In a 
2019 interview with the BBC, 
he was asked: “And you don’t 
have a problem with killing a 
baby?” to which he responded, 
“Absolutely not. I have no 
problem if it’s in the mother’s 
uterus.” How does one develop 
such callousness toward hu-
man life? Consider the career 
of this abortionist. 

LeRoy Carhart received a 
medical degree while serving 
in the U.S. Air Force and upon retirement in 1985 opened 
a family practice in Bellevue, Nebraska. It was not finan-
cially successful, so in 1988 he spent several months 
learning to do abortions, a procedure he was introduced 
to in medical school. For the next several years, he 
worked as a “circuit rider,” performing abortions in sev-
eral states. 

Shortly after a fire at his home in 1991, allegedly started 
by anti-abortion protesters, he decided, “I wasn’t just go-
ing to be a provider. I was going to be an activist.” That 
decision has driven his subsequent life. 

In 1998, he began commuting to Wichita, Kansas, to work 
as an associate physician with George Tiller, a pioneer in 
late-term abortions. When Nebraska passed a law ban-
ning partial-birth abortions, Carhart sued the state, and 
in 2000 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the statute was 
unconstitutional. Congress then enacted the Partial-Birth 
Abortion Ban Act of 2003. Carhart again brought suit, but 
this time the Supreme Court upheld the ban. 

When Tiller was murdered in 2009 by Scott Roeder, an 
anti-abortion fanatic with a psychiatric history, Carhart 

promptly announced that he would carry on his legacy by 
performing later-term abortions in his facility in Bellevue. 
Nebraska lawmakers, not wanting the state to become an 
abortion hub, passed a law the following year banning 
most abortions 20 weeks after conception. Carhart could 
have moved across the river into Iowa, where abortion 
regulations were less stringent. “But,” he said, “I wouldn’t 
give Right to Life the satisfaction of saying they cut the 
abortion rate in Omaha by a third.” 

Rather, in defiance, he set up shop in Maryland, where 
abortions can be performed in all nine months of preg-
nancy and became a contract abortionist at a practice in 

Germantown while continuing 
his business in Nebraska. 
Since then, he has flown every 
few days to perform abortions 
in both states each week. 

From the day Carhart opened 
his doors in Maryland in De-
cember 2010, there has been a 
year-round vigil of prayer and 
peaceful public witness near 
his clinic. Catholic parishes, 
bishops and priests, Protestant 
congregations and pastors, 
national and local pro-life 
leaders, and people of all ages 
have come to pray for an end 
to the killing. 

After almost seven years in 
Germantown, a pro-life group 

bought the practice in September 2017 and immediately 
shut it down. The following month, Carhart relocated to 
Bethesda, Maryland, where abortions and the weekly 
prayerful opposition continue. 

Carhart engages in his gruesome business with an impas-
sive view of life. In 1997, he testified in a U.S. district 
court that he sometimes dismembered late-stage infants 
while they were alive, for he could “see the fetal heartbeat 
on the ultrasound.” 

In the 2019 BBC interview, he said that he “loves his job” 
and is proud to perform late-term abortions. He fought 
against the federal partial-birth abortion ban because he 
saw no moral difference between killing a partially deliv-
ered baby and one still in the womb. The point he misses 
is the immorality of killing an unborn child in the first 
place. 

Carhart presents himself as a specialist in “second- and 
third-trimester abortion care.” He performs the proce-
dure after 28 weeks, well into the period when an unborn 

(Continued on page 10) 

An unborn child in the third trimester is first inj ected with a shot 
that will kill it and induce delivery three days la ter  
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child can feel pain, has a significant chance of survival if 
delivered, and when most abortionists will not operate. 

He advertises “that the care our patients receive is high 
quality, safe and tailored to their specific health needs.” 
His practice, however, is not safe. At least two women 
died, and several dozen others have been rushed to 
nearby hospitals for emergency treatments after abortions 
at his facilities. 

He speaks of “care” and “compassion.” Yet, in an almost 
ghoulish fashion, Carhart provides women with an oppor-
tunity to bond with their dead infants, as if they died 
naturally instead of being deliberately killed. He offers his 
patients a remembrance “of the precious time with (sic) 
you and your baby had together.” They can hold their 
aborted children, obtain photographs, footprints and me-
morial certificates, and request spiritual accommodations 
before the babies are disposed of as biohazards. 

In spite of public opinion, protests, petitions to the state 
medical board, lawsuits, a congressional investigation into 
his practices, and being evicted five times because “of a 
change of heart of the landlord,” 78-year-old Carhart te-
naciously continues. He works full time providing abor-
tions, teaching other providers the techniques of first- and 
second-trimester abortions, and acting as a consultant to 
abortion facilities nationwide. 

While abortion practices are closing throughout the coun-
try, Carhart is looking to expand his business. In August 
2019, a senior staff member at his Bethesda facility said, 
“We have patients from all across the country and all 
across the world.” The staff is preparing to assist even 
more women, she continued. “If people want to get an 
abortion, they are going to have an abortion.” 

Some may consider the pro-life efforts to be ineffective, but 
individuals come to pray outside of the facilities even if 
only to save one life. Grace Morrison, who led the weekly 
prayer services in Germantown, said, “We do not know 
God’s plan or the effects of our presence, but we do know 
that it is our responsibility to be here. If we are not, more 
babies will die. We have seen that there is an abundance of 
grace available at this place of great darkness, as we have 
witnessed many miracle and conversions.” Abortionists 
may continue to kill babies, but those who are pro-life will 
pray and stand in opposition. 

REFLECTIONS 
(Continued from page 9) 

Help at Bethesda Rosary Procession  
LeRoy Carhart, the late-term abortionist who kills babies 
in the womb up to the point of birth, is located in the 
Medical Building at Wildwood Shopping Center on Old 
Georgetown Road.  Several prayer initiatives are under-
way to drive this business out of Maryland. 

The 40 Days for Life prayer vigil is currently being held 
outside his facility on the sidewalk in front of the bank, 
daily through November 3 from 7 am to 7 pm.  For more 
information about the 40 Days for Life campaign, contact 
Jill Gadwood, 40DaysBethesda@gmail.com. 

As part of the campaign, there will be a Rosary Proces-
sion from St. Jane de Chantal Church parking lot on 
Sunday, October 6, immediately following the Noon 
Mass.  It will proceed along Old Georgetown Road to the 
public sidewalk near the north entrance to the Shopping 
Center.  The estimated time is 1.5-hours for the proces-
sion, prayer at the end point, and a return to St. Jane’s. 

A uniformed Montgomery County Police Officer in a pa-
trol car will escort the procession to assure that pro-
abortion advocates do not block or disrupt the prayerful 
procession.. 

Volunteers (adults and high school age kids) are needed 
to serve as traffic wardens to ensure safe crossing at 
major intersections along the route.   

Skip Mahon, chairman of the St. Jane’s parish safety 
and security committee, has asked the assistance of 
Rock Creek members.  Can you help?  To volunteer or 
for more information contact Skip at 
npt42sm@verizon.net or call 240-498-5933. 

Drop in the Bucket 
The Drop in the Bucket campaign recipient for the month 
of October is Give An Hour.  The organization provides 
free, mental health counseling by mental health profes-
sionals for veterans and their families. To learn more 
about Give An Hour, visit their website at 
www.giveanhour.org.   

Alex Lieb 
Community Activities Chairman 

 

 Feel lucky!  The 
Maryland State 
Council Knights 
of Columbus 
50th Annual Car 
Raffle is quickly 
ending.  Now is 
your chance to 
win a new car. 

The GRAND PRIZE is a 2020 Ford Mustang or $18,000 
Cash – your option.  Monies raised will benefit the state’s 
charity and scholarship programs, as well as the charities 
of Rock Creek Council — 60 cents of every dollar col-
lected stays with the council.  Second Prize is an iPad 
and Third Prize is a $200 Gift Card 

Tickets are only $1.00 each or 6 tickets for $5.00.   
Drawing will occur on October 12, 2019 at the Columbus 
Day Ball. You need not be present to win!   

Tickets can be picked up in the lounge.   Check with ei-
ther Ivan Galic (301-633-3998) or Bill Horan in the 
Lounge. 

State Charity Car Raffle 
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There were 22 members and 
guests who attended our an-
nual meeting and Italian 
luncheon.  This year it was 
held at Amici Miei Ristorante 
in Rockville.  Our guests were 
Fr. Joe Perkins and Deacon 
Bob Hubbard.  Our special 
prayers were offered for PGK 
Roberto Ibanez, PGK Victor 
and Wally Khayat, PGK Vince 
and Glenda Bunag, and my 
grandson Brandon Waters. 

 I received many compliments about the 
food and service at the restaurant.  We will 
keep our mind open for a location and res-
taurant for next year. 

 Our next function will the annual Hallow-
een Meeting and Party, which will be held 
in October.  Look for the flyer, and start 
thinking about your costume. 

We soon will set a date for our annual 
Christmas Meeting and Party.  Both the 
Halloween and Christmas events will be 
catered, so send in your reservations early.  
This will help Mike Horan in ordering food. 

We also voted to donate $1,000 
to Catholic Relief Services for 
aid to this in the Bahamas.  A 
check will be written to the 
Council Charity Fund for this 
donation. 
 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 
AND OUR MILITARY! 

 
PRAYER CORNER 

In your prayers remember: 
Eureka and Elizabeth Arcand, Dorothy 
Bush, Maureen Collins, Kevin Dyer, 
Helen Fincutter, Susan Gordon Garcia, 
Lois Gargano, Katharine Giodati, Bill 
Gordon, Joselyn Walter Graham , Marie 
Horan, Saunders Jacobsen, Alex Lee, 
Julia Marcus, James Marketos, Joe Mur-
phy, Eugene O’Neill, Ralph Oviedo, Sr. 
Maureen Patrice, Fr. David Pollak, Joan 
Reed, Anne Ryan, Bridget Shanahan, 
Midge Shanahan, Gloria Skapik, Pilar 
Stark, Estelle Stoltz, Stephanie Suff, Alex 
Swanke, Marge Swanke, Regina Walter, 
Barbara Waters, and Fran and Frank 
Zello. 

SENIORS’ CLUB REPORT 
By PGK Bob Waters, President 

Council Leaders 

 

CHAPLAINS  
Rev. Mark Hughes—301-942-2333, x-109 
Deacon Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

GRAND KNIGHT 
Michael Houlihan—--410-707-8550 

 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Jon Schneider—301-279-0291 

 

CHANCELLOR 
Ivan Galic—301-633-3998 

 

WARDEN 
Alex Lieb—301-233-0125 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
Douglas Yeatman—301-785-3747 

 

RECORDER 
Jason Wan— 

 

TREASURER 
Charles Gormly—202-669-0479 

 

ADVOCATE 
Kevin Kittka, PGK—301-469-8453 

 

INSIDE GUARDS 
Michael Naas— 
Aston Williams— 

 

OUTSIDE GUARD 
John Titus— 

Philip Sheridan— 
 

TRUSTEES 
1-Year—Richard Heim—240-888-1240 

2-Year—Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 
3-Year—Joseph Doniger—240-566-2150 

 

PROGRAMS DIRECTOR 
Michael Horan, PGK—240-793-1169 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Christopher Horan— 

 

FAITH ACTIVITIES  
Robert Hubbard—301-942-1522 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
Matthew Moran— 

 

LIFE ACTIVITIES 
Lawrence Grayson, PGK—301-933-8731 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
James Bergmann— 

 

RECRUITMENT COMMMITEE 

Richard Strachan— 
 

VOCATIONS CHAIRMAN 
Michael Houlihan—410-707-8550 

 

RETENTION CHAIRMAN 
Jon Schneider— 

 

LECTURER 
Michael Newman— 

 

PRESIDENT, SENIORS CLUB 
Robert C. Waters, PGK—301-493-8883 

 

FIRST DEGREE TEAM CAPTAIN 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

4th DEGREE – O’BOYLE ASSEMBLY 
Neil Dorian—301-237-0552 

 

PRESIDENT, KAY-CEE CLUB 
Thomas W. Tappan—301-365-3128 

 

WEBMASTER 
Matthew Flynn—301-942-8491 

Ivan Galic—301-633-3998 
 

CHATTER EDITOR 
Lawrence P. Grayson, PGK – 301-933-8731 

e-mail – LPGrayson@verizon.net 
 

COUNCIL OFFICES 

LOUNGE—301-530-1628 

KAY-CEE CLUB —301-530-0258 

PGK Bob Waters 

  

Rental Corner 

We are gearing up for a fun-filled fall and winter of rentals, including a birthday 
parties,  special celebrations,  bar and bat mitzvahs, and a number of lovely wed-
dings.  We are steadily booking in 2020.   

Remember, Rock Creek Council members get a huge rental discount! 

 

    Julie Buckingham Carter 

Event Coordinator 
 

cell phone: 240-426-1220,  
email: rcmansion@gmail.com 

website: www.rockcreekmansion.com 
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ROCK CREEK COUNCIL CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
      
    

1 
Rosary 7:00 PM 
Social Meeting 

7:30 PM  

2 3 4 
Johnny & The 

Headhunters at 
8:00 PM  

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 

 
9 10 11 

 
12 

 

13 
 

14 

 
15 

 

Rosary 7:30 PM 
Business Meet-

ing 8:00 PM 

16 
 

 
K-C Club 
7:00 PM  

17 
 
Special Olympics 
Dinner and Auc-
tion 6:30 PM 

18 
 

J Dub and Dou-
ble-Crossed at 

8:00 PM 

19 
 

Trivia Night in 
Lounge 
7:30 PM 

10 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

 

24 
 
 

Ladies Auxiliary 
5:00 PM 

25 
 
Dave Phenicie 
& The Keepers 

at 8:00 PM 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 30 31  

Place 1st 
Class 
Stamp 
Here 

November CHATTER Deadline: 
October 24, 2019 

 

Rock Creek Council’s 

ROCK CREEK 

MANSION 

For more information, 
check the website 

www.rockcreekmansion.com 

Schedule a tour by calling 

Julie Carter 
240-426-1220 

A Private Party Site in the 
Heart of Bethesda 

 

Excellent location near the 
Capital Beltway, just north 

of NIH. 

Anniversary 
& Birthday 
Receptions, 
Weddings, 
Meetings 

Address Service Requested 
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